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PREFACE. 



This tmiiBlation is based upon the well known one by 
William Melmoth, whioh has been for some time ont of 
print. The alterations whioh have been made are in the 
direotion of greater literalness in the text, whilst a few 
notes have been omitted and others introduced. The 
object throughout has been to adapt the book as much as 
possible to present requirements, without sacrificing any 
of the merit which Melmoth's translation is admitted to 
have possessed. My best acknowledgments are due to the 
Rev. A. Church and the Bev. W. J. Brodribb, also to 
Messrs. Longmans and Blackwood, for their kindness in 
permitting me to make use of the following works, viz. 
* Select Letters of Pliny,* Church and Brodribb (Long- 
mans), and 'Pliny's Letters,** Church and Brodribb 
(Blackwood), which have been of great assistance. 

P, C. T. B 
* < Ancient daniot for Rngliah Readen.' 
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INTRODUCTION. 



Oaius Punius OABaiLius SacuKDUS, oommonly known as fho 
younger Pliny, one of the most elegant writers of his day, 
was bom at NoTum-Comum (Como) a.d. 62. Having lost his 
father, Lnoins Caeoilius, when quite a child, he was adopted 
by his undo, Caius Plinius Secundus, the elder Pliny, 
author of the ' Natural History,' a man of sterling prin* 
ciple, extensive information, and almost incredible industry 
as a writer, judging from his nephew's account of him in 
a letter to his fiiend Baebius Maoer. The younger Pliny 
seems to have been most oarefiilly brought up; Yeiiginius 
Kufus was his guardian, and he attended the oratorical 
classes of Quintilian and Nicetes Saoerdos. He began life 
as a pleader at the Boman bar, in his eighteenth year : it 
was in tbe same year that he lost his undo, who perished 
in the eruption of Vesuvius, aj). 79. A most graphio ac- 
count of this eruption, Itlso the manner of his undle's death, 
and the escape of himself and his mother Plinia, is given 
in two letters to his friend Tacitus the historian. Two 
years later he was sent off on foreign service to the army 
in Syria, as militaiy tribune. Here he met with the Stoia 
philosophers Artemidorus and Euphrates, whom he eulo* 
gizes in glowing terms in the Letters. Shortly after his 
return home, in the reign of Domitian, he obtained the 
quaestorship, and later on the praetorship. His temporary 
retirement from public life, towards the close of this reign, 
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appears to have giyen suoh offence to the emperor as nearly 
cost Pliny his life, indeed he actually was placed on the 
list of the proscribed, but the timely death ct the tyrant 
saved him. 

On the aocesbion of Nerva to the throne, Pliny emergeil 
irom his retirement, and renewed his practice at the bar, 
where, in spite of 'weakness of health, he gained success, 
such as eventually brought him under the notice of the 
Emperor Trajan, of whom he became the personal Mend, 
and under whom, after a series ol promotions, he subse- 
quently rose to the Oonsulship a.^>. 100. On this occasion 
he deliyered his Panegyric on Trajan, the only work of 
his that we possess beside the Letters, and a production 
worthy of the age in which it was composed and delivered. 
Pliny's next and last public office was the pro-praetorship 
of Pontica, to which he was jtppointed in i.i). 103; he 
remained in the province for ndt quite two years. 

Of the rest of his life we know absolutely nothing, but 
may conjecture it to have been passed principally upon his 
estates, and among his books, which he was now able to 
enjoy at leisure. The date of his death is uncertain ; it 
occurred, probably, early in the second century. He was 
twice married, and his second marriage appears to have 
been an unusually happy one, for his letters to Oalpumia 
are very tender and affectionate, and whenever he fdludes 
to her in his correspondence with other friends, it is 
always in the highest terms. He had no children by either 
marriage. y 

It now remains to offer a few remarlcs upon the nature 

of this interesting collection of letters before us. In order 

to form a correct estimate of their literary merits we must 

consider the age in which they were written. In point of 

^ i^tyle they differ, of course, very materially from the letters 

I y of Oicero, their air of studied elegance contrasting markedly 

^enough with Cicero's unaffected, almost careless, ease of 
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«spre68ion in those delightful letten to his diffetent friends, 
written off, as' it would seem, just on the spnr of the 
moment, without effort, and without a thought as to what 
might afterwards beoome of them. But sudli a contrast is 
in no waj surprising when we \oonsider the essentially 
different social and political conditions of their respective 
^,*- i/L» periods. The age of Cicero and his contemporaries was 

(2 vert c'^ necessarily one of reality and conflict. The couTulsions, 
^c^ ) the party antagonisms, of the times made men grave and 

\ r^ ** earnest, forced them to think seriously, to feel intensely, to 
act with promptitude and decision, to speak with energy 
and fire. PairiotiBm, ambition, sense of mutual co-opera- 
tion, mutual antagonism, alike contributed to infuse a 
spirit of reality into public and social life. Hence the re- 
markable eloquence of that age. It could not help being 
an age of orators — Cicero, Caesar, Curio, Cato, Brutus, were 
men evoked by the circumstances of the times. Men in 
those days felt what they said or wrote, and whether 
speaking or writing under the influence of strong political 
feeling on the one hand or, on the other hand, under a - 
sense of relief from the strain and tension of public busi« 
ness, would express themselves, in the former instance, 
with nerve, vigour, and directness ; in the latter, readily, 
freely, genially, perfectly unaffectedly in either case. This 
accounts for the exquisite prose of Cioero, Caelius, and 
other contemporary writers, that blended ease, purity, and 
strength which marks at once the scholar and the public 
man ; the prose of the golden age of Roman literature. 

But with the establishment of the Empire an _agd of 
literary decay set in. Public spirit became extinct, elo* 
quenoe ceased, and prose suffered, naturally, in proportion. 
The youth of the rising generation had nothing save the 
teaching of the rhetoricians lecturing from Qreek alid 
Roman models, bequeathed them by the generations pre* 
ceding, to fall back upon, and a more or less artificial^ 
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inflated mode of writing and recitation was the ineyitable 
result Such a teacher as Quintilian might set himself to 
the task of reforming the taste of the day, might lay down 
correct rules for composition, prune away redundancies, 
introduce simpler forms of expression, but he could not 
breathe new life into them ; nothing less than a return to 
the old republican constitution and the old purity and 
simplicity of liying could effect this, and this it was im- 
possible to hope for. The education and social influences 
of the period, therefore, however well calculated to refine 
the taste and develop the critical faculty, were neither 
ennobling nor invigorating in tendency. 

I9ow, regarded as literary compositions, Pliny's Letters 
reflect most faithfully the literary characteristics of their 
age — an age artificial, polished, critical, self-conscious, 
imitative — for, unlike his friend Tacitus, who represents 
no particular period, but would have taken up his own 
individual position in any age and in any country in which 
he might happen to have been bom, Pliny, many degrees 
his inferior intellectually, is simply the literary product of 
his time. Upon the whole, this correspondence gives us 
the impression of a highly educated man, of active intelli- 
gence, refined tastes, and ample means, seeing a great deal 
of life, and moving in the best society, courteous, obliging, 
generous, sweet, affectionate, pure, sincere, sensitive, 
vain, and possibly (indeed probably, taking into account 
his delicate health) a little uncertain in temper in his 
different social relations, whilst skilful, energetic, indus- 
trious, and thoroughly conscientious, in the discharge of aU 
his public duties. The tone of the letters of such a man 
is, as we might naturally gather from this, full of notes 
pf contrast and variety, alternately playful, descriptive, 
kindly, tender, mournful, reflective, critical, rhetorical, 
ostentatious, and affected; the diction always elegant, 
though never entirely free from that artificial, self-conscious 
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jgaaDOTism only too obaractetistio of tbe prose of the 
Bilv^ A£pe. In one letter we liave c» livelj aooonnt of a 
8ti66eaiftd~^j's sport in the oonntry, in another he plaj- 
fnllj rallies his friend Septitins Oiams on his remissness 
in not keeping to an engageihent to supper ; elsewhere the 
plan, arrangements, and surronndings of his Lanrentine 
and Tuscan yillas are described at length. There are con- 
stant letters to men holding publio posts, recommending 
young friends of his to their especial notioe ; letters, again, 
to his wife Oalpumia, full of tender concern for her health 
and affectionate regret at not being able to be with her. 
In others he patheti^ly laments the deaths of friends— of 
Gorellius and YerginiusKulus — ihe loss of whom no doubt 
he felt most sinoerely, though the language slightly suggests 
the rhetorician now and then. One of the most genuinely 
pathetic letters of this class is that to his friend Marcellinus 
(Book \sr. Letter xv.). 

Occasionally the correspondence takes a moral and re- 
flective turn; how we should bear with the firalts and 
fidlings of others, the influence of literature upon the 
mind to soothe and strengthen, in times of domestic trouble, 
and topics kindred to these. Of his criticisms on contem- 
porary poetry and oratory, some are really delicate and 
discriminating, others mere extravagant panegyric, whilst 
the occasional personal compliments to his friends are, as a 
rule, over-strained and exaggerated to the last degree. It 
is apparent from these letters what a liberal patron of lite- 
rature and sealous promoter of education Pliny was ; but 
he is too evidently conscious of his merits and anxiously 
desirous of their full recognition. Nothing, again, pleases 
him better than any little compliment paid him as a writer 
or speaker ; yet Pliny's vanity is always more amusing 
than offensive, it is so naive and unconcealed. 

There is pien^~df^ntertainment and information to be 
obtained from this correspondence! it gives us such an in- 
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sight into the nature of publio and social life in those days* 
The most interesting amongst the sketches of various 
publio men of the day, Pliny's friends and acquaintances, 
is that of the lawyer Begulus, a notorious informer and 
sycophant, a servile, unprincipled, grasping, pushing, auda- 
cious, eccentric fellow, yet industrious and even apalous 
in his profession. His abjectness, successful knavery, and 
eccentricity of behaviour upon different occasions, excite 
alternately the contempt, indignation, and amusement of 
Pliny, who seems to have found Begulus an interesting 
study altogether; and in a letter to Arrianus, alluding to 
his recent death, he speaks of it almost in the tone of 
^ I could have better spared a better man.' Amongst other 
anecdotes in the Letters is a remarkable stoiy of a haunted 
house at Athens, also a curious account of a tame dolphin 
which latter forms the subject of one of the most interest* 
ing letters in the whole collection. 

The letters to Trajan are important as conveying an idea 
of the duties of a Boman provincial governor, and also as 
containing an account of the progress of Ohristianity in his 
particular province. The correspondence on the subjecti 
between Trajan and Pliny, is quoted or referred to in 
every history of the Christian Church. 

In brief then, judging from his letters, Pliny must have 
been an essentially good fellow, thoroughly popular amongst 
those with whom he mixed, and well deserving of their at- 
tachment, whilst his purity, integrity, and perfect freedom 
from all sordidness of motive, in spite of the prevalent 
impurity and corruption of the times, command our un- 
feigned admira;>ion. All honour to him I with all his 
failings, he was a perfect gentleman and one of the best 
of men.' 
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I 



BOOK I. 



LETTEB I. To Skptitius. 

You havo freqnently pressed me to make a select collection 
of my Letters (if there really be any deserving of a special 
preference) ana giye them to the public. I have selected 
them accordingly ; not, indeed, in their proper order of 
time, for I was not oompiline a history ; but juHt as each 
came to hand. And now I nave only to wish that you 
may have no reason to repent of your advice, nor I of my 
compliance : in that case, I mav probably enquire after 
the rest, which at present lie neglected, and preserve those 
I shall hereafter write. Farewell. . 



LEITER IL To Armahus. 

I foresee your journey in my direction is likely to be 
delayed, and therefore send you the speech * which I pro- 
mised in my former; requesting you, as usual, to revise 
and correct it. I desire this the more earnestly as I 
never, I think, wrote with the same empressement f in any 
of my former speeches ; for I have endeavoured to imitate 
your old favotirite Demosthenes, and Oalvus,^ who is 

* I'robably the speech Pliny delivered before the OentilmYirt ot 
Court of the Handred, in behalf of Attia Variola, a ladjr of quulitjr. 
Bee book vi. letter zxxiiL 

t In the original *per(uqu$ eodem C^Xy,' 'with the same degree o. 
mmlaUve ardour' 

X An orator and poet of some distinction, bom 82 B.On died atxmt 
47 or 46 B.a He was a remarkably small man, and is alluded to bf 
Oktullni as the * Salaputium diierium ' ' tlie ekiquent Tom Thumb.' 
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lately beoome mine, at least in the rhetorioal fomui of 
the tpeech; for, to catch their sublime ipirit, is given, 
alone, to the * inspired few.' * My subject, indeed, seemed 
naturally to lend itself to this (may I venture to call it?) 
emulation ; con^sting, as it did, almost entirelj^in a vehe* 
ment style of address, even to a degree sufficient to have 
awakened me (if only I am capable of being awakened) 
out of that iuaulence in which I have long reposed* I 
have not however altogether neglected the flowers of 
rhetoric of my favourite Maro-'luUy, wherever I could 
with propriety step out of my direct road, to enjoy a 
more flowery path: for it was energy, not austerity, at 
which I aimed. I would not have you ima^ne by this 
that 1 am bespeaking your indulgence : on the contrary, 
to make your correcting pen more vigorous, I will confess 
that neither my frien£ nor myself are averse from the 
publication of this piece, if only vou should join in the 
'appToval of what is perhaps my folly. The truth is, as I 
must publish something, I wish it might be this perform- 
ance rather than any other, because it is already nmshed : 
(you hear the wish of laziness.) At all events, however, 
something 1 must publish, and for many reasons ; chiefly 
because the tracts which I have already sent into the 
world, though they have long since lost all their recom- 
mendation fi-om novelty, are still, I am told^jn re^neat; 
if, after all, the booksellers are not tickling my ears. And 
let them ; since, b^ that innocent deceit, I am encouraged 
to pursue my studies. Farewell. 



LETTER III. To Caninius Rukus. 

How is that sweet Comumf of ours looking? What 
about that most enticing of villas, the portico where it is 
one perpetual spring, that shadiest of plane-tree walks, 
the crystal canal so agreeably winding along its flowery 
banks, together with the lake | lying below t£it so charm- 

* A quotation from Virgil. Aen. ?i. 129. 

t The city where Pliny was bom : now called Gomo, situated upon 
Uie T^ko I^rius, or Lago di Gomo. Jf. 
t The Lake Larius, upon the hanks of which this villa was situated. JK 
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inglj yields itself to the yiew ? ^'hat have yon to telV 
me of the fiim yet Boft gestaiio* the sunny bath-room, 
those dining-ruoms for large parties, and tiie otJbers for 
small ones, and all the elegant apartments for repose, both 
at noon f and night ? Do these delightful attraotionB shans 
yon by turns, or do family affairs, as nsnal, frequently call 
you out fiom this agreeable retreat? If the soene of your 
enjoyments lies wholly there, you are one of the happiest 
of beings : if not, why then you are no better than the 
rest of Uiem. Why not leave, my friend, (for it is quite 
time you did so) these insignificant, degrading, oares to 
others, and devote yourself, in this snug and secluded re- 
treat, entirely to pleabures of the studious kind? Malie 
^hese your business and your recreation, your labour and 
your r<;8t, the subjects of your waking and even sleeping 
thoughts. Compose, brinff out, something that shall 
always belong to you. AU your other possessions will 
pass from one master to another : this alone, once yours, 
will remain yours for ever. I know the temper and genius 
I would seek to stimulate. Do but try and think as well 
of yourself as others will think of you, if 3'ou will only 
do yourself justice. Farewell. 



LETTER IV. To his Motheb-im-Law,^ Pompsia 
Oelbrima. 

You might perceive by my last short letter, written 
some little while ago jiow, that I have no occasion of 
yours to inform me of the various conveniences you enjoy 
at your several villas. The elegant accommodations 

* An ayenue set apart for exerdse eitlier on horseback or in ttioir 
▼f'hioles ; it watt generally contignons to their gardens, and laid oat In 
the form of a circus. M. 

t It was castomary among the Bomans to sleep in the middle of the 
day ; and they had apartments for that purpose distinct from their he<i> 
ohamhers. m, 

X With respect to this lady. Lord Orrery obserres, * To form a jovt 
idea of Oelerina herself, we need onlv lemerober that she had ohosei 
Pliny for her 0on-iu'4aw, and when he was so, knew how to entertaia 

B 2 
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which are to be found at Narnia,* Ocrioulum,t OaiBoIa,} 
aivd at Your favourite Peruaia,! particularly the pretty 
bath at Nainia, I am extremely well acquainted with. The 
fact is, I ft>el as though I had more of a property in what 
belongs to you than in my own posse^'siona ; and I know 
of no other difference between your house and my own 
than that I get more carefully and attentively looked after 
in the former than the latter. You may perhaps have 
OQpasion to make the same obuervation in your turn, when- 
eyer you should be coming in my direction ; which I wi8h 
you moy be doing, not only that you may partake of mine 
with the same ease and freedom that I do of yAkrs^ but to 
infike those servants of mine bestir themselves a little, who 
are grown somewhat indifferent and careless in their 
attendance upon me. A long course under an easy master 
is. apt to wear off the impressions of awe in ^ervantn; 
whereas new faces quicken their activities, as they gene- 
rally exeii themselves more diligently to please their 
KiAster by attention to his guest than to himself. Fare- 
>YeU. 

LETTER V. To Voconius Romanus. 

Did you ever meet with a more abject and mean- 
sijirited creature than Marcus Begulus since the death 
of Domitian, during whose reign his conduct was no less 
infamous, though more concealed, than under Nero's? 
lie began to l>e afraid I was angry with him, and his 
apprehensions were peifectly correct; I wm angry. He 
had not only done nis best to increase the peiil of the 
position in which Rusticus Arulenus || stood, but had 
exulted in his death; insomuch that he actually recited 
and publibhed a libel upon his memory, in which he styles 
t|im *The Stoics' Ape : adding, 'stigmatedT with the 

* Narni, a city in Ombria, in the district of Spoleto. M, 
" ' t . Otriouli, in same district. Jk. 
' i Garsola, in same. M. 
i Perugia, in Tuscany. Af. 

"I A pupil and intimate friend of Paetus Thrasea, the distinguished 
8toio philosopher. Arulenus was put to death by Domitian for writing 
f^ panegyric upon Thrasea. 

^ The impropriety of this expression, in the original, seems to lie in 
the word gtigvf^otum^ which Regulus, probably either coined through 
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itellian scar.* * You recognize Begnliis* eloquent dttaih I 
iie fell with such fnrj upon the character of Herentiius 
Senecio that Metius Car as said to him, one day, 'What 
business havo jon with my dead ? Did I ever interfere in 
the affair of Orassusf or Camerinns^?' Viotims, you 
know, to Regulus, in Nero's time. For these reasons he 
imagined I was highly exasperated, and so at the recita- 
tion of his last piece, I got no invitation. Besides, he 
had not forgotten, it seems, with what deadly purpose hc» 
had once attacked me in the Court of the Hnndred.§ Bus- 
ticus had desired me to act as counsel for Arionilla, Timon's 
wife: Kegulus was engaged against me. In one part of 
the case I was strongly insisting upon a particular judg- 
ment given by Metius Modestiis, an excellent man, at 
that time in banishment by Domitian's order. Now then 
for Begulus. * Pray,' 8a.> s he, ' what is your opinion of 
ModestuH?' You see what a risk I should have run had I 
answered that I had a high opinion of him, how I should 
have disgi aoed myself on the other hand if I had replied 
that 1 had a bad opinion of him. But some guardian 
power, I am persuaded, must have stood by me to iissist 
me in this emergency. *I will tell yon my opinion,' I 
said, * if that is a matter to be brought before the couii.' 
* I ask you,' he repeated, * what is your opinion of Mo- 
destus?' I replied that it was customary to examine wit- 
nesses to the character of an accused man, not to the 
ohaiacter of one on whom sentence had aready been p^issed. 

affectation or naed through {gncrance. It is a word, at least, whioh 
does not occur in any authior of authority : the translator has endea- 
voured, therefore, to preserve the tame sort of impropriety, hv using 
an expression of like unwarranted stamp in his own tongue. Jf . 

* An allusion to a wound he had received in tlie war between 
Vitellius and Vespasian 

t A brother of Pino Galba*B adopted son. He was put to death by 
Nero. 

X SnlpieiuB Oamerinus, put to death by the same emperor, upon some 
frivolous charge. 

I A select body of men who formed a court of judicature, called the 
eentumviral court* Their jurisdiction extended chiefly, if not entirely, 
lo questions of wills and intestate estatt-B. Their numlier, it wouhi 
seem, amounted to 105. M. 

^ The whol« question, however, as to the origin, constitution, ke, of tht 
eeattim^ral court is very uncertain and conjectural. 
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He pressed mc a third time. 'I do not now enquire, 
■aid he, ' your opinion of Modestns in general, I only ask 
your opinion of his luyalty/ ' Since you will have my 
opinion then,' I rejoined, ' I think it illegal even to ask a 
quobtion concerning a person who stands oonvicted.' He 
■at down at this, completely silenced; and I received 
applause and congratulation on all sides, that without in- 
juring my reputation by an advantageous, perhaj)s, though 
ungenerous answer, I had n<t entangled myself in the toila 
of so insidious a oatch-qucbtion. 'Fhoroughly frightened 
upon this then, he first seizes upon Caeoilius Cfeler, next ho 
^009 and begs of Fabius Justus, that they would use their 
joint interest to bring about a reconciliation between us. 
And lest this should not be su£Bcient, he sets off to Spu- 
1 inna * as well ; to whom he came in the humblest way 
(for he is the most abject creature alive, where he has 
anything to be afiaid of) and says to him, * Do, I entreat 
of you, call on Pliny to-morrow morning, ceiiainly in the 
morning, no later (for I cannot endure this anxiety of 
mind longer), and endeavour by any means in your power 
to soften bis resentment.' I was already up, the next 
day, when a message arrived from Spurinna, * I am coming 
to call on yon.* I sent word back, * Nay, I will wait upon 
you ; ' however, both of us setting out to pay this visit, we 
met under livia's portico. He acquainted me with the 
eommisbion he hud received from Regulus, and interceded 
for him as became so worthy a man in behalf of one so 
totally dissimilar, without greatly pressing the thing. * I 
will leave it to you,* was my reply, 'to oonRider what 
answer to return Regulus ; you ought not to be deceived 
by me. I am waiting for Mauricus* t return ' (for he had 
^9t yet come back out of exile), * so tnat I cannot give you 
any definite answer either way, as I mean to be guided 
entirely by his decision, for he ought to be my leader 
here, and I simply to do as he says.' Well, a few days 
after this, Begulus met me as I was at the praetor*8 ; he 
kept close to me there and begged a word in private, when 
he said he was afraid I deeply resented an expression he 

* YeBtricias Spminna. See book iii. letter I. 

t Junius Maurious, the brother of Busticus ArulenuB. Both 
brotberft were sentenced on the same day, Arulonus to execution ao«l 
Uaurions to banudunent 
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had onoe made use of in his reply to Satring snd myedfi 
before the Court of the Hiindi ed, to thin effect, ' Satriuh 
Rufus, who doe$ noi enc^eavour to rival Cioero, and who i$ 
oontent with the eloquence of our own day.' I answered, 
now I perceiyed indeed upon his c»wn confession, that he 
had moant it ill-naturedly ; otherwise it might have passed 
for a compliment. ' For [ am free to own/ I said, ' that 
I do endeayour to rival Cicero, and am noi content with 
the eloquence of our own day. For I consider it the 
very height of folly not to copy the best models of eyery 
kind. But, how happens it that you, who haye so good a 
recollection of what passed upon this occanion, should haye 
forgotten that other, when yon asked me my opinion of 
ttie loyalty of Modestus?' Pale as he always is, he turned 
simply pallid at this, and stammered out, ' I did not intend 
to hurt you when I asked this question, but Modestut.' 
Obsenre the yindictiye cruelty of the fellow, who made 
no ooncealment of his willingness to injure a banished 
man. But the reason he alleged in justification of his 
oonduot is pleasant. Modestun, he explained, in a letter 
of his, whicn was read to Domitian, had used the following 
expression, ' Regulus, the biggest rascal that walks upon 
two feet : ' and what Modestus hud written was the simple 
truth, beyond all manner of controyersy. Here, about, our 
conversation came to an end, for I did not wish to proceed 
further, beinfj^ desirous to keep matters open until Mauricus 
returns. It is no easy matter, I am well aware of that, to 
destroy Begulus ; he is lich, and at the head of a party ; 
courted * by many, feared by more : a passion that will 

* There aeems to have been a oast of uncommon blackness in the 
oharscter of this Rcffnlus: otherwise the benevolent Pliny would 
scarcely have sitiffled him out, as he hss in this nnd some following 
letters, for the snoject of his warmest contempt and indignation. Yet, 
inftimoas as he was, he had his flatterers and admirers ; and a con- 
temponiry pnet freqaentlv represents him as one of the most finished 
characters of the age, butn in eloquence snd virtne ; particularly in tha 
IbUowiog epigram, occasioned by his escape from an imminent danger. 

'Where leads the way to Tibur's stately towers. 
And snow-white Albula sulphureous pours, 
A villa stands, from Rome a little space ; 
And every muse delishts to haunt the plsoe. 
Here onoe a PorHc lent her cooling shade ; 
Alas! how n«ar to impioos guilt beimjedl [Seddts 
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Bometimes prevail even beyond friendship itself. But, 
after all, ties of this sort are not so strong but they may 
be loosened ; for a bad man's credit is as shifty as himself. 
However (to repeat)» I am waiting until Maurious oomes 
back. He is a man of sound judgment and great sagacity, 
formed upon long expeiienoe, and who. from his obser- 
vations of the past, well knows how to judge of the iiiture. 
I shall talk the matter over with him, and consider myself 
justified either in pursuing or dropping this affair, as he 
phall advise. Meanwhile I thought 1 owed this account to 
our mutual friendship, which gi\es you an undoubted right 
to know about not only all my actions but all my plans as 
well. Farewell. 



h< 



LETTER VI. To Oornblius Taoitus. 

You will laugh (and you are quite welcome) when I tell 
ou that your old acquaintance is turned sportsman, and 
as taken three noble boars. * What I' you exclaim, 
* Pliny I ' — Even he. However, I indulged at the same time 
my beloved inactivity ; and, whilst I sat at mj nets,* you 
would have found me, not with boar spear or javelin, but 
pencil and tablet,! by my side. I mused and wrote, being 
determined to return, if with my hands empty, at least 
N%itli my memorandums full. Believe me, this way oi 

Sudden it fell ; what time the steeds conyej 
Safe from her nodding walls great Regnlns awaj. 
To crash that head, not even Fortune dared. 
And the world's general indignation feared. 
Blest be the rain, be the danger blest 1 
The standing pile had ne'er the gods confest.' 

Mart. lib. i. ep. 13. 

But poets, especially needy ones, sach as we know Biartial was, are 
Dot generally the most faithful painters in this way ; and of the two 
copies of BeguluB now before ns, there can be no dioubt which most 
roaeinbled the original. M, 

* * The sagos of antiquity were rather poaohers than sportsmen.' 
Orrery. 

t I.e. ityluM and tabUU. The Uylu§ was an iron instrument about 
the size and shape of a pencil, i^nd used for wilting upon wazao 
labletd (pugiOarM), 
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Btndying it Hot to be despised : it is wonderfhl how tho 
mind is stirred and quickened into activity by brisk 
bodily exercise. There is something, too, in the solemnity 
of the venerable woods with whicn >one is snrrounded, 
together with that profound silence jfirhioh is observed on 
these occasionfej'^at forcibly disposes the mind to medita- 
tion. So for the future/ let me advise you, whenever you 
hunt, to take your tablets along with yuu, as well as your 
bai^ket and bottle : for be assured you will find Minerva 
no less fond of traversing the hills than Diana. Fare- 
well. 



^ LETTER VII. To Octavius Rufus. 

See to what a proud eminence you have raised me I 
You have invested me with a power and dominion equal 
t« that which Homer attributes to the supreme Jove. 

'From heayen'fl imperial throne JoVe heard hli prayer, 
Fart he admitf, and scatlera part in air.' * 

'Tis thus with a nod or ftx)wn I may grant or reject yotir 

r)tition as I see proper. To be serious : as I am at liberty, 
think, to excuse myself to the Baetici,t especiallv at your 
request, from engaging myself as their counsel against 
a particular person ; so, on the other hand, to oppose a 
province which I have long since attached to me by so 
many kindnesses, as well as exertions and even risks in- 
cun^ on their behalf, would be acting inconsistently 
with my honour, and that uniformity of conduct which I 
know you admire. I intend steering a middle course ' 
then in this affair, and of the two alternatives which you 
propose to me, choose that which will satisfy your judg- 
ment, as well as your inclination. Fur I do nut look 
upon myself as obliged to consider so much what you at 
present desire as what such a man as yourself will alwayi 
approve. I hope to be at Rome about Ihe 15th of October, 
when I shall conBrm to Gallus in person what I have heie 

< Iliad, XTiv. 250. 

t The ptople of fiaeti ^ a pan of Spain, oomprehending AndaViitIs 
ana Gruuula. M. 
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promised : for the performanoe of which I shall engage 
your word as well as my own. Meanwhile you may 
assure him of my friendly feeling towards him. 

. . . . ' the fire of men and godo, 
With graeioos aspect mild, oompliukoe nods.'* 

For why should I not continue to quote verses out of Homer, 
since you will not let me quote yours ? which I feel such 
a passionate longing for, that I question whether I could 
withstand such a hribe, even to plead against the Baetici. 
I had almost forgotten to mention, the very la^t thing I 
should forget, that I have received those capital date^^ ycu 
sent me. They are likely to prove formidable rivals to 
my fiivourite fLgn and mushro(>ms. Farewell. 



-- LETTER VIII. To Pompsiqs Satubxtinus. 

Nothing could be more seasonable than the letter which 
I received from you, in which you so earnestly beg me to 
send you some of my literary efforts : the very thing I was 
intending to do. So you have only put spurs into a 
willing horse and at once saved yourself the excuse of 
refusing the trouble, and me the awkwardness of asking 
the favour. Without hesitation then I avail myself of 
your offer ; as you must now take the consequence of it 
without reluctance. But you are not to expect anything 
new from a lazy fellow, f >r I am going to ask you to revise 
again the speech I made to my fellow-townsmen when I 
dedicated tne public library to their use. You have 
already, I remember, obliged me with some annotations 
upon this piece, but only in a general way ; and so I now 
beg of you not only to take a general view of the whole 
speech, but, a.s you usually do, to go over it in detail. 
When you have corrected it, I shall still be at libei*ty to 
publish or suppress it : and the delay in the meantime will 
be attended with one of these alternatives ; for, while we 
are deliberating whether it is fit for publishing, a frequent 
revision will either make it so, or convince me that it is 
not Though indeed my principal difficulty respecting 

* Uiad, i 9. 518. 



Digitized by 



Google 



Letteb 8.1 THB LCTTEBS OF PLUrt. 1 1 

the publioation of this harangue arisee not fio much ^im 
the coinpcisition as out of the subjeot itself, which has 
something in it, I am afraid, that will look too like ostenta- 
tion and self-conoeit^ For, be the style ever so plain and 
nnasBnming, yet, as the occasion necessarily led me to 
speak not only of the mnnificenoe cif my ancestors, but of 
my own as well, my modesty will be seriously embarrassed. 
A dangerous and hlippery hituation this, even when one is 
led into it by plea of neoefesity I For, if mankind are not 
very favonrable to paneffvric, even when bestowed upon 
others, how much more diflBcult is it to reconcile them to 
it when it is a tribute which we pay to ourselves or to 
our ancestors? Virtue, by herself, is generally the object 
of envy, but particularly so when glory and distinction 
attend her ; and the world is never so little disposed to 
detiact from the rectitude of your 'conduct as when it 
passes unobserved and unapplauded. For these reasons, I 
fluently ask myself whether I composed this haiang;ue, 
sucn as it is, merelv from a personal consideration, or with 
a view to the public as well ; and I am sensible that what 
may be exceedingly useful and proper in the prosecution 
of any affair may lose all its grace and fitncKs the moment 
the business is completed : fur instance, in the case before 
us, what could be more to m}^ purpose than to explain at 
large the motives of my intended bounty? For, first, it 
engaged my mind in good and ennobling thoughts ; next, 
it enabled me, by frequent dwelling upon them, to receive 
a perfect impression of their loveliness, while it guarded 
at the same time against that repentance which in sure tc 
follow on an impulsive act of generosity. There arose also 
a further advantage from this methiid, as it fixed in me a 
certain habitual contempt of money. For, while mankind 
seem to be universally governed by an innate passion to 
accumulate wealth, the cultivation of a more generous 
affection in my own breast taught me to emancipate myself 
from the slavery of so predominant a principle: and I 
. thi'Ught that my honest intentions would be the more 
meritorious as they should appear to proceed, not from 
sudden impulse, but from the dictates of cool and do* 
liberate reflection. I considered, besides, that I was not 
engaging myself to exhibit public games or gladiatorial 
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combaifi, b t to establisli an annual fond for the support 
and education of young men of good families but scanty 
means. The pleasures of the senses are so far from want- 
ing the oratorical arts to recommend them that we stand 
in need of all the powers of eloquence to moderate and 
restrain rather than btir up their influence. But the work 
of getting anybody to cheerfully undertake the monotony 
and drudgery of education must be effected not by piy 
merely, but by a skilfully worked-up appeal to the emo- 
tions as well. If physicians find it expedient to use the 
roost insinuating aadress in recommending to their patients 
a whole^ome though, perhaps, unpleasant regimen, bow 
much more occasion had he to exert all the powers of per; 
suasion who, out of regard to the public welfare, was en 
deavouring to reconcile it to a most useful though not 
equally popular benefaction ? Particularly, as my aim was 
to recommend an institution, calculated solely for the 
benefit of those who were parents to men who, at present, 
had no children; and to persuade the greater. number to 
wait patiently until they nhould be entitled to an honour 
of which a few only could immediately partake. But as 
at that time, when 1 attempted to explain and enforce the 
general design and benefit of my institution, I considered 
more the general good of my countrymen, than any repu- 
tation which mieht result to myself ; so I am apprehensive 
IcHt, if I publish that piece, it may perhaps look as if I 
had a view rather to my own personal credit than the 
benefit of others. Besides, I am veiy sensible how much 
nobler it is to place the reward of virtue in the silent 
approbation of one's own breast than in the applause of 
the world. Glory ought to be the consequence, not the 
motive, of our actions ; and although it happen not to 
attend the worthy deed, yet it is by no means the less fair 
for having missed the applause it deserved. But the world 
is apt to suspect that those who celebrate their own bene- 
ficent acts performed them for no other motive than to 
have the pleasure of extolling them. Thus, the splendour 
of an action which would have been deemed illustrious if 
related by another is totally extinguished when it becomes 
the subject of one's own applause. Such is the disposition 
of mankind, if they cannot blast the action, they will 
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oemraro its display ; and whether yon do what does not 
deserve partioalar notioe, or set forth yontself what does, 
either way you incur repi oadu In my own case there is a 
peculiar circumstanoe that weighs nmch with me: this 
speech was delivered not before the people, but the 
Ueonrii ; * not in the forum, but the senate ; I am afraid 
therefore it will look inconsistent that I, who, when I 
delivered it, seemed to avoid popular applause, fhould now, 
by publishing this performance, appear to court it : that 
I, who wan so scrupulous as not to admit even these 
persons to be present when I delivered this speech, who 
were interested in my benefaction, lent it might be sus- 
pected I WHS actuated in this aflPair by any ambitious 
views, should now seem to solicit adiiiiration, by forward ly 
displaying it to such as have no other concern in my 
munificence than the benefit of example. These are the 
scruples which have occasioned my delay in giving this 
piece to the public ; but I submit them entirelv to your 
judgment, which I shall ever esteem as a sufficient sane 
tion of my conduct. Farewell. 



LETTER IX. To Minutius Fchdakus. 

AVhen one considers how the time passes at Bome, one 
cannot be surprised that, take any single day, and it 
either is, or at least seems to be, spent reasonably enough ; 
and yet, upon canting up the whole sum, the amount will 
appear c^uite otherwise. Ask anyone, *What have you 
been doing to-day ? ' He will tell you perhaps, ' I have 
oeen at the ceremony of putting on the toga virilis;] I 
attended a wedding ; one man begsed me to be witness to 
his will ; another to attend the hearing of his case ; a 
third called me in to a consultation.' These things seem 
important enough whilst one is about them ; yet, when 
you reflect at your leisure that every day has been tiius 
employed, they ^eem mere trifles. At such a time one 

* The Doomli were a lort of senators in the nranidpal or corporate 
cities dr Italy. M. 

t The Boman youths at the age of seventeen changed thcb attirsi 
and took up the toga virilism or manly gown ; upon which occasion they 
were conducted by thf^ friends of the family with great ceremony dthei 
Into the fimim or capitol, and there inyested with this new rohe. Jf. 
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is ap. )o think to oneself, *How muoh of my life I have 
frittered uway in dull, useless, loutine sort of work/ At 
least it is a reflection which frequently comes across me 
at Laiirentam,* afier I have been doing a little reading 
and writing, and taking care of the animal machine; (ft»t 
the body mnst be supported if we would keep the mind 
alert and vigorouii.) There I neither hear nor speak any- 
thing I have occasion to be sorry for. No one talks 
scandal to me, and I find fault with nobody, unless my- 
self, when I am dissatisfied with my compositions. 'J'here 
I live undisturbed by i-umoiir, and free fr»m the anxious 
solicitudes of hcpe and fetir, converhing only with myself 
and my books. True and genuine life t Sweet and honour- 
able repose ! More, perhaps, to be desired than employ- 
ments of any kind t Thou solemn sea and solitary shore, 
true and most retired school of art and poetry, with how 
many noble thoughts do you inspire me ! Snatch then, 
my friend, as I have, the first opportunity of leaving the 
town with its din, its empty bustle, and laborious trifles, 
and devote your days to btudy or to repose ; for, as my 
friend Attilius happily observed, 'It is better to have 
nothing to do than to be doing nothing/ FarewelL 



LETTER X. To Atbius Clemens. 

If ever polite literature flourished at Borne, it certainly 
flourishes now; and I could give you many eminent 
instances : I will content myself, however, with naming 
only Euphi-atCH,! the philosopher. I first became ac- 
quainted with this excellent person in my youth, when I 
served in the army in Syria. I had an opportunity of 
C(in versing with him familiarly, and took some pains to 

* *Laurentum was about sixteen miles from Rome, and though 
sppiurently not so beautiful ov fashionable a place as Baiae, it still bad 
I*owerful attractions for the wealthy Roman nobles. It chiefly consisted 
At tliia time of the villas of such men, and thus resembled some of the 
more distant suburbs of London.' (Gliurch and Brodribb.) 

t * Euphrates was a native of Tyre, or, according to others, of Byzan- 
ftiuin. He belonged to the Stoic school of philosophy. In his old ag* 
he became tired of life, and asked and obtained from Hadrian permu- 
sion to put an end to himself by poison.' Smith's Diet of Gxeek aftd 
Rom .n Biog. 
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sain his affeotion: though that, indeed, was nol Tery 
diffioult, for he is eaft^ of accesB, nnreserTed, and actuated 
hj^ those flooial principles he professes to teach. I should 
think myself extremely happy if I had as fully answered 
the expectations he, at that time, conceived of me, as he 
exceeds everything I had imagined of him. But, perhaps, 
I admire his excellencies more now than I did then, 
hecanse I know better how to appreciate them ; not that I 
sufficiently appreciate them even now. For as none but 
those who are skilled in painting, statuary, or the plastic 
art, can form a right judgment of any performance in those 
respective modes of representation, so a man mnst, himself, 
have made great advances in philosophy before he is 
capable of forming a just opinion of a philosopher. How- 
ever, as far as I am qualified to determine, Euphrates is 
possessed of so many shining talents that he cannot fail to 
attract and iuiprtss the moAt ordinarily educated observer. 
He reasons with much force, acuteness, and elegance; 
and frequently rises into all the sublime and luxuriant 
eloquence of Plato. hiB stvie is varied and flowing, and 
t uie same time so wonderfully captivating that he forces 
the reluctant attention of the most unwilling hearer. For 
the rest, a fine stature, a comely aspect, long hair, and a 
large silver beard : circumstances which, though they 
may probably be thonght trifling and accidental, con- 
tribute, however, to gain him much reverence. There is 
no affected negligence in his dress and appearance ; his 
countenance is grave but not austere ; and his approach 
commands respect without creating awe. Distinguished 
as he is by the perfect blamelessness of his life, he is no 
less so by the courtesy and engaging sweetness of his. 
manner. He attacks vices, not persons, and, without 
severity, reclaims the wanderer from the paths of virtue. 
Ton follow his exhortations with rapt attention, hanging, 
as it were, upon his lips; and even after the heart is 
convinced, the ear still wishes to listen to the harmonious 
reasonor. His family consists of three children (two of 
which are sons), whom he educates with the utmost care. 
His father-in-law, Pompeius Julianus, as he ereatly dis- 
tinguished himself in every other part of his life, so par- 
ticularly in this, that though he was himself of the 
highest rank in hi^ province, yet, among many considerable 
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matches, he preferred Euphrates for his 8on-in-iaw« as first 
iu merit, though not in dignity. But why do I dwell any 
longer upon the virtues of a man whose conversation I 
am so unfortunate as not to have time sufBoiently to enjoy ? 
Is it to increase my regret and vexation that I cannot 
enjoy it ? My time is wholly taken up in the execution 
of a very honourable, indeed, but equally troublesome, 
employment ; in hearing oases, signing petitions, making 
up accounts, and writing a vast amount of the most 
illiterate literature. I sometimes complain to Euphrates 
(for I have leisure at least to complain) of these unpleasing 
occupations. He endeavours to console me, by affirming 
that, to be engaged in the public service, to hear and 
detoimine cas'S, to explain the laws, and administer 
justice, is a part, and the noblest part, too, of philosophy ; 
as it is reducing to practice what her professors teach in 
speculation. But even his rhetoric will never be able to 
convince me that it is better to be at this sort of work 
than to spend whole days in attending his lectures and 
learning his precepts. I cannot therefore but strongly 
recommend it to you, who have the time for it, when next 
you come to town (and you will come, I daresay, so much 
the sooner for this), to take the benefit of his elegant and 
refined instructions. For I do not (as many do) envy 
others the happiness I cannot share with them myself: on 
the contrary, it is a very sensible pleasure to me when I 
find my friends in possession of an enjoyment from which 
I have the misfortune to be excluded. Farewell. 



LETTER XI. To Fabius Justus. 

It is a long time since I have had a letter fraok you. 
•There is nothing to write about,* you say: well then 
write and let me know just this, that ' there is nothing to 
write about,' or tell me in the good old style, If you are 
wellt that's right, I am quite wdl. This will do for me, for 
it implies everything. You think 1 am joking? Let me 
assure you I am in solier earnest. Do let me know how 
you are ; for I cannot remain ignorant any longer vathoul 
growing exceedingly anxiiDus about you. FarewelL 
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LETTER XII. To Calestrius Tiro. 

I haTe suffered tbe heaviest loss ; if that woid he saffi- 
dientlj strong to express the misfortune which has de- 
prived me of 80 excellent a man. Ckiiellias Hutus is dead ; 
and dead, too, by his own act ! A oiroumstanoe of great 
aggravation to my affliction ; as that sort of death which 
we cannot impute either to the course of nature, or the 
hand of Providence, is, of all others, the most to be 
lamented. It affords some consolation in the loss of those 
friends whom disease snatches from us that they fall by 
the general destiny of mankind ; but those who destroy 
themselves leave us under the inconsolable reflection, that 
they had it in their power to have lived longer. It is 
true, Corellius had many inducements to be fond of life ; a 
blameless conscience, high reputation, and great dignity of 
character, besides a daughter, a wife, a grandson, and 
sisteis ; and, amidst these numerous pledges of happinec<s, 
faithful friends. Still, it must be owned he had the 
highest motive (which to a wise man will always have 
the force of destiny^, urging him to this resolution. He 
had long been tortured by so tedious and painful a com^ 
plaint that even these inducements to living on, consider- 
able as they are, were over-balanced by the reasons on the 
fother side. In his thirty-third year (as I have frequently 
heard him bay^ he was seized with the eout in his feet. 
This was hereaitary ; for diseases, as well as possessions, 
are sometimes handed down by a sort of inheritance. A 
life of sobriety and continence had enabled him to conquer 
and keep down the disease while he was still young, 
latterly as it grew upon him with advancing years, he had 
to manfully bear it, suffering meanwhile tlie most incre- 
dible and undeserved agonies ; for the gout was now not 
/only in his feet, but had spread 'itself over his whole body. 
1 remember, in Domitian s reign, paying him a visit at 
his villa, near Home. As soon as I entered his chamber, 
his servants went out : for it was his rule, never to allow 
them to be in the room when any intimate friend was with 
him ; nay, even his own wife, though she could have kept 
auj secret, used to go too. Casting his eyes ^'xmnd the 
•twn, 'Why,* he exclaimed, 'do you suppose I endure 
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life 80 long under these omel agonies? It is with the 
hope that I may ohtUve, at least for one day, that villain.' * 
Had his bodily strength been equal to hi.s resolution, he 
would have carried his de^^ire into practical efifeot. Qod 
heard and answered his prayer ; and when he felt that he 
should now die a free, un-enslaved, Boman, he broke 
through those other great, but now lesn forcible, attach- 
ineuts to the world. His malady increased; and, as it 
now grew too violent to admit of any relief from temper- 
ance, he resolutely determined to put an end to its un- 
inteiTupted attacks, by an effort of heroism. He bad 
refused all sustenance during four days, when his wife 
Hispulla sent our common friend Geminius to me, with 
the melancholy news, that Corellius was resolved to die ; 
and that neither her own entreaties nor her daughter's 
oould move him from his purpose ; I was the only person 
left who could reconcile him to life. I ran to his house 
with the utmost precipitation. As I approached it, I met 
a second messenger n:om Hispulla, Julius Atticus, who 
informed me there was nothing to be hoped for now, even 
fiom me, as he seemed more hardened than ever in hia 
purpose. He had said, indeed to his physician, who 
pressed him to take some nouiishment, *'Tis resolved'; 
an expression which, as it rait$ed my admiration of the 
greatness of his soul^ so it does my grief for the loss of 
him. I keep thinking what a friend, what a man, I am 
deprived of. That he had reached his sixty-seventh year, 
an age which even the strongest seldom exceed, I well 
know; that he is released from a life of continual pain ; 
that he has left his dearest friends behind him, and (what 
was dearer to him than all these) the state in a prosperous 
condition: all this I know. Still I cannot forbear to 
lament him, as if he had been in the prime and vigour of 
his days ; and I lament hfm (shall I own my weakness 7\ 
on my own account. And — to confess to you as I dia 
to Galvisius, in the first transport of my grief—I sadly 
fear, now that I am no longer under his eye, I shall not 
keep so strict a guard over my conduct. Speak comfort to 
me then, not that he uxis old, he was infirm : all this I know ; 
but by supplying me with some reflections that are new 
• Domitlan. 
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and reBiBtleBS, which I have never heard, never read, any- 
where else. For all that I have heHid, and all that I liave 
read, occur to me of themselves ; but all these are by 
far too weak to support me under eo severe an aflSiotiun. 
Farewell. 

LETTER XIII. To Soaus Ssnbcio. 

This year has produced a plentiful crop of poets : during 
the whole month of April scarcely a day has passed on 
which we have not been entertained with the recital of 
some poem. It is a pleasure to me to find that a taste for 
polite literature still exists, and that men of genius do 
come forward and make themselves known, notwithstanding 
the lazy attendance they get for their pains. The greater 
part of the audience sit in the lounging-places, gossip away 
their time there, and are perpetually sending to enquire 
whether the author has made his entran< e yet, whether 
he has got through the preface, or whether he has almost 
finished the piece. Then at length they saunter in with 
an air of the greatest indifference, nor do they condescend 
to stay through the recital, but go out before it is over, 
some slyly and stealthily, others again with perfect free- 
dom and unconcern. And yet our fathers can remember 
how Olaud'.us Caesar walking one day in the palace, and 
hearing a great shouting, enquited the cause; and being 
informed that Nonianus * was reciting a composition of his, 
went immediatelv to the place, and agreeably surprised 
the author with his presence. But now, were one to be- 
speak the attendance of the idlest man living, and remind 
him of the appointment ever so often, or ever so long 
beforehand ; either he would not come at all, or if he did 
would grumble about having ' lost a day ! ' for no other 
reason but because he had not lost it. So much the more do 
ihose authors dcbcrve our encouragement and applause who 
have resolution to persevere in their studies, and to read 
out their compositions in spite of this apathy or arrogance 
on the part of their audience. Myself indeed, I scarcely 
ever miss being present upon any occasion; though, to 

* A pleader and historian of some distinotion, mentioned by Tadtna 
kUL SIT. 19, and by QuintUian. x. 1, 102. 

2 
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tell the truth, the authors hnve generally heen friends of 
mine, as indeed, there ai-e few men of literaiy tastes who 
are not It is this which has kept me in town longer than 
I had intended. I am now, however, at liberty to go baok 
into the country, and write somethiDg myself; which I do not 
intend reciting, lest I should seem rather to have lent than 
given my attendance to these recitations of my friends, 
for in these, as in all other good offices, the obligation 
ceases the moment you seem to expect a return. Farewell. 



LETTEB XIV. To Junius Mauricus. 

Toil desire me to look out a proper husband for your 
Ttiece : it is with justice you enjoin me that office. You 
know the high esteem and affection I bore that great man 
her father, and with whnt noble instructions be nurtured 
my youth, and taught me to deserve those praises he was 
pleased to bestow upon me. You could not give me, then, 
a more important, or more agreeable, commission ; nor 
could I be employed in an office of higher honour, than 
that of choosing a young man worthy of being father of 
the grandchildren of Rusticus Arulenus ; a choice I should 
be long in determining, were I not acquainted with Minu- 
tius Aemilianus, who seems formed for our purpose. He 
loves me with all that warmth of affection whi(^ is usual 
between young men of equal years (as indeed I have the 
advance of him but by a very few), and reveres me at the 
hame time, with all the deference due to age ; and, in a 
word, he is no less desirous to model himself by my in- 
structions than I was by those of yourself and your 
brother. He is a native of Brixia,* one of those provinoes 
in Italy which still retain much of the old modesty, frugal 
simplicity, and even rusticity, of manner. He is the son 
of MinutiuB Maciinus, whose humble desires were satisfied 
with standing at the head of the equestrian order f : for 
though he was nominated by Yespasian in the number of 
those whom that prince dignified with the praetorian office, 
yet, with an inflexible greatness of mind, he resolutely 
preferred an honourable repose, to the ambitious, shall I 

* A town in Yenioe, now oallcd Brcsoia. M, 
t See lettei xix. note f. 
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oall them, or exalted, parsnits, in which we pnblio men 
are engaged. His grandmother, on the mother's side, is 
Berrana Prooula, of Fatavium : * jou are no stranger to 
the character of its citizens ; yet Serrana is looked upon, 
eren among these correct people, as an exemplary in- 
stance of strict virtue. Aoiliiis, his nncle, is a man of 
almost exceptional gravity, wisdom, and integrity. In 
short) yon will find nothing throughout his family un^ 
worthy of yours. Minutius himself has plenty of vivacity, 
as well as application, together with a most amiable and 
becoming modesty. He has already, with cimsiderable 
credit, passed through the offices of quaestor, tribune, and 
praetor; so that yon will be spared the trouble of solicit- 
ing for him those hononrable employments. He has a • 
fine, well-bred, countenance, with a ruddy, healthy com- 

Slexion, while his whole person is elegant and comely and 
is mien graceful and senatorian : advantages, I think, by 
lit) means to be slighted, and which I consider as the 
proper tribute to virgin innocence. I think I may add 
that his father is very rich. When I contemplate the 
character of those who require a husband of mv choosing, 
1 know it is unnecessary to mention wealth ; but when I 
reflect upon the provailinff manners of the age, and even 
the laws of Rome, which rank a man according to his 
possessions, it certainly claims 9ome regard ; and, indeed, 
m establishments of this nature, where children and many 
other circumstances are to be duly weighed, it is an article 
that well deserves to be taken into the account. You will 
be inclined, perhaps; to suspect that affection has had too 
great a share in the charaoter I have been drawing, and 
that I have heightened it beyond the truth : but I will 
stake all my credit, you will find everything far beyond 
what I have represented. I love the young tellow indeed 
(as he justly deserves) with all the warmth of a most ardent 
affection; but for that very reason 1 would not ascribe 
more to his merit than I know it will bear. Farewell. 

* An ancient town in the north of Italy, said to have been founded 
Ijy a Trojan colony. Livy was born here. It was entirely dentroyed 
ty AgiloJf, king of the Lombards, towards the close of the sixth cen- 
naj A.D., but was afterwards rebuilt The modem town ( Padua'^ is 
one of the most flourishing cities in Northern It^dy. It has 68,000 
hiliabitantf, possesses a good uniyersitj, and a thriving I'l^e. 
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LETTER XV. To Skptitius Clarcts, 

Aht you are a pretty fellow ! You make an engagement 
to come to supper and then never appear. Justice shall 
be exacted; — you shall reimburse me to the very last 
penny the expense I went to on ynur account; ud small 
^ sum, let me tell von. I had prepared, you must know, al 
lettuce a-piece, three pnails,* two eggs, and a barley cake, 
with sume sweet wine and snow,f (the snow most certainly 
I shall charge to your account, as a rarity that will not 
keep.) Olives, beet root, gourds, onions, and a thousand 
other dainties equally sumptuous. You should likewi^ 
have been entertained either with an interlude, the re- 
hearsal of a poem, or a piece of music, whichever you pie- 
ferred ; or (such was my liberality) with all three, ^ut 
the oysters,! sows'-bellies, sea-urchins, and dancers from 

* The English reader may probably be sorpriaed to find this article* 
in Pliny's pliilosophioal bill of fare ; it will nut be improper, therefore, 
to inform him that a diuh of snails was very common at a Boman table. 
The maimer used to fatten them is related by some very nave authors 
of antiquity ; and Pliny the elder mentions one Fnlyius Hirpinns, who 
had studied that art with so much suooess that the shells of some of 
hid snails would contain about ten quarts. (H. N. i. 9, 56.) In somej 
parts of Switzerland this food is still in high repute. See AddisonT"^ 
Travj). 864. 3f. 

t The Romans used snow not only to cool their liquors bnt their 
stomachs too, after having inflamed themselves with high eatine. 
' Nivem rodwU,* says Seneca, ' Bolatium tU/maeki aeduatiti$,' (Ep. 9£) 
This custom still prevails in Italy, especially at Naples, where (as 
Mr. Addison observes) they * drink very few honors, not so much as 
water, that have not hdn in JreteOf and everybody, from the highest to 
the lowest, makes une of it ; insomuch that a scarcity of snow would 
raise a mutiny at Naples, as much as a dearth of 4x>m or provisions in 
another coontry.' Trav. 185. M. 

X Our own conntrv had the honour of furnishing Rome with oysters, 
which were fetched from Sandwich : Montanus, mentioned by Juvenal* 
was so well skilled in the science of good eating, that he could tell, by 
the first taste, whether they came from that coast : 
. . . • ' Okroaeia nata formU, on 
Lwniman ad iaxum, Butupinove edUa ftmdo 
Ottr^ oalUbai primo deprehmidtrt mornt' 

Sat. iv. 140. Jf 
TBANSLATIGN. 

.... < He could tell. 
At the first relish, if his oysters fed 
On the Snitypkm, or the Lucriae bed.' (Qiffoid.) 
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Cadiz of a certain I know not who, were, it seems, 

more to your taste. Tou shall ffive satisfaction, how, 
shall at present be a secret. Oh I you have behaved 
cruelly, grudging your friend, — I had almost said yourself ; 
— «nd upon second thoughts I do say so ; — in this way : 
for how agreeably should we have spent the evening, in 
laughing, trifling, and literary amusements! Tou may 
sup, I confess, at many places more splendidly ; but no- 
where with more unconstrained mirth, simplicity, and 
freedom : only make the experiment, and if you do not 
ever after excuse yourself to your other friends, to come 
to me, always put me ofif to go to them. Farewell 

LETTER XVI. To Erucius. 

I conceived an affection for Fompeins Saturninus, my 
friend, I mean, of that name, and admired his genius, 
even long before I knew how versatile, how flexible, how 
many-sided a genius it was : but he has now taken full 
and unreserved possession of me. I have heard him, 
whether he spoke from preparation or extempore, plead 
with no less warmth and energy than elegance and finish. 
He abounds in just and pointed reflections, his periods are 
graceful and majestic, his words impressive and sterling. 
These united excellencies give you infinite delight, not 
only when you are earned along, if I may so say, with 
the resistless current of his fieiy eloquence, but also when 
merely read by themselves, xou will be of my opinion 
when you take up any of his speeches to read, and vnll 
not hesitate to place him in the same rank with the 
ancients, whom he so happily emulates. But you will 
Tiew him with increased pleasure in his character of 
historian, taking into account the conciseness, lucidity, 
elegance, brilliancy, and sublimity of his style of narra- 
tion ; and the same strength of expression, though more 
oompressed, condensed, and restricted, runs through his 
historical harangues which so eminently characterises his 
pleadings. In addition to all this, he has composed 
■rreral poetical pieces in the manner of Calyus and 
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OfttuUiu. What strokes of wit, what sweetness <^ nnm- 
berSy what pointed satire, what tenderness, appear in his 
Terses I He introduces indeed, but designedly, oooasional 
harsher metres amidst easy, graoeful, harmonius ones, in 
the manner too of Calvus or Catullus. He read to me, 
the other day, some letters which he assured me were 
written by his wife : I £»ncied I was hearing Plautus or 
Terence in prose. Whether they are that lady's (as he 
positively affirms), or his own, which he absolutely denies, 
ne deserves eqxua praise ; either for writing such pieces 
hiiuself^ or for having so hiehly impr«ived and refined the 
genius of his wife, whom he married young and nnin- 
stj noted. His works are ever in my hands ; and I never 
sit down to oompose anything of my own, or to revise 
what I have already wiitten, or am in a disposition to 
amuse myself, that I do not take up this agreeable author ; 
and as often as I do so, he is still new. Let me strongly 
recommend him to the same degree of intimaoy with yuu ; 
iior let it be any objection to his works that he is a con- 
tempirai-y Mrriter. Had he flourished in some former age, 
not only his publicationn, but pictures and statues of him 
would have oeen passionately enquired after : shall then 
the honour and pleasure he confers upon us by his presence 
in our midst pall upon one, so to speak, through satiety? 
It argues, surely, a veiy perverse and envious disposition, 
not to admire a man who so thoroughly de^serves admira- 
tion, just beoause we have it in our power to see, address, 
listen to, embrace, and give him not only our applause, but 
our friendship. Farewell. 



LETTEB XYIL To Cobnkuus Titianus. 

The social virtues have not yet quite forsaken the 
world ; and there are st'U tho-e whose ^nerous esteem 
extends itself even to their departed friends. Titianus 
Gapito has obtained the emperor's permission to erect a 
statue in the fi^rum to the late L. Syilanus. It is a truly 
laudable and noble application of prinoely favour, to 
•aploy it to suoh a purpose as this, and to exert one's 
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interest for the glory of others. To preserve the niemorj 
of eminent characters, is, indeed, habitual to Capito : lie 
has placed in his house (where he may safely take that 
liberty) the siattnes of the Bmti, the Gassii, and the 
Catos,* which he not only contemplates with ardent 
TeneraHon, but lias also celebrated the lives of those great 
patriots in some excellent verses. One may be very sure 
a man possesses great virtue himself who has such a love 
for it in others. Syllanus certainly deserves the honour 
done him, and Oapito has by this act secured to himself 
that immortality which he has conferred on his friend ; 
for he who erects a statue in the Roman forum to a 
worthy character receives as much Honour as he confers. 
FarewelL 



LETTER XVIIL To Suetohios T!iAHQaiLLU8.t 

You tell me in your letter that you are extremely 
alarmed by a dream ; apprehending that it forebodes some 
ill success to you in the case you have undertaken to 
defend ; and, therefore, desire that 1 would get it adjourned 
for a few days, or, at least, to the next. This wUl be no 
easy matter, but I will try : 

. . . . ' For dreams deeoend from Jove.' t 

Meanwhile, it is very material for you to recollect whether 
your dreams S generally represent things as they after- 

* Suetonius ioforms jm that Caligula destroyed tiio statues of those 
illustrious persons, which Augustus had erected in the capitol; and 
published an edict whereby he prohibited statues to be raised to anv 
person in his lifetime, unless by the emperor's express permission. It 
is probable Pliny here alludes to a decree of this nature ma«le by some 
suooeeding emperor, perhaps Domitian, against publicly erecting 
statues to these glorious assertors of liberty. M, 

t The historian. 

1 Iliad, i. 68. 

I Dreams were considered, from the earliest antiquity, as sacred ad< 
numitions and hints of futurity. Many of the heathen oracles were 
delivered in this manner ; and, even amonR the Jews, we find several 
Intimations eonveyed to their prophets in the same way. The Romany 
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wardfl fall out, or quite the reverse. But if I may judge 
of yours by one that happened to myself, this dream 
that alarms you so seems to portend that you will acquit 
yourself witn great success. I had promised to stand 
counsel for Junius Pastor ; when I fancied in my sleep 
that my mother-iu-law came to me, and, throwing herself 
at my feet, earnestly entreated me not to plead. I was at 
that time a very young man ; the case was to be argued in 
the four centumviral courts : my adversaries were some of 
the most important personages in Rome, and particular 
fHYOuiites of Caesar ; * any of which circumstances were 
sufficient, after such an inauspicious dream, to have dis- 
couraged me. I^'otwiihstanding this, I engaged in the 
cause, reflecting that, 

* Without a sigii, his Bword the brave man drawsi 
And ObkB no omen but his country's cause.' f 

for I looked upon the promise I had given to be as sacred 
to me as my country, or, if that were possible, more so. 
The event happened as I wished ; and it was that very 
case which first procured me the favourable attention of 
the public, and threw open to me the gates of Fame. 
Consider then whether your dream, like this one I have 
related, may not pre-signify success. But, after all, per- 
haps you will think it safer to pursue this cautious 
maxim : * Never do a thing concerning the rectitude of 
which YOU are in doubt:' if bo, write me word. In the 
interval, I will otmbider of some excuse, and will so plead 
your cause that you may be able to plead it yourself any 
day you like best. In this respect, you are in a better 
situation than I was : the court of the centumviri, where 

In general, were great observers of dreams ; and Augustus Caesar is said 
to have escaped a very imminent danger at the battle of Philippi, by 
quitting his tent in compliance with a dream of Antonius, liis physi- 
cian. ( Val. Max. 1. i. o. 7.) This is mentioned to obviate any pre- 
juUioo a^uinst Pliny, which mi^ht possibly arise in the mind of a reader 
unacquainted with the prevailing seutimouts of the ancients upon this 
point, who might otherwise be surprised to find our author talking 
yeriously upon a subject of this nature. If. 

* Domitian. 

t Iliad, zii 243. Pope. 
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I was to plead, admits of no adjonrnment: whereas, in 
tliat where your case is to be heard, though no easy matter 
to procure one, still, however, it is pushible. Farevrell. 



LETTER XIX. To Bomanus Firmus. 

As you are my towns-man, my school-fellow, and the 
earliest companion of my youth; as there was the 
strictest friendship between my mother and uncle and 
your father (a happiness which I also enjoyed as far an 
the great inequality of our ages would admit) ; can I fail 
(thus biassed as I am by so many and weighty considera- 
tions) to contiibute all in my power to the advancement 
of your honours ? The rank you bear in our province, 
as deourio, is a proof that you are possessed, at least, of an 
hundred thousand sesterces ; * but that we may also have 
the satisfaction of seeing you a Roman knightif 1 present 
you with three hundred thousand, in order t<> make up the 
sum requisite to entitle you to that dignity, llie long 
acquaintance we ha^ e had leaves me no room to apprehend 
you will ever be forgetful of this instance of my friend- 
ship. And I know your disposition too well to think it 
necessary to advise you to enjoy this honour wirh the 
modesty that becomes a person who received it from me: 
for the advanced rank we possess through a friend's 
kindnef^s is a Rort of sacred trust, in which we have hit 
judgment, as well as our own charader, to maintain, and 
therefore to be guarded with the greater caution. Fare- 
well. 

* Equal to about £780 of our money. After the reign of Augustus 
the Talue of the $e$ieriiui s Id. 8*5 furthlDgs. 

r** t * The equestrian dignity, or that order of the Boman people which 
we commonly call kmahiM^ had nothing in it analogous to any order of 
modern knighthood, but depended entirely upon a yaluation of their 
estates ; and eyerr citizen, whose entire fortune amounted to 400 000 
sesterces, that ip, to about £8120 of onr money, was enrolled, of oourse, 
in the lis^ of kniehtd, who were considered as a middle order between 
the senators and common people, yet, without any other distinction 
than the priyilege of wearing a gold rins, which was the peculiar badgt 
of their cider.* Life of Olcao^ vol L iu. in note. Jt 
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r— LETTER XX. To Cornelius Tactiub. 

I bave frequent debates witb a certain acquaintance of 
mine, a man of skill and learning, wbo admires nothing 
80 much in the eloquence of the bar as concineness. I 
agree with him, that where the case will admit of this 
precision, it may with propriety be adopted ; but insist 
that, to leave out what is material to be mentioned, oi 
only briefly and cursorily to touch upon those points 
which should be inculcated, impressed, and urged well 
home upon the minds of the audience, is a downright fraud 
upon one's client. In many cases, to deal with the sub- 
ject at greater length adds strength and weight to onr 
ideas, which frequently produce their impression upon 
the mind, as iron does upon solid bodit^s, rather by 
repeated strokes than a single blow. In answer to this, he • 
usually has recourse to auuiorities, and produces Lysias * 
amoncst the Grecians, together with Cato and the two 
Grdcchi, amone our own countrymen, many of whose 
speeches certainly are brief and curtailed. In return, 
1 name Demosthenes, Acschines, Hyperides,')' and many 
others, in opposition to Lysias ; while 1 confrtint Cato and 
the Gracchi with Caesar, Follio, \ Caelius, § but, above all, 
Cicero, whose longest speech is generHlIy considered his 
best. Why, no doubt about it, in good compositionH, as 
in everything else that is valuable, the more there is of 
them, the better. You may observe in statues, basso- 
relievos, pictures, and the human form, and even in 
animsls and trees, that nothing is more graceful than 
magnitude, if accompanied with proportion. The same 
holds true in pleading; and even in biioks a large volume 
carries a certain beauty and authority in its very size. 

* An elegant Attio orator, remarkable for the grace and lucidity of 
his style, also for his Yi?id and accurate delineations of character. 

t A graceful and powerful orator, and friend of Demosthenes. 

X A Boman orator of the Augustan age. He was a poet and historiaD 
as well, but gained most distinction as an orator. 

J A man of considerable taste, talent, and eloquence, but profligatt 
extravagani. Ue was on terms of some intimaoy with Oioero. 
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Hy antagonist, who is extremely dexterous at evading an 
argnment, eludes all this, and muoh more, which I nsuaUy 
nree to the fame purpose, by insistng that those rery 
individuals, upon whose works I fuund my opinion, made 
cmsiderable additions to their speeches when they pub- 
lished them. This I deny ; and appeal to the harangues 
of numberless orators, partioularly to those of Oioero, for 
Murena anH Yarenus, m whidh a short, bare notifioation 
of oertain oharges is expressed under mere heads. Whenoe 
it appears that many things which he enlarged upon at 
the time he delivered those speeches were retrenched when 
he gave them to the public. The same excellent orator 
informs us that, agreenbly to the ancient custom, which 
allowed only of one counsel on a side, Cluentius had 
no o'her advocate than himself; and he tells us further 
that he employed four wh<ile days in defence of Cornelius; 
by which it plainly appears that tho.«e speeches which, when 
delivered at their full length, had necessarily taken up eo 
much time a*: the bar weie considerably cut down and 
pruned when he afterwards comj^ressed them into a single 
volume, though, I must confess, indeed, a large one. But 
good pleading, it. is objected, is one thing, just composi- 
tion another. This objection, 1 am aware, has had some 
favourers ; nevertheless, I am persuaded (though 1 may, 
perhaps, be mistaken^ that, as it is possible you may have 
a good pleading which is not a good speech, so a good 
speech cannot be a bad pleading: for the ppeedh on 
paper is the model and, as it were, the archetype of 
the speech that was delivered. It is for this reason we 
find, in many of the best speeches extant, numberless ex- 
temporaneous turns of expression; and even in those 
which we are sure were never spoken ; as, for instance, in 
the following passage from the speech against Verres : — 
' A certain mechanic — what's his name ? Oh, thank you 
for helping we to it : yes, I mean Polyditus.* It fUows, 
then, that the nearer approach a speaker makes to the rules 
of just composition, the more perfect will he be in his 
art ; always 8upi)osing, however, that he has his due share 
of time allowed him ; for, if he be limited of that article, no 
blune can justly be fixed upon the advocate, though muoti 
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certainly upon the judge. The sense of the laws, I am 
sure, is on my side, which are by no means sparing of the 
oratoi-'s time: it is not oonciseness, but fulness, a complete 
representation of every material oircomstanoe, which 
they recommend. Now conciseness cannot efifect this, 
unless in the moat insignificant cases. Let me add what 
experience, that unerring guide, has taught me : it ha« 
frequently been my province to act both as an advocate 
and a judge; and I have often also attended as an assessor.* 
Upon those occasions, I have ever found the judgments of 
mankind are to be influenced by different modes of appli- 
cation, and that the slightest circumstances frequency 
produce the most important consequences. The disposi- 
tions and understandings of men vary to such an extent 
that they seldom agree in their opinions concerning any 
one point in debate before them; or, if they do, it is 
generally from different motives. Besides, as every man 
IS naturally partial to his own discoveries, when he hears 
an argument urged which had previously occurred to him- 
self, ho will be sure to embrace it as extremely convincing. 
The orator, therefore, should so adapt himself to his 
audience as to throw out something which every one of 
them, ill turn, may receive and approve as agreeable to lus 
own particular views. I recollect, once, when Regulus 
and I were engaged on the same side, his remarking to 
me, 'You seem to think it necessary to go into every 
single circumstance : whereas I always take aim at once 
at my adversary's throat, and there I press him closely.* 
('Tis true, he keeps a tight hold of whatever part he 
has once fixed uptm ; but tho misforiune is, he is extremely 
apt to fix upon the wrong place.) I replied, it might 
possibly hapi)en that what he called the throat was, in 
reality, the Jmee or the ankle. ^ As for myself, said I, who 
do not pretend to direct my aim with so much precision, 
I test every part, I probe every opening ; in short, to use 
a vulgar proverb, I leave no stone unturned. And as in 
agriculture, it is not my vineyards or my woods only, but 

* The praetor was assisted by ten assessors, fiye of whom were 
senators, and the rest knights. With these he was obliged to eousult 
before he pronounood aeutenoe. If. 
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my fields as well, that I look after and onltfyate, and (to 
carry on the metaphor) an I do not content myself with 
sowing those fields simply with oom or white wheat, but 
sprinkle in bHrley, pulse, and the other kinds of grain ; so, 
in my pleadings at the bar, I hcatter broadcast various 
arguments like so many kinds of seed, in order to reap 
whiEttever may happen to oome np. For the disposition of 
your jddges is as hard to fathom as uncertain, and as little 
to be relied on as that of soils and seasons. The comic 
writer Eupolis,* I remember, mentions it in praise of that 
excellent omtor Pericles, that 

* On his lips Peranasion huoff, 

And powerful Reason ruFd his tongue : 

Thus he alone oould bnasi the art 

To ohariu at once, and pieroe the heart' 

But could Pericles, without the richest variety of expres- 
sion, and merely by the force of the concise or the rapid 
style, or both (for they are very different), have thua 
eharmed and pierced the heart ? To delight and to persuade 
requires time and great command of language; and to 
leave a sting in the minds of the audience is an effect not 
to be expected from an orator who merely pinke^ but from 
him, and him only, who ihruMU in. Another comic poet,f 
speaking of the same orator, says, 

* His mighty words like Jove's own thunder roll ■ 
Greece hears, and tremUes to her inmost souL' 

But it is not the close and reserved; it is the copious, 
the majestic, and the sublime orator, who thunders, who 
lightens, who, in short, bears all before him in a confused 
whirL There is, undeniably, a just mean in ever^thins ; 
but he equally misses the mark who falls short of it, as ho 
who goes beyond it ; he who is too limited as he who is 
too unrestiained. Hence it is as common a thing to hear 
our orators condemned for being too jejune and feeble as 
too excessive and redundant. One is said to have exceeded 
the bounds of his subject, the other not to have reached 

* A oontemporary and rival of Aristophanes, 
t Aristophanes^ Aoh, 58L 
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them. Both, no doubt, are equally in fault, with thia 
diflferenoe, however, that in the one the fault arises from 
an abundance, in the other, from a defioienoy ; an error, in 
the former case, which, if it be not the bign of a more 
oorreot, is certainly of a more fertile geniua When I say 
thid, I would nol be understood to approve that everlasting 
talker* mentioned in Homer, but that other f deaoribed 
in the following lines : 

* Frequent and soft, as &ll8 the winter snow, 
Thufl from his lipe the oopioua periods flow.' 

>lot but that I extremely admire him,} too, of whom the 
poet says, 

* Few were his wrada, but wonderfully strong.' 

Yet, if the choice were given me, I should give the pre- 
ference to that style resembling winter 8ww, that is, to the 
full, uninteiTupted, and diffusive ; in short, to that pomp of 
eloquence whoh seems all heavenly and divine. . But (it is 
replied^ the harangue of a more moderate length is most 
generally admired. It is :— but only by indolent people ; 
and to fix the standard by their laziness and false delicaoy 
would be simply ridiculous. Were you to consult persons 
of this cast, they would tell you, not only that it is best to 
say little, but that it is best to say nothing at all. Thus, 
my friend, I have laid before you my opinions upon this 
subject, and I am willing to change them if not agreeable 
to yours. But shoul i you disagree with me, pray let me 
know clearly your reasons why. For, though I ought to 
yield in this cane to your more enlightened judgment, 
yet, in a point of such consequence, I nad rather 1^ con- 
vinced by argument than by authority. So if 1 dun*t 
seem to you very wi'^e of the mark, a line or two from 
you in return, intimating your ooi^currenoe, will be suffi- 
oient to confirm me in my opinion : on the other hand, if 
you should think ine mistaken, let me have your objeo- 
tions at full length. Does it not look rather like bribery, 

* Thersites. Iliad, il v. 212. 
t Ulysses. Hiad. iii. v. 222. 
; Menelaus. Iliad, iil 9. 214. 
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tny requiring only a short letter, if Ton agree with mc ' 
but a very long one if you should be of a different opinion 
Farewell. 

- LETTER XXI. To Patbrnus. 

As I rely very muoh upon the soundness of your judg- 
ment, so I do upon the goodness of your eyes : not because 
I think your disoemment very gi-eat (for I don't want to 
make you conceited), but because I think it as good as 
mine : which, it must be confessed, is saying a great deal. 
Joking apart, I like the look of the slaves wnich were 
purchased for me on your recommendation veiy well ; all 
1 further care about is, that they be honest : and for this I 
must depend upon their charaot ji-s more than their coun- 
tenances. Farewell. 



LETTER XXII. To Catilius Sevbkus. ♦ 

I am at present (and have been a considerable time) 
detained in tlome, under the most stunning apprehensions. 
Titus Aristo,t whom I have a singular admiration and 
affection for, is faXiea into a long and obstinate illness, 
which th>ubles me. Virtue, knowledge, and good sense, 
shine out with so superior a lustre in this excellent man 
that learning herself, and every valuable endowment, seem 
involved in the danger of his single person. How con- 
summate his knowlMse, both in the political and civil 
laws of his country I How thoroughly conversant is he in 
every branch of history or antiquity ? In a word, there is 
nothing you might wish to know which he could not teach 
you. As for me, whenever I would acquaint myself with 
any abstruse point, I go to him as my store-house. What 
an engaging sincerity, what dignity in his conversation! 
how chastened and l>ecoming is his caution I Though he 
conceives, at once, every point in debate, yet he is as slow 
to decide as he is quick to apprehend ; calmly and delibe- 
lately sifting and weighing every opposite reason that is 

* Oreat-erandfaiher of the Emperor M. Anreliuii 
t Ad enunent lawyer of Tnjac^i reign. 

ft 
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offered, and bracing it, with a most jndioioua penetration, 
from its source through all its remotest consequences. His 
diet is frugal, his dress plain ; and whenever I enter his 
chamber, and view him reclined upon his couch, 1 consic^er 
the scene before me as a true image of ancient simplicity, 
to which his illustrious mind reflects the noblest ornament. 
Ho places no paii; of his happiness in ostentation, but in 
the secret approbation of his conscience, seeking the reward 
of his virtue, not in the clamorous applauses of the world, 
but in the silent satisfaction which results from having 
a(rted well. In short, you will not easily find his equal, 
even among our philosophers by outward profession. No, 
he does not frequent the gymnasia or porticoes,* nor does 
he amuse his own and others* leisure with endless contro- 
versies, but busies himself in the scenes of civil and active 
life. Many has he assisted with his interest, still more 
with his advice, and withal in the pmctice of temperance, 
piety, justice, and fortitude, he has no superior. You would 
be astonished, were you there to see, at the patience with 
which he bears his illness, how he holds out against pain, 
endures thirst, and quietly submits to this rapping fever and 
to the pressure of those clothes which are laid upon him ^ 
promote perspiration. He lately called me and a few more) 
of his particular friends to his bedside, requeistins us to 
ask his physicians what turn they apprehended his dis- 
temper would take ; that, if they pronounced it incurable, 
he might voluntaiily put an end to his life ; but if therej 
wore hopes of a recoyery, how tedious and difficult soever^ 
it might prove, he would calmly wait the event; for so 
much, he tnought, was due to the tears and entreaties of his 
wife and daughter, and to the affectionate intercession of 
his friends, as not voluntarily to abandon our hopes, if they 
were not entirely desperate. A true hero's resolution this, 
in my estimation, and worthy the highest applause. In- 
stances are frequent in the world, of rushing into the arms 
of death without reflection and by a sort of blind impulse ; 
but deliberately to weigh the reasons for life or death, and 

* The philoaopben used to hold their diaputatioiiB in the gymitosia 
4n(l portiooea, being placet of the moat public reaort for walking^ 
to. jf. 
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to be determined in our choice as either side of the scale 
prevails, shows a great mind.* We have had the satisrac- 
tion to receive the opinion of his physicians in his favour : 
may heaven favour their promises and lelieve me at length 
I from this painful anxiety. Once easy in my mind, I shall 
^o back to my favouiite Laorentum, or, in other words, to 
my books, my papers and studious leisure. Jubt now, so 
much of my time and thoughts are taken up in attendance 
upon my friend, and anxiety for him, that I have neither 
leisure nor iuclination for any reading or writing whatever. 
Thus you have my fears, my wishes, and my after-plans, 
Write me in return, but in a gayer strain, an account not 
only of what von are and have been doing, but of what 
you intend doing too. It will be a very sensible consola- 
tion to me in this disturbance of mind, to be assured that 
yonrs is easy. Farewell. 

* The general lawfulness of self-raurder was a doctrine by no means 
oniversally reoeiyed in the ancient pagan world ; many of the moat 
considerable name& both Greek and Roman, baying expressly declare<l 
against that practice. Pythagoras, Socrates, Plato, Gicero, have con • 
demned it : even Bmtns nimsdf, though he fell by his own bands, in 
his cooler and more philosophical hourd, wrote a treatise,* in which he 
highly condemned Oato, as being guilty of an act both of impiety and 
eowardioe ia destroying himself Virgil also adopts the same senti- 
ments, and represents such unhappy persons as in a state of punishment 

' Proxima deinde tenewt maesti loco, qtU aibi ktum 
Insontea peperere manu, Ivcemque perosi 
Frqjecere anmuu : Quam veltent aethers hi aito, 
Nuno et pauperiem et duros per/erre kiborea,* 

Aen. vi. 434. Jf. 

TRANSLATION. 

' Kezi comes their portion in the gloom 
Who ffailtless sent themselres to doom, 
And all for loathing of the day 
In madness threw tlieir lires away : 
How gladly now in upper .tir 
Contonpt and beggary would they bear 
And labour's sorest pain.' 
« (ConmgtoB.) 



* Flttt. in Brut. 

D 3 
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LETTER XXIII. To Pompbius Faloo. 

You a8k me whether I think you ean with decency act 
as an advocate during your tribuneship ?* It depends very 
much upon your opinion of that ofSce ; whether you look 
upon it as a mere empty shadow, a title without honour, 
or as a sacred function, the exercise of which as no 
power can suspend, so neither ought the person himself 
who is invested with it, Wlien I was myself in that post 
(possibly I might be mistaken in thinking I was become of 
any importance, however, on the supposition that I really 
was), I entirely quitted the bar. I thought it unbefitting 
a magistrate, who, upon all occasions, had a right of pre- 
cedency, and in whose presence everybody is obligea to 
rise, to be seen standing, while all about him were seated ; 
that he, who has authority to impose silence upon any 
man, should himself be checked by the clepsydra ; f that 
he, whom it is held impious to inteiTupt,^ should be ex- 
posed to the scurrilous liberties of bar orators ; which, 
to chastise, would be thought a sort of insolence of office, 
and yet it would be weakness to overlook. I considered, 
moreover, the dilemma in which I uhould find myself, if 
either my client or his adversary should happen to appeal 
to me as tribune, whether to interpose my authority, or, by 
a kind of resignation of my office, to act solely in my 
private capacity. For these reasons I chose officiating as 
the public magistrate, rather than as the private advocate. 
But, with respect to yourself, (I repeat it again) it veiy 
much depends upon your opinion of the office in question, 
and under what character you would choose to appear; 
remembering always, that a wise man will take upon him- 
self such only as he is capable of sustaining with dignity. 
Farewell. 

* See book ix. letter xiiL note. 

t Glepevdrae were used in the Boman law oourts, for regulatipg the 
duration of the proceedings. 

t Ab their chiftraoters were held aaored, it was esdeemed the highest 
act of impiety to offer them inJHrj, or so much as to interrupt them 
when they were speaking. M, 
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LETTER XXIV. To Bbmw 

My Mend and guest, Tranqnillus, has an noUnation to 
pnronase a small farm, of whioh, as I am informed, an 
aoqiiaintanoe of yours intends to dispose. I beg you would 
endeavour he may get it upon reasonable terms; whioh 
will add to his satisfaotion in the purchase. A dear 
bargain is always a disagreeable thing, particularly as it 
reflects upon the buyer's judgment. There are several 
circumstances attending this little villa, which (supposing 
my friend has no objection to the price) are extremely 
suitable to his taste and desires : the convenient distance 
from Rome, the goodness of tL« rcsdB^ the smallness of 
the building, and the very few acres of land around it, 
which are lUBt enough to amuse him, without takins up 
ills time. To a man of Tranquillus' studious turn, it is 
rsuflBcient if he have but a smidl spot to relieve the mind 
and divert the eve, where he may saunter round his 
erounds, traverse his single walk, grow familiar with all 
\hi8 little vines, and count the trees in his shrubbery. I 
mention these particulars to let you see how much he will 
be obliged to me, as I shall be to you, if ^ou can help him 
to this convenient little box, at a price which he shall have 
tto oooaiKon to repent FarewelL 
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BOOK II. 



LETTER L To Vooonius Bomanto, 

Rome has not for many years beheld a more mugniBcent 
and memorable speotaole than was lately exhibited in the 
piiblio funeral of that great, illustrious, and no less fortu- 
nate man, Verginius Rufus.*^ He lived thirty years after 
he had reaohed the zenith of his fame. He read poems 
composed in his honour, be read histories of his aohieve- 
ments, and was himself witness of his fame among poste- 
rity. He was thrioa raised to the dignity of consul, that he 
might at least be the highest of subjects, who f had refused 
to be the first of princes. As he escaped the resentment of 
those emperors to whom his virtues had ^iven umbrage and 
even rendered him odious, and ended bis days when this 
best of princes, tliis friend of mankind,^ was in quiet posses- 

* Tbe ancientB seem to have oonsidered fortune as a mark of merit in 
tlie person who was thus distinguished. Olcero reoomniended Pompey 
to the Romans for their general upon three aooouuts^ as a man of 
courage, conduct, and good fortune ; and not only Sylla the dictator, 
but several of the Uoman emperors, as is still to be seen upon their • 
medals, among other titles, gave themselves that of fdix^ or fortu- 
nate. M, 

t ' Verginius Ruftis was governor of Upper Germany at the time of 
the revolt of Julius Vindex in Gaul, a.d. 68. The soldiers of Verginius 
wished to raise him to the empire, but he refused the honour, and 
marched against Vindex, who perished before Vesontio. After the 
death of Nero, Verginius supported the claims of Qalba, and accom- 
panied him to Bome. Upon Otho's death, the soldiers again attempted 
to proclaim Verginius emperor, and in consequence of his refusal of the 
honour, he narrowly escaped with his life.' (See Smith's Diet, of Greek 
and Bom. Biog. &c.) 

X The justness of this glorious title, the friend of mankind^ which 
our author here gives to Nerva, is confirmed by the concurrent testi- 
mony of all the historians of these times. That excellent emperor's 
kihort reign seems, indeed, to have been one uninterrupted series o( 
generous and benevolent actions; and he used to express the satis- 
footion he felt in being conscious of not haviug committed a single uH 
whioh could give ofienoe to any man. M* 
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■ion of the empire, it seems as if Providenoe had purposely 

E reserved him to these times, that he mif;ht receive the 
onour of a public faneral. He reached his eighty-fourth 
year, in full tranquillity and universally revered, having 
enjoyed strong health during his lifetime, with the excep- 
tion of a trembling in his hands, which, however, gave 
him no pain. His last illness, indeed, was severe and 
tedious ; but even that circumstance added to his reputa- 
tion. As he was practising his voice with a view ol 
returning his public acknowledgements to the emperor, 
who had promoted him to the oonsulbhip, a large volume 
he had taken into his hand, and which happened to be t(iO . 
heavy for so old a man to hold standing up, hlid from his 
grasp. In hastily endeavouring to recover it, his foot 
slipped on the smooth pavement, and he fell down and 
broke his thigh-bone, which being durahily set, his age 
as well being against him, did not properly unite again. 
The funeral obsequies paid to the memory of this great 
man have done honour to the emperor, to the age, and to 
the bar. The consul Cornelius Tacitus* pronounced his 
funei-al oration * and thus his good fortune wss crowned 
by the public applause of so eloquent an orator. He has 
departed from our midst, full of years, indeed, and of 

glory ; as illustrious by the honours he refused as by thoib^ 
e accepted. Yet still we shall miss him and lament him, 
as the shining model of a pHst age ; I, especially, shiill 
feel his loss, for I not only admii^ him as a patiiot, but 
loved him as a friend. We were of the same province, and 
of neighbouring towns, and our estates were also contiguous. 
BoMides these accidental connections, he was left my guar- 
dian, and always treated me with a parentis affection. 
Whenever I offered myself as a candidate tor any ofiBce in the 
state, he constantly supported me with his interest ; and 
although he had long since given up all such services to 
friends, he would kindly leave his retirement and come to 
give me his vote in person. On the day on which the 
pricHts nominate those they oonsider most worthy of tlie 
sacred office,! ^® constantly proposed me. Even in his last 

* The historian. 

t Namely, of augurs. ' This college, as regnlnted by SjUfti oon* 
dsted of fifteen, who wore all persons oi the fxst distinction in Boms 
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illness, apprehending the possibility of the senate's appoint- 
ing him one of the five oommissioners for redaMng the 
pnblio expenses, he fixed upon me, young as I am, to bear 
his excuses, in preference to so many other friends, elderly 
men too, and of consular rank, and said to me, * Had I a son 
of my own, I woidd entrust you with this matter.' And 
so I cannot but lament his death, as though it were pre- 
mature, and pour but my grief into your bosom ; if indeed 
one has any right to grieve, or to call it death at all, 
which to such a man terminates his mortality, rather than 
ends his life. He lives, and will live on for ever ; and his 
fame will extend and be more celebrated by posterity, now 
that he is gone from our sight. I had mnch else to write 
to you, but my mind is full of this. I keep thinking of 
Yerginius : I see him before me : 1 am forever fondly ^et 
vividly imagining that I hear him, am speaking to hini) 
embrace him. There are men amongst us, his fellow* 
citizens, perhaps, who may rival him in virtue ; but not 
one that will ever approach him in glory. Farewell. 



LETTER n. To Paulinus. 

I am angry : I do not know whether I have any right td 
bo, but I ain. Love, you know, is apt to be capricious, 
frequently ungovernable, ewigeant always, lliere is great, 
I do not know whether just, occasion : but taking it for 
granted there is, I am exceedingly angry at not having 
heard from you all this while. One possible means of 
appeasing me is left you ; let your letters for the future be 
verv frequent and very long ; this is the only excuse I 
shall take, I t^haXl believe in no others. I am not goins 
to listen to ' I was not in town,' or * I was too busy? 
The ^ods avert I 'I was too unwell.' As for me, I am 
enjoying, at my villa, the alternate delights of reading and 
doing nothing, those offspring of an uninterrupted leisure. 
ParewelL 

U was a priesthood for life, of a oharaoter indelible, which no orime or 
forfeiture oould effiioe ; it wu necetisary tliat every candidate should be 
nominated to the people by two augurs, who gaye a scienin testioionj 
upon oath of his digniti nnd fltneas for that office.' HiUdletuc's Lin 
of Cioen\ p. 147. M. 
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LETTER in. To Nepob. 

Tbe great fam^ of Isaeus * had already pieoeded him 
here ; bnt we find him e^en more wonderfm than we had 
heard. He posuesseB the utmost readiness, copionsness, 
and abundance of language : he always speaks extempore, 
and his lectures are as finished as though he had spent a 
long time over their written composition. His style is 
Greek, or rather the genuine Attia His exordiums are 
terse, elegant, attractive, and occasionally impressive and 
majestic. He suggests several subjects for discussion, 
allows his audience their choice, sometimes to even name 
which side he shall take, rises, ariunges himself, and 
begins. At once he has everything almost equally at 
command. Recondite meanings of things are suggested 
to you, and words — what words they are! exquisiteljr 
chosen and polished. These extempore speeches of his 
show the wideness of his readine, ana how much practice 
he has had in composition. His preface is to the point, 
his narrative lucid, his summing up forcible, his rhetorical 
ornament imposing. In a word, ho teaches, entertains, 
and affects you; and you are at a loss to decide which 
of the three he does best. EUs reflections are frequent, 
his syllogisms also are frequent, condensed, and carefully 
finished, a result not easily attainable even with the pen. 
As for his memory, you would hardly believe what it is 
capable of. He repeats from a long way back what he has 
previously delivered extempore, without missine a single 
word, lliis marvellous fiM)ulty he has acquired by dint of 
great application and practice, for night and day he does 
nothing, hears nothing, savs nothing else. He has passed 
his sixtieth year and is still only a rhetorician, and I know 
no class of men more single-hearted, more genuine, more 
excellent than this class. We who have to go through the 
rough work of the bar and of real disputes unavoidablv 
contract a certain unprincipled adroi^ess. The school, 
the lecture-room, the imaginary case, all this, on the other 
hand, is perfeoUy innocent and harmless, and equally 
enjoyable, mspecially to old people, for what can be happief 

« Alhidod to by Javenol, Sat. iii. 74. 
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at' that time of life than to enjoy what we found plea* 
Bantt'Bt in our young days ? I consider Isaeus then, not 
only the most eloquent, but the happiest, of men, and 
if you are not longing to make his acquaintance, you must 
be made of sUme and iron. So, if not upon my ao()ount, 
or for any other reason, come, for the sake of heaiing this 
man, at lea&t. Have you never read of a certain inha- 
bitant of Cadiz who was so impressed with the name and 
fame of Livy that he came from the remotest comer of the 
earth on purpose to see him, and, his curiosity gratified, 
went straight honie again. It is utter want of taste, 
shows simple ignorance* is almost an actual disgrace to a 
man, not to set any high value upon a proficiency in so 
pleasing, noble, refining a science. * I have authois,' you 
will reply, *here in my own study, just as eloquent.' 
Tine : but then those authors you can read at any time, 
while you cannot always get the opportunity of hearing 
eloquence. Besides, as the proverb says, * The living 
voice is that which sways the soul ; * yes, far more. For 
notwitlibtanding what one reads is more dearly under- 
stood than whHt one hears, yet the utterance, countenance, 
garb,* aye and the very gestures of the speaker, alike con- 
cur in fixing an impression upon the mind ; that is, unless 
we disbelieve the truth of Aeschines* statement, who, after 
he had read to the Bhodians that celebrated speech f of 
Demosthenes, upon their expressing their admiration of it, 
is said to have added, * Ah 1 what would you have said, 
could you have heard the wild beast himself?' And 

* The anoients thoaght eyerything that conoemed an orator worthy 
tlielr attention, eyea to hia yery dress, Oyid mentions the habii as well 
M the air and mien of Qermanicus, as expreasiye of his eloquence. 

* Jhun .... siiens adatatt status est vtUtusque dissrti, 
Spemque decens doctae vocis amictus habet.* 

De Pont. 1. U 5. 

* Ere yet he speaks, the orator is seen 
In all the eloquence of garb and mien.' 

M. 

t His speech * On the Grown,' deliyered in reply to a speech of 
Aeschines against Ctesiphon, who had proposed that Demosthenes 
should be rewarded with a golden crown for his eminent seryioes to the 
state. Aeschines was completely defeated, and left Athens in couse- 
qoenoe. Subsequently ho resided at Rhodes, where he taught oratiir/. 
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Aeschines, if we may take Demoethenes* word for it, was 
no mean elocutionist; yet, he could not but confess that 
the speech would have sounded far finer from the lips of 
its author. I am saying all this with a yiew to persuading 
you to hear Isaeus, if even for the mere sake of being able 
to say you have heard him^ Farewell. 



LETTER IV. To Calvina. 

Had your father left several creditors, or, indeed, a 
single one except myself, you might reasonably perhaps 
scruple* to enter upon his estate, which, with such encum- 
brances, might prove a burden too heavy even for one of 
our sex to undertake. But since, out of regard to the 
affinity that subsisted between us, I was content to remain 
sole creditor, whilst others, I will not s-iy more importu- 
nate, but certainly more careful after their own interests, 
were paid off; and as I contiibuted a hundred thousand 
sesterces "j" towards your wedding dowry, over and above the 
sum vour father charged upon this eetafe for your fortune, 
which may also be considered as my gifr, as it was to be 
paid out of a fund before appropriated to me, you can 
require no stronger pledge that you will find me an easy 
creditor. You might be sure of this, and ought to take 
up your property to protect your Cither's memory and re- 
putation. But to give you a more substantial encourage- 
ment than mere words, I make you entirely free of the 
debt he owed me. Do not hesitate about accepting this 
present from me, upon the supposition that I can ill afford 
so large a sum. It is true my means are but moderate, 
the expenses required by my position not inconsiderable, 
while the annual income out of my estate, owing to the 
quality of the ground, is as uncertain as it is small : yet, 
what I want in wealth, I make up by economy, which 
bupplies my bountv like a fountain. I must be careful, 
no doubt, not to exhaust it by over-profusion ; but it is a 

* By the ancient Roman law, the heir, if he entered upon the pttato, 
was liable to the debts of the testator or ancestor, even though tbt$ 
•state were not sufficient to pay them. Af. 

f About £780. 
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oaution whioh I shall observe towards others : with respect 
to yourself, reason will justify my liberality, though it 
should overfluw its proper bounds. Farewell. 



LETTER V. To Lupkrcus. 

I send you at last the speeoh you have kept entreating 
me for, and whioh I have often promised you : but this is 
not the whole; part of it 1 am still keeping back and 
giving the finishing touches to. Meanwhile, I thought 
there would be no narm in my submitting to your criti- 
cism the completer portions. Pray read it over with the 
same close attention that I wrote it; for I never under- 
took any work whioh required so much. In my previous 
speeches, my diligence and integrity only were concerned : 
in the present one I had to manifest my patriotism. But 
whilst I took a delight in the task of praising and paying 
honour to my native luid, and endeavoured not only to 
support its rights but to heighten its glory, my speeoh 
insensibly swelled its dimensions. However, I beg you 
will cut it down, even in these parts, wherever yon think 
necessary ; for when I consider the fastidious delicacy of 
my readers, I am sensible that my surest reoommendation 
to them lies in the moderate length of my book. But at 
the same time that I abandon my performance to your 
utmost severity in this instance, I must ask your leniency 
towards it in several others. Some concession must be 
made to the taste of young people, especially where the 
subject admits of this. In descriptions of places, for ex* 
ample, which you will meet with pretty frequently in this 
volume, it is perfectly permissible to not merely draw 
these with strict historical accuracy, but to idealize 
slightly as well. Should any gloomy objector take of- 
fence at this, and think our strain livelier than befit« 
the gravity of this sort of composition, the other parts 
will, 1 trust, amply satisfy his severitv, and obtain in- 
dulgence for its gayer colourings. I have endeavoured 
to engage different kinds of readers by different ways 
of expressing mytse1£ And although I am afraid thei-o 
are some passage;} that will displease some, as not come* 
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mending theroselyes to their particular tastes, yet, upon 
the whole, its variety, 1 trust, will recommend it in 
general : just as at an cdegant dinner, although we do not, 
perhaps, taste every dish, we may yet admire the general 
arrangement of the whole ; and should we happen to meet 
with something we find we do not care about, yet that does 
not take away our relish for what we do like. I am not so 
presumptuous as to pretend I have actually furnished such 
a collation ; I would simply be understood to mean that I 
haye made the attempt, and perhaps not altogether un- 
successfully, if you will exercise your skill upon what I 
send you now, and upon the rest, to follow, shortly. You 
will tell me, I know, that you cannot form a sufficiently 
exact opinion till you have seen the whole. I quite 
admit thlH. However, for the present you may make 
yourself acquainted with this detached part, in which yon 
will find some thin^, perhaps, that will bear a separate 
correction. Supposmg^ ^ou were to be shown the head, or 
any other member, disjointed from a complete statue, al- 
though you could not determine what proportion it bore 
to the entire figure, yet you would be able to judge of the 
elegance of that particular member. On what other prin- 
oiple is it that specimens of books are handed about, but 
that it is supposed the beauties of particular portions may 
be discerned, without viewing their relation to the whole 
The pleasure I take in getting a talk with you has carried 
me farther than I intended. But I stop here, for fear of 
exceeding in a letter the bounds I am for setting even to a 
speech. Farewell. 



LETTER VI. To Avrnis. 

It would be a long story, and of no great importance, to 
tell you by what accident I found myself dining the other 
day with an individual with whom I am by no means 
intimate, and who, in his own opinion, does things in good 
style and economically as well, but acoordinff to mine, 
with meanness and extravagance combined, borne very 
elegant dishes were served up to himself and a few more 
of UB, whilst those placed before the rest of the company 
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oon>iKted Bimply of cheap dishes and Boraps. There were, 
in small Itottios, three dilferent kinds of wine; not that 
the gueslB might take their choice, but that they might 
not have any option iu their power ; one kind being foi 
himself, and for us ; another sort for his lesser friends (for 
it seems he has degrees of friendsY and the third for his own 
freedmen and ours. My neighbour,* reclining next me, 
observing this, asked me if I approved the arrangement. 
Not at all, I told him. ' Pray then,' he asked, * what is 
your method upon such oocasions ? ' * Mine,' I returned, 
* is to give all my visitors the same reception ; for when I 
give an invitation, it is to entertain, not di8tinguish;\ my 
company : I place every man upon my own level whom 1 
admit to my table.' *Not excepting even vour freed- 
men?' * Not excepting even my freedmen, whom I con- 
sider on these occasiouH my guests, as much as any of the 
rest.' He replied, ^This must cost you a great deal.' 
'Not in the least' 'How can that be?' * Simply be- 
cause, although my freedmen don't drink the same wine 
as myself, yet I drink the same as they do.' And, no 
doubt about it, if a man is wise enough to moderate his 
appetite, he will not find it such a very expensive thing to 
share with all his visitors what he takes himself. Sesti-ain 
it, keep it in, if you wish to be a true economist. You will 
find temperance a far better way of saving than treating 
other people rudely can be. Why do I say all this? Why, 
for fear a young man of your high character and promise 
should be imposed upon by this immoderate luxury which 
prevails at some tables, under the specious notion of fru- 
gality. Whenever any folly of this sort falls under my 
eye, I shall, just because I care for you, point it out to 
you as an example you ought to shun. Bemember, then, 

* The anoient Greeks and Bomans did not sit up at the table aa we 
do, but reclined round it on couches, three and sometimeB even four 
oocupjing one couch, at least this latter was the custom amouff the 
Romans. Each guest lay flat upon his chest while eating, reaching out 
his hand (h>m time to time to the table, for what he might require. As 
soon as he had made a sufficient meal, be turned oyer upon his left side^ 
leaning on the elbow. 

t See, for a full and graphic account of the invidious distinctions 
eustomary at that period, at the tables of certain of the richer cluMCi^ 
Juvenal's fifth Satire, in Gi£ford'ft translation. 
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nothing is more to be avoided than this modern allianoe 
of luxury with meanness ; odious enough when existing 
separate and distinct, but still moie hateful where you 
meet with them together. Farewell 



LETTEB YIL To Maorinus. 

The senate decreed yesterday, on the emperor's motion, 
a triumphal statue to Vestrioius Spurinna: not as they 
would to many others, who never were in action, or saw a 
camp, or heard the sound of a trumpet, unless at a show ; 
but as it would be decreed to those who have justly bought 
such a distinction with their blood, their exertions, and 
their deeds. Spurinna forcibly restored the king of the 
Bructeri • to his throne ; and this by the noblest kind of 
victory ; for he subdued that warlike people by the terror 
of the mere display of his preparation for the campaign. 
This is his reward as a hero, while, to console him Kir the 
loss of his son Cottius, who died during his absence upon 
that expedition, they also voted a statue to the youth ; a 
very unusual honour for one so young ; but the services of 
the &ther deserved that the pain of so severe a wound 
should be soothed by no common balm. Indeed Cottius 
himself evinced such remarkable promise of the highest 

Sualities that it is but fitting his short, limited term of 
ife should be extended, as it were, by this kind of immor- 
tality. He was so pure and blameless, so full of dignity, 
and commanded such respect, that he might have chcd- 
lenged in moral goodness much older men, with whom he 
now shares equal honours. Honours, if I am not mistaken, 
conferred not only to perpetuate the memory of the de- 
ceased youth, and in consolation to the surviving father, but 
for the sake of public example also. This will rouse and 
stimulate our young men to cultivate every worthy prin- 
ciple, when they see such rewards bestowed upon one 
of their own years, provided he deserve them: at the 
same time that men of quality will be encouraged to 

* 'A people of Qermany. They dwelt on each dde of the AoqIris 
(EmsX and extended south as far rs the Lnppia (Lippe).' (Bet 
Smith's Dictionarj* of Greek and Roman Biography.) 
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loeget oliildren and to have the joy and iiatibfaotion of 
leaving a worthy race behind, if their ohildien Burvive 
them, or of so glorious a consolation, should they survive 
their children. Looking at it in thin li^ht then, I am glad, 
upon public grounds, that a statue is decreed Oottius: 
and for my own sake too, ju«it as much; for I loved 
this most favoured, gifted, youth, as ardently as 1 now 
grievously miss him amongst us. So that it will be a great 
satisfaction to me to be able to look at thin figure from time 
to time as I pass by, contemplate it, stand underneath, and 
walk to and fro before it. For if having the pictures ot 
the departed placed in our own homes lightens sorrow, 
how much more those public representations of them 
which are not only memorials of their air and counte- 
nance, but of their glory and honour besides? FareweU. 



LETPER VIII. To Caninius. 

What are you doing with yourself? Reading, hunting, 
fishing, or all of them together? You can combine all 
these, I know, on the banks of our favourite Larius, for 
the lake supplies you with fish, the woods engirdling it 
with game, each in profusion, whilst you must find eveiy 
opportunity for reading, down in that most secluded of 
seclusions. However, whatever you may be doing, 
whether any or all of these pleasant things, &r be it from 
me to sav, ' I grudge you theml ' Still, 1 must confess, 
I am restless and impatient at my not being able, as well, 
to enjoy what I long after as eagerly as a man in a fever 
longs for wine, baths, and spring water. Shall I never, if 
they refuse to be loosened, break away from these dose-bind- 
ing coi*ds ? Never, I fear ; fresh employment keeps adding 
it^f to the old, while my earlier work is still uncom- 
pleted : such an endless train of business is daily pressing 
upon me, and riveting my chains still fieister. FareweU. 



LETTER IX. To Apolunaris. 

1 am extremely anxious for the success of the petitioa 
which Euritius has presented to the senate; and I feel fa 
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my friend what I Imye neyer felt far mjeel£ My own 
oredit, character, and digpity beeidea, are, in a measure, at 
stake. I obtained for him of Caesar * the distinction of 
wearing the laticlave,t and abk) the office of quaestor ; as 
it was by my interest too that he is indulged with the 
privilege of petitioning for the tribunate ; which if the 
senate should refuse him, I am afraid it will be thought I 
imposed upon the emperor. I nmst therefore, in support 
of m^ own character, endeavour that the judgment of the 
public may confirm the opinion which Caesar has conceived 
of him, upon my representations. But if I were not for 
these reasons obliged to interest myself in the success of 
Euritius, yet his extreme probity, excessive good sense, 
and extensive learning,^ would incline me to assist him to 
the utmost of my power ; as, indeed, he and his whole 
family are deserving of the highest commendation. His 
father, Euritius Clarus, is a man of blameless life and 
ancient simplicity of manners ; and not only an eloquent 
and experienced advocate, but defends every case he 
undertakes with a courage and integiity no less to his 
honour than his singular modesty. Septitius, his uncle, is 
onid of the sinceres^ simplest-minded, most ojpen, honest 
men I ever knew. There is a friendly contention amongst 
^em who shall show me most affection ; which I am per- 
suaded they all e<]^ually feer fur me. I have now an 
opportunity of obliging the whole family, in the single 
person of Euiitius ; accordingly 1 canvass adl my friends, 
entreat them , ferret them out, apply to them indoors and 
out-of-doors, and, in a word, exert my whole interest and 
credit to serve him. I must beg of you likewise to take 
some share of this trouble with me : I will do yon the 
same good turn whenever you require it, and even without 
your asking. You have many friends, admirers, and 
viidtors, so only show yourself a well-wisher to Euritius 
in this affitir, and numbers will be ready to second your 
inclinations. Farewell. 

* Trajan. 

t The distingoisbiiig badge of the senatorial order. It was a broa^ 
purple band extending perpendioftlfffly firom the neok down the centre 
ofthetonio. 

t JSoritias was a sealoos nation of liteiatnra. Later, in the reign of 
Antoninos Viiu, he xose to be wdmuL 
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LETTEB X. To Ootavius. 

You obstinate, or, i-ather, you hard-hearted, almost oroeU 
lan, keeping suoh valuable work from the world all this 
while 1 now long do you intend grudging your friends 
the pleasure, and yourself the glory, of your poetioal pro« 
duotions ? Suffer them, I entreat you, to eome abroad, and 
be admired ; as admired they assuredly will be wherever 
the Boman language is understood. The publio has been 
earnestly expecting them for some time, and you ought 
not to disappoint or delay its expectation any longer. 
Some few poems of yours have already, contrary to your 
inclinations, broken their prison and escaped to light : if 
you do not collect these together, like wanderers they will 
find an owner some time or other. Remember, my friend, 
the mortality of human nature, from which you can only 
preseive your own name b^ a monument of this sort ; aU 
other kinds, frail and transitory as the men whose memory 
they seek to perpetuate, sink away and cease to be. Tou 
will say, I suppose, as usual, liei my friends see to ihai. 
Fix>m the bottom of my soul I wish you may find friends 
whose care, fidelity, and learning render them able and 
willing to undertake such a responsibility aii this 1 But 
surely it is not altogether prudent in any man to expect 
from others what he will not do for himseu. However, as 
to this publication, I will press you no farther ; be th 
when you shall think proper. But let me, at least, 
prevail with you to recite them, that you may be mor 
disposed to send them out into the world, from the very 
fiatterinff reception which 1 have long ventured to antici- 
pate their receiving from the assembly. I pleasd myself 
with imagining the crowd, the admiration, the applause, 
and even the hush that will attend your recital ; for the 
silence of the audience, let it be only intense, earnest, and 
desirous of hearing more, is as agreeable to me as the 
loudest approbation. Do not then, by this endless delay, 
defi-aud your studies any longer of so rich and certain a 
recompense: a delay MAich, where carried to excess, is 
apt. I fear, to be charged to idleness, indolence, and even 
timid i ty. Fara well. 
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LETTER XL To Arrianuu. 

Ton talce pleasure, I know, in hearing of anjthine dont 
in the senate, worthy that august assembly : for, alUiough 
love of peace and ^uiet has called you into retirement, 
your heart still retains its zeal for the majesty of the com- 
monwealth. Accept then the following acoonnt of what 
lately passed in that venerable body ; a transaction for ever 
memorable by its importance, and not only remarkable 
from the quality of the person concerned, but salutary by 
the severity of the example. Marius Priscus, formerly 
proconsul of Africa, being impeached by that province, 
instead of entering upon his defence, petitioned that a 
commiesion of select judges might be appointed for hii 
trial. Cornelius* Tacitus and myself, being by the senate 
assigned counsel for that province, thought it our duty to 
Inform the house that the crimes alleged against Priscus 
were of too atrocious a character to fall within the oogni- 
eance of an inferior court : for be wa8 charged with vena- 
lity in the administration of justice, and even of taking 
money to pass sentence of death upon persons perfectly 
innocent. Fronto Catius rose in his behalf, and pleaded 
that the whole enquiry might be confined to the binele 
article of bribery; ex^rt in drawing tears from his 
audience, he filled the sails of his speech with the breath of 
pity, so to speak. The debate grew warm, and there weu9 
considerable diviHion of opinion. Some argued that it 
was a matter which legally did not come under the dis- 
cussion of the senate : others, that the house was at liberty 
to proceed upon it, or not, as it should s< e proper, and 
that the defendant ought to be punished according to the 
full measure of his guilt. At lant Julius Ferox, the consul 
^lect, a man of great worth and integrity, proposed that 
judges should be granted him provisionally, and in the 
meanwhile that those persons to whom it was alleged he 
had sold innocent blood should be summoned to appear. 
Not only the majority of the senate gave in to this opinion, 
but, after all the contention that had been raised, it was 
the one single point on which there was general agree- 
ment I could not but observe, upon this occasion, thai 

M 2 
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feelings of relenting and compassion, thongh they at first 
operate with great force, gradually give way l>efore tho 
cool dictates of reason and reflection ; and that numbers 
will support an opinion, by joining in the general Toioe, 
which they would never singly and deliberately defend. 
The fact is there is no discerning the right side of a qnea« 
tion amidst the confused murmurs of a crowd ; one must 
consider it apart, to view it in its true light. Yitelliui| 
Tlonoratus and Flavins Martianus, the persons ordered to 
be summoned, were brought before the house. Honoratua 
was charged with having given three hundred thousand 
sesterces * to procure a sentence of banishment against a 
Boman knight, as well as the capital conviction of seven 
of hia friends. Against Martianns it was alleged that 
he gave seven hundred thousand,! in order to procure 
another person's being condemned to suffer various 
torturfs; wich were accordingly inflicted, and the un- 
happy man was first whipped, afterwards sent to work 
in the mines, and finally strangled in prifion. But the 
death of Honoratus opportunely prevented the enquiry 
upon him. Martianus appeared, but without Priscus. 
I'uUius Cerealis, therefore, a man of consular rank, thought 
proper to move that Priscus, agi*eeably to his privilege as 
a senator, mieht have notice of the business then before 
the house : whether it was because he thought his being 
present would raise more compassion, or more resentment 
towards him ; or becanse, as I am inclined to believe, he 
thought it most equitable, that as the charge was against 
them both, so they should both join in the defence and be 
acquitted or condemned together. The affair was adjourned 
to the next meeting of the senate, the most august and 
solemn I was ever present at. The emperor | himself (for 
he was consul) presided. It happened likewise to be the 
month of Januarv,§ a season upon many accounts remark- 
able, and particularly for the great number of senators it 
always brings together. Not only the importance of the 
case, the expectation and rumour that had been increased 
by the several adjouiiiments, but that Innate curiosity in 

* About £2340. f About £5400. % Trajan. 

§ In this mouth the seyeial magistrates entered upon theii respeoliff 
offieoa. jr. 
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mankind to aoqnaint themselves with everything remark- 
able and nnoommon, drew the people from all parts. Pio- 
tare to yourself the concern and anxiety we, who were 
to speak on such a matter as this before that assembly, 
and in Oaesar's presence, mnst have felt I I have often 
pleaded in the senate; and, indeed, there is no place 
where I obtain a more £&vonrable hearing ; yet, as it the 
soene had been entirely new to me, I foond myself ex- 
periencing an nnwonted sensation of distress npon this 
. occasion. Besides, the onnsual difficulty of the case, 
which I have already alluded to, was continually before 
my mind ; a man, but vesterday of consular rank and a 
member of the Ba^creA college,* now stood before me stripped 
of all his honours. It was a very heavy task then, de- 
vohdnff upon me, I felt, to have to accuse one already con- 
demnea ; who, weighed down as he was by the frightful 
character of the accusation, was still, as it were, screened 
bv the pity felt for him in respect of a conviction alreadv 
ODtained. However, I composiBd and collected myself suf- 
ficiently to begin my speech ; and the applause I received 
was eaual to the anxiety I had suffered. I spoke for al- 
most five successive hours (for they indulged me above an 
hour beyond the time at first allotted me), and what at my 
first setting out had most contributed to raise my appre- 
hensions proved in the event greatly to my advantage. 
The goodness, the care, (I dare not say the solicitude) of 
the emperor were so great towards me that he frequently 
spoke to my freedman, who stood behind me, to desire me 
to spore my voice and lungs ; fearing I was exerting my 
strength lieyond what the delicacy of my constitution 
could bear. Claudius Marcellinus replied in behalf of 
Martianus; after which the assembly oroke up until the 
next day, for it was getting dusk, so there was not time to 
proceed further. The next day, l^lvius Liberalis, an acute, 
exact, animated, and eloquent! speaker, spoke in defence of 

* SepUmvir eptdonum. An office of considerable dignity. The iep- 
imnffirl emdcnwn were seyen officers appointed to attend to the arrange- 
ments of the several annual sacred festlYals ; they formed a college, 
and were one of the fonr great religions corporations at Bome. 

t And a bold advocate too, anparentlv. There ooenrs an incidental 
notice of him in Suetonius, as folfows. ' Salvius Liberalis, in pleading 
HMoause cf a rich man under proseontion, presuming to say, " What if 
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Prisons: and he exerted all his talents upon this occasion* 
0. Taoitus replied to him, in a strain of the most powerfnl 
eloquenoe, and with a oeitain dignity which distinraishes 
all his speeches. Frunto Oaiins rose a second time in 
favour of Piiscus, and in a very fine speech endeavonred, 
as indeed the case required, rather to soften the judges 
tban defend his dient. The evening coming on, the senate 
proceeded no further that day, but met on the next, and 
entered upon the proofs. It was much to the honour of 
the senate, and worthy of ancient Uome, to see the as* 
semblythus adjoui-ned only for the night, and then re- 
assembling for three su(}cessive days. The excellent Oor- 
nutus TertuUus, consul elect, ever firm in the cause of 
truth, moved that the tseven hundred thouKand sesterces * 
Marius had received should he paid back into the treasury, 
Marius himself be banished the city and the Italian 
oonBnes, and Martianus, over and above this sentence, 
be banished Afiica as welL He added in conclusion 
that Tacitus and I having firmly and conacientiously dis- 
charged the parts assigned us, the senate should declare 
we had executed our trust to their satisfaction. The 
consuls elect, and all of oonMilar rank as well, agreed 
with Tertullus, except Pompeiu8 OoUega : he proposed 
that the seven hundred ttiousand sesterces should be 
refunded into the treasury, Martianus be banished during 
five years only, and Marius suffer no 01 her punish- 
ment than had already been inflicted upon him for extor- 
tion.! There was a large party for both opinions, and 
perhaps the majority s.cretly inclined to the laxer and 
more lenient sentence ; for many of those who appeared 
at first to agree with Comutus now followed the new pro- 
posal. But upon a division of the house, all those who 
had stood near the consuls' seats began to go over to Oor- 
nutus. Upon this, those who were for allowing themselves 
to be numbered in their places for CoUega went over to 

it to Oseiar if Hipparchus potsesees a hundred millions of setteroet f ** 
he (Vespasian) commended him for it' See Vespasian, 0. xiii 
Thomson's translation (Buhn). 

* Honoratus losing dead, that part of the ohar^ against Karina^ 
which related to hi» taking three hundred thousuud setteroet of bin^ 
oould not, it seems, be proved, if. 

A fonfeiture of four times th« sum received. Jf • 
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the opposite side, Colle^a being left with only a few by 
him ; so that he oomplamed btronfflv, afterwards, of tho 
behaviour of those who had urged him to this vote, par- 
tionlarly Hegnlus, for abandoning him in a step whioh he 
had himself advised. Theie is, indeed, such an inoon- 
sistenoy in the geneml character of Regulus that he will 
at onoe brave or lihiink back fi-om aDjihing. Thus ended 
this important trial ; * but a public matter still remains to 
be settled. Hostilius Firmmus, lieutenant f to Marius 
Prisons, is strongly charged with being an accomplice : as 
it appears from Martianus' account-books, also from a 
speecn which he (Martianus) made at a public meeting at 
Leptis,| that Firminus was accesRory to Prisons* most 
disgraceful administration, had bargained to I'eceive from 
Martianus fifty thousand denarii,! and moreover had 
actually received ten thousand sesterces,|| under the head 
of perfume money, for a most debasing office, though one 
exquisitely adapted to so consummate a fop. It was 
a^eed, on the motion of Oomutus, to proceed against 
him at the next meeting of the senate ; for, whether by 
aocident or design, he was absent at the time. Thus you 
have an account of what is doing in town. Let me 
know, in return, your country news ; how your shrubs, 
your com, and your choice flocks of sheep, are going on. 
In a word, if you do not send me an equally long letter, 
you must only expect short ones for the f ature from me. 
Farewell. 

* MariuB got off pretty easily, after all. He was banished, but kept 
the money and went into some pleasant place of retirement beyond tna. 
frontier. Jnyenal yigoronslv satirizes tne effect of the sentence passed 
vpon him, in the following Unes (Sat i. 45-50): 

' Ts godi 1 — ^what ra^ e, what frenzy fires my brain, 
.... When, by a jnggline sentence damned in rain 

S'or who, that holds the plander, heeds the pain ?) 
arias to wine devotes his morning hoars. 
And laaghs, in vziie, at the offend^ Powers, 
While sighing o'er the Tictory she won. 
The proTinoe finds herself but more undone.' 

(Gifford's translaUon.) 

t See letter xii note. t InAlHoa. |AboQft£177a 

About £78. 
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LETTER XII. To thi Same. 

The public matter I mentioned to you in my last, re- 
lating to the affair of Priscus, is at length, I will not sa^ 
finished as it ought to be ; however, it is finished. Firmi- 
nus, being brought before the senate, made suoh a sort of 
defence as a man generally does who is oonsoious of de- 
tected guilt The consuls elect were much divided as to 
how to punish him. Comutus Tertullus moved he should 
be expelled from Uie senate, but Acutius Nerva proposed 
nis only being declared for ever incapable of holding the 
office of proconsul : and this, the apparently milder sen- 
tence, prevailed: though, really, it is the harder and 
severer one of the two. For can any position be more 
pitiable than that of being cut off and excluded from all 
hopes of enjoying those honours to which a senator is 
entitled, without escaping any of the work and worry of 
attending senate-house meetings? And, after being so 
disgraced, what punishment could be heavier than, not^ to 
be allowed to bury oneself in solitude, but, remaining in 
this conspicuous station, to be marked out bv it to the 
gaze and scorn of the world? Apart, though, from all 
this, looking at the matter in a public light, what can be 
more inappropriate or indecent than to allow a person, 
after having been publicly censured by the senate, to 
retain his seat in the house and be ranked with his 
jud^s ? For a man excluded the proconsulship, because 
ne behaved infamously as a lieutenant,* to sit in judgment 
upon proconsuls ? For one proved ^ilty of extortion, to 
condemn or acquit others of similar crimes ? Yet this motion 
found the voice of the majority. Votes go by number, not 
by weight ; nor can it be otherwise in assemblies of this 
sort, where nothing is so unequal as the equality which 
prevails in them; for although every member has the 
same right of sufirage, every member has not the same 
strength of judgment to direct it. You see I have been as 

* The lieutenant aooompanied the proconaul, or goyemor, for the 
judging of inferior causes and the management of all smaller oonoems ; 
every tmng of moment heing refiirred to the immediate oare of thi 
governor. M. 
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cood as my word io have fulfilled the promise I gare yon 
in m^ last letter, which must have reaohed yon, I suppose, 
by this time, for I entrusted it to a quiok and careful mes* 
sen^T — unless he has met with any hindrance on the way. 
It is your duty now to make me as full a return for this 
and my former as the scene you are in will afford. 
FarewelL 



LETTER XUI. To Frisous. 

As I know you eagerly embrace every opportunity of 
obliging me, so there is no man whom I had rather be 
under an obligation to. I apply to you, therefore, in pre* 
ference to an vone else, for a favour which I am extremely 
desirous of obtaining. You, who are commander-in-chief 
of a veiy considerable army, have many opportunities of 
exercising your generosity: and the length of time ^rou 
have enjoyed that post must have enabled you to provide 
for all your own friends. 1 hope you will now turn your 
eyes upon some of mine: as indeed they are but a few. 
Your generous disposition, I know, would be better pleased 
if the number were greater, but one or two will suffice my 
modest desires ; at present I will onl^ mention Yoconius 
Bomanus. His father was of g^reat distinction among the 
Boman knights, and his father-in-law, or, I mutht more 
properly call him, his second fither, ffor his affectionate 
treatment of Yoconius entitles him to tnat appellation) was 
still more conspicuous. His mother was one of the most 
considerable ladies of Upper Spain: you know what 
character the people of that province bear, and how re- 
markable they are for their strictness of their manners. 
As for himself, he latelv held the post of flamen.* Now, 
from the time when first we were students together, I 
have felt very tenderly attached to him. VN'e lived under 
the same roof, in town and country, we joked together, we 

* ' Any Boman priest doToted to the senrice of odo particular god 
was designated Flamen, reoeivioff a distinguishinff epithet from the 
deity to whom he ministered. Tne ofBoe was nnderstood to last for 
life ; but a flamen might be oompelled to resign for a breach of dutj, or 
«fen on aooount of the ooourrenoe of an ill omened accident while dis* 
eharginghisfhnotions.' Smith's Dictionary c€ Antiqnitiea 
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■hared eaoh other's serious thoughts: for where indeed 
could I have found a truer friend or pleasauter oom- 
panion than he? In his conversation, and even in his 
veiy Toioe and countenance, there is a rare sweetness ; as 
at the har he displays talents of a high order ; aouteness, 
elegance, ease, and skill : and he writes such letters * too 
that were you to read them you would imagine they had 
been dictated by the Muses themselves. I have a very 
great affection for him, as he has for me. Even in the 
earlier part of our lives, I warmly embraced every oppor^ 
tunity of doing him all the good services which then lay 
in my power, as I have lately obtained for him from our 
most gracious nrince f the privilege! granted to those who 
have three children : a favour which, though Caesar very 
rarely bestows, and always with great caution, yet he 
oonferred, at my request, in such a matter as to give it the 
air and graoe of being his own ohoioe. The best way of 
showing that I think he deserves the kindnesses he has 
already received from me is by increasing them, espeoially 
as he always accepts my services so gratefully as to 
deserve more. Thus I have shown you what manner of 
man Romanus is, how thoroughly I have proved his worth, 
and how much I love him. Let me entreat you to honour 
him with your patronage in a wa^ suitable to the gene- 
rosity of your heart, and the eminence of your station. 
But above all. let him have your affection ; for though you 
were to confer upon him the utmost you have in your 

* It appears from tliis and some other paBsages in ihete letters that 
the art of letter-writing was esteemed by the Romans in the number of 
Uk)eral and polite aooomplishments ; and we find Oicero mentionUig; 
with Rreat pleasure, in some of his letters to Attious, the elegant spoGt* 
men ne had received fVom his son, of his genius in this direction. 
(Ad Att Ixv. 16, 17.) It seems, indeed, to have formed part of their 
education. Pliny, in a subsequent lelter (book vii. letter ix.X in which 
he prescribes a method of study to one who desired hin opinions upoa 
the subject, particularly reoonunends to him performances of mis 
kind, m, 

t Trajan. 

i By a kw passed ▲.u. 762. it was enacted that every citisen of Boms 
who had three children should be excused from all troublesome oflScns 
where he lived. This privilege the emperors sometimes extended to 
those who were not legally entitled to it Bee book vii lelter xvL fei 
note; and book z. letter xcv. in note. JC 
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power to bestow, yon can give him nothine more Talilable 
than your friendship. Tmit jou may see he is worthy of 
it, even to the closeHt degree of iniimaoy, I send you this 
brief sketch of his tastes, character, his whole life, in fiict. 
I should continue my intercessions in his behiilf, but that 
I know you prefer not being pressed, and I have already 
repeated them in every line of this letter : for, to show n 
g(K>d reason fot what one askti is true intercession, and of 
the most effectual kind. * Farewell. 



LETTER XIV. To Maximus. 

Tou guessed correctly : I am much engaged in pleading 
before Uie Hundred. The business there is more fatigue* 
ing than pleasant. Trifling, inconsiderable cases, mostly ) 
it is very seldom that anything worth speaking of, either 
from the importance of the question or the rank of the 
persons conoemed, comes before them. There are veiy 
few lawyers either whom I take any pleasure in working 
with. The rest, a parcel of impudent young fellows, many 
of whom one knows nothing whatever about, come here to 
get some practice in speaking, and conduct themselves so 
forwatdly and with such utter want of deference that my 
friend Attilius exactly hit it, I think, when he made the 
observation that ' boys set out at the bar with cases in the 
Oourt of the Hundred as they do at school with Homer,' 
intimating Uiat at both places they be^in where they 
should end. But in former times (so my elders tell me) no 
youth, even of the best families, was allowed in unless in* 
troduced by some person of consular dignity. As things are 
now, since every fence of modesty and decorum is broken 
down, and all distinctions are levelled and confounded, 
the present young generation, so far from waiting to be in- 
troduced, break in of their own free will. 1 he audience 
at their heels are fit attendants upon such orators ; a ]o# 
rabble of hired mercenaries, supplied by contract. The^ 

Set together in the middle of the court, where the dole is 
ealt round to them as openly as if they were in a dining- 
room : and at this noble price they run from court to court 
The Greeks have an appropriate name in their language 
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for this sort of people, importing that they are applandera 
by profession,* and we stigmatize them with tne oppro- 
Inrious title of f able-flatterers : f yet the dirty business 
alluded to increases e-very day. It was only yesterday two 
of my domestic officers4 mere striplings, were hired to cheer 
somebody or other, at three denarii a-piece : § this is what 
the highest eloquence goes for. Upon these terms we fill 
as many benches as we please, and gather a crowd ; this is 
how those rending shouts are raised, as 8oon as the indi- 
vidual standing up in the middle of the ring gives the 
signal. For, you must know, these honest fellows, who 
understand nothing of what is said, or, if they did, could 
not hear it, would be at a loss, without a signal, how to time 
their applause : for many of them don't hear a syllable, and 
are as noisy as any of the rest. If, at any time, vuu 
should happen to be passing by when the court is sitting, 
and feel at all interested to know how any speaker is 
acquitting himself, you have no oocasion to give yourself 
the trouble of getting up on to the judges* platform, no need 
to listen ; it is easy enough to mid out, fur you may be 
quite sure he that gets most applause deserves it the least, 
Largius Licinus was the first to introduce this fashion; 
but ih< n he went no farther than to go round and solicit 
an auditiuce. I know, I remember hearing this from my 
tutor Quinctilian. * I used,' he told me, 'to go and hear 
Domitius Afer,|| and as he was pleading once before the 
Hundred in his usual slow and impressive manner, hearing, 
close to him, a most immoderate and unusual noise, and 
being a good deal surprised at this, he left off: the noi^e 
ceased, and be began again : he was interrupted a second 
time, and a third. At last he enquired who it was that was 
speaking ? He was told, Licinus. Upon which, he broke 
off the case, exclaiming, ** Eloquence is no more I " ' The 
truth is it had only begun to decline then, when in Afer's 
opinion it no longer existed: whereas now it is almost 

* 0*0 ^okXc If. t Laudieeni, 

X In the original it is nomendatore$ ; nomenoUUor meant a kind oi 
master of the ceremoniea, whoee busineeB it was to announce the names 
of the oUeuta and dependents, as he seyerally intiodaoed them to tiis 
patran. If. 

f About 3t. 2d. I Qttinotilian's ftotor. 
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dxtinot. I am aahamed to teK. you of the mincing and 
affected pronunciation of the speakers, and of the shrill- 
voiced applause with which their effusions are receiTed ; 
nothing seems wanting to complete this sing-song perfoim- 
anoe exoept claps, or rather oymhalti and tambourines. 
Howlings indeed Tfor I can call such applause, which would 
be indecent cTen in the theatre, by no other name) abound 
in plenty. Up to this time the interest of my friends and 
the consideration of my early time of life have kept me in 
this court, as I am afraid they mi^ht think I was doing it 
to shirk work rather than to avoid these indecencies, were 
I to leave it just yet : however, I go there less frequently 
than I did, and am thus affecting a gradual retreat 
Farewell. 



LETTER XV. To Valeriahus. 

How goes on your old estate at Marbi ? And how do 
you find yonr new purchase? Do you like the land as 
well bince it has become your own ? That would be extra- 
ordinary indeed I fur an object in possession seldom retains, 
the same charms that it had in pursuit. As for myself, the 
estate my mother left me uses me but ill ; however, I value 
it for her £ake, and besidcH I have grown callous by long 
endurance. Frequent oc< asions of oonoplaint end in making 
one ashamed to complain any more. FarewelL 



LETTEB XYI. To Anniamus. 

Agreeably indeed to your usual concern for my interest, 
Toa advise me to consider the codicil * of Acilianns (who 
has appointed me one of his co-heirs) an void, because it is 
not confirmed by his will. That this is law, I am perfectly 
well aware; it is a point of jurisprudence to which even 

* A rodiuilfby the ancient ciyil law, was a leM solemn kind of will ; 
in which it whs not nccedsarr to observe so strictlj the ceremonies pre> 
•cr'bed by the law for a will. But no le^icy gt?en by a codicil was 
valid Yinlcss oonfirnied by the wiU, which was esteemed its basis, 
rhis,' liuwov3r. by later enpuron, m9 altered. YM. Jost. T. zzt 
18. M. 
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those who are ignorant of every other ore uanally no 
strangers. But I have a private law of my own, and that 
is, punutnally to perforin the will of the deceased, though 
it may want the essential forms. This oodicil, beyond all 
manner of doubt, is of Acilianus' own hand-writing : there- 
fore, although not confirmed by his will, I shall be guided 
by it as striotly as if it were ; especially as there is no 
danger that any villainous infoimer can take advantage of 
this mistake. If indeed there was any hazard that what 
I give to the legatees in the codicil would be seized as for- 
feited to the public use, I ought perhaps to act with more 
oaution and deliberation : but since the heir may dispose 
of what accrues to him as such, in the way he thinks 
proper, nothing hinders, since the law does not, my ob- 
serving that rule whidi I have laid down for myself 
Farewell. 



LETTER XVn. To Gallus. 

You are surprised that I am so fond of my Lauren- 
tine,* or (if you prefer the name) my Laurens : but you 
will cease to wonder when I acquaint yoii with the beauty 
of the villa, the advantages of its situation, and the exten- 
sive view of the sea- coast. It is only seventeen miles from 
Rome ; so that when I have finished my business in town, 
I can pass my evenings here after a good satisfactory day's 
work. There are two different roads to it ; if you go by 
that of Lauren tum, you must turn off at ^e u>urteenth 
mile-stone ; if by Astia, at the eleventh. Both of them 
are sandy in places, which makes it a little heavier and 

* His TAurentine yilla, at Laurentum, in the neighbourhood of Astia. 
Pliny had no estate round this seat, hia whole poBsesslons here 
being iududed (ua he informs us in book iv. letter yi.) in this house and 
gardens. It was merely a winter villa, in which he used to spend 
some of the cold monus, whenever his business permitted of his 
absence from Bome ; and, for this reason, it is that we find warmth such 
a oonsideration in the arrangement of the several apartments, &o. 
Several plans have been given of this villa. I may mention among 
others that of Mr. Castel in his Villas of the Ancients Illustrated 
But the plans all differ as to the arrangement of the several parts oi 
this building. Its n.ins are said to have been diaoovered about the 
year 1714. M. 
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loneer by carriage, but short and easy on horsobaok. Tke 
landso'^pe affords plenty of variety, the yiew in some 
plaoes being closed in by woods, in others extending ovei 
broad meadows, where nnmerons flocks of sheep and herds 
of cattle, which the severity of the winter has driven from 
the mountains, fatten in the spring warmth, and on ihe 
rich pasturage. My villa is of a convenient size without 
being expensive to keep up. The court-yard in front is 
plain, but not mean, tnrough which you enter porticoies 
shaped into the form of the letter D,* enclosing a smidl 
but cheerful area between. These make a capital retreat 
for bad weather, not .only as they are shut in with 
windows, but particularly as they are (Gfhelf.ered by a pro- 
jection of the roof. From the middle of these porticoes 
you jMuss into a bright pleasant inner court,t and out of 
that into a handsome hall X running out towards the sea- 
shore; so that when there is a south-west breeze, it is 
ffently washed vrith the waves, which spend themselves at 
its base. On every side of this hall there are either fold- 
ing-doors or windows equally large, by which means yon 
have a view from the front and the two sides of three di^ 
ferent seas, as it were : from the back you see the middle 
court, the )K>rtico, and the area ; and from another point you 
look through the portico into the courtyard, and out upon 
the woods and distant mountains beyond. On the left hand 
of this hall, a little farther from the sea, lies a large draw- 
ing-room, and beyond that, a second of a smaller size, which 
has one window to the rising and another to the setting 
sun : this as well has a view of the sea, but more distant 
and agreeable. The angle formed by the projection of the 
dining-room with this drawing-room retains and intensifies 
the warmth of the sun, and this forms our winter quarters 
and family gymnasium, which is bheltered from all the 
winds except those which bring on clouds, but the clear 
sky comes out again before the warmth has gone out of the 

* Thuf, d-l'D, the space + between forming the area. 

t Oavaediumttk laree apartment roofed orer, and in the centre of the 
roof an opening which waa called campluvium. The sides of tiie roof 
sloped downwards towards this aperture, so that the rain-water, running 
down those, passed through the compluvium and fell into a cistern la 
the floor immediateW underneath, called implmHwm, 

t 2Wrfiiifoiii, dining-room. 
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place. Adjoining this angle is a room forming the segment 
of a cirole, the windows of whioh am so arranged as to cet 
the sun all through the day : in the walls are contrived a 
sort of cases, containing a collection of authors who can 
never be read too often. Next to this is a bedroom.* con- 
nected with it by a raised passage furnished with pipes, 
which supply, at a wholesome temperature, and distribute 
to all parts of this room, the heat they receive. The rest 
of this side of the house is appropriated to the use of my 
slaves and treedmen ; but mo^ of the rooms in it are re^ 
spectable enough to put my guests into. In the opposite 
wine is a most elegant, tastefully fitted up bedroom ; next 
to wnich lies another, which you may call either a large 
bedroom f or a modified dining-room ; it is very warm and 
light, not only from the direct rays of the sun, but by their 
reflection from the sea. Beyond this is a bedro4»m with an 
ante-room, the height of which renders it cool in summer, 
its thick walls warm in winter, for it is sheltered, every 
way, from the winds. To this apartment another antch 
room is joined by one common wall. From thence you 
<^nter into the wide and spacious eooling-roomX belonging to 
the bath,§ from the opposite walls of which two curved 
iMisins are thrown out, so to speak ; which are more than 
lar^e enough if yoa consider that the sea is close at hand. 
Adjacent to this is the anointing-room, then the sweating- 

* Dormitorium membrwnf a nisht Bleeping-room. The bedrooms 
were of two kinds, those used for sleeping m during the day, and those 
used at night ; the latter were called dormtoria, 

t A Bleepiog-ruom for uae in the day-time. 

X *The principal use of this room seems to haye been designed to 
prepare the bodies of those that had been in the former zoom for their 
going into the wanner air.' Castel's Villas. 

§ *In Pliny's time the Romans always bathed before the evening 
meal; the public baths, therefore, in the oitv were extremely numerous, 
in which, Yitrunus gives us to understand, there were, for each sex. 
three rooms tor bathing, one of cold water, one of warm, and one still 
warmer; and there were cells of three degrees for sweating: to ttie 
fore-mentioned members were added others for anointing and bodily 
exercises. Tlie last thing they did before entering the dining-room was 
to bathe; what preceded their washing was their exercise in the 
sphaeristerium, prior to which it was their custom to anoint themselves. 
As for their sweating-rooms, though they were, doubtless, in all the 
baths, we do not find them to have been lued but upon particular ooc» 
iioiis.^ Castel's YiUas. 
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room, and beyond that the bath-heating room :* adjoining 
are two other little bath-rooms, elegantly rather than 
sumptuonsly fitted up : annexed to them is a warm bath of 
wonderful oonstruotion, in whioh one oan swim and take a 
riew of the sea at the same time. Not far from this stands 
the tenni8-court,t which lies open to the warmth of the 
afternoon sun. From thence ;^ou 00 up a sort of turret 
which has two rooms below, with me same number above, 
besides a dining-room commanding a very extensive look- 
out on to the sea, the coast, and the beautiful villas scat- 
tered along the shore line. At the other end is a second 
turret, containing a room that gets the rising and settins 
sun. Behind this is a large store-room and granary, and 
underneath, a spacious dining-room, where only the murmur 
and break of the sea can be heard, even in a storm : it looks 
out upon the garden, and the gesiatio | running round the 
garden. The geatatio is bordeied round with box, and, 
where that is decayed, with rosemary : for the box, where- 
ever shelrered by the buildings, grows plentifully, but 
where it lies open and exposed to the weather and spray 
from the sea, though at some distance from this latter, it 
quite withers up. Next the gestatio, and running along in- 
side it, is a shady vine-plantation, the path of which is so 
soft and easy to the treaa that you may walk bare-foot upon 
it. The garden is chiefly plunted with fig and mulberry 
trees, to which this soil is as favoumble as it is averse from 
all others. Here is a dining-room, which, though it stands 
away from the sea, enjoys the garden view whioh is just 
as pleasant : two apartments run round the back part of 
it, the windows of which look out upon the entrance of 
the villa, and into a fine kitchen-garden. From here 
extends an enclosed portico § which, from its great length, 
you might fake for a public one. It has a range of 
windows on either side, but more on the side facing the 
sea, and fewer on the garden side, and these, single windows 

* Propnigeon, a passage oommvnicating with the mouth of the 
fmrnaoe. 

t ^haeriiterium. See note § on preceding page. 

i See book 1. letter iii. note. 

1 * These enclosed porticoes diffiared no otherwise firom our prasent 
galleriefi than that they had pillars in them : the use of tlds room was 
for walking.' Oastel's Villas. 

r 
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and alternate with the opposite rows. In oalm, dear, 
weather these are all thrown open ; but if it blows, those 
On the weather side are closed, whilst those away from the 
wind can remain open without any inconvenience. Before 
this enclosed portico lies a terrace fragrant with the scent 
of violets, and warmed by the reflection of the sun from 
the portico, which, while it retains the rays, keeps awav 
the north-east wind ; and it is as warm on this side as it 
is cool on the side opposite : in the same way it is a pro- 
tection aeainst the wind from the south-west ; and thus, 
in short, by means of its several sides, breaks the force of 
the winds, from whatever quarter they may blow. These 
are some of its winter advantages, they are still more 
appreciable in the summer time ; for at that season it 
throws a shade upon the teiTace during the whol& of the 
forenoon, and upon the a^^joining portion of the gestatio 
and garden in the afternoon, casting a greater or less 
shade on this side or on that as the day increases or de- 
creases. But the portico itself is coolest just at the time 
when the sun is at its hottest, that is, when the rays fall 
directly upon the roof. Also, by opening the windows 
you let in the western breezes in a free current, whidi 
prevents thn place getting oppressive with close and stag- 
nant air. At the upper end of the terrace and portico 
stands a detached garden building, which I call my fa- 
vourite ; my favourite indeed, as 1 put it up myself. It 
'\)ntains a very warm winter-room, one side of which looks 
Uown upon the terrace, while the other has a view of the 
sea, and both lie exposed to the sun. The bed-room opens 
on to the covered portico by means of foldine-doors, while 
its window looks out upon the sea. On that side next 
the sea, and facing the middle wall, is formed a very 
elegant little recQss, which, by means of transparent* 
windows and a curtain drawn to or aside, can be made 
part of the adjoining room, or separated from it. It oon- 

* * Windows made of a transparent stone called lapU tpeeulari$ 
(mioa), which was first found u\ Hispania Oiterior, and afterwards in 
Oypnis, Oappadooia, Sicily, and Africa ; but the best came from Spain 
ana Ouppaaocia. It was easily split into the thinnest sheets. Windows 
made of this stoue were called ipeouUuria.* Smith's Diotionaiy of 
Antiquities. 
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tains a coiioh and two chairs : as you lie upon this coueli, 
from where your feet are you get a peep of the sea ; look- 
ing behind you see the neighbouring -villas, and from the 
h€»d you have a vie>v of the woods : tiiese three views may 
be seen eirher separately,* from so many different windows, 
or blended together in one. Adjoining this is a bed-room, 
whioh neither the servants' voices, the murmuring of the 
sea, the glare of lightning, nor daylight itself, can pene- 
trate, unless 3'ou open the windows. This profound tran- 
quillity and seclusion are occasioned by a passage sepa- 
rating the wall of this room from (hat of tlie garden, and 
thus, by meann of this intervening space, every noise is 
drowned. Annexed to this is a tiny stove-room, which, 
by opening or shutting a little aperture, lets out or retains 
the heat from underneath, according as yon require. Beyond 
this lie a bed-room and ante-room, which enjoy the sun, 
though obliquely indeed, from the time it rises till the 
afternoon. When I retire to this garden stimmer-house, I 
fancy myself a hundred miles away from my villa, and take 
especial pleasure in it at the feast of the Saturn alia,f when, 
by the licence of that festive reason, every other part of 
iny house resounds with my servants* mirth : thus I 
neither itit'i^rrupt their amusement nor they my studies. 
Amonest the pleasures and conveniences of this situation, 
there is one drawback, and that is, the want of running 
water ; but then there are wells about the place, or rather 
springs, for they lie close to. the surface. And, altogether, 
the quality of t his coast is remarkable ; for dig where yon 
naay, you meet, upon the first turning up of the ground, 
with a spring of water, quite pure, not in the least salt, 
although so near the sea. The neighbouring woods supply 
us with all the fuel we require, the other necessaries Ostia 
furnishes. Indeed, to a moderate man, even the village 

. ' ^ * It must liave been from the middle of the room that he could 
see all these prospects separate and distinct, which, upon a nearer 
approach to any particular window, must have appeared intermingled.* 
(Sstel's Villas. 

t A feast held in honour of the god Saturn, which hegan on the 
19th, of December, and continued, as some say, for seven days. It 
was a time of general rejoicing, particularly among the slaves, who 
bad at this season the priTiloge of iukhig great libertiei with tbeii 
masters. M 
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(between which and my houfie there is only one villa) 
would Bupply all ordinaiy requirements. It has three 
public baths, whioh are a great oonvenienoe if it happen 
that Mends ooiue in unexpectedly, or make too short a 
stay to allow time for preparing my own. The whole 
coast is very pleasantly sprinkl^ with villas either in 
rows or detached, which, whether looking at them from 
the sea or the shore, present the appearance of so many 
different cities. The strand is, sometimes, after a long 
calm, perfectly smooth, though, in geneml, through the 
stoims deriving the waves upon it, it is ron^h and uneven. 
1 cannot boa-t that our sea is plentiful in choice fish; 
nowever, it supplies us with capital soles and prawns: 
but as to other kinds of provisions, my villa aspires to 
excel even inland countries, particularly in milk : for the 
cattle come up there from the meadows in large numbers, 
in pursuit of water and shade. Tell me, now, have I not 
good reason for living In, staying in, loving, such a retreat, 
which, if you feel no appetite for, you must be morbidly 
attached to town ? And I only wLih you would feel in- 
clined to come down to it, that to so many charms with 
which mv liitle villa abounds, it might have the very 
considerable addition of your company to recommend it. 
Farewell. 



LETTEB XVIII. To Maurious. 

What pleasanter commission could you have entrusted 
me with than that of finding a tutor for your brother's 
children ? Your kindness sends me back to school again : 
I resume, as it were, that most pleasine part of my life. I 
sit among the lads, as I used to, and have the additional 
pleasure of observing the respect ihey pay me from the 
reputation I have acquired by the same studies. Accord- 
ingly, I lately came in upon them while they were warmly 
declaiming before a gooa-sized audience of the same rank 
with myself ; the moment I appeared they were silent. I 
mention this for their honour rather than mv own, and to 
let you see the just hopes you may conceive of placing 
your ne{>hews to their advantage at this school. I purpose 
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hearing all the several profeesors; and then writing you 
BOoh an aooonnt of them as will enable you (so far as a 
letter oan) to judge of their respective abilities. The 
oonsdentions and^ careful execution, of so important ti 
commission espeoiallj, is due to our friendship and to 
jour brother's memoiy. Nothine, certainly, is more to 
your concern than that his children (I would have said 
Ifoiiff, but that I know you look upon them as it is with 
even more tenderness than your own) may be found worthy 
of such a fiither and such an uncle : and I should have 
claimed a share in that care, even though yon had not 
required it of me. I am conscious that, in thus selecting 
a tutor, I shall draw upon me the displeasure of all the 
rest of that profession : but where the interest of your 
brother's children is concerned, I esteem it my duty to 
incur displeasure, or even enmities, with as much uncon- 
cern as parents do for their own children. FarewelL 



LETTER XIX. To Osrsaus. 

You advise me to read my late speech before an assem- 
blage of my friends. I shall do so, as you advise it, though 
I have stroi^ scruples. Oompositions of this sort lose, I 
well know, au their force and fire, and even their very 
name almost, by a mere recital. It is the solemnity of 
the tribunal, the concourse of advocates, the suspense of 
the event, the fime of the several pleaders concerned, the 
different parties formed amongst the audience ; add to this 
the gestures, the pacing, aye the actual running, to and fro, 
of the speaker, the body working * in harmony with every 
inward emotion, that couHpire to give a spirit and a grace 
to what he delivers. This is the reason that those who 
plead sitting, though they retain rooMt of the advantages 
possessed .by those who stand up to plead, weaken the 
whole force of their oratory. The eyes and hands of the 

* Gioero and QuinUliaii haye laid down rolea how fiur, and in what 
•naianoes, this liberty was allowable, and both agree it onght to be need 
with great sagacity and judgment. The lattar of these exoellent erities 
mentfons a witticism df FTayins Yirginins, who asked one of these 
orators, < Qwd miUia potMittiii daoIamoMat f ' How many mUm ha had 
declaimed. M, 
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reader, those important instrnments of graceful eloontioii» 
being engaged, it is no wonder that Ihe attention of die 
audience droops, without anything extrinsic to keep it up, 
no allurements of gesture to attract, no smart, stinging 
impromptus to enliven. To these general oontdderations 
I must add this particular dihadvantage which attends the 
speech in question, that it is of the argumentative kind ; 
and it is natural for an author to infer that what he wrote 
with labour will not be read with pleasure. For who is 
there so unprejudiced as not to prefer the attractive and 
sonorous to the sombre and unomamented in style ? It is 
very unreasonable that there should be any distinction; 
however, it is certain the judges generally expect one style 
of pleading, and the audience another; whoreas an auditor 
oueht to l^ aflfeoted only by tho^e parts which would espe- 
cially strike him, were he in the place of the judge. Never- 
theless it is possible the objections which he against this 
piece may be surmounted in considemtion of the novelty it 
has to recommend it : the novelty I mean with respect to 
us ; for the Greek orators have a method of reasoning upon 
a different occasion, not altogether unlike that which I 
have employed. They, when they would throw out a law, 
as contrary to some former one unrepealed, argue by com- 
paring those together ; so 1, on the contrary, endeavour to 
prove that the crime,* which I was insisting upon as falling 
within the intent and meaning of the law relating to 
public extortions, was agreeable, not only to that law, but 
likewise to other laws of the same nature. Those who are 
ignorant of the jurisprudence of their country can have 
no taste for reasonings of this kind, but thoKC who are not 
ought to be propurtionably the more favourable in the 
judgments tJiey pass upon them. I cthall endeavour, there- 
fore, if you persist in my reciting it, to collect as learned 
an audience as I can. But before you determine this 
point, do weigh impartially the different considerations I 
have laid before you, and then decide as reason shall direct ; 
for it is reason that must justify you ; obedience to yoiur 
commands will be a sufficient apology for me. Farewell. 

* Some are of opinion that the speech alluded to in this letter it the 
same that Plinv delivered in the senate against M. Prisens. 8es 
latter zi. of this book. M, 
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LETTEE XX. To Oalvmiub. 

Give me a penny, and 1 will tell you a Btory ' worth 
Id/ * or, rather, you shall hear two or three ; for one 
firings to my mind another. It makes no difference with 
whidi I hegin. Yerania, the widow of Fiso, the Piso, I 
mean, whom Galha adopted, lay extremely ill, and Begulns 
paid her a yisit. By the way, mark the assurance of the 
man, visiting a lady who detested him herself, and to whose 
hushand he was a declared enemy 1 Even barely to enter 
her house would have been bad enough, but he actually 
went and seated himself by her bed-side and b^»n 
enquiring on what day and hour she was bom. Beinjg 
informed of these important partiouliirs, he composes his 
countenance, fixes his eyes, mutters something to himself, 
counts upon his fingers, and all this merely to keep the poor 
sick lady in suspense. When he had finished, ' Tou are,' 
he says, * in one of your climacterics ; however, you will 
get over it. But for your greater satisfaction, I will con- 
sult with a certain diviner, whose skill I have frequentlv 
experienced.' Accordingly off he goes, performs a sacri- 
fice, and returns with the strongest assurances that the 
omens confirmed what he had promised, on the part of the 
stars. Upon this the good woman, whose danger made 
her credulous, calls for her will and gives Begulus a 
legacy. She grew worse shortly after this ; and in her 
last moments exclaimed against this wicked, treacherous, 
and worse than perjured wretch, who had sworn falsely to 
her by his own son's life.f But imprecations of this sort 

* Alluding to the phrase of certain c^WolofM, who gained their 
lifelihood by gathering a oirde round them in the pubOc places of 
Rome, and amnsing the gaping multitude by popular traditionary tales, 
er wonderful stories of their own invention. JL 

t It was customary among the ancients to swear by what they held 
most dear. To this custom Martial alludes : 

Ken credo : jvra^ verpe, per AnohialmiC 

TRAlWLATIOir. 

* Swear, though thou dost by Jore, thou wilt dsesire \ 
Swear by Anchialiu, I'll then beliere.* 

Thftt ifl^ swear by your hoy Ajidhialn& Jt 
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are as oommon with BeguluB as thej are impioiis ; and he 
oontinaally devotes that unhappy youth to the ourses of 
those gods whose vengeanoe his own frauds every day 
provoke. 

Yelleins Blaesus, a man of consular rank, and remark* 
able for his immense wealth, in his last illness was anxious 
to make some alterations in his will. Begulns, who had 
lately endeavoured to insinuate himself into his good 
graces, hoped to get something from the new will, and 
aocordinglv addresses himself to his physicians, and 
conjures them to exert all their skill to prolong the poor 
man's life. But after the will was signed, he changes his 
character, reversing his tone: *How long,' says he to 
these very same phvsioians, * do you intend keeping this 
man in mit»ery ? Since you cannot preserve his life, why 
do you grudge him the liappy release of death?' Blaesus 
dies, and, as if he had overheard every word that Begulus 
had said, has not left him one &rthing. — And now have 
you had enough? or are you for the third, according 
to rhetorical canon? If so, Begulus will supply you. 
Tou must know, then, that Aurelia, a lady of remarkable 
accomplishments, purposing to execute her will,* had put 
on her smartest dress for the occasion. Begulus, who was 
present as a witness, turned to the lady, and, * Fray,' savs 
ne, * leave me these fine clothes.' Aurelia thought the 
man was joking: but he insisted upon it peifectly 
seriously, and, to be brief, obliged her to open her will, 
and insert the dress she had on as a legacy to him, watch- 
ing her as she wrote, and then looking over it to see that 
it was all down correctly. Aurelia, however, is still alive : 
though Begulus, no doubt, when he solicited this bequest, 
expected to enioy it pretty soon. Hie fellow gets estates, 
he gets legacies, conferred upon him, as if he really 
deserved them I But why should I go on dwelling upon 
this in a city where wickedness and knavery have, 
for this time past, received, the same, do I say, nay, even 
greater encouragement, than modesty and virtue ? Begulus 
IS a glaring instance of this truth, who, from a state of 

* This was an act of great oeremooy ; and if Aurelia's dress was of 
the kind whioh some of tlie Roman ladies used, the legaor must haie 
lieen oonsideiable whioh Begulus had the impudence to asL M, 
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poverty, has by a train of yillainies acquired snoli immeDBe 
riches that he onoe told me, upon oonsulting the omens to 
know how soon ho should ha worth sixty millions of ses- 
terces,* he found them so favourable as to portend he 
should possess doable that sum. And possibly he may, if 
he continues to dictate wills for other people m this way : 
a sort of fraud, in my opinion, the most infamous of any. 
Farewell. 

* Abonl £46a|70a 
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BOOK III. 



LETTER I. To Oalvmius. 

I NSVBR, I think, spent any time more agreeably than m^ 
time lately with Spurinua. So agreeably, indeed, that if 
ever I should arrive at old age, there is no man whom I 
would sooner choose for my model, for nothing oan be 
more perfect in arrangement than his mode of life. I look 
upon order in human actions, especially at that advanced 
age, with the same sort of pleasure as I behold the settled 
course of the heavenly bodies. In young men, indeed, a 
little confusion and disarrangement is all well enough : but 
in age, when business is unseasonable, and ambition in- 
decent, all should be composed and uniform. This rule 
Spurinna observes with the most religious consistency. 
Even in those matters which one might call insignificant, 
were they not of every-day occurrence, he observes a 
certain periodical season and method. The early morning 
he passes on his couch ; at eight he calls for his slippers, 
and walks three miles, exercising mind and body together. 
On his return, if he has any friends in the house with him, 
he gets upon some entertaining and interesting topic of 
conversation; if by himself, some book is read to him, 
sometimes when visitors are there even, if agreeable to the 
company. Then he has a rest, and after that either takes 
up a book or resumes his conversation in preference to 
reading. By-and-by he goes out for a drive in his carriage, 
either witli his wife, a most admirable woman, or with 
some friend : a happiness which lately was mine. — ^How 
agreeable, how delightful it is getting a quiet time alone 
with him in this wavl You could imagine you were 
listening to some worthy of ancient times 1 What deeds, 
what men you hear about, and with what noble pi'ecepts 
you are imbued I Yet all delivered with so modest an air 
that there is not the least appearance of dictating. When 
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he lijas gone about eevep miles, he gets out of his chariot 
and walks a mile more, after whioh lie returns home, and 
either takes a rest or goes baok to his couch and writing. 
For he composes most elegant lyrics both in Greek and 
Latin. So wonderfully soft, sweet, and^ gay, they are, 
while tlie author's own unsullied life lends indm additional 
charm. When the baths are ready^ which in winter is 
about three o'clock, and in, summer aboiit two, he un- 
dresses himself and. if there happen io be no wind, walks 
for some time in the sun.* After this he has a ^pod.brisk 
game of tennis: for bv this sort of exercise too, he corny 
bats the effects of old age. When he has bathed, he 
throws himself upon his couch, but waits a little before h^ 
begins eating,t and in the meanwhile has some light aiia 
entertaining anther read to him* In this, as in all %e rest, 
his friends are at full liberty to share ; or to emplo.y them^ 
selves in any other way, just as they prefer. You sit down 
to an elegant dinner, without extravagant display, which 
is Borved up in antique plate of pure silver. He has 
another complete service- in Ck)rinthian metal, { which, 
though he admires as a curiosity, is far from being his 
passion. During dinner he is frequently entertained with 
the recital of some dramatio piece, by way of seasoning 
hill very pleasures with study ; and altiiough he continues 
at the taole, even in summer, till the night is somewhat 
advanced, yet he prolongs the entertainment with so much 
affability and politeness that none of his guests ever finds 

* See hook vL letter xvi. note. 

t TIiU meal was the priocipal one among the Bomans, at which all 
their feasts and invitations were made ; they usually began it at their 
nintii hour, answering pretty nearly to our three oxlock in the after- 
noon. But as Spunnna, we find, did not enter upon the exercises 
which always preceded this meal till the eighth or ninth hour, if we 
allow about three hours for that purpose, he could not sit down to table 
till toward six or seven o'clock. M. 

t This metaL whatever it was composed of (a point by no meant 
dearX was so highly esteemed among the ancients that they preferred 
it even to gold : 

• . » • * Aeraque ab lathnUadt auro pciiora fcnittia^ 

TRAmATH«. SUt.8,lT.lt 

« 4 • * Corinthian brau more predoui far than gold.^ 
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it tedious. By this method of living he has preserved all 
his senses entire, and his body vigorous and active to his 
seventy-eighth year, without showing any sign of old age 
except wi^otn. This is the BOi*t of life I ardently aspire 
after; as I purpose enjoying it when I shall ariive at 
those years which will justify a retreat from active life. 
Meanwhile 1 am embarrassed with a thour«and affairs, in 
which Spnrinna is at once my support and my example : 
for he too, so long as it became him, discharged his profes- 
sional duties, held magistracies, governed provinces, and 
by toiling hard earned the repose he now enjoys. I pro- 
pose to myself the same career and the same limits : and 
I here give it to you under my hand that I do so. If an 
ill-timed ambition should carry me beyond those bounds, 
produce this very letter of mine in court against me ; and 
condemn me to repose, whenever I can enjoy it without 
being reproached with indolence. Farewell. 



LETTEB IL To Maximus. 

I think I may claim a right to ask the same services of 
you for my friends as I would offer to yours had I the 
same opportunities. Arrianus Maturius occupies the 
highest social position among the Altinates. When I say 
this, I am not speaking with respect to his means (which 
are very, considerable), but in allusion to his purity, in- 
tegrity, dignity, and wisdom. His counsel guides me iii 
my affairs, and his judgment directs me in my studies ; for 
truth, honour, and knowledge, are the distinguishing traits 
in his character. He loves me (and I cannot express my- 
self more strongly) as well as you love me. He is without 
ambition and therefore contented with remaining in the 
equestrian order, when he might easily have advanced 
himself into a higher rank. However it is my duty to 
endeavour that his merit be rewarded as it deserves, and I 
de4re very much, without his either knowing or expecting 
such a thing, and probably too not wibhiiig it, to contri- 
bute somethii^ to nis honours. I want to obtain for him 
some dignified but not troublesome post, and I be^, when 
anything of that kind offers, you would think of mm ; it 
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will be an obligation whioh both he and I hhall ever 
remember with the greatest gratitude. For although he 
does not seek anything of this kind, jet he will reoeiYe it 
as gratefnlly as if he had desired it. FarewelL 



LETTER IIL To Hispulul. 

It is not easy to deteimine whether my love or esteem 
were greater, for that wise and excellent man your father, 
while from the respect I bear to his memory and your 
virtues, you are exceedingly dtar to me. Can 1 fail then 
to wish (as 1 shall, by every means in my power, en* 
deavour) that your son may resemble his grandfather? 
Myself, 1 shoald prefer his being like his grandfather on 
the mother's side, though the one on the father's as well 
was a man of mark and worth, his father and his uncle too 
will furnish him with illustrious examples. Now the 
surest way of training him up in the steps of such men is 
to give him a good, sound, libural education, and it is of 
the utmost importance from whom he receives this. 
Hitherto, owing to his early years, he has been brought 
up under your eye, and in your house, where he is exposed 
to few, I should i*ather say to no, wrong iuipiessions. But 
he is now of an age to be sent from home, and it is time 
f o place him with some professor of rhetoric ; of whose 
dibcipline and method, modesty, but, above all, purity and 
uprightness, you may be well satisfied. Amonst the many 
advantages for which our young man is indebted to nature 
and fortune, he has thftt of a most beautiful person : it is 
necessary therefore, in this loose and slippery age, to find 
out one who will not only be his tutor, bnt guardian and 
»>veruor as well. I will venture to recommend Julius 
Genitor to you under that character. I am fond of him, it 
is true : but my affection by no means prejudices my judg- 
ment ; on the contrary, it is, actual Iv, tne effect of it. H is 
behaviour is grave, and his morals are iiTcproachable ; 
perhaps somewhat too severe and rigid for tne libertine 
mannt^rs of these time^. Uis professional qualifications 
you may learn from many others, for the gift of eloquence, 
as it is open to all the world, is soon peit)eived : but the 
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qualities of the heart lie in deeper recesses, more out of 
the reach of common observation ; and it is on that side I 
undertake to answer for ray friend. Your son will hear 
nothing from this worthy man but what will be to his 
advantage to know, nor will he learn anything of which it 
would be better he were ignorant. He will remind him as 
often, and with as much zeal as you or I should, of the 
virtues of his ancestors, and what a glorious weight of 
illustrious characters he has to support. You will not 
hesitate then to place him with a tutor whose- first care 
will be to form his morals and after that to instruct him 
in eloquence ; an attainment ill acquired if to the neglect 
of his moral culture. Farewell. 



LETTEB IV, To Macrinus. 

Although my friends here, as well as the town in 
general, seem to approve of my conduct in the affair I am 
going to mention, yet it is very material to me what you 
think ; and as I wished for your advice before engaging 
in it, so I want exceedingly to know your opiui«n now it 
is finished. Having obtained leave of ab>ence from my 
office as treasurer, I went at once into Tuscany to lo<ik 
after some works which I am carrying on there for the 
benefit of that province, at my own expense. In the 
interval, deputies on the part of the Baetici arrived, with 
complaints against the government of Oaecilius Olassicus, 
and applied to the senate for me to act as their counsel. 
My colleagues in the treasury, my best and most affection- 
ate friends, represented, on my behalf, the necessary 
engagements of our common department, and endeavoured 
to excuse and get uie off the business. Upon th's the 
senate parsed a decree reflecting great honour upon me: 
to the effect that I should be counsel for the province, 
provided the deputies could obtain my consent On my 
return they were again introduced in^o the senate, and 
there renewed their petition in my presence, imploring 
my generous assistance, which they had experienced 
against Massa Baebius, and alleging their right of patron- 
age. This received thai veiy evident approviJ of the 
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. senate which is the usual forerunner of their decrees. 
AVhei-eapon 1 rose and addressed myself io the house as 
follows, 'Conscript Fathers, 1 no longer think that I 
offered any just reanons for exouhing myself:' and ihey 
were pleased with thn ihodobty and manner of my answer. 
It was not only tbo sense of the general feeling of the 
house which urged me to this resolution, though this 
pnncipally, but many other, though less important, con- 
siderations. I reflected tJiat our anoeiitors tliuught thetii- 
selves obliged to engaee voluntarily in defence of those 
particular persons with whom they were united by the 
laws of hospitality, and that therefore it would be highly- 
ungenerous in me to abandon a colleotiye body to which 
I stoi/d in the same relation. Besides, I recollected the 
danger even I had encountered, in the last cause I undertook 
for these very name Baetici, and felt that 1 ought not to 
lose what I had earned by my former services. For so it 
is, that YOU cancel all your earlier kindnesses by not add- 
ing fresQ ones to them, and though y6u ot>lige people ever 
so ofteU) yet once denv them anything, they only reinombor 
that single denial. I considered likewise that, Classicus 
being dead, the most serious objection usually, that of 
exposing a senittoir, was removed ; snd that in undertakii>g 
thiM defenpe, I i»hould earn the same thanks as if he were 
alive, without inourHng any bodys ill-will. In it word, I 
thought if I obliged them, noW for this third time, I could 
excuse myself the niore easily on some future occasion, 
should they happen to accu(<e any person against whom I 
ought not to appear. For all our ofBces have their limits ; 
and tiie best way of reserving to ourselves the liberty of 
refuhing where we would is to comply wher^ we can. 
Thus you have heard the motions which influenced me in 
this affibir ; it now remains that you give me your opinion, 
one way or the other, in doing which the honest freedom 
of your dissent will please me just as well as the sanction 
of your appj oval. Farewell. 

LfiTTER V. To BjLEBius Mackr. 

It gives me ereat pleasure to find you such a reader of 
my uncle's works as to wish to have a complete ooUeotion 
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of thorn, and to ask me for the names of them all. I will 
aot as index then, and you shall know the very order in 
which they were wiitten, for the studious reader likes to 
know this. The first work of his was a treatise in one 
volume, ' On the Use of the Dart by Oavalry ;' this he wrote 
when in commai d of one of the cavalry corps of our allied 
troops, and is drawn up with great care and ingenuity. 
' The Life of Pomponius Secundun/ * in two volumes. Pom- 
ponius had a great affection for him, and he thought he 
owed this tribute to his memory. * The History of the 
Wars in Germany,' in twenty books, in wbioh he gave an 
account of all the buttles we were engaged in against that 
nation. A drtam he had while sei-vine in the army in 
Geimany Hm KnggOMtod the de^iign of tiiis work to him. 
He imagined that Drusu4 Nero f (who extended his oon« 
quests very far into that country, and there lost his life) 
appeared to bim in his sleep, and entreated him to rescue 
liiH meniorv from oblivion. Next comes a work entitled 
' The Student,' in three parts, which from their length 
spread into six volumes: a work in wbioh is discussed the 
earliest training and subsequent education of the orator. 
' Questions of Grammar and Style,' in eiffht books, written 
in the latter p>«rt of Nero's reign, when the tyranny of the 
times made it dangerous to engage in literary pursuits 
requiring freedom and elevation of tone. He has com- 
pleted the hintory which Aufidius Bassusl left unfinished, 
and has added to it thirty booki<. And lastly he Jias left 
lhi)ty-seven books on Naiw<d History^ a work of gi'eat 
compass and learning, and as full of variety as nature her- 
self. You will wonder how a man as bu^y as he was 
oould find time to compose so many books, and some of 
them too involving such care and labour. But you will 

* A poet to whom Quintilian assi^ the highest rank, as a writeF 
of tragedies, among his contemporanes (book x. a i 98). Tacitus also 
•peaks of him in tunns of high appreciation (Amials, y. 8). 

t Stepson of Augustus and brother to Tiberius. An amiable and 
popular prince. He died at the close of his tliird campaign, from a 
fracture received by fulUng from his horse. 

X A historian under Augustus and Tiberius. He wrote part of a 
histoiy of Borne, which was continued by the elder Plhiy ; also an 
account of the German war, to which QuintiUan make^ allusion 
(Inst. X. 103), pronouncing him, as a historian, * estimable in aU i» 
specta> yet in some things £uling to do himself justice.' 



Digitized by 



Google 



iaanm 5.] THl LlBTTEBS OF PLIHT. 81 

'/ 

be 0till more surpriBed when joti hear that he pleaded at ' '' ^^' 
the bar for some time, that he died in his sixty-sixth year^ y»>.y»: 
that the intervening time was employed partly in the exe* - r f^ 
ontion of the highest official duties, partly in attendance ^ ^ 
upon those emperors who honoured him with their friend- ' v|; 
ship. But he had a quicksapprehension, marvellous power ' 

of application, and was of an exceedingly wakeful tempera- 
ment He always began to study at midnight at the time 
of the feast of Yulcan, not for the sake of good luck, but 
for learning's sake; in winter generally at one in the 
morning, but never later than two, and often at twelve.* 
He was a most ready sleeper, insomuch that he would some- 
times, whilbt in the midst of his studies, fall off and then 
wake up again. Before day-break he used to wait upon 
Vespasian (who also used his nights for trauHactine busi- 
ness in),f and then proceed to execute the orders he had 
received. As soon as he returned home, he gave what time 
was left to study. After a short and light refreshment at 
noon (agreeably to the good old custom of our ancestors) 
he would frequently in the summer, if he was disengaged 
from business, lie down and bask in the sun ; during 
which time some author was read to him, while he took 
notes and made extracts, for eyery book he read he made 
extracts out of, indeed it was a maxim of his, that ' no 
book was so bad but some good might be got out of it.* 
When this was over, he generally took a cold bath, then 

* The distribution of time among the Romans was very different 
from onrs. They divided the night Into four equal parts, whidi they 
called v)ateke§j each three hours in length ; and part of these they 
devoted either to the pleasures of the table or to study. The natural 
day they divided into twelve hours, the first beginning with sun-rise, 
atid the last ending with sun-set ; bv which means their hours were of 
unequal length, varying according to the different seasons of the year. 
The time for business began with sun-rise, and continued to the fifth 
hour, being that of dinner, which with them was only a slight repast 
From thence to the seventh hour was a time of repose ; a custom wnich 
still prevails in Italv. The eighth hour was employed in bodily 
exercises ; after which they conskntly bathed, and uom thence went 
to sujpper. M. 

t Suetonius, in his life of the emperor Vespasian, informs us that 
* after he became emperor, he always got up very early, and before 
daybreak. As soon as he had read over his fetters and all the oflBkdal 
bndi, he allowed in his friends.' (Vespasian o. xxi.) 

o 
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8onio slight refresbment and a little nap. After this, as if 
it had been a new day, he studied till supper-time, when a 
book was again read to him, which he would take down 
running notes upon. I remember once his i-eader haying 
mispronounced a word, one of my uncle's friends at th^ 
table icade him go back to where the word was and repeat 
it again ; upon which my uncle said to his friend, * Surely 
you understood it ? ' Upon his acknowledging that he 
did, < Why then,' said he, ' did you make him go back 
again? We have lost more than ten lines by this inter* 
iiiption.' Such an economist he was of timet In the 
summer he used to rise from supper at daylight, and in 
winter as soon as it was dark: a rule he observed as 
Rtiiotly as if it had been a law of the state. Such was his 
manner of life amid the bustle and turmoil of the town : 
but in the counti'y his whole time was deyoted to study, 
excepting only when he bathed. In this exception 1 
include no more than the time during which ne was 
actually in the bath; for all the while he was being rubbed 
and wiped, he was employed either in hearing some book 
read to him or in dictating himself. In going about any- 
where, as though he were disengaged fixim all other busi- 
ness, he applied his mind wholly to that single pursuit. 
A short-hand * wiiter constantly attended him, with book 
and tablets, who, in the winter, wore a particular sort of 
warm gloves, that the sharpness of the weather might not 
occasion any inteiTuption to my nncle's studies : and for 
the same reason, when in Home, he was always carried in 
a ohair. I recollect his once taking me to task for walking. 
*' You need not,' he said, * lose these hours.' For he thought 
eyery hour gone that was not giyen to study. Through 
this extraordinary application he found time to compose 
the several treatises I have mentioned, besides one hundred 

* The Bomans carried the art of ahort-hand to its highest perfeetioii, 
M appears from the following epigram : 

OurratU veHta lioet^ manus est vehcim Ulis ; 
Nondwn lingua mitim, dextia peregit cpu$' 

Mart. liy. 208. 

TRANSLATION. 

)wift though the words, (the pen still swifter spei) 
rhe hand has finish'd, ere the tongue has sai<l.' 

ML 
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and sixty Tolnmes of extracts whicli lio left me in his will^ 
consisting of a kind of common -place, written on both 
sides, in very small hand, so that one misht fairly reckon 
the number considerably more. He nsea himself to tell 
ns that when he was comptroller of the revenue in Spain, 
he conld have sold these manuscripts to Largius Lioinus 
for four hundred thousand sesterces,* and then there were 
not so many of them. When you consider the books he 
has read, and the volumes he has written, are yon not 
inclined to suspect that he never was engaged in public 
duties or was ever in the confidence of his prmce ? On the 
other hand, when you are told how indefatigable he was in 
his studies, are you not inclined to wonder that he read 
and wrote no more than he did ? For, on one side, what 
obstacles would nut the business of a court throw in his 
way ? and on the other, what is it that such intense appli- 
cation might not effect ? It amuses me then when I near 
myself called a studious man, who in comparison with him 
am the merest idler. But why do I mention myself, who 
am diverted fn.m these pursuits by numberless affairs both 
public and private ? - Who amongst those whose whole 
lives are devoted to literary pursuits would not blush and 
feel himself the most confirmed of sluggards by the side of 
him ? I see I have run out my letter farther than I had 
originally intended, which was only to let you know, as 
you asked me, what works he had left behind him. But I 
trust this will be no less acceptable to you than the books 
themselves, as it may, posHibly, not only excite your 
curiosity to read his works, but also your emulation to copy 
his example, by some attempts of a similar nature. Farewell. 



LETTER .VL To Annius Severus. 

I have lately purchased with a legacy that was left me 
a small statue of Corinthian brass. It is small indeed, but 
elegant and life-like, as far as I can form any judgment, 
which most certainly in matters of this sort, as perhaps in 
all others, is extremely defective. However, I do see the 
beauties of this figure : for, as it is naked, the fiiults, if 

• About £8100. 

e 2 
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there be any, as well as the perfections, are the more ob- 
servable. It represents an old man, in an ereot attitude. 
The bones, muscles, veins, and the very wrinkles, give the 
impression of breathing life. The hair is thin and fidling, 
the forehead broad, the face shrivelled, the throat lank, the 
arms loose and hanging, the bre ast Bh3r""k^p,-^*w^ the belly 
fallen in, as the whole turn and air of the figure behind 
too is equally expressive of old age. It appears to be true 
antique, judging from the colour of the brass. In short, it 
ia such a masterpiece as would strike the eye of a connois- 
seur, and which cannot fail to oharm an ordinary observer : 
and this induced me, who am an absolute novice in this 
art, to buy it. But 1 did so, not with any intention of 
placing it in mv own house (for I have nothing of the kind 
there), but with a design of fixing it in some conspicuous 
place in my native province ; I should like it best in the 
temple of Jupiter, for it is a gift well worthy of a temple, 
well worthy of a god. I desire therefore you would, with 
that care with wnich ^ou always pei-form vaj requests, 
undertake this commission and give immediate orders for a 
pedestal to be made for it, out of what luarble you please, 
but let my name be engraved upon it, and, if you think 
proper to add these as well, my titles. I will send the 
statue by the first person I can find who will not mind 
the trouble of it ; or possibly (which I am sure you will 
like better^ I may myself bring it along with me : for I 
intend, if ousiness can spare me that is to say, to make an 
excursion over to you. l see joy in your looks when I 
promise to come ; but you will soon <mange your counte- 
nance when I add, only for a few da^s : for the same busi- 
ness that at present keeps me here will prevent my making 
a longer stay. Farewell. 



LETTER Vn. To Oanikius Bufub. 

I have just been informed that Silius Italiuus* has 
starved himself to death, at his villa near Naples. 111- 

* Bom about a.d. 25. He aoquired some diatinction as an advocate. 
The only poem of his which has come down to us is a heavy, prosaie 
pofonnance in seventeen books, entitled * Tunica,' and containing mm 
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health was the cause. Being troubled with an inonralile 
cancerotiB humour, he grew weary of life and therefore put 
an end to it with a determination not to be moved. He 
had been extremely fortunate all through his life with the 
exception of the death of the younger of his two sons; 
however, he has left behind him the elder and the worthiei 
man of the two in a position of distinction, having even 
attained consular rank. His reputation had suffered a 
little in Kero's time, as he was suspected of having offici- 
ously joined in some of the informations in that reign ; 
but he utted his interest with Yitellius, with great discre- 
tion and humanity. He acquired considerable honour by 
his administration of the government of Asia, and, by his 
good conduct after bis retirement from business, cleared 
his character from that stain which his former public exer- 
tions had thrown upon it. He lived as a private noble- 
man, without power, and consequentl}'^ without envy. 
Though he was frequently confinea to his bed, and always 
to hitt room, jei he was highly respected, and much visited ; 
not with an interested view, but on his own account He 
employed his time between conversing with literary men 
and composing verses ; which he sometimes read out, by 
way of testing the public opinion : but they evidence more 
industry than genius. In the decline of his years he 
entirely quitted Eome, and lived altogether in Oampania, 
from whence even the accession of the new emperor* 
could not draw him. A circumstance which I mention as 
much to the honour of Caesar, who was not displeased with 
that liberty, as of Italioua, who was not afraid to make use 
of it. He was reproached with indulging his taste for the 
fine arts at an immoderate expense. He nad several villas 
in the same province, and the last purchase was always 
the especial favourite, to the neglect of all the rest. These 
residences overflowed with books, statues, and pictures, 
which he more than enjoved, he even adored ; particularly 
that of Virgil, of whom he was so passionate an admirer 
that he celebrated the anniversary of that poet's birthday 

account of the events of the Second Punic War, from the capture of 
Baeontum to the triumph of Scipio Africanus. Bee Smith's Diet of Gr. 
and Bom. Biog. 
* Tngaa. 
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frith more solemnity than his own, at Naples esneoially 
where he used to approach his tomb * as if it had been a 
temple. In this tranquillity be passed his seventy-fifth 
year, with a delicate rather than an infirm constitution. 
As he was the last person upou whom Nero ounferred the 
consular ofiice, so he was the last suryivor of all those who 
had been raised by him to that dignity. It is also remark- 
able that, as he was the last to die of Nero's consuls, so 
Nero died when he was consul. Becollecting this, a feel- 
ing of pity for the transitory condition of mankind comes 
over me. Is thbre anything in nature so short and limited 
as human life, even at its longest ? Does it not seem ttf 
you but yesterday that Nero was alive ? And yet not one 
of all those who were consuls in his reign now remains f 
Though why should I wonder at this ? Lucius Piso (the 
father of that Piso who was so infamously assassinatt- d by 
Valerius Festus in. Africa) used to say, he did not see one 
person in the senate f. whose opinion he had consulted 
when he was consul : in so shoi-t a space is the very term 
of life of such a multitude of beings comprised 1 so that 
to me those royal tears seem not only worthy of pardon 
but of praise. For it is baid that Xerxes, on surveying 
his immense army, wept at the reflection that so many 
thousand lives would m such a short space of time be 
extinct. The more ardent therefore should be our zeal to 
lengthen out this frail and transient portion of existence, 
if not by our deeds (for the opportunities of this are not in 
our power) yet certainly by our literary accomplishments ; 
and since lone life is denied us, let us transmit to posterity 
some memonal ihat we have at least lived. I well 
know you need no incitements, but the warmth of my 
affection for you inclines me to urge you on in the course 
you are already pursuing, just as you have so often urged 
me. * Happy rivalry '{ when two friends strive in this 
way which of them shall animate the other most in theii 
mutual pursuit of immortal fauio. Farewell. 

* Travellers ore still shown a xnonumeut near Naples, which k 
called yirgil's tomb. M, 

t The number of senators, as regulated by Augustus^ was 600. M 
i A quotation from Hesiod, Works and Days, y. 2i. 
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LETTER Vni. To Suetonius Trahquillub. 

The obliging way in which you request me to confer the 
military tnbunate * upon your relation, which I had ob- 
tained of the most illustiiousf Neratius Maroellus for 
yourself, is consistent with that respect with which you 
always treat me. As it would have given me great plea- 
sure to have seen you in that post, so it will not be Ices 
accejptable to me to see another there tbrough your means. 
For it would hardly, I think, be consistent to wish the ad- 
vancement of a fKend's honours and 3et envy him the 
noblest of all distinctions, that of a generous and affec- 
tionate relation. To deserve preferment and to bestow it 
is glorious, and the praise of both will be yours if you 
resign to another what is your own due. In this glory I 
too shall share, when the world shall learn from the present 
instance that my friends can not only fill tribuneships but 
confer them as welU I readily therefore comply with your 
generous request; and as your name is not vet entered 
upon the roll, I can without difficulty insert that of Sil^ 
vanus in its stead. May ho accept this good office lit your 
hands in as fateful a spirit as I am sure you will receive 
it at mine. FarewelK 



LETTEB IX. To Oobnelius Minuounus. 

I am now at leisure to inform you of the great fatigue I 
underwent in defence of the province of Baetica ; a case 
fall of issues, and which took up several days for the 
various pleadings. Oaecilius Olflussicus, a man of base, 
abandoned character, had carried on his proconsular 
government of the province of Baetica with equal violence 
and oppression, in the same year that Marius Prisons con- 
ducted a similar administration in Africa. Prisons, by 
the way, was a native of Baetica, as Olassicus was of 
Africa, whence that not infelicitous saying current among 

* Bee book iv. letter iv. note. 

t This was a title given to all Benaton in tha times of the lattoi 
enperori. ML 
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the Baetioi (for even pain sometimes has its joke), ^ I haTe 
got as good as I gave.' Tliey differed in that Marius 
was prosecuted on the part of a single oitj, and several 
priTate persons ; whereas the charge against OlaKsicus was 
brought in the name of the united province of Baetica. 
He escaped, however, the consequences of the impeach- 
ment, either by an accidental or voluntary death, for his 
end was dishonourable enough, though the nature of it 
was uncertain ; for, reasonable as it is to suppose that he 
would court death on finding his case hopeless, yet it is 
surprising that a man who was not ashamed to commit the 
basest crimes should yet have evaded the shame of a 
public conviction by putting an end to himself. Never- 
theless the Baetici persisted in the prosecution. There 
has been legal provision made for a case of this sort, though 
the law had Mien into disuse, and was now, after a long 
intermission, restored. The Baetici brought a further 
accusation, viz. against the accomplices ana ministers of 
Olassicus, and demanded a particular enquiry into the 
conduct of each of these persona, by name. I was counsel 
for the province, along with Lucceius Albinus, a fluent 
and elegant speaker ; and although we always had a pre- 
ference for each other, yet being associated with him in 
this case has considerably heightened my affection. There 
is something in the purbuit of fame, especially of the 
oratorical kind, that is unsociable, but there was no 
rivalry, no contention between m; we worked together, 
neither of us thinking of himself but of ihe case in hand, 
which we thought far too weighty and important to be 
dealt with in a single speech, apprehending we should 
have neither time, voice, nor lungs sufficient to make 
good our case if we bound up so many charges and de- 
fendants together in one bmidte, to to speak ; besides that 
such a multitude of names and causes would be apt to 
confuse, not to say weary, the attention of the judges. 
Moreover, in that collective way of proceeding, either the 
interest of some might prove a protection to all the rest 
or, the more incon>iderable of the party being sacrificed, 
those of a more conspicuous rank might escape at their 
expense, for partiality and interest never exert themselves 
more successfully than when concealed under the specious 
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ihow of severity. We remembered Uie instance of Ser- 
torins, who directed the strongest and the weakest soldier 
eaoh to pull off the horse's tail — yon know Ihe rest of the 
stoij.* In the same manner wd thought the only way of 
coping with such a numerons body of criminals was by 
attacking them singly. Our first and principal point was 
to Drove Classicus guilty, which would prepare the way 
to his accomplices ; for until that was done no charge 
oottld be fixed npon the latter. Amongst these we at 
once singled ont Baebius Frobns and Fabins Hispanns, to 
arraign immediately after Classicus: both these persona 
being considerable by their intereeti and Hispanns in 
particular by his eloquence. As to Classicus, onr work 
there was snort and easy enough, for there was found 
amongst his papers an account in his own handwriting of 
the several sums he had taken, and upon what particular 
occasions. A bragging, boasting, letter was also produoed 
which he had sent off to a certain mistress of his at Borne, 
in which were these words, 'Hurrah I hurrah! I am 
coming back to you a free man. I have now got in four 
millions of sesterceSff having sold up half the people of 
Baetica.' But it cost us a good deal of time and pains to 
make good the articles against Hispanns and Probus. 
Before entering upon the particular accusatiouB alleged 
against these, I thought it necessary to prove that to be 
agents and ministers of a governor in matters manifestly 
unjust was in itself criminal. For they did not attempt 

* The story, as related by Valerias Maxhnas, is to the foUowina 
efibot : Sertoriiis, being prosoribed by Sulla, put himself at the head 
of the LositanL These people, upon a oertain oocasion, were for 
attaddng, at onoe, the whole Boman army, greatly saperior to them in 
nambera. Bertorios endeavoured to dissaade them, dy all the arffn* 
ments in his power, from so rash an undertaking : but finding his 
oratory prevailed nothing, he ordered two horses to be brought out 
before him, and calling a young lusty soldier, and worn-out veteran, 
he directed the former to puU off the horse's tail at onoe, and the other 
by degrees* The oonsequenoe was, ishe yonne man exerted all his 
svength hi yain, while the old fellow performed his task. Thus, says 
that author, these rude, ungOYeraable people, who were running head- 
long to thehr destruction, wereoonvinoed, by this visible representation, 
of Sie justness of that advice, which had no influence upon them in 
the way of reasoning. ( Yal. Max. L vii. o. 6.) M, 

t About £81,250. 
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to deny the fact, but sued for pardon on the plea of neoee* 
sity, in that as provinoials they were oompelled at theii 
peril to obey all the proconsular orders. Claudius Besti- 
tutus, who was their counsel, has often said since that 
he neyer was more perplexed and disconcerted than when 
he perceived I had anticipated and seized this post, in 
which he had placed all his strength and confidence; 
though no man is more expert and vigilant in his profes« 
sion, or more prepared against any surprise, however 
sudden. This was the issue then of our procedure. The 
senate decreed that such property as Olassicus possessed 
before he went to his government should be separated 
from the remainder and given to his daughter, while 
the overplus should be divided amone the unhappy suf- 
ferers. The decree added further that his creditors should 
refund whatever sums they bad received since his return. 
Hispanus and Probus were sentenced to five years' banish- 
ment: so atrocious did that conduct now appear, about 
which there was a doubt at first as to whether it were 
criminal or not. A few days afterwards we proceeded 
against Claudius Fuscus, son-in-law to Classicus, and 
Stilonius Priscus, who commanded a regiment under him ; 
but the respective events were different : for Priscus was 
banished to Italy for two years, while Fuscus was acquitted. 
At the third hearing, we thought it expedient to join 
several accomplices m one general charge, lest, by pro- 
tracting this i^air any longer, even the judicial justice and 
rigour itself would be quite worn out by sheer weariness 
and satiety. We had indeed designedly reserved the most 
inconsiderable of the persons concerned, to this day, the 
wife of Clussicus excepted, against whom, although there 
was strong suspicion, the proofs seemed by no means 
sufficiently clear : as to his daughter, who was likewise 
in the number of the accused, there was not the least 
ground for any charge against her. When therefore in 
the close of the proceedings, I came to her name, I thought 
it would ill become me to bear hard upon one who ap« 
peered to be innocent ; and therefore spoke very fully and 
freely in her vindication Tfor as this impeachment was 
now drawing to its conclusion, there was no danger that 
this last circumstance would diminish the weight of th« 
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entire aoousation, as it might have done at the outset of 
the case). I asked Ibe depntiee if they would tell me 
whether they had anything to allege against her, which 
they thought they oonld prove ; and appealed to (he senate, 
whether it was of opinion that I ought to nse my eloquence, 
Buoh as it was, like a weapon, against the throat of an 
innocent person, and I concluded thus, 'But I may be 
asked, perhaps, if I take upon myself to aot as a judge ? 
By no means : I recollect however that I am an advocate 
chosen out from amidst that venerable body.' 

Thus ended this prosecution, in which so many parties 
were involved, some of whom were acquitted, but the 
greater number condemned, either to perpetual banishment, 
or for a limited time. The senate were pleased in the 
same decree to honour ns with a most ample testimony 
of our diligence, fidelity, and resolute perseverance, in 
the conduct of this important business: a suitable and 
indeed the only adequate compensation for such a degree 
of exertion. You will readily conceive the fatigue we 
nndorwont in speaking and debating so long and so often, 
and in examining, nssistiug, and confuting such a number 
of witnesses ; as well as what a difficult and disagreeable 
task we had to deny the private solicitations and with- 
stand the public opposition of the friends of the several 
accused. To mention just one of mv answers upon the 
occasion. When one of the judges themselvee oould not 
forbear interrupting me on behalf of a defendant whom 
he particularly favoured ; * When I have said all I meant 
to say,' I replied, *lie will still be as innocent as he was 
before.' From this you will conjecture what a scene of 
contention I went through, and what enemies I brought 
upon myself, for a little while at least. For an honej»t 
discharge of one's duty may, for the time, offend those it 
opposes, yet it will at last be justified and admired even by 
them. 

Thus have I laid before you, in the clearest way I am abl^ 
this whole transaction. Ton will say, * It was not so very 
important as all that : what do I want with such a long 
letter?' Do not keep askins me then what is going on at 
Bomo ; and remember too, that, considering the time this 
trial took up, the great number of persons concerned, and 
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the several proceedings against them, ray letter is not at 
al] a long one : and I realy think I have related the whole 
with as much brevity as exactness. But now I must recall 
that last word, for I find, a little too late indeed, that I 
have left out a point, which I will mention here, though a 
b'ttle out of its place. Homer does this, and several others 
have followed his example ; besides an irregularity of this 
kind has a certain grace and fitness of its own, though that 
is not my reason for adopting it. One of the witnesses, 
whether ont of resentment at being summoned against his 
will, or that he was suborned by any of the defendants to 
weaken the credit of the charge, laid an accusation against 
Norbanns Licinianns, one of the deputies, and a collector 
of evidence for the present prosecution, alleging that he 
had prevaricated* in his charge against Casta, the wife of 
Olassicus. The laws direct that the party accused shall 
be first proceeded against, before any information be re- 
ceived to the prejudice of the accuser, because, of course, 
how far the information is to be credited will best appear 
from the way in which the original case is conducted. But 
so extremely odious was Korbanus that neither the autho- 
rity of the laws, the title of deputy, nor his office as solici- 
tor, could protect him. He was a man of infamous charac- 
ter, who, like many others, had used his interest with 
Domitian to very flagitious ends. He was elected by the 
province one of the enquiry commissioners on this trial, 
not because of his worth and integrity, but as being a 
declared enemy to Classicus. He had been banished by 
him. Norbanns asked for time to be allowed him for his 
defence, and a copy of the articles of his accusation. Both 
were refused him, and he was ordered to answer imme- 
diately to the charge. He did so ; and when I consider 
the wickedness and depravity of the man, I hardly know 
whether to say, with great audacity or great spirit, but, un- 
questionably, without the smallest embarrassment. There 
were many things alleged against him, far more to his 
disadvantage than the charge of prevarication. Pomponius 
Rufus and Libo Frugi, persons of consular rank, deposed 

* A preyaricator is defined to be one that betiaYS the cause to th€ 
ttlTeraary, and tvns on the onmiDal's side^ whom he ought to prose* 
entd. M. 
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against him that he was oonnsel, in Domitian's reign, for 
those infamous wretches who had informed against Sal- 
vias Liheralis. In short, Norbanus was condemned and 
banished. When therefore I came to speak against Oasta, 
I insisted upon the fact that her accuser had been con- 
yicted of prevarication. But I urged this to very little 
purpose ; for by a very unprecedented and indeed contra- 
dictory way of proceeding, the accuser beins condemned 
the accused person was acquitted. You will be curious 
to know what course we took while all this business was 
heiug got through. We acquainted the senate that, as we 
had received all our information from Norbanus, we could 
not, if he should be convicted of collusion with this woman, 
proceed without new instructions. After this, all through 
nis trial, we sat down, without interposing. Korbanus, 
after his conviction, continued present every day through- 
out the remainder of the proceedings, and preserved the 
same firmness, or audacity, of demeanour, to the end. I 
ask myself whether 1 have again left out anything, and I 
find I have almost left out something, again. On the last 
day of the trial, Balvins Liberulis inveighed strongly 
against the rest of the deputies for not having brought to 
justice all the parties they had received directions from 
the province to prosecute. As he is a man of considerable 
warmth of temper and eloquence, they were really in 
some danger. But I took those worthy persons under my 
protection, and they are so grateful as to acknowledge I 
saved them from the storm with which they were threat- 
ened. And now, my friend, I will put an end to mv letter, 
really an end to it ; and will not add one syllable more, 
even though I should find there was something still I had 
left out. Farewell. 



LETTER X. To Spdeinna and Cottu.* 

I did not tell you, when I paid you my last visit, that I 
h: d composed something in praise of your son ; because, 
in the first place, I wrote it not for the sake of talking 
about mv performance, but simply to satisfy my affection, 
to oonsole my sorrow for the loss of him. Agair, as you 

* 8purinna*8 wife. 
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told me, my dear Spnrinna, that you had heard I had been 
reoiting a piece of mine, I imagined you had also heard at 
the Bame time what, was the subject of the recital, and besides 
I was afraid of casting a ^loom over your cheerfulness in 
that festive season, by reviving the remembrance of that 
heavy sorrow. And even now I have hesitated a little 
whether 1 should gratify you both, in your joint request, 
by sending only what I recited, or add to it what 1 am 
thinking of keeping back for another essay. It does not 
satisfy my feelings to devote only one little tract to a 
memory so dear and sacred to me, and it seemed also more 
to the mtere&t of his fame to have it thus disseminated by 
separate pieces. But the consideration, that it will be 
more open and friendly to send you the whole now, rather 
than keep back some of it to another time, has determined 
me to do the former, especially as I have your promise 
that it shall not be communicated by either of you to any- 
one else, until I shall think proper to publish it. Tne 
only remaining favour I ask is, that you will give me a 
: proof of the same unresen^e by pointing out to me what 
you shall judge would be best altered, omitted, or added. 
It is difficult tor a mind in afiUction to concentrate itself 
upon such little cares. However, as you would direct a 
painter or sculptor who was representing the figure of 
Your bon what parts he should retouch or express, so I 
hope you will guide and inform my hand in this more 
durable or (as you are pleased to think it) this immortal 
likeness which I am endeavouring to execute: for the 
truer to the original, the more perfect and finished it is, 
80 much the more lasting it is likely to prove. Farewell. 



LETTEB XI. To Juuus Genitor. 

It is just like the generous disposition of Artemidorus 
to magnify the kindnesses of his friends; hence he praises 
my deserts (thoug;h he is really indebted to me) beyond 
their due. 
were exp 



lie. It is true indeed that when the philosophers 
icpelled Rome,* I visited him at his house near the 

* Domitian banished the phttoaophers not only from Bome^ but Italy, 
as SuetoniuB (Dom. c. x.) and Aulas Gellius (Noct Att. b. xy. exL 8^ 
i, S) infonn us : among these was the oalebrated Epictetus. M% 
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city, and ran the greater i-isk in paying him that civility, 
as it was more noticeable then, I being praetor at the 
time. I supplied him too with a considerable earn to pay 
certain debts he had contracted upon very honourable 
Qocasions, without chargitij^ interest, though obliged to 
borrow the money myself while the rest of his rich 
powerful friends stood by hesitating about giving him 
assistance. I did th'is at a time when seven of my friends 
were either executed or banished ; Senecio, Busticus, and 
Helvidius having just been put to death, while Maurious, 
Gratilla, Ariia, and Fannia, were sent into exile; and 
scorched as it were by so many lighining-bolts of the state 
thus hurled and flashing round me, I augured by no nn- 
oertain tokens my own impending doom. But I do not 
look upon myself, on that account, as deserving of the 
high praises my friend bestows upon me : all I pretend to 
is the being clear of the infamous -guilt of abandoning him 
in his misfortunes. I had, as far as the differences be- 
tween our ages would admit, a friendship for his father- 
in-law MusoniuH, whom I both loved and esteemed, while 
Artemidorus himself I entered into the closest intimacy 
with when I was serving as a military tribune in Syria. 
And I consider as a proof that there is some good in me 
the fact of m^ being so early capable of appreciating a 
man who is either a philosopher or the nearest resem- 
blance to one possible ; for I am sure that, amongst all 
those who at the present day call themselves philosophers, 
you will find hardly any one of them so full of .sincerity 
and truth as he. I forbear to mention how patient he is 
of heat and cold alike, how indefatigable in labour, how 
ahstemious in his food, and what an absolute restraint he 
puts upon all his appetites ; for these qualities, consider- 
able as they would certainly be in any other character, 
are less noticeable by the side of the rest of those virtues 
of his which recommended him to Musonius for a son-in- 
law, in preference to so many others of all ranks who paid 
their addresses to his daughter. And when I think of all 
these things, I cannot help feeling pleasurably affected by 
those unqualified terms ofpraise in which he speaks of me 
lo you as well as to everyone else. I am only apprehen* 
UTe lest the warmth of his kind feeling carry him beycnd 
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the due limits ; for he, who is so free from all other errors, 
is apt to fall into jubt this one good-natured one, of over- 
rating Hie merits of his friendo. Fi^rewelL 



LETTEB Xn. To Catiuus Sbvkbus. 

I will come to supper, but must make this agreement 
beforehand, that I go when I please, that you treat me to 
nothing expensive, and that our conversation abound only 
in Socratio discourse, while even that in moderation. 
There are certain necessary visits of ceremony, bringing 
people out before daylight, which Oato himsehf could not 
hafely fall in with ; though I must confes;i that Julius 
Caesar * reproaches him with that circumstance in such a 
manner as redounds to his praise : for he tells us that the 
persons who met him reeling home blushed at the dis- 
covery, and adds, * You would have thought that Oato had 
detected them, and not they Cato/ Gould he place the dig- 
nity of Cato in a stronger light than bv representing him 
thus venerable even in bis cups ? But let our supper oe as 
moderate in regard to hours as in the preparation and 
expense : for we are not of such eminent reputation that 
even our enemies cannot oensure our conduct without 
applauding it at the same time. Farewell. 



LETTEB Xm. To Yooosrius Bomanqs. 

In compliance with your demand, I have sent you the 
panegyric delivered in my late consulship in honour of our 
most excellent prince ;f and I had intended to do so, even 
though you had not made the demand. I could wish, 
when you read over this performance, you would reflect 
upon the diffioolty as well as the dignity of the subject. 
In other compositions, where the reader is unacquainted 
with this, its very novelty engages lus chief attention ; 
but in a subject of this kind, everything that can be said 

* Julius Oaesar wrote an inyectiye a|ainst Oato of Utica, U whiol^ 
it ia probable, Pliny here alludes. M. 
t Trajan. 
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in 90 familiar and so hackneyed that, quietly taking the 
Bubjeot-matter for granted^ as it were, he pa3rs attention 
merely to the author's manner and style, where it is harder 
to giye satisfaction when this is the only point taken into 
account. And I only wish that at least my method of 
arransementy my transitions, and my metaphors, might be 
considered in combination. A strong imagination and a 
grandeur of expression will break out occasionally in the 
most unpolished writer ; but regularity in the plan of a 
work, and proper variety in the management of the nieta- 
phoi-s, are charaotei ihtics peculiar to learning and culture 
alone. The lofty and sublime should not by anjr means 
always be affected. For as nothing sets off the lights in 
a picture more than shade does, so uie jplain and simple in 
writing is just as graceful and appropriate as the sublime. 
But I forget that f am talking to one who is so absolute a 
critic in these matters. I snould rather beg of you to 
point out to me what you may think requires correction : for 
if I find there are certain parts you dislike, I shall be more 
inclined to believe you approve of the rest. Farewell. 



LBTTEB XIV. To Aauus. 

The atrocious treatment that Largius Macedo, a man of 
praetorian rank, lately received at tlie hands of his slaves 
IS so extremely tragical that it deserves a place rather in 
public history than in a private letter ; though it must at 
the same time be acknowledged there was a haughtiness 
and severity in his behaviour towards them which shewed 
that he little remembered, indeed almost entirely forgot, 
the fact that his own father had once been in that station 
of life. He was bathing at his Formian Villa, when he 
found himself suddenly surrounded by his slaves ; one 
seizes him by the throat, another strikes him on the mouth, 
whilst others trampled upon his breast, stomach, and even 
other parts which I need not mention. When they thought 
the breath must be quite out of his body, they threw him 
down upon the heated pavement of the bath, to try whether 
he were still alive, where he lay outstretched and motion* 
less, either reaUy insensible or only feigning to be sg^ 

H 
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npon \i liich chey oonoluded him to be aotually dead. In 
this coudiilon they brought him out, pretending that he 
had got suffocated by the heat of the bath. Some of his 
more trusty servants received bim, and hU mistresses came 
about him shrieking and lamenting. The noise of their 
cries and the fresh air, together, biought him a little to 
himself; he opened his eyes, moved his body, and shewed ' 
ihem (as he now safely might) that he was not quite dead. 
The murderers immediately made their escape ; but most 
of them have been caught again, and they are after the 
rest. He was with great difficulty kept alive for a few 
days, and then expir^, having however the satisfaction of 
finding himself as amply revenged in his lifetime as he 
would have been after his death. Thus you see to what 
affronts, indignities, and dangers we are exposed. Lenity 
and kind treatment are no safeguard ; for it is malice and 
not reflection that aims such ruffians against their masters. 
So much for this piece of news. And what else ? What 
else ? Nothing else, or you should hear it, for I have still 
paper, and time too (as it is holiday time with me) to 
spare for more, and 1 can tell you one further circumstance 
relating to Macedo, which now occurs to me. As he was 
in a public bath once, at Rome, a remarkable^ and (judging 
from the manner of his death) an ominous, accident hap- 
pened to him. A slave of his. in order to make way for 
his master, laid his hand gently upon a Roman knight, 
who, turning suddenly round, struck, not the slave who 
had touched him, but Macedo, so violent a blow with his 
open palm that he almost knocked him down. Thus the 
bath by a kind of gradation proved fatal to him ; being 
first the scene of an indignity he suffered, afterwards the 
scene of his death, FareweU. 



LETTER XV. To Silios Proocjlus. 

You desire me to read your poems in my retirement, 
and to examine whether they are fit for publication. And 
you add entreaties to this enect, adducing indeed a prece- 
dent ; for after requesting me to take some of my spare 
time from my own studies and devote it to yours, yon 
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remind me that Cicero was remarkable for his geneix)iis 
enooui-agement and patronage of poetical ffeniuses. But 
you do me injustice in supposing I need either request or 
ontreaiy upon this occasion, being myself not only a most 
religious votary of the same muse, out having also the 
warmest friendship for you : I shall therefore do as you 
desire with as much attention as pleasure. I believe I 
may venture, even now, to write you word that your work 
is excellent, and ought by no means to be suppressed, so 
far as I could form an opinion from what I heard vou read 
of it, if indeed I was not imposed upon by your elocution, 
for you are a most pleasing, masterly, reader. I trust, 
however, the charming cadence did not entirely disarm 
the force of my criticism ; it might possibly a little soften 
its severity, but could not totally turn its edge. I think 
therefore I may now safely pronounce this my opinion of 
your poems in general; what they are in their several 
parts, I shall judge when I read them. Farewell. 



LETTER XVI. To Nepos. 

I have constantly observed that amongst the deeds and 
sayings of illustrious persons of either sex, some have 
made more noise in tne world, whilst others have been 
really greater, although le^s talked about; and I am con- 
filmed in this opinion by a conversation I had yesterday 
with Fannla. This lady is grand-daughter to that cele- 
brated Arria, who animated her husband to meet death, 
by her own glorious example. She informed me of several 
particulars relating to Ariia, no less heroic than this ap- 
plauded action of hers, though taken less notice of, and 
I think you will be as surprised to read the account of 
them as I was to hear it. Her husband Oaecinna Paetus, 
and her son, were both attacked at the same time with a 
fatal illness, as was supposed ; of which the son died, a 
youth of remarkable beauty, and as modest as he was 
oomely, endeared indeed to his parents no less by his many 
graces than from the fact of nis being their son. His 
mother prepared his funeral and conducted themtual cere* 
monies so privately that Paetus did not know of his death 
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Whenever she oame into hk room, she pretended her son 
was alive and actually better: and as often as he enquired 
after his health, would answer, * He has had a good rest, 
«nd eaten his food with quite an appetite.' Then when 
rthe found the tears, she had so long kept baok, gushing 
forth in spite of herself, she would leave the room, and 
having given vent to her grief, return with dry eyes and 
a serene countenance, as &ough she had dismissed eveiy 
feeling of bereavement at the door of her husband^ 
chamber. I must confess it was a brave action* in her to 
draw the steel, plunge it into her breast, pluck out the 
dagger, and present it to her husband with that ever 
memorable, I had almost said that divine, expression, 
* Paetus, it is not painful.' But when she spoke and acted 
thus, she had the prospect of gloiy and immortality before 
her; how far ^eater, without the support of any such 
animating motives, to hide her tears, to conceal her grief, 
and cheerfully to act the mother, when a mother no more ! 
Scribonianus t had taken up arras in Illyria against 
Claudius, where he lost his life, and Paetus, who was of 

* The (bllowing is the story, as related by several of the ancient 
liitftorittos. Paetus, haying joined Bcrihonianus, who was in arms, in 
Illyria, against Olaudius, was taken after the death of Scribonianus, and 
condemned to death. Anria having, in vain, solicited his life, persuaded 
him to destroy himself, rather ihiui suffer the ignominy of falling by 
the executioner's hands ; and, in order to encourage bim to an act, to 
which, it seems, he was not particularly inclined, she set him the ex- 
ample in the manner Plinv relates. 

* In a pleasure^hoose belonging to the villa Ludovisa^ at Bome, there 
is a fine statue representing this action : Paetus is stabbmg himself with 
one hand, and holds up the dyin^ Arria with the otiier. Her sinking 
body hangs so loose as if every joint were relaxed.' Wright* s TVavels. 

Martial also has celebrated this heroic action in a fiEunoua epigram : 

' Casta 9U0 ghdhm cum traderet Arria Paato, 
Quern de viioeribus ttoxerat ipsa nUa ; 
8i qua fides^ winua quod fed turn doiety tn^tui^, 
Sed quod tu fades, hoo mihif Paete, doiet* 

L. i. 14. 
TRANSLATION. 
'When from her breast chaste Arria snatck'd the sword, 
And gave the deathful weapon to her lord, 
'* My wound," she said, ** believo me, does not smart ; 
Tis thine alone, my Paetus, pains my heart." ' JC 

t Furins Oamillus Scribonianus, governor of Dalmatia. 
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party, was brought prisoner to Rome. When they 
were going to put him on Doard ship, Arria besought the 
soldiers that she might be nermitted to attend him : ' For 
snrely,' she urged, ' you will allow a man of consular rank 
some servants to dress him, attend on him at meals, and 
put his shoes on for him ; but if you will take me, I alone 
will perform all these officios.' Her request was refused ; 
upon which she hired a fishing-boat, and in that small 
vessel followed the ship. On her return to Rome, meeting 
the wife of Scribonianus in the emperor's palace, at the 
time when this woman voluntarily save evidence i^inst 
the conspirators — ' What,' she exclaimed, ' shall I hear 
you even speak to me, you, on whose bosom your husband 
Scribonianus was murdered, and yet you survive him?' — 
an expression which plainly shews that the noble manner 
in which she put an end to ber life was no unpremeditated 
effect of sudden passion. Moreover, when Thrasea, her 
son-in-law, was endeavouring to dissuade her from her 
purpose of destroying herself, and, amongst other arguments 
which he used, said to her, * Would you then advise yonr 
daughter to die with me if my life were to be taken from 
me r ' Most certainly I would,' she replied, ' if she had 
lived as long, and in as much harmony with you, as I 
have with my Faetus.' This answer greatly increased the 
alarm of her family, and made them watch her for the 
future more narrowly ; which, when she perceived, * It is 
of no use,' she said, *you may oblige me to effect my 
death in a more painful way, but it is impossible you 
should prevent it. Saying this, she sprang from her 
chair, and running her head with the utmost violence 
against the wall, fell down, to all appearance, dead ; but 
being brought to herself again, ' I told you,' she said, ' if 
you would not suffer me to take an easy path to death, I 
should find a way to it, however hard.' Now, is there 
not, my friend, something much greater in all this than 
in the so-much-talked-of ' Faetus, it is not painful,' to 
which these led the way ? And yet this last is the fa- 
vourite topio of fame, while all the former are passed over 
in silence. Whence I cannot but infer, what I observed 
at the beginning of my letter, that some actions are more 
oelebrated, whilst othera are really greater. 
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LETTER XVII. To Jauus Sebyianub. 

Is there anything the matter, that I have not heard 
from you so long, or is it, that there is nothing the 
matter, but you are simply too busy to write, or, if not 
too busy, are your opportunities of sending letters few or 
none ? Do relieve my anxietv, which is more than I oan 
bear ; and do so, even though it be at the trouble of an 
express messenger : I will gladly pay his expenses, and 
reward him too, let him onlv brine me the news I wish 
for. — As for myself, I am qmte well, if being well means 
living on in a state of the utmost suspense and anxiety, 
hourly expecting and dreading every oonoeivable sort of 
accident toat can possibly befedl the friend one most ten- 
derly loves. Farewell. 



LETTER XYIIL To Sevxbus. 

I was obliged by my consular office to compliment the 
emperor * in the name of the republic ; but after I had 
performed that ceremony in the senate in the usual 
manner, and as fully as the time and place would allow, I 
thought it agreeable to the affection of a good subject to 
enlarge thoscf general heads, and expand them into a com- 
plete discourse. My principal object in doing so was, to 
confirm the emperor in his virtues, by paving them that 
tribute of applause which they so justly deserve ; and at 
the same time to direct future princes, not in the formal 
way of lecture, but by hia more engaging example, to those 
paths they must pursue if they would attain the same 
neiKhts of glory. To instruct princes how to form their 
conduct, is a noble, but difficult task, and may, perhaps, be 
esteemed an act of presumption: but to applaud the cha- 
racter of an accomplished prince, and to hold out to poste- 
i^ity, by this means, a beacon-light as it were, to guide 
succeeding monarchs, is a method equally useful, and much 
more modest It afforded me a very singular pleasure 
that when I wished to recite this panegyric in a privat j 

^ Tiajan. 
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aaaembly, m^ friendB gaTe me tbeir company, thousli I 
did not solicit them in the nsnal form of notes or circnlarsi 
but only desired their attendance, ' should it be quite con- 
Tenient to them,* and * if they should happen to have no 
other engagemen t/ Tou know the excuses generally made 
at Eome to avoid invitations of this kind ; how prior in- 
vitations are usually alleged ; yet, in sj^ite of the worst 
possible weather, they attended the recital for two days 
together ; and when I thought it would be unreas'mable 
to detain them any longer, they insisted upon mv going 
through with it the next day. Shall I consider this as an 
honour done to myself or to literature? Bather let me 
suppose to the latter, which, though well-nigh extinct, 
seems to be now again revivine amongst us. Yet what 
was the subject which raised this uncommon attention? 
No other than what foimerly, even in the senate, where we 
had to submit to it, we used to grudge even a few moments' 
attention to. But now, you see, we have patience to recite 
and attend to the same topic for three days together ; and 
the reason of this is, not that we have more eloquent 
writing now than formerly, but we write under a fuller 
sense of individual freedom, and consequently more geni- 
ally than we used to. It is an additional glory therefore 
to our present emperor that this sort of harangue, which 
was once as disgusting as it was false, is now as pleasing 
As it is sincere. But it Was not only the earnest attention 
of my audience which afforded me pleasure ; I was greatly 
delighted too with the justness of their taste : for I ofan- 
served, that the more nervous parts of my discourse gave 
them peculiar satisfaction. It is true, indeed, this work, 
which was written for the perusal of the world in general, 
was read only to a few ; however, I vTould willingly look 
upon their particular judgment as an earnest of that of 
the public, and rejoice at their manly taste as if it were 
utiiversally spread. It was just the same in eloquence as 
it was in music, the vitiated ears of the audience intro- 
duced a depraved style ; but now, I am inclined to hope, 
as a more refined Judgment prevails in the public, our 
compositions of both kinds will improve too; for those 
authors whose sole object is to please will fashion their 
works according to the popular taste. 1 trust, however, in 
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Bubjeots of this nature the florid style is most proper ; and 
am so far from thinking that the vivid colouring I have 
used will be esteemed foreign and unnatural that I am 
most apprehensive that censure will fall upon those parts 
where the diction is most simjple atid un-omate. Never- 
theless, I sincerely wish the time may come, and that it 
now were, when the smooth and luscious, which has 
affected our style, shall give place, as it ought, to severe 
and chaste composition. — ^Thus have I given you an ac- 
count of my doings of these last three days, that your 
absence might not entirely deprive you of a pleasure 
which, from your Mendship to me, and the part you take 
in everything that concerns the interest of literature, I 
know you would have received, had you been there to 
hear. Farewell. 



LETTEB XIX. To Oalyishib Bufus. 

I must have recourse to you, as usual, in an affair which 
concerns my finances. An estate adjoining my land, and 
indeed running into it, is for sale. There are several con« 
siderations strongly inclining me to this purchase, while 
there are others no less weighty deterring mo from it. 
Its first recommendation is, l^e beauty which will result 
from uniting this farm to my own lands; next, the ad- 
vantage as well as pleasure of being able to visit it without 
additional trouble and expense ; to have it superintended 
by the same steward, and almost by the same sub-agents, 
and to have one villa to support and embellish, the other 
just to keen in common repair. I take into this account 
furniture, housekeepers, fancy-gardeners, artificers, and 
even hunting-apparatus, as it makes a very great difference 
whether you get these altogether into one place or scatter 
them about in several. On the other hand, I don't know 
whether it is prudent to expose so large a pronerty to the 
same climate, and the same ri^ks of accident happening ; 
to distiibute one's possessions about seems a safer way of 
meeting the capriceb of fortune, besides, there is something 
extremely pleasant in the change of air and place, and the 
going about between one's properties. And now, to come 
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to the chief oonsideration : — the lands are rich, fertile, and 
Well-watered, cunusting chieflj of meadow- ground, vine- 
yard, and wood, while the supply of huilding timber and 
Its returns, though moderate, still, keep at the same rate. 
But the soil, fertile as it is, has been much impoTerished 
by not having been properly looked after. The person 
last in possession used frequently to seise and sell the stock, 
by which means, although he lessened his tenants* arrears 
for the time being, yet he left them nothing to go on with 
and the arrears ran up again in consequence. I shall be 
obliged, then, to provide them with slaves, which I mu8t 
buy, and at a higher than the usual price, as these will be 
good ones ; for Ikeep no fettered slaves* myself, and there 
are none upon the estate. For the rest, the price, you 
must know, is three millions of sesteroes.f It has formerly 
gone for five millions,:^ but owing, partly to the general 
nardness of the times, and partly to its being thus stripped 
of tenants, the income of tnis estate is reduced, and ccm- 
se^uently its value. You will be inclined perhaps to en- 
quire whether I can easily raise the purchase-money ? My 
estate, it is true, is almost entirely m land, though I have 
some money out at interest ; but I shall tind no difiBculty 
in borrowing any sum I may want. I can get it from my 
wife's mother, whose purse I may use with the same free* 
dom as my own ; so that you tieed not trouble yourself at 
all upon that point, should you have no other objections, 
whicn I should like you very carefully to consider : for, as 
in everything else, so, particularly in matters of eoonomv, 
no man has more judgment and experience than yourself. 
Farewell. 



LETTER XX. To Mbssius Maximus. 

You remember, no doubt, to have read what commotions 
were occasioned by the ballot law,§ and how much ap- 

* The Romans used to employ their criminals in the lower offloei 
of husbandry, snch as ploughing, fto. FUn. H. N. 1. 18, 8. M, 
t About £28,480. 
I About £49,060. 
S The author of this law was one Gabinius, a tribune of the people^ 
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proTal and reproach alike, it earned for its originator 
Vet this very law the senate lately unanimously received 
as the best possible, and, upon the election day, called for 
the ballots with one consent. It must be owned, the 
method by open votes had introduced into the senate more 
riot and oisorder than is seen even in popular assemblies ; 
order in speaking, modesty of silence, dignity of position^ 
were alike disregarded, and it was universal noise and dis- 
cord, the patrons all running backwards and forwards with 
their candidates, groups and circles innumerable formed in 
the middle of the senate-house, and, in short, the most in- 
decent confusion generally. Thus widely had we departed 
from the ways of our ancestors, who conducted these elec- 
tions with an order, calmnetts, and decency suitable to the 
reverence due to the majesty of the senate. I have been 
told by some who remember those times that the method 
observed in their assemblies was this : the name of the 
individual who offered himself for any office being called 
over, a profound silence ensued, when immediately the 
candidate appeared, who, after he had spoken for himself, 
and given an account to the senate of his life and behaviour 
generally, called witnesses in support of his character. 
These were, either the person under whom he had served 
in the army, or to whom he had been quaestor, or both (if 
the case admitted of it), to whom he aLsojoined some of those 
friends who espoused his intei-est. They said what they 
had to say in his favour, in few but impressive words : and 
this had fax more influence than the modem method of 
humble solicitation. Sometimes the candidate would object 
either to the birth, or age, or character, of his competitor ; 
to which the senate would listen with a severe and impar- 
tial attention : and thus merit was generally preferred to 
interest. But corruption having abused this wise institu- 
tion of our ancestors, we were obliged to have recourse to 
balloting as the most probable remedy for the evil. The 
method being new, and immediately put into practice, it 
answered the present purpose very well ; but, 1 am afraid, 

▲.u. 614. It gave a yerv considerable blow to the influence of the 
nobility, as in tItisVay of balloting it could not be disooyeredon which 
side the people gave their votes, ana consequently took otf that restraiiti 
they before lay under, by the fear of offending their superiors, ill 
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in process of time it will introduoe new abuses ; for there is 
the danger, in this mode of balloting, of the most shame* 
less partiality insinuating itself in. For how few tiiere are 
who preserve the same delioaoj of conduct in secret as 
when before the world. Many people have a most tender 
regard fur their character, few for their conscience. But 
perhaps I am pronouncing too hastily upon the future. 
Meanwhile we shall obtain by the benefit of this method 
of voting an election of such magistrates as best deserve 
the honour. For it was with us as with those judges 
who are named upon the spot, we were taken before we 
had time to be biassed, and Uierefore determined impar-* 
tially. I give you all this principally by way of news, 
and also because I am glad to seize every opportunity of 
speaking about the republic ; a subject which, as we have 
fewer occasions of mentioning than our ancestors, so we 
ought to be more careful not to let any of them slip. And, 
goodness me^ are we always to go on repeating over and 
over the same every-day conventionalities, ' How do you 
do?* and •! hope you are welL* Do let our letters have 
something in them not common and ordinary and keeping 
within the limits of our own private conceins. It is true, 
indeed, the direction of the public weal is in the hands of 
a sinele person, who, for the general good, takes it solely 
upon himself to ease us of the care and weight of govern- 
ment; but still that bountiful source of power permits, by 
a very generous dispensation, some streams to flow down 
to us : and of these we mav not only taste ourselves ; but, 
in this way, administer tnem, as it were, to our absent 
friends. Farewell. 



LETTER XXI. To Cornelius Pbiscus. 

I have just heard of Valerius Martial's death, which 
ffives me great concern. He was a man of an acute and 
lively genius, and his writings abound in equal wit, satire, 
and kindliness. On his leaving Home I made him a present 
to defray his travelling expenses, which I gave him, not 
only as a testimony of friendship, but also in return for 
the verses with which he had complimented me. It waa 
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the oustom of the ancients to distinguish those poets with 
h<>noui's or pecnniaiy rewards, who had celehrated parti- 
cular individuald or cities in their verses; but this good 
oubtom, along with every other fair and noble one, has 
erown out of fashion now; and in consequence of our 
naving ceased to act laudably, we consider praise a folly 
and impertinence. Tou may perhaps be curious to see the 
verses which merited this acknowledgment from me, and I. 
believe I can, from memory, partly satisfy your curiosity, 
without referring you to his works : but if you should be 
pleased with this specimen of them, you must turu to his 
poems for the rest He addresses himself to his muse, 
whom he directs to ^o to my house upon the Esquiliae,* 
but to approach it with respect. 

*Go, wanton muse, but go with oarsb 
Nor meet, iU-tim'd, my Pliny's ear ; 
He, by sage Minerva taught, 
Gives the day to studious thought, 
And plans that eloquence divine, 
Which shall to future ages shine. 
And rival, wondrous Tmly 1 thixie. 
Then, cautious, watch the vacant hour. 
When Bacchus reigns in all his pow'r ; 
When, crowned with rosy chaplets gay, 
OAtoB might read my fix>lic lay.' f 

Do you not think that the poet who wrote of me in such 
terms deserved some friendly marks of my bounty then, and 
of my sorrow now f For he ^ve me the vei^ best he had 
to bestow, and would have given more had it been in his 
power. Though indeed what can a man have conferred on 
him more valuable than the honour of never-fading praise? 
But his poems will not long survive their author, at least 
I think not, though he wrote them in the expectation of 
their doing so. Farewell. 

* One of the famous seven hills upon which Borne was situated, Jf . 
t Mart Is. 19. 
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BOOK IV. 



LETTER I. To Fabatus (hi$ mfe*$ grandfather). 

You have lonff desired a visit from your grand-daughter * 
aooompanied by me. Nothing, be assured, oould be more 
agreeable to eiuier of us ; for we equally wish to see you, 
and are determined to delay that pleasure no longer. For 
this purpose we ara already paokine up, and hastening to 
you with all the speed the roads wiu permit of. We shall 
make only one, short, stoppage, for we intend turning a 
little out of our way to go into Tusoany : not for the sake 
of looking upon our estate, and into our funily oonoems, 
which we can postpone to another opportunity, but to per- 
form an indispensable duty. There is a town near my 
entatt^, called Tifemum-upon-the-Tiber,t which, with moro 
affection than wisdom, put itself under mv patronage when 
I was yet a youth. These people oelebrate my arrival 
among them, express the greatest oonoem when I leave 
them, and have public rejoicings whenever they hear of my 
prefeiments. By way of requiting their kindnesses (for 
what generous mind can bear to be excelled in acts of 
f 1 iendBhip ?) I have built a temple in this place, at my 
own expense, and as it is finished, it would oe a sort of 
impiety to put off its dedication any longer. So we shall 
be there on the day on which that ceremony is to be per- 
formed, and 1 have resolved to celebrate it with a general 
feast. We may possibly stay on there for all the next 
day, but shall make so much the greater haste in our 
journey afterwards. May we have the happiness to find 
you and your daughter in good health I In good spirits I 
I am sure we shall, should we get to 30U all safety. 
Farewell. 

* Oalpumla. Pliny's wifa f Now CitU di 0«teUo 
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LEITER II. To Arrius OLmsMfl. 

Beguloti has lost bis son ; the only nndeeerved misfor« 
tune which could have befallen him, in that I doubt 
whether he thinks it a misfoi-tune. The bov had quick 
parts, but there was no telling how he might turn out ; 
however, he seemed capable enough of going right, wei-e 
he not to grow up like his father. Begulus gave him his 
freedom,* in order to entitle him to the estate left him by 
his mother ; and when he got into possession of it, (I speak 
of the current inmours, based upon the character of the 
man,) fawned upon the lad with a disgusting shew of fund 
affection which in a parent was utterly out of place. You 
may hardly think this credible ; but then consider what 
Begulus is. Howeyer, he now expresses his concern for 
the loss of this youth in a most exti-ayagant manner. The 
boy had a number of ponies for riding and driving, dogs 
both big and little, together with nightingales,! parrote, 
and blackbirds in abundance. All tnese Begulus slew % 

* The Uomans had an absolute power over their ohildren, of which 
no age or station of the latter deprived them. See book tUL letter xviii 
note. If. 

t This bi^ was much esteemed amongst delioate eaters, and was 
sold at a high prioe. Horace mentions, as an instance of great extra- 
vagance, two brothers who used to dine upon them. 

* QutnU progenie9 Arri, par nobiU frairum — 
XtifCMiMM 9oliH mpenso pnmdere ooimtas.* 

L. U. Sat iii. 243. 
TBAH8LATI0N. 

* A nobis pair of brothers — 

On nightingales of monstrous purchase died.' 

Francis. M. 

X From an unaccountable notion prevalent among the ancients, that 
the ghosts delighted in blood, it was customary to kill a ^reat number 
of beasts, and throw on the funeral pile. In the more ignorant and 
barbarous ages, men were the unhappy victims of this horrid rite. 
Even the compassionate Aeneas is represented by Virgil as practising 
this cruel ceremonv, at the funeral honours which he performed to tlii 
nemoiy of the unfortunate Pallas : 

.... * Sulmone creatos 
Quatuor MojuomMMf totidem quos eduoat UfenSf 
Viveniet rapU ; mferioi quos immokU umbri$. 
Ctaf^tvooMf root perfundat sangmne gammas, 

Aen. 1. z. 517-520 H. 
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round tlie funeral pile. It was not grief, but an oetenta* 
tious parade of grief. He is visited upon this occasion by 
a surprising number of people, who all hate and detest the 
man, and yet are as assiduous in their attendance upon 
him as if the^ really esteemed and loved him, and, to give 
you my opinion in a word, in endeavouring to do Begins 
a kindness, make themselves exactly like him. He Keeps 
himself in his park on the other side the Tiber, where he 
has covered a vast extent of nround with his porticoes, and 
crowded all the shore with his Ktatueo ; for he unites pro- 
digality with excessive covetousness, and vain-glory with 
the height of infamy. At this very unhealthy time of year 
he is boring society, and he feels pleasure and consolation 
in bein^ a bore. He says he wishes to marry, — a piece of 
perversity, like all his other conduct. You must expect, 
therefore, to hear shortly of the maniage of this mourner, 
the marriage of this old man ; too early in tbe former case, 
in the latter, too late. You ask me why I conjecture this ? 
Certainly not because he says so himself (for a greater liar 
never stepped), but because there is no doubt that Kegulus 
will do whatever ought not to be done. Farewell. 

LETTER III. To Antoninus. 

That you have twioe enjoyed the dimity of consul, 
with a conduct equal to that of our most illustrious ances*^ 
tors ; that few (your modesty will not suffer me to eay 
more) ever have or ever will come up to the integrity aud 
wisdom of your Asiatic adminibtration ; that in virtue, in 
authority, and even in years you are the first of Romans ; 
all this is excellent and honourable enough : nevertheless, 
I own, it is in your leisure hours that 1 admire you most. 
To season the severity of business with the spnghtliness 
of wit, and to temper consummate wisdom with such exqui- 
site courtesy, is an accomplishment as difficult as it is 
great: yet this you have attained in those wonderful 

TRANSLATION. 

. . . . • Four youths of Sulmo wrought-. 
And the like tale that Ufens erst into the world's Hie brought, 
He takes allre to slay them — gifts for that dead ehost's avail, 
Aid with a shower of captire olood to slake the dead man's bait.* 

(Morris.) 
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charms, which graoe both your conversation and jonv 
writings. Yonr lips, like the venerable old man's in 
Homer,* drop honey, and when you write, the bees seem 
to be employed in pouring into every line, and working 
into every sentence, their extracts of the choicest flowers. 
This was certainly what I felt on reading lately your 
Greek epigrams and iambics. What elegance, what beau- 
ties, shine in this collection I What sweetness and tender- 
ness are there, what wit, and how conformable is the whole 
to the canons of just criticism 1 I &ncied I had in my hands 
Callimaohnst or Herodea, or, if possible, some poet even 
feupeiior to tnese : though, indeed, neither of those authors 
have either excelled in or attempted both these species of 
poetry. Is it possible that a Boman can be such a master 
of Greek ? I protest I do not believe Athens herself can 
be more Attia In short, I cannot but envy Greece the 
honour of your preference : and since you can write thus 
eloquently in a foreign and transplanted language, one 
need not conjecture what you could have penormed in 
your own. Farewell. 



LETTER IV. To Sossius Sbnecio. 

I have the truest regard for Oalvisius Nepos ; as indeed 
he is a man of indefatigable industry, great eloquence, 
and (what I prefer to all the rest) of consummate inte- 
grity. He is very nearly related to your friend and my 
guest Oalvisius, ms nephew in fact. I beg therefore you 

^ . . . . Kiirrmp 
i^Svcv^f MpovffMf Ktyhs TlvXt»¥ kyopviriis 
rod KflU ii>nh yKiiatnis uiKiros y\vid»¥ biw alMi^ 

Iliad, i. 247-249. 

TBAirSLATION. 

Nestor, the leader of the Pylian host. 

The smooth-tongued chief, from whose persuasive lipt 

Sweeter than honey flow'd the stream of speech.' 

(Lord Derb J.) 

t A oolefarated poet and grammarian of Alexandria. He is aaid Is 
have written 800 works in prose and verse. His poems found manv 
admirers and imitators at Borne, amongst the latter OatuUus una 
Propertius, who translated several picoes of his. He flcurialied about 
the middle of the 3rd century, B.a 
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will bonaar him with a half-yearly tribuneship* both oH 
bis own aooonnt and his nnole's. Yon will oblige me, yon 
will oblige onr friend CalvisittB, yon will oblige Nopos 
himself, whom, I am persuaded, yun will think eqnally de-> 
serving yonr &yonr. Ton have oonferred many kindnesses 
npon many people, bnt I will venture to say never one that 
was better bestowed thui in the present instance, and few^ 
perhaps, so well. Farewell. 

LBTTBB V. To Sparsus. 

It is said that when Aeschines,! at the reqnest of the 
Rhodians, read to them his own speech, and then that 
which Demosthenes had delivered upon the same occanion, 
both were received with the loudest applause. I am not 
surprised that the harangues of sucn excellent orators 
should be thus warmly admired, when I consider that even 
a speech of mine, which I lately recited before a very 
learned and ciitical audience, was heard with equal earnest^ 
ness and apjprubation, and at equal risk of fatigue, during 
two successive days, although there was no occasional 
comparison of respective merits, no rivalry, as it were, to 
awaken their attention. The Rhodians, besides the parti- 
cular merit of the speeches themselves, had their cuiiositv 
excited by comparing them together, but mine, though 
destitute of that rt commendation, had the |;ood fortune to 
please ; whether deservedly or not, you will judge when 
you read the performance; the extent of which will not 
permit me to preface it with a longer letter. I must 
therefore be as short as possible here, in order to recon- 
cile vou the better to the length of the accompanying 
speech ; which, however, I have not enlarged beyond the 
bounds my subject required. Farewell. 

LETTER VL To Juuus Naso. 

A storm of hail has, I am told, destroyed all the pro- 
duce of my estate in Tuscany ; while that which I have on 

* Their bosinefls was to dedde all oontroveraies in the army, to takt 
care of the works and oamp, Ae. Their oommand lasted but six monlbs. 
Kenaers Bom. Antiq. JL f Bee book ii. letter iiL 
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the other Me the Po, though it haa proved eztremelj 
fertile this season, yet, from the excessive cheapness of 
evervthing, turns to small account. Laurentam is the 
single possession which yields me any return. I have 
nothing there, indeed, hut a house and wardens; all the 
rest is harren sands ; still, however, my best productions 
spring up at Laurentum. It is there I cultivate, if not 
my lands, at least my mind, and employ a great deal o{ 
my time in writing. As in other places I can shew you 
full bams, so here I can entertain yon with good store of 
the literary kind. Let me advise you then, if you wish 
for fertile and never-failing possession, to purchase some 
spot upon this coast. Farewell. 



LETTER VIL To Oatius Lepidus. 

I often tell you that there is a certain force of character 
about Beeulus; it is wonderful how he carries through 
what he has set his mind to. He chose lately to be ex- 
tremely concerned for the loss of his son : accordingly he 
mourned for him as never man mourned before. He took 
it into his head to have an immense number of statues 
and pictures of him ; immediately all the artisans in Bome 
are set to work. Canvas, wax, brass, silver, gold, ivoiy, 
marble, all exhibit the figure of the young Beguliis. Not 
long ago he read, before a numerous audience, a memoir ot 
his son : a memoir of a mere boy 1 However he read it. 
He wrote likewise a sort of circular letter to the several 
Deourii,* desiring them to choose out one of their order 
who had a strong clear voice, to read this eulogy to tiie 
people ; it has been actually done. Now had this force of 
character, or whatever else you may call a fixed deteimi- 
nation in obtaining whatever one has a mind for, been 
rightly applied, what infinite good it might have effected I 
The misfortune is, there is less of this quality about good 
people than about bad people, and as ignorance begets 
ra/ihness, and thou^htfulness produces deliberation, so 
Odod^asty is apt to cripple the action of virtue, whilst eon- 

* Boe book i. letter vi*i. in Dot4>. 
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fidenoe Btrengthens vice. Begulns is a case in point : he 
has a weak voice, an awkward delivery, an indistinct 
utterance, a slow imagination, and no memory ; in a word, 
he possesses nothing but a sort of frantic energy : and yet, 
by the assistance oi a flinty tnm and much impudence, 
he passes as an orator. Herennius Senecio admirably re-» 
versed Gate's * definition of an orator, and applied it t6 
llegnlus : ' An orator,* he said, ' is a bad man, unskilled in 
the art of speaking.' And really Oato's definition is not a 
more exact description of a true orator than Senecio's is of 
the character of this man. Would you make me a suitable 
return for this letter? Let ine know if you, or any of 
my friends in your town, have, like a stroller in the 
market-place, read this doleful production of Begulus's, 
• raising,' as Demosthenes says, *your voice most merrily, 
and straining every muscle in your throat.' For so 
absurd a performance must excite laughter rather than 
compassion; and indeed the composition is as puerile as 
the subject. Farewell. 



LETTEB VIII. To Matubus Arrianus. 

My advancement to the dignity of augur f is an honour 
that justly indeed merits your congratulations ; not only 
because it is highly honourable to receive, even in the 
slightest instances, a testimony of the approbation of no 
wise and discreet a prince,! but because it is moreover an 
ancient and religious institution, which has this Micred 
and peculiar privilege annexed to it, that it is for lifcf 
Other sacerdotal offtces, though they may, perhaps, be 
almost equal to this one in dignity, yet as ih&y are given 

* Cato composed a treatise upon rhetoric, for the use of his sou, in 
wldch he defined an orator to be ' a good man skilled in the art o^ 
speaking/ M, 

t Their business was to interpret dreams, oracles, prodisies, fto., and 
to foretell whether any action should be fortunate or prejudicial, to par- 
ticular persons, or to the whole commonwealth, upon this account, 
they very often occasioned the displacing of roaj!;istrates, the defefriii|| 
of public assemblies, See, Rennet's Bom. Antiq. Jf. 

{ Trajan. 

I Bee book ii letter i in note. 

I a 
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BO they may be taken away again : but fortune has nc 
further power over this than to bestow it. What reoom« 
mends this dignity still more highly is, that I have the 
honour to succeed so illustrious a person as Jolius Fron« 
tinus. He fur many yeais, upon the nomination-day of 
proper persons to be received into the saored college, con- 
stantly proposed me, as though he had a view to electing 
me as his successor ; and since it actually has proved so in 
the event, I am willing to look upon it as something more 
than mere accident, fiut t)ie circumstance, it se^^ms, that 
most pleases you in this affair, is, that Cicero enjoyed the 
same post ; and you rejoice (you tell me) to find that I 
follow his steps as closely in the path of honours as I en« 
deavour to do in that of eloquence. I wish, indeed, that 
as I had the advantage of being admitted earlier into the 
same order of priesthood, and into the consular office, than 
Cicero, that so I might, in my later years, catch some 
spark, at least, of his divine genius 1 The former, indeed, 
being at man's disposal, may be conferred on me and on 
many others, but the latter it is as presumptuous to hope 
for as it is difficult to reach, being in the gift of heaven 
alone. Farewell. 



LETTER IX. To Ursus. 

We have been engaged for several days past in the case 
of Julius Bassus, a man grown familiar with misfortunes, 
and rendered conspicuous by a series of calamities. In the 
reign of Vespasian two private persons laid an information 
against him, and the matter being referred to the senate, 
he was kept a long time in suspense and finally honourably 
acquitted. During the reign of Titus, he was under con- 
tinual apprehensions of his displeasure, as being known to 
favour the interests of Domitian : yet when that emperor 
ascended the throne Bassus was sent into exile, though 
afterwards recalled by Nerva. Having obtained the pro- 
oonsulship of Bithjmia, he was, on his return from thenoCi 
accused of bribery and extortion, and as warmly prosecuted 
as he was stoutly defended. The senate were much dividec* 
hi opinion, however the majority wei-e on the more favour 
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able side. Pomponius Hufus, a ready and impetnouB speaker, 
was counsel a^iust hitn. He was assisted by Theophanes, 
one of the proyincial deputies, and indeed the origin and 
instigator of this prosecution. I began the reply, for Bassus 
insisted that the foundation of his defence should be laid 
by me. He desired me to represent the connideration due 
to his illustriotis birth, and to the very prosecution itself 
he had formerly suffered ; that his accuserd were informers 
by profession, who reaped considerable advantage by their 
tiaae ; * and to put forward the true reasons which ren- 
dered him odious to the most factious among them, and 
particularly Theophanes ; but, above all, to meet the prin- 
cipal charge brought against him : for on the scoi e ot the 
rest, however much more serious they might sound, he 
deserved not only acquittal but hish commendation. The 
great difficulty of the case was, that in the simplicity of 
his heart, he had incautiously received certain friendly 
gifts from some people in the province (for he had been 
amimg them before as quaestor). This, wnich his accusers 
called rapine and extortion, Bassus justified under the 
name of presents. But then the laws expre^sly forbid 
persons in his station 'o receive any presents whatsoever. 
Now what should 1 do here, what mode of defence should 
1 adopt upon this occasion? If I denied the fact, I was 
afraid it would look like a tacit confession that it actually 
was extortion : besides, to disown what was so notorious, 
would be to strengthen rather than to extenuate, the 
charge, especially when the accused had put that out of 
the power of his coxmsel, if they had thought it proper ; 
for he had acknowledged to several personn, and particu- 
larly to the emperor, that he had received and returned a 
ft3W slight presents upon his birth-day, and at the feast of 
the Satumalia.f Should I appeal to the clemency of the 
court ? That would be ruinmg my client at once, by con- 
ceding the nature of his offence to be such, that there was 
no other wajr of saving him. Should I then justify the 
(act? But m so doing, I should have injured my own 

* Infoniiers had a fourth part of the effeets of the penom oon 
fictod. jr. 

t Celebrated in hononr of Satnm ; at which time it was ouatoirail 
fnr friends to send presents to one another. JC 
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character, vnthout rendering any servioe to BassoB. Under 
these diffiuulties I thought it would be beet to steer a 
middle course; and, I flatter m3*self, I happily hit upon 
it. But night, coming on, separated, as usual, the com- 
batants. J had spoken for three hours and a half, so that 
I had still an hour and a half remaining. For the law, 
having allowed six hours to the plaintiff and nine to the 
defendant, Bassus had so divided this portion of time 
between me and the advocate who was to speak after me 
that 1 had five hours, and the latter the rest. But per- 
ceiving my speech to have made a favouiable impression 
upon Ae senate, I thought it would be more advisable not 
to say any more ; for it is not prudent, you know, to push 
one's success too fur. Besides, I was apprehensive I should 
not have strength to renew the defence the next day, as it 
is much easier to go on without interruption than to re- 
sume aftei a long intermission. And there was yet another 
consideration which had great weight with me: I was 
afraid that, as the discontinuance of my speech would 
abate my own ardour, so the resumption of it might prove 
tiresome to my hearers. When an harangue is carried on 
in one continued flow, the spc aker best keeps up his own 
fire, and the attention of the audience, both which uro apt 
to cool and become languid upon a remission, just as a con- 
tinued motion preserves the light of a torch, which, when 
once extinct, is not easily re-lighted. But Bassus, almost 
with tears, earnestly entreated me to proceed with his 
defence for the remainder of the time, and I accordingly 
complied, preferring his interest to my own. The event 
proved agreeable to our wishes, for 1 found the attention 
of the senate as fresh and lively as if it had been rather 
animated than fatigued by my preceding speech. Lucceius 
Albinus sp'ke after me, and entered so thoroughly into my 
line of argument that our speeches, whilst Siey had the 
variety of different and distinct pleadings, had the connec- 
tion and uniformity of one continued harangue. Heren- 
nius Follio replied to us with great spirit and power, and 
after him Theophanes spoke again, in this, as in everything 
else, displaying his unusual assurance, in arrogating to 
himself more than the usual allowance of time for speak- 
ing, after two such eloquent persons, and of consulai 
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dignity,* had immediately preceded him. He oontinued 
haraneuiiig till eyening, and e^en beyond it, for lights 
were Drousbt in. The next day Titins Homnlns and 
Fronto spoke admirably in behalf of Bassns. The fourth 
day was employed in going into the proofs. Baebins 
Maoer, the oonsnl eleot, declared Bassns guilty, within the 
express words of the law relating to bribery and extortion. 
Gaepio Hispo wus of opinion that, with- ut affecting hia 
dignity, the case shonld be referred to the ordinary judges : 
both were right. Ton will wonder how that can possibly ' 
be, since they were so extremely different ; but yon will 
observe that Macer, who considered the mere letter of the 
law, might veiy reasonably condemn him, when it appeared 
he had taken prenents contrary to its express pmhibition. 
On the other hand, Caepio, supposing that the senate had a 
power (as nndonbtedly it has) to mitigate or to urge the 
extreme rigour of the law, might, upon very good grounds, 
think this a case woitby of their clemency, as being 
{though indeed contrary to the express letter of the law, 
yet) not nnfrequentlv practised. The motion of Caepio 
prevailed, and when he rose np to give the reasons for his 
vote, the same acclamati<»ns attended him as usually attend 
others when they resume their seats. Ton will easily 
judge, therefore, how great the applause was after he had 
delivered his opinion, when he had received such a sin- 
gular mark of approbation before he had uttered a word. 
I find the opinions of those outside, as well as those in the 
senate, are divided : they who approve of Caepio*s vote 
condemn Macer's as hard and severe : on the other hand, 
those who uphold Macer's opinion treat the other as over- 
mild, and, in fact, inconsistent. It is a positive impro- 
priety, they affirm, sending a man to be tried before the 
ordinary j*i<lgj^s, and yet allowing him to retain his seat in 
the senate. There was a third opinion besides. Valerius 
Paulinns, who agreed with Ca^io, was for adding further, 
that the senate should proceea against Theophanes, after 
he had discharged his commission as provincial deputy : 

* The two persons here meant are Herennins Pollio and Pomponiat 
Rnfns, mentioned above, who pleaded asainst Bassos, on the same side 
with Theophaiies. Some critios, indeed, suppose Pliiiy indodof him- 
jdf ; hat toe oontiary seems plain fiom the context 3L 
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for he inaisted that Theophaiies during the trial had been 
guilty of several of those miBdemeanoura whioh fell within 
the prohibition of this very law upon which he grounded 
his information against Ba^sus. But although this pro- 
posal was in general highly approved of by the senate, yet 
the consuls thought proper to drop it : Paulinus, however, 
had the full credit of so just and bold a motion. At the 
breaking up of the house, Bassus was received by large 
crowds of people with the greatest demonstrations of ioY 
and the loudest acdainations. This new difficulty whicn 
he had fallen into bad recalled the memory of his former 
troubles ; and a name which had never been mentioned, 
but in conjunction wih Si*me misfortune, together with 
the appearance of a fine person broken with age and 
sorrow, had raised a general feeling of compassion towards 
him. You may look upon this letter as the fore-runner of 
my speech, whi(th, full and copious as it is, I will send you 
at large. But you must not expect it soon ; for it is too 
important a subject for a mere light cursory revision. 
Farewell. 



LEITER X. To Statius Sabinus. 

Tour letter informs me that Sabina, who appointed you 
and me her heirs, though she has nowhere expressly directed 
that Modestus shall have his freedom, yet has left him a 
legacy in the following words, ' I give, &o, — ^To ModciituB, 
whom I have ordered to have his freedom ' : upon which 
you desire my opinion. I have consulted skilful lawyers 
upon the point, and they all agree Modestus is not entitled 
to his liberty, since it is not expretsly given, and conse- 
quently that the legacy is void, as being be(|ueathed to a 
slave.* But it evidently appears to be a mistake in the 
testatrix ; and therefore I think we ought to act in this 
case as though Sabina had directed, in so many words, what, 
it is dear, she had ordered. I am persuaded you will eo 
with me in this opinion, who so religiously regard the will 
of the deceased, which indeed where it can be discovered 

* A alaYe was inoapable of propertj ; and, therefore, whatever Im 
MxittiriHl bocame the ri^ht of his maatar. M* 
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will always be law to honest heirs. Honour is to you and 
me as strong an obligation as the compulsion of law is to 
otherp. Let Modestus then enjoy his freedom and his 
legacy as fully as if Sabina had observed all the requisite 
fom^tf, as indeed they efl'eotually do who make a judicious 
choice of their heii s. Farewell. 



LETTEB XL. To CtoRNELtus Minioianus. 

Have you heard — ^I suppose, not yet, for the news has 
but just arriy€fd<— that Yaleriiis Lioinianus has become a 
professor in Sicily ? This unfortunate person, who lately 
enjoyed the dignity of praetor, and was esteemed the most 
eloquent of our advocates, is now fallen from a senator to an 
exile, from an orator to a teacher of rhetoric. A ccordingly in 
his inaugural speech he uttered, sorro\^ fully and solemnly, 
the following words : * Oh I Fortune, how capriciously dost 
thou sport with mankind! Thou makest ihetoriciann of 
8enat4)rrt, and senators of rhetoricians ( ' A sarcasm so poig- 
nant and full of gall that one might almost imagine he fixed 
upon this profession merely for the sake of an opportunity 
of applying it And having made his first appearance in 
school, clad in the Greek cloak (for exiles have no right to 
wear the toga), after arranging himself and looking down 
upon his attire, ' I am, however,' ho said, ' going to declaim 
in Latin.' You will think, perhaps, this situation, wretched 
and deplorable as it is, is what he well deserves for having 
stained the honourable profession of an orator with the 
crime of incest. It is" true, indeed, he pleaded guilty to 
the charge ; bur. whether from a consciousness of his guilt, 
or from an apprehension of worse consequences if he 
denied it, is not clear; for Domitian generally raged most 
furiously where his evidence failed him most hopelessly. 
I'hat emperor had determined that Coinelia, chief of the 
Vestal Virgins,* should be buried alive, from an extrava 

* * Their office was to attend upon the ntes of Vesta, the 3hief part 
of which was the preservation of the holy fire. If this fire happened 
to go ont, it was considered impiety to light it at any common flame, 
but they made nse of the pore and unpollated rays of the ran for tiial 
purpose. There were various ^ther duties besides connected with theii 
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gant III 'lion that exemplary severities of thia kind con- 
ferred lustre upon his reign. Accordingly, by virtue of 
his office as supreme pontift', or, rather, in the exercise of a 
tyrant's cruelty, a despot's lawlessness, he convened the 
sacred Cv/llege, not in the pontifical court where they 
usually assemble, but at his villa near Alba; and there, 
with a guilt no less heinous than that which he professed 
to be punishing, he condemned her, when she was not 
present to defend herself, on the charge of incest, while he 
himself had been guilty, not only of debauching his own 
brother's daughter, but was also accessory to her death : 
for that lady, being a widow, iu order to conceal her shame, 
endeavoured to procuie an abortion, and by that means 
lost her life. However, the priests were directed to see 
the sentence immediately executed u|ion Cornelia. As they 
were le iding her to the place of execution, she called upon 
Ve^ta, and the rest of the gods, to attest her innocence ; 
and, amongst other exclamations, frequently cried out, * Is 
it possible that Caesar can think me polluted, under the 
influence of whose sacred functions he has conquered and 
triumphed ? ** Whether she said this in fla'tory or derision ; 
whether it proceeded from a ct'nsciousntss of her inno- 
cence, or contempt of the emperor, is uncertain ; but she 
continued exclaiming in this manner, till she came to the 
place of execution, to which she was led, whether innocent 
or guilty I cannot say, at all events with every appearance 
and demonstration of innocence. As she was being lowered 
down into the subterranean vault, her robe happening to 
catch upon something in the descent, she turned round and 
disengaged it, when, the executioner offering his assist- 

officu. The chief rules prescribed them were, to tow the strictest 
chastity for the space of thirty years. After this term wss completed, 
tiiey had liberty to leave the order. If Uiey broke their yow of virgin- 
ity, they were buried alive in a place allotted to that peculiar use.' 
Kennct s Antiq. Their reputation for sanctity was so high that livj 
mentions the fact of two of those virgins having violated their vows, as 
a prodigy that threatened destruction to the Soman state. Lib. xxii. 
e. 57. And Suetonius informs us that Augustus had so high an 
opinion of this religious order that he consign^ the care of his will to 
the Vestal Virgins. Suet, in vlt. Aug. i. lUl. M, 

* It was usual with Domitian to triumph, not only without a victory, 
kmt even after a defeat M, 
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anoe, she drew herself back with horror, refosinff to be fo 
much as touohed by him, as though it were a defilement 
to her pure and unspotted ohastity : still preserring the 
appearance of sanctity un to the last moment, and, among 
all the other instances of her modesty, 

<8he took great oare to fiOl with deoenoy.** 

Celer likewise, a Boman knight, who was accused of an 
intiime with her, while they were soourginff him with 
rodsf in the Forum, perxisted in exclaiming, ' What have I 
done ? — I haTe done nothing.* These declarations of inno- 
cence had ezMperated Domitian exceedingly, as imputing 
to him acts of cruelty and injustice, accordiugly Licinianus 
being seized by the emperor's orders for haying concealed 
a freedwoman of Oomelia's in one of his estates, was 
advised, by those who took him in charge, to confess the 
fact, if he hoped to obtain a remission of bis punishment, 
and he complied with their advice. Herennins Senecio 
spoke fur him in his absence, in some such words as Heuier's 

« Pfttroolas lies in death.' t 

' Instead of an advocate,* said he, ' I must turn informer : 
Licinianus has fled.' lliis news was so agreeable to 
Domitian that he could not help betraying his satisfaction s 
'llien,' he exclaimed, 'has Licinianus acquitted us of 
injustice ; * adding that he would not press too hard upon 
him in his disgrace. He accordingly allowed him to carry 
off such of his effecta as he could secure before they were 
seized for the public use, and io other respects softened the 
sentence of banishment by way of reward for this voluntary 
confession. Licinianus was afterwards, through the cle- 
mency of the emperor Nerva, permitted to settle in Sicily, 
where he now professes rhetoric, and avenges himself upon 

* Euripides' Heeuha. 

f The punishment inflicted upon the violators of Yestai chastity wan 
Io oe leonrged to death. If. 

X < Beside him stood the nobis Nsstor's son. 

And, weeping, thus his momnAil messsgs gsvs* 
Alss I gremi son of Telens, wofVil news, 
\ Which, would to HeaT*n I had not to impare, 

. Xs thss I bring : Patroclns lies in death.^ 

nUd, boolc zYiU. (Loid Derby's trsnslatiaa> 
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Fortune in his deckmations. — ^You see how obedient I am 
to your oommands, in sending you a oiroumstantial detail 
of foreign as well as domestio news. I imagined indeed, 
as you were absent when this transaotiou ooourred, th^t 
you had only beard just in a general way that Liciniauus 
was banished for inoest, as fame usually makes her report 
in general terms, without going into partioulars. I think I 
deserve in return a full account of all that is going on in 
your town and neighbourhood, where something worth 
telling about is usually happening ; however, write what 
you please, provided ^ou send me as long a letter as my 
owu. I give you notice, I shall count not only the pages, 
but even the very lines and syllables. Farewell. 



LETTEB Xn. To Maturus Arrianus. 

I know you love Egnatius Maroellinus, and indeed you 
have frequently mentioned him to me in terms of especial 
approval; but he will rise higher still in your afifection 
and esteem when I inform you of his recent performance. 
When he went as quaestor into one of the provinces, the 
person to whose lot it fell to attend him as secretary, 
happening to die before his salary became due, Maroel- 
linus had too delicate a sense of honour to think of appro- 
priating that sum to his own use. On his return therefore 
ne applied to Caesar, who referred the consideration of 
what should be done with this money to the senate. It 
wan a question indeed of no great impoiiance ; however, a 
question it was. The heirs of the secretary claimed it for 
themselves, the treasury commissioners K>r the public. 
The case came on, anl was opened by the counsel for the 
heirs, the public counsel speaking second, while both put 
their case remarkably well. Caecilius Strabo was of 
opinion that the money should be paid back into the 
ti'easury, Baebius Macer that it should be handed over to 
the heirs. Strabo won the day. Do, now, take the earliest 
oppoi-tunity, as I did, of expressing to Maroellinus vour 
approbation of his conduct, for though indeed it aoun- 
dantly suffices him to have earned the approval of the 
emperor and the senate, yet the additional evidence of 
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yours will give him very great pleasui e. Those who are 
ftotuated by a seDso of fame are wondeifull^ delighted to 

S)t praiKO, even though it comes from their inferiors ; but 
arcellinus respects you so deeply as to pay extreme 
regard to your opinion. To which let me add, it will 
increase his satisfaction when he finds that the fame of 
this action has travelled so far, so widely, and at such a 
rate, as to have reached your parts. For I do not know 
how it is, but mankind are generally more pleased with an 
extensive reputation than even a great one. Farewell. 



LETTER XIII. To Cornelius Tacitus. 

I am very glad of your safe arrival in Home ; for though 
I am always desiious to see you, I am more particularly so 
now. I shall be staying on a few days longer at my house 
at Tusculum, in order to finish a little business there I 
have in hand; for I am afraid, should I break off this 
design now that it is so nearly completed, I shall find it 
hard to take up again. Meanwhile, that I may lose no 
time, I send this letter before me to request a favour of 
you, which I hope shoi-tly to ask in person. But before I 
inform you what my request is, I must lot you into the 
ocoasion of it. Being lately over at my own native place, 
a younff lad, son to one of my townsmen, called upon me. 
I asked him, • Are you a student ? " He replied, * Yes.' 

• And where at ? ' * At Mediolanum.' ♦ * And why not 
here ? ' ' Because ' (replied his father, who came with him) 

* we have no professors in the place.' * And why no profes- 
80i*s ? ' I returned, * for surely it nearly concerns you who 
are fathers ' (and very opportunely several fathers were 
present to hear what I said) ' that your sons should receive 
their education here, rather than anywhere else? For 
where can they be better placed than in their own country, 
or kept under more virtuous restraint than under their 
parents' eye, or at less expense than at home ? Now at 
what a very small additional expense might you, by a 
general contribution, procure proper masters, if you would 

• HilaiL 



Digitized by 



Google 



120 THE LETTERS OF PLINY. [BOQK 1 

only apply towards the raising a salary for them the 
money you at present pay for your sons' trayelling ex- 
penses, lodgings, and whatever else you lay out upon their 
education ahroad ; as pay you must, for every artiole of 
eveiy kind. Now I have no children myself, at present, 
and will willingly contribute to a design so beneficial to 
my country, whi^ I look upon in the light of a child, or 
a parent, a third part of any sum you may think proper to 
raise for this purpose. I would take upon myself the 
whole expense, were I not apprehensive of my benefaction 
being hei eafter. abused and perverted to private ends, as I 
have observed to-ha^he^case Jii several places where 
teachers are enga^^ at the public expense. The only 
way of meeting this evil is to leave tbe choosing of the 
professors solely in the hands of the parents, whose obliga- 
tion to make a proper choice will be enforced bv the 
necessity of having to pay towards the professors' salaries. 
For though they may be negligent in disposing of another's 
bounty, they will ceiiainly be cautious how they apply 
their own ; and will see that none but those who deserve 
it shall receive my money, when they must, at tlie same 
time, receive theirs as well. Let my example then en- 
courage you to unite heartily toee^er in this useful 
des^n, and be i^ssured the^greater the sum my proportion 
shall amount to, the more agreeable it will be to me. You 
can undertake nothing that will be more to your children's 
advantage, or more acceptable to your country. Your sons 
will, by these means, receive their education where they 
receive their birth, and be accustomed from their infancy 
to love and ding to their native soil. May you be able to 
procure professora of such distinguished abilities that the 
neighbouring towns shall be glad to draw their learning 
from hence ; and as you now send your children elsewhere 
for education, so in the samo waj may other people's 
children hereafter flock here for their instruction f ' 

I thought it advisable to explain the whole affair to you, 
that you might the better understand how agreeable it 
will be to me, if you undertake the office I request. I do 
request you therefore, and, in considei-ation of the import- 
ance of the matter, entreat you, to look out, amongst the 
multitude of men of letters whom 'your genius draws round 
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jou, proper persons to whom we may apply i^T ibis pnr- 
po«e ; bat with this reserration, that I he not tied down to 
any partioular man. For L would leave it entirely free to 
the parents to itidge and soleot as they shall think fit : I 
take npon myself nothing bnt the trouble and expense. 
If therefore anyone shell be found who thinks himself 
qualified for the office, he ma^ go there, but on the express 
understanding that he goes without relying upon anytbing 
but his own merit. FarewelL 



LETTER XIV. To Paternos. 

You expect perhaps, as usual, a speech, but I am going 
to make you a present instead, by way of something dioice 
and curious, of some lighter compositions of mine. Ton 
will receiye then, along with this letter, some hendeca- 
syllabics,* written by myself in order to while away an idle 
hour upon the road, in the bath, or at table. They were com- 
posed upon different occasions, just as I found myself in a 
gay, a light, an amorous, a melancholy, or satirical, humour, 
and accordingly the style is sometiitnes more lively, at 
other times inclining rather to the severely simple. I 
endeavoured by this variety to suit different tastes, while 
some things may be found among them to please everyone. 
Should you meet with any passages which may seem some- 
what too free in their tone, your reading will supply you 
with my apology, in the example of those great and au^^Uht 
names that have preceded me in the same kind of writing, 
who without scruple have employed not only the warmest 
descriptions, but the plainest terms. This, however, is a 
liberty I have not allowed myself; not as pretending to 
more severity (for why should I ?), but because, in trutb, 1 
have less courage. Nevertheless, I entirely approve of 

* A vene oonsiBtiiig of eleren syllables. Tennyson's Hendeoa- 

Sllahlei^ of which we subjoin a specimen, afford a good illustratioii ol . I 
e mt/bbi in English. h . I « K A^ 



< yon chorus of indolent reriowen, 
InrsfponsibU, indolent roriewen. 
Look, I come to tbo test, a tiny poem^,^ 
AU composed in a metre ^f Cstnllia.'ffi^ 
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the rule >\liioh OatuUus lays down for this style cf com- 
positioD : 

* True poets should be chaste, I know. 
But wnerefore should their lices be so? 
To these what gives their zest and charm, 
But this, that they are free and warm ? ' * 

Tou must look upon it as an instance of tlie great value 
I set upon your judgment, that I venture to submit the 
whole to your examination, rather than select out some of 
the more finished pieces for your approbation. Indeed 
iu mibcellaneotis collections of this kind, what would 
pass oil' well enough if they were viewed separately, 
lose all their advantage by appearing in better company. 
A reader nf ^ense and discernment ought not to compare 
different sorts of pieces with one another, but examine 
each by itself, and, if it is perfect of its kind, not condemn 
it because it happens to fall short of another of a different 
nature. But what need I say more, for to attempt to 
excuse trifles by a long preface, is the most utter tnfling 
of all. I will only therefore premise further that I intend 
calling these lays ' Hendecasyllabics,* in accordance wiih 
the measure in which the verses run. Call them, if you 
think proper, epigrams, idylls, eclogues, or (as many have) 
sonnets; m a word, give ihem jubt whatever name you 
please, I offer them only as ' Hendecasyllabics.' All I beg 
of your sincerity is, that you would speak your opinion of 
them to me with the same freedom that you would to 
others. This is not a very hard request to make. It', 
indeed, these little pooticca essays were mv only or my 
chief productions, it might seem, perhaps, a little harsh if 
one said, ' Find your proper work,* but it is perfectly good- 
natured and weU-bred to say, ' Tou have your own peculiar 
sphere.' FarewelL 



LETTER XV. To Pondanus. 

If I can pretend to judgment in anything, it is uii« 
doubtedly in the singular affection which I have foi 

• Catullus, xvi. (Mr. Theodore Martin's translation). 
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Asiniiis BnfuB. He U a peracm of the higbeet merit, and a 
friend to all go<^ men, m whiob number why may I not 
venture to inclade myself? He and Taoitna (to whose 
worth yon are no stranger) are united in the closest intt« 
maoy. If therefore yon esteem ns, yon can but have the 
same favourable opinion of Bufus; for a similarity of 
manners and disposition is, you know, the strone^t 
oement of friendship. He has several children : ana in 
this, as in everything else, he acts the part of a friend to 
his country, by supplying it with a numerous race of oiti- 
eens, which he sees with pleasure extend to a second gene- 
ration ; and this, moreover in an age when that luoiative 
adulation usually paid to those wno have none* makes 
oven ono child seem a burden to some. Bat he scorns such 
base couHiderations, and thinlu himKolf happy in the title of 
grandfather ; for which he is indebted to Saturius Firmus : 
a person whom yon would esteem as much as I do if yoa 
knew him as well. My design in all these particulars is, 
to let you see how extensive, how numerous a family yuu 
may oolige by conferring a single favour : a favour I am 
induced to ask, first by my wishes, next by the certainty 
that you will soon be in a condition to grant them. I hope 

* As luxury prevailed among the Romans, aTsrioe, its sura attendant. 
Increased in proportion ; and, among other base methods of gratifying 
the importunate demands of unbounded desires, the mean praetios of 
payinff court to the wealthy, with a yiew to their fortunes, was «z« 
tremely oommon. Horace has exposed this contemptible commerce in 
his usual agreeable manner, and recommends it as the most inftillible 
Snothod of becoming rich : 

. . . . « Undt 
JHvUias aeritqoB rwtm, cfio, angytr^ aoervoi,* 
* Dixi equidem, et dico : oapte$ atttUw vbiqn$ 
IMamentaBenum; neUf sivaferunuietatier 
Imidiaiorem pfxuroao fugerii hamOf 
Aui tpem deponat^ awt orUm^ tUunw, omitta»* 

Hor. SatU. 5. JT. 

TRANSLATION. 

ir. * Qo on, most worthy aofftir, and unfold 

The arU whereby to pile up hemps of gold.' 
t. ' Well I hare told you, and I tell you still : 
Lay steadr siege to a rich dotard's will ; 
Hor, should a fish or two gnaw round the bait, 
Aiid 'seaps the hook, loss hsart and gire up straight. 

(Coaiagtoa.) 
R 
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. and bolievo yoia will be consul in the approaching year, 
and in this persnasioo I am oonfirmed both by your own 
eminent merit and the judgment of the emperor. Asinius 
Bii8sui», the eldoftt son of Bufns, solioits the qnaestorship at 
the same time. I know not whether 1 ought to sav(what how- 
ever the father would haye me both say and think, though 
fiassus himself is too modest to allow of such a notion) that 
he is a greater man than his fitther. Were I to represent 
his induhtry, his probity, his learning, his genius, his 
application, and his memory, as great as you will mosit 
certainly find them« yon, who never yet suspected my 
yeracity, would, not having seen him, scarcely believe me. 
I wish our age so abounded in men of ffood qualities as to 
sopply you with some who might jusUy take precedence 
of mm. In that case I should be the first to persuade and 
advise you to take a good look round and consider well 
where to fix your choice : but the misfortune is — ^however, 
I must not perch my friend up too high. 1 will only say 
that he is a young man, who deserves that you shonld loolc 
upon him in the same light in which our ancestors used to 
regard their quaestors, that is, as a son.* Men of your 
reputation for wisdom should receive children from the 
state such as you would desire nature to make your own 
1o be. Will it not be an honour to your consulbhip to 
have a quaestor whose father has been praetor, and whose 
relations consuls, yet who, although but a youth himself, 
reflects back upon his fetmily (and that too by their own 
confe&siou) as much glory as he deiives from them ? Let 
me entreat you then to grant my request, in which, if I 
seem premature, I hope you will pardon me, when you 
consider, that in a place where everything is seized up by 
the man who can first get hold of it, it is stayine much too 
late to wait till precisely the proper time : besides, there 
is a pleasure in the very anticipation of one's wishes. 
Allow Babsus then to revere you already as consul, and do 
you in your turn esteem him as your quaestor ; and thus 
permit me, who have a mot»t sincere affection for you both, 
to enjoy that twofold satisfaction : for, as you and Bassus 

* The oonneotion between a consul and his quaestor. Ac. was con- 
•iilortii), by the ancient RomanB, aa a tie of the atrongeat kind. Vid. 
Oio. in Yerrtm. IT. 
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are bo equally dear to me, tliat I ahall employ all tha 
power, indastry, and interest I have, in promoting him, 
to whomsoeyer he may happen to be quaestor, and like- 
wise in assisting your qnaeiBtor, whoever he shall be, so it 
will give me very gi'eat pleasure if my endeavours, and 
both the strength of my mendship and your oonsnlship, 
shonld all unite in serTins the same vonng man ; in a 
word, if I may be supported in this solicitation by your 
assistance, in whose vote the senate will most willingly 
aoquiesoe, and to whose testimony they will give the 
greatest credit. FarewelL 



LETTER XYL To Yalbbius Pauumus. 

Bejoioe with me, my Mend, not only upon my account, 
but your own, and that of the republic as well ; for lite- 
rature is still held in honour. Being lately engaged to 
plead a cause before the Court of the Hundred, the crowd 
was so great that I could not get to my place without 
crossing the tribunal* where the judges sat. And I have 
this pleasing circumstance to add foirther, that a young 
nobleman, having had his tunic f torn, an ordinary occur- 
rence in a crowd, stood with his gown thrown over him, 
to hear me, and that during the seven hours I was speak- 
ing,t whilst my success more than counterbalanced the 
fatigue of so long a speech. So let us set to and not screen 
our own indolence under pretence of that of the public. 
Never, be very sure of that, will there be wanting hearers 
and readei'S, so long as we can only supply them with 
speakers and writers worth their attention. Farewell. 

* The tribmial was a raiied seat where the jpraett^ sat : the judges 
were placed on each side, a little below him. Orrery. 

t The iuiiio was a woollen garment, worn underneath the toga. 

X Lord Orrery rather drily suggests here, that * the young gentle- 
man was detained, not by iuclitiation but by necessity,' on aooount of 
the crowd about him, which was too great to allow him to stir. * That 
eloquence,' he observes, * must be very powerful that could confine a 
man of drJMS and parade, and could soften those passions which must 
infallibly arise, when his finery was not only disarranscd but torn te 
pieces. I am afruid that Pliny flutters himself upon this oooastun.* 

K ? 
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LBITBR XVII. To Asiniui. 

Yom advise me, nay von entreat me, to undertake, in her 
absenoe, the oaut^ of Oorellia, against 0. Caecilius, consul 
elect. For your advice I am grateful, of your entreaty I 
really must oumplain ; without the first, indeed, I i^ould 
have been ignorant of this affair, but l^e last was lume- 
oessary, as I need no solioitations to comply, where it 
would be ungenerous in me to refuse ; for can I hesitate a 
moment to take upon myself the protection of a daughter 
of Oorellius ? It is tine, indeed, though there is no parti- 
cular intimacy between her adversary and myself, still we 
are upon good enough terms. It is also true that he is a 
person of rank, and one who has a high claim upon mv 
especial regard, as destined to enter upon an office which 
I have had the honour to fill ; and it is natural for a man 
to be desirous those dignities should be held in the highest 
esteem which he himself once possessed. Yet all these 
considerations appear indifferent and trifling when I re- 
flect that it is the daughter of Corellius * whom I am to 
defend. The memory of that excellent person, than whom 
this age has not produced a man of greater dignity, recti- 
tude, and acuteness, is indelibly imprinted upon my mind. 
My regard for him sprang from my admiration of the man, 
and, contrary to what is Ubually the case, my admiration 
increased upon a thorough knowledge of him, and indeed I 
did know him thoroughly, for he kept nothing back from 
me, whether gay or serious, sad or joyous. When I was 
but a youth, he esteemed, and ^I will even venture to say) 
revered, me as if I had been his equal. When I solicited 
any post of honour, he supported me with his interest, and 
recommended me with his tCHtimony ; when I entered upon 
It, he was my introducer and my companion ; when I exer- 
cised it, he was my guide and my counsellor. In a word, 
whenever my interest was concerned, he exerted himself, 
in spite of his weakness and declining years, with as much 
alacrity as though he were still young and lunty. In 
private, in public, and at court, how often has he advanced 

* CoieUiufl BufuB. Bee book i. letter zii. 
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Mid Rupported my credit and interest I It happened onoe 
that, the conyeisation, in the presence of the emperor 
Nerva, tncned upon the proraitsing young men of that time, 
and several of the company present, were pleased to men- 
tion me with applause; he sat f«>r a little while silent 
which gave what he said the greater weight; and then, 
with that air of dignity, to which you are no stranger, ' I 
must he reserved, said he, *in my praises of Pliny, 
because he does nothing without my aavice.' By whioh 
single sentence he bestowed upon me more than my moKt 
extravagant wishes could aspire to, as he represented my 
conduct t<) be always such as wisdom must approve, since 
it was wholly under the direction of one of the wihe^t of 
men. Even in his last moments he said to his daughter 
(as she often mentions), * I have in the course of a long life 
raised up many friends to you, but there aie none in whom 
you may more assuredly confide than Pliny and Cort.utus.' 
A circumstance I cannot reflect upon without being deeply 
sensible how incumbent it is upon me to endeavour not to 
disappoint the confidence so excellent a judge of human 
nature reposed in me. I shall therefore mobt readily give 
my assistance to Oorellia in this affair, and willingly risk 
any displeasure I may incur by appearing in her behalf. 
Though I should imagine, if in the course of my pleadings 
1 should find an opportunity to explain and enforce more 
fully and at large than the limits of a letter allow of the 
leasons I have here mentioned, upon which I rest at once 
my apol(»gy and my glory ; her adversary (whose suit may 
jerhaps, as you say, be entirely without precedent, as it is 
against a woman^') will' not only excuse, but approve, my 
conduct. Farewell. 



LETTER XVIir. To Arbius Antoninus. 

Can I give yon a stronger instance how much I admire 
your (Ireek epigrams than by having tried to imitate 
some of them in a Latin translation y I confess, however, 
(chiefly through my own incapacity, and paHly again 

* Alludinff, perhaps, to soipe legal privilege attached to the aex hy 
the jiirisDrodeDce of ancient Borne. M, 
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from the weakness or, as Lnoretius styles it, ihe pourUf^^ 
of our native tongue,) deoidedly to their disadvanta^ 
Yet, if clothed in a Boman dreus, and by my unKkilful 
hand, you should be able to disoover some lingering beauty 
in them btill, what muiit be their inherent charm when 
published by yourself and in the Greek language? Fare- 
well, 

LETTER XIX. To Hispulla. 

As you are a model of all virtue, and loved your late 
ezoellent brother, who had such a fondness for you, with 
an affection equal to his own ; regarding too his daughter f 
as your child, not only shewing her an aunt's tenderness 
but supplying the place of the parent she had lost; I 
know it will give you the greatest pleasure and joy to 
hear that she proves worthy of her father, her grand- 
father, and yriurself. She possesses an excellent under- 
standing together with a consummate prudence, and gives 
the strongest evidence of the purity of her heart by her 
fondness of her husband. Her affection for me, more- 
over, has given her a taste for books, and my produc- 
tions, which she takes a pleasure in reading, and even 
in getting by heart, are continually in her hands. How 
full of tender anxiety is she when I am going to speak 
in any case, how rejoiced she feels when it is got through. 
While I am pleading, she stations persons to inform her 
from time to time how I am heard, what applauses I 
receive, and what success attends the case. When I recite 
my works at any time, she conceals herself behind some 

* < Nvno et Anaxagorae torutemur Bomoeomerictn, 
Quam Orai memoraiU, neo nostra dioets Ungua 
Conoedit ncbitpatrU sermonia egestaa,' 

Lucret. book i. «v. 880-83^ 

TRANSLATION. 

' Next let's examine with a ourions eje^ 
Aaaxagoraa's philosophy ; 
By copious Oreeoe^ term'd Homoeomery, 
For which our Latin language, poor in words, 
Kot one expressive single voice affords.' 

« (CraMk.) 
t Oalpumla, Pliu/s wif<^ 
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ourtain, and drinks in my praises with ereedy ears.^ Sht 
sings my Terses too, adapting them to ner l.vre, with no 
other master but love, that best of instractors, for her euide. 
From these happy oir^mmstances I derive my surest hopes, 
that the harmony betwe6n"ns^Tll-4norea8a.with our days, 
and be as lasting as our liyes. For it is not my youth or 
person, which time gradually impairs ; it is my honour 
and glory that she cafes for. But what less could be 
expected from one who was trained by your hands, and 
formed by your instructions; who was early familiarized 
under j:gurlj»iif_with«jall ..that jg piir© ahd "TirtUOlis, and 
who learnt to love me first tErouffh your praises ? And 
as you revered my mother with all the respect due even 
to a parent, so you kindly directed and enooaraged my 
tender years, prcFaging from that early period all that 
my wife now fondly imagines I really am. . -Accept there- 
fore of our mutual thanks, mine, fo'f your giving me 
her, hers for your givine her me ; for you have chosec 
us out, as it were, for each other. Farewell. 

LETTER XX. To Nonius Maximus. 

I have alreadv told you my opinion of the several 
parts of your work, as I read thom through ; I must now 
let you have my eeneral opinion of the whole. It is a 
beautiful piece ; the sentiments are manly and sublime, 
conceived in all the variety of a strong and pregnant 
imagination, expressed in chaste and elegant language; 
the figures happily chosen, and a copious vein of eloquence 
runs through the whole, giving a very hieh idea of the 
author's talents. You seem impelled by ike energy of a 
powerful genius, actuated by deep sorrow, mutually assist- 
ing and heightening each other ; for your genius imparts 
majesty and sublimity to your grief, while > our grief adds 
strength and poignancy to your genius. Farewell. 

LETTER XXI. To Velius Oebealis. 

How sad and bitter a fate has attended the daughters 
of Heividius I These two sisters are both dead in ohild^ 
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bed, aftei having each of them been delivered of a girL 
This misfortune pierces me with the deepest sorrow; 1 
cannot too greatly lament it. It seems so unspeakably 
sad to see two such virtuous young ladies fall a saorifioe 
to their fruitfulness in the prime and fluwerof their years. 
I lament the unhappy condition of the poor infantit, who 
are thus become orphans from their birth. I lament for the 
sake of the excellent husbandn of these ladit s, and I lament 
ttiO for my own. The affection I bear the memory of 
their dead father is inviolable, as my defence * nf him in 
the senate, and all my writings, will witness ft>r me. Of 
three children which survived him there now remains but 
one ; and his fauiily, that lately had so many noble sup- 
ports, rests and stays only upon a single person I It wiu, 
nowever, be a great mitigation of my affliction if fortune 
shall kindly spare that ane^ and render him worthy of his 
father and grandfather:! and I am so much the more 
anxious fir his welfare and good conduct as he is the 
only remaining branch of the family. You know the 
softness and solicitude of my heart where I have any 
tender attachments : you must not wonder then that I 
have many feard, where I have great hopes. FarewelL 



LETTER XXn. To Skmpronius Bufus. 

I lately attended our excellent emperor,^ as one of his 
assessors, in a case where he himself presided. A oertain 
person left by his will a fund for the establishment of the 

* Bee book ix. letter xiii. 

t The famous Uelyidius Priacus, who ugnaliied hiiiiaelf in the 
■enate by the freedom of his speecht s in favour of liberty, duriue the 
reigns of Oalba, Otho, Yitelliiia, and Vespasian. lo the reign of the 
Kiiet he wms put to death, by the order of the senate, though oontrary 
to the inolination of the emperor, who countermanded the execution ; 
but it was too late, the executioner having performed his office before 
the mcssf n^er arrived. Tacitus represents him as acting, in all the 
various duties of social life, with one consistent tenor of unif rm virtue : 
superior to all temptations of wealth, of indexible integrity, and 
tnbrokfcn fortitude. Hist lib. iv. 5. M. 

i 'i'rt^ian. 
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gymnastio games* at Yieniukt These my worthy fiiend 
Tfebonius Rufinus, when he exercised the offioe of 
daomvir,! had ordered the total abolition of; and it was 
now alleged agdnst him that he had no legal authority 
for their suppression. He pleaded his own cause with a 
success equal to his great eloquence ; and what particu- 
larly recommended his speech was his judicious and im- 
pressive manner of delivery, as became a true Roman and 
a good citisen, rising up in his own justification. When 
the sentiments of the assessors were taken, Junius Maurious 
(who in resolution and integrity has no superior) declared 
it as his opiuion that the liberty of solemnizing these 
games ought not to be restored to the people of Vienna; 
* And would to heaven/ added he, * they could be abolished 
at Rome, too !'§ This, you will say, was very bold and 
resolute in him : but it is nothing uncommon in Mauricus. 
He gave as strong a proof of his honest freedom before 
the late emperor Nerva. Being at supper one evening 
with that prince and a few select friends, Veiento | was 
reclining next the emperor, snd on bis bosom. My merely 
naming the man is enough for yon. The discourse hap- 
pened to turn upon Catullus Messalinus,^ who, being 
without eyesight, had added to a cruel disposition the 

* Bo called, because the peraona who performed in the games 
were naked. They oonbiated principaUy of nmning, wrestling, and 
boxing. M. 

t Yienne, near Lyona. 

X The duumviri, so called from their number being only two, were 
magistrates in the corporate citiea, who exeroiaed, in their reapectlTe 
corporations, the aarae functions aa the consuls at Bome; they were 
ehoeen out of the body of deowriones, who were a kind of aenatora. 
Bigonius de jure Ital. lib. iii iv. M. 

§ Trajan waa Tery fond of these entertainroenta, and had him- 
arilf exhibited aome very splendid onea, upon his triumph oy(>r the 
Daoians. if. 

I Au infamoufl syooi^nt, frequently mentioned by Joyenal. M, 

^ * JuTenal (iv. 118) calls him a caecua adulator. He waa one of the 
most infamous of the "dtlatores'* in Domitian's time, and as such it 
alluded to by Tacitus, A^r. 45. Aa goyemor of Oyrenaica, known 
also as the Libyan Pentapolis, he was guilty of atrocious eruelties to- 
wards the Jewi^h inhabitants, which, according to Jnaephua (De Belle 
Judaico, 7) he ezpi«ted by a miserable death. When it is said thai 
**to a cruel disposition ho added the eyils of blindsess,** Pliny'a 
meaning is, that iiis cruelty waa inlensified by the drcomstanee of nif 
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evils of blindness. A stranger to either fear, shame, or 
compassion, he was very frequently burled by Domitian 
(like a dart, which flies without sight or cautipn) against 
every man of worth. The company gave their opinion, 
over the supper-table, of the wickedness and sanguinary 
counsels of this man. * And what,' said the emperor, 
' would have been his fate, had he lived now?' ' To have 
supped with us,* * returned Mauricus. But to come back 
from this long digression, into which, however, I did not 
fall undesignedly. It was determined that these games 
should be suppressed, for they had greatly depraved the 
morals of the people of Vienna, just as ours have those of 
the world at large. For the vices of the Viennenses are con- 
fined within their own walls, ours have a more extensive 
influence, and it is in the body politic, as in the natural, 
those disordos are most dangerous that flow from the head. 
Farewell. 



LETTEE XXni. To Pomponius Bassus. 

I had the gi-eat pleasure of hearine from our common 
friends that you take your leisure and lay it out as a man 
of your good sense ought; living down in a charming 
part of the country and varying your amusements — some- 
times driving, sometimes going out for a sail, holding 
frequent learned discussions and conferences, reading a 

food deal and, in a word, daily increasing that fund of 
nowledge you already possess, 'lliis is to grow old in a 
way worthy of one who nas discharged the highest offices 
both civil and military, and who gave himself up entirely 
to the service of the state, while it liecame him to do so. 
Our morning and mid-day of life we owe to our country, 
but our declining age is due to ourselves ; as the laws 
themselves seem to suggest, which consign us to retire- 

blindneM ; oonaequentlj. he was a ** stranger to fear, to shame, to oom 
passion,*' emotions which blindness makes it phybically impossible to 
exhibit.* (Church and Brodribb.) 

* This was said in sarcastic allusion to Nerva's very mild and tole- 
rant dinposition^ which seems almost to have amounted to what 
Aristotle calls kofynvia, CGhurch and Brodribb.) 
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ment after we have passed our sixtieth year.* How do I 
kmg for the time when I shall enjoy that haopj privilege ! 
When my years will justify my following tne examule of 
▼our honourable retreat 1 When my retirement shall not 
he deemed indolenoe, but repose I Farewell. 



LETTER XXIV. To Fabius Yalbhs. 

Bein^ engaged only lately in a case before the Hundred 
Oourt, it oocurred to me that when I was a youth I wa6 
also oonoemed in one which came on before the same 
tribunal. I oould not forbear, as usual, to pursue the 
refleotion, and to consider whether there were any of 
those adyooates then present, who had been my fellow- 
pleaders in the former case ; but I found I was the only 
person remaining who had been counsel in both: such 
changes the instability of human nature or the vicissi- 
tudes of fortune, eflTect I Death had removed some, banish- 
ment others ; aee and infirmity had silenced those, whilst 
these were withdrawn to enjoy the happiness of retire- 
ment ; one was at the head of an army ; and the prinoe*s 
favour had exempted another from the burden of civil 
employments. Wtiat ups and downs of fortune have I 
experienced even in my own person I It was the cultiva- 
tion of my talents for oratory that first brought me for- 
ward into notice ; it was the same tAlenta that afterwards 
imperilled me; and it is these same talents that have 
advanced me again. The friendships of the wise and 
good, at my first appearance, did me great service; the 
8ame frienoKhips proved afterwards extremely prejudicial 
to my interest, and now they are doing me good service 
again. If you compute the time in which these revolutions 
have happened, it is but a few years ; if you number the 
incidents, it seems an age. And it is a lesson that will 
teach us to check both our despair and our presumption, 
when we observe such a variety <»f events rapidly re- 
volving in sr> narrow a circle. It is my custom to com- 
municate to my friend all my thoughts, and to set before 

* A senator was not obliged to attend the biuinefls of the house af:«i 
that age. Seneoa de Civ. yit. o. xx. M. 
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him the same reflections and examples, by which I reguUte 
my own conduct : and such is the purpose of the present 
letter. Farewell. 



LETTEB XXy. To Msssius Maximds. 

I mentioned to you in a former letter* that I apprehended 
the method of noting by ballot would be attended with 
inoonvt-niences, and so it has proved. At the last election 
of magistrhtes, upon some of the tablets were written several 
pieces of pleasantry, and even indecencies : in one parti- 
oulaily, ins*ead of the name of the candidate, were inserted 
the names of those who espoused his interest The senate 
was extremely exasperated at this insolence, and clamor- 
ously implored the incensed emperor f to punish the 
author of it. But he, whoever he was, disappointed them, 
remaining concealed, and possibly might be in the number 
of those who expressed the warmest indignation. W hat 
must one think of such a man's private conduct, who in 
public, upon bo important an occasion, and at so serious a 
time, could indulge himself in such scurrilous liberties, 
and, in fact, venture to play wit» humorist, and ^mart 
fellow, all at once, in the face of the senate ? * Who will 
find out?* is the argument that emboldens little and base 
minds to act in this way. This man asked for the tablets, 
took the pen, and held his head down to write, fearine no 
one, and without a grain of self-respect This is how these 
bnffbonenes, which are only fit for the stage, arise. What 
course shall we take, what remedy shall we apply against 
this abuse ? Everywhere our disorders are too strong for 
the remedies. ' But all these will be taken care of by one 
above us,' who by these impotent but daring insults has 
daily fresh occasions found him of exerting all his pains 
and vigilance. FarewelL ^^ 

LETTER XXVI. To Nbpos. 

Tour request that I would revise and correct that copy 
of my works which you have taken the pains to collect, I 

• Book iii. letter xx. f Tn^an. 
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shall most willingly comply with » indeed nothing ought 
to give me greater pleahure to undertake, especially at your 
instance. When a man of such weight, learning, and elo- 
quence, deeply engaged in bu^ine88, and about to enter 
upon the government of a most important province, has so 
high an opinion of my writings as to think them worth 
taking with him, what pains ought I not to take to prevent 
this part of his luggage seeming a useless inoumhrance ! 
My first care therefore shall be to make these companions 
as plcHbant to you as possible, and my next, to supply you 
on your return with othern, which you may feel inclined 
to add to the former ; for to have such a reader as you 
affords me no light encouragement to increase the number 
of my writings. Farewell. 



LETTER XXVII. To Pompkius Paloo. 

I have been attending these three days Augorinus's 
recital, which I heard not only with great pleasure, but 
even admiration. He calls his pieces sonnets. There is a 
good deal of writing in the light and graceful, the lofty, 
the gay, the tender, the sweet, and the satirical vein. I 
am of opinion there has not for these man^ years appeared 
anything more finished, of the kind, if indeed my great 
affection for him, and the praises he bestows upon me, do 
not bias my judgment. He introduces his poems with 
observing, that 1 sometimes amuse myself with writing 
verses. If I can recollect the second line of this intro- 
duction ^for the rest 1 remember, and have often repeated) 
you shali judge if my opinion of them is just : 

* Sweetly flow my modest lays. 

Like Oalvus' or OatuUus' Btraiiis^ 
(Bards approv'd of ancient days t) 
Where love in all Ms softness reigna. 

* yet wherefore ancient poets name? 

Let Pliny my example be : 
Him the sacred nine mflame ; 
More than ancient poets he I 

* To mutnal love he tunes the lajr> 

While far the noisy bar he flies : 

fiaythen, ye graTe, ye formal, mj 

Who shall gentle love deqpise r ' 
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You observe the point, the appropriateness, the oxpi-es* 
siYeness, of the whole, and I will yenture to assure you you 
will find the entire book of this flavour ; I will send it to 
you as soon aa it shall be published. In the meanwhile 
admit this exoellent youth into a share of your affeotion, 
and oongratulate our a^e on the production of such a 
genius, set o£f by such virtues as his. He spends his time 
partly with Spurinna, and partly with Autoninus ; he has 
the honour to be the relation of one, and the companion 
of both. You will easily form some idea of what un- 
common virtues that youth must possess, who is thus the 
favourite of two such venerable old men : for the poet* 
observation is most indubitably true : 



* Those who in oloae aooie^ are joined, 
In manners equal, you wul ever find.' * 



Farewell. 



LETTEE XXVni. To Viwus Sbvbrus. 

Herennius Severus, an eminent scholar, is exceedingly 
desirous of placing the pictures of two of your townsmen, 
Cornelius Nepos and Titus Cassius, in his library ; and has 
entreated me, if they are to be met with where you are (as 
they probably are to be) to get them copied and painted 
for him ; a commission I charge you with rather than any- 
body else, not only because I know your friendship for me 
readily inclines you to comply witn my requests, but as 
being sensible also of the high esteem and strong affection 
you have for learning and «al her friends, and that your 
regard and veneration for those who have proved an orna- 
ment to your oountry are equal to that which you bear 
towards your country herself. I bee therefore you would 
employ as skilful a hand in this won: as you can procure ; 
for if it is difficult to patch a likeness from the life, it is 
much more so to preserve it in a copy ; from which I desire 
you would not suffer the painter to deviate even for the 
better. Farewell. 

^ Euripldoa 
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LETTER XXIX. To Bom atius FntMUs. 

Look here I The next time the oourt Bits, yon must, at 
ftU events, take ^rour plaoe there. In vain would your 
indolence repose itself under m^ protection, for there is 
no absenting oneself with impunity. Look at that severe, 
determined, praetor, Licinius Kepos, who fined even a 
senator for the same neglect I Ihe senator pleaded his 
cause in person, but in suppliant tone. The fine, it is 
true, was remitted, but sore was his dismay, humble his 
intercebsion, and he had to ask pardon. * All praetors are 
not KO severe as that,' you will reply ; you are mistaken — 
for though indeed to be the author and reviver of an ex- 
ample of this kind may be an act of Foverity, yet, once 
introduced, even lenity herself may follow the precedent 
FarewelL 



LETTER XXX. To Licinius Sura. 

I have brought you as a little present out of the country 
a query which well deserves the consideration of your ex- 
tensive knowledge. There is a spring which rises in a 
neighbouring mountain, and running amonff the rooks is 
received into a little banqueting-room, artificially formed 
for that purpose, from whence, after being detained a short 
time, it falls into the Larian lake.* The nature of this 
spring is extremely cuiious ; it ebbs and flows regularly 
three times a day.f The increase and decrease is plainly 
visible, and exceedingly interesting to observe. Ton sit 
down by the side of the fountain, and while you are takins 
a repast and drinking its water, which is extremely cool, 
you see it gradually rise and fall. If you place a ring, or 
anything else at the bottom, when it is dry, the water 
creeps gradually up, first gently washing, finally covering 

« Bee book i. letter iii. note. 

t There are several of these periodical fountainB in different parts el 
ihe world, as we have some in England. LoytoeS, near Torbay, Is 
mentioned, in the Philosophical Transactions, Mo. 104, p. 909, to ebb 
Hud flow soveral times ererj honr. if. 
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it entirely, and Uieu little by little Bubsides again. If you 
wait long enough, you may see it thus alternately advance 
and recede three suocesBive times. Shall we say that some 
secret current of air litops and opens the fountain-head, 
first rushing in and checking the fltiw and then, diiven 
back by the counter-resistance of the water, escaping 
again; as we see in bottles, and other vesKcls of that 
nature, where, there not being a free and open passage, 
though you turn their necks perpendiculaiiv or obliquely 
downwards, yet, the outward air obstructing the vt-nt, 
they discharge their contents as it were by starts ? Or, 
may not this small collection of water be successively con- 
tracted and enlarged upon the same principle as the ebb 
and flow of the sea? Or, again, as those rivers which dis- 
charge themselves into the sea, meeting with contrary 
winds and the swell of the ocean, are forced back in their 
channels, so, in the same way, inay there not be something 
that checks this fountain, for a time, in its progress ? Or 
is there rather a certain reservoir that contains these 
waters in the bowels of the earth, and while it is recruit- 
ing its discharges, the stream in con^equence flows more 
slowly and in less quantity, but, when it has collected 
its due measure, runs on r.{;ain in its usual strength and 
fulness? Or lastly, is there I know not what kind of sub- 
terranean counterpoise, that throws up the water when the 
fountain is dry, and keeps it back when it is full ? You, 
who are so well qualified for the enquiry, will examine 
into the causes of this wonderful phenomenon ; it will be 
sufficient for me if I have given you an i^equate desorip« 
tion of it. Farewell. 
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BOOK V. 



LETTEB I. To Aknius Seysbiib. 

A SMALL legaoj was lately left me, yet one more accept- 
able than a fiir larger bequest would have been. How 
more aoceptable than a far larger one? In this way. 
Pomponia Qratilla, having diBinherited her son AsBidiiis 
Curianus, appointed me one of her heirs, and Sertorius 
Severus, of praetoiian rank, together with several eminent 
Boman knights, co-heirs along with me. llie son applied 
to me to give him my share of the inheritance, in oivder to 
use my name as an example to the rest of the joint-heirs, 
but offered at the same time to enter into a secret agree- 
ment to return me my proportion. I told him, it was by 
no means agreeable to my character to seem to act one way 
while in reality I was acting another, besides it was not 
qnite hononrable making presents to a man of his fortune, 
who had no children ; m a worn, this would not at all 
answer the purpose at which he was aiming, whereas, if I 
were to withdraw my claim, it misht bb of some service to 
him, and this I was ready and willing to do, if he could 
clearly prove to me that he was unjustly disinherited. 

• Do then,* he said, * be my arbitrator in this case.' After 
a short pause I answered him, • I will, for I don't see why 
I should not have as good an opinion of my own impartial 
disinterestedness as you seem to have. But, mind, I am 
not to be prevailed upon to decide the point in question 
agHinst your mother, if it should appear she had just 
reason for what she has done.' ' As you please,' he replied, 

* which I am sure is always to act according to justice.' I 
called in, as my ausistants, Corellius and Frontinus, two of 
the very best lawyers Rome at that time afforded. With 
these in attendance, I heard the case in my own chamber. 
Ourianus said everything which he thought would favour 
hiff pretensi'infl, to whom (there being nobody b'lt myself 

L 
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to defend the oharacter of the deceaned) I made a short 
reply; af.er which I retired with my friends to deliberate, 
and, being agreed upon our vei diot, I said to him, * Cnri- 
anus, it is our opinion that your eonduot has justly drawn 
upon you your mother s displeasure.' Sometime afterwards, 
Cniianns commenced a suit in the Court of the Hundred 
against all the co-heirs except myself. The day appointed 
for the trial approaching,' the rest of the co-heirs were 
anxious to compromise the affair and have done with it, 
not out of any diffidence of their cause, but from a distrust 
of the times. They weie apprehensive of what had hap- 
)»ened to many others, happening to them, and that from a 
civil suit it might end m a criminal one, as there were 
home among them to whom the friendship of Gratilla and 
Kustious * might be extremely piejudicial : they therefore 
desired me to go and talk with Curianus. We met in the 
temple of Concord ; * Now supposing,' I said, ' your mother 
had left yon the fourth part of her estate, or even suppose 
nhe had made you sole heir, but had exhausted so much of 
the estate in legacies that there would not be more than a 
fourth part remaining to you, could you justly complain ? 
You ought to be content, therefore, if, being absolutely 
disinherited as you are, the heirs are willing to relinquish 
to you a foui-th part, which however I will increase by 
contributing my propoiiion. You know you did not com- 
mence any suit against me, and two years nave now elapsed, 
which gives me legal and indisputable possession. But to 
induce you to agree to the proposals on the part of the 
other oo-heii-s, and that you may be no sufferer by the 
peculiar respect you shew me, I offer to advance my pro- 
portion with them.' The silent approval of my ovm con- 
science is not the only result out of this transaction ; it 
has contributed also to the honour of my character. For 
it is this same Curianus who has left me the legacy I men- 
tioued in the beginning of my letter, and I received it as a 
very notable mark of his approbation of my conduct, if I 
do not flatter myself. I have written and told you all this, 

* Gratilla was the wife of Bustious : Rustious was put to death by 
I>niDitinn, and Oral ilia banished. It was a sufficient crime in th« 
mtS^ of that execnible prince to be even a friord of Utoee who wort 
obnoxious lo him See book viL letter xxxiii. last note. M. 
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beoause in all my joya and sorrows I am wont to look 
upon yon as myself, and I thought it wonld be unkind not 
to oommanicate to no tender a friend whatever oocasions 
me a sonsible ^ratifioation ; for I am not philosopher 
enough to be indifferent, when I think I have acted like an 
honourable man, whether my actions meet with that 
approval which is in some sort their due. Farewell. 



LETTEB IL To Galpdrnius Flacous. 

I have received those excellent thrushes,* for which I 
can find no equivalent, during this stormy weather, either 
from the Laurentine market or from the sea. A barren 
letter, bearing no proportion whatever to the &vour I have 
received, is all the return you will eet. I cannot even 
imitate the policy of Diomecl,f in the exchange. But 
your good-nature will so much the more readily gi-ant 
this idle letter a pardon, in that it confessedly does not 
deserve one. Farewell. 

* These birds, of wbioh there are 8e?eral aorta, wore in high repnta- 
tion amonff the Bomana, and generally had a place upon m1 elegant 

t Alluding to the atory in Homer'a Iliad, where Glanona and Diomed 
having an interview between the two armiea, thej come to the know 
ledge of the friendahip and hoapitalitj which had formerly anbaiated 
between their familiea ; and Diomed propoaea an exchange of theii 
arma, aa a token of reciprocal friendahip : 

T«vx<a S* aXAi|\oit «ira/ici^o/if r * o^pa km o29c 
Tpuvw^ ^t, &c- Lib. 6, t. 230. 

TRAMBLATIOH. 

' Now change we arms, and prove to either host. 
We guard the friendship of the line we boast. 
Thus having said — 

Their hands thej join, their mutual faith thev plight, 
Brave Olaucns then each narrow thought resigned, 
(Jove wann'd his bosom and enlarg'd his min<^ 
For Diomed's brass arms of mean device, 
for which nine oxen paid (a vulgar price), 
He gave his own of gold divinely wrought ; 
Aa kaadred beeves Uie shining purchase bought.' 

(Pope.) K 

t 1 
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LETTER III. To Tmus Aristo. 

Among the many agreeable and obliging instanoes I hare 
reoeived of your friendsbip, your not oonoealing from me 
the long oonversation which lately took plaoe at your 
house concerning my yePBes, and the yarious judgments 
passed upon them (which served to prolong the talk,) is 
by no means the least. There were some, it seems, who 
did not disapproye of my poems in themselyes, but at the 
same time censured me in a free and friendly way, for 
employing myself in composing and recitine; them. I am 
so far, howeyer, from desiring to extenuate the charge that 
I willingly acknowledge myself still more deserving of it, 
and confess that I sometimes amuse myself with writing 
yerses of the gayer sort. I compose oomedies, diyert my- 
self with pantomimes, read the lyric poets, and enter into 
the spirit of the most wanton muse, besides that, I indulge 
myself sometimes in laughter, miiih, and frolio, and, to sum 
up eyery kind of innocent relaxation in one word, J am a 
man, I am not in the least offended, though, at their low 
opinion of my morals, and that those who are ignorant of 
thti fact that the most learned, the wisest, and the best of 
men have employed themselyes in the same way, should be 
surprised at the tone of my writings : but firom those who 
know what noble and numerous examples I follow, I shall, 
I am confident, easily obtain permission to err with those 
whom it is an honour to imitate, not only in their most 
serious occupations but their lightest triflings. Is it unbe- 
coming me (I will not name any liying example, lest I 
should seem to flatter), but is it unbecoming me to practise 
what became TuUy, Calvus, Pollio, Messala, Hortensius, 
Brutus, Sulla, Catulus, Scaevola, Sulpitius, Varro, the Tor- 
quati, Memmius, Gaetulicus, Seneca, Lucceius, and, within 
our own memory, Yerginius Rufus ? But if the examples 
of priyate men are not sufficient to justify me, I can cite 
Julius Caesar, Augustus, Nerva, and Tiberius Caesar. I 
forbear to add Nero to the catalogue, though I am aware 
that what is practised by the worst of men does not there* 
f re degenerate into wrong : on the contrary, it still main- 
tsiins its credit, if frequently countenanced by the best. In 
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that number, Virgil, Cornelius Nepos, .%nd prior to those, 
Enninn and Attins, juntly deserve the most diBtingnuihed 
place. These last indeed were not senators, but goodness 
knows no distino'ion of rank or tide. I reoite my works, 
it is true, and in this instance I am not sure I can support 
myself by their examples. They, perhaps, might be satis- 
fied with their own judgment, but I have too humble 
an opinion of mine to suppose my compositions perfect, 
because they appear s » to my own mind. My reasons then 
for reciting are, that, for one thing, there is a certain 
deference K»r one's audience, which excites a somewhat 
more vigorous application, and then agrain, I have by this 
means an opportunity of settling any doubts I may have 
(.•oncemine my performance, by observing the general 
opinion of the audience. In a word, I have the advantage 
of receiving different hints from different persons : and 
although they should not declare their meaning in express 
terms, yet the expression of the countenance, the move- 
ment of the head, itie eyes, the motion of a hand, a whisper, 
or even silence itself will easily distinguish their real 
opinion from the language of politeness. And so if any 
one of my audience bhould have the curiosity to read over 
the fame performance which he heard me read, he may 
find several things altered or omitted, and perhaps too upon 
his paiticular judgment., though he did not say a single 
word to me. But 1 am not defending my conduct in this 
particular, as if I had actually recited my works in public, 
and not in my own house before my friends, a numerous 
appearance of whom has upon many occabions been held 
an honour, but never; surely, a reproach. FarewelL 



LETTER IV. To Julius Valbrianus. 

The fact which I am about to mention, although in itself 
of no great importance, may be attended with very con- 
siderable consequences. Sellers, a person of praetorian 
rank, petitioned the senate for leave to hold a fair upon his 
estate. He was opposed in this by the deputies from the 
Vicentini,* who employed Tuscilius Nominatus a^ theif 

* Of Ykenza, a city in the territoriee of Veniee. M. 
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Goansel. The oafte was adjourned ; and at the next meei- 
iug Ihe deputies appeared unattended hy their oounsel, 
complaining that they had heen groBthf deceived : an exprea- 
sion which, whether it dropped from them in the waimth 
of resentment, or that they really had reason to think them- 
selves so, I will not determine. Nepos, the praetor, asked 
them who it was they had retained ? They replied, the 
same person who wax counsel for them hefure. Being 
asked again whether he had appeared for them on that 
oooasion without any gratuity ? they informed the house 
that they had given him six thousand sesterces,* and on 
heing asked further whether they had given him anything 
besides, they said, a second fee of one thousand denarii.f 
Upon whidi, Nopos moved that Nominatus should be 
oi-dered to attend. And this is all that was done in the 
affair that day, but, unless I am greatly mistaken, the 
enquiry will not end there ; for one may observe in in- « 
stances enough, that the slightest sparks have kindled a 
train of very unlooked-fur rebultn. And now, I have 
raised your curiosity I suppose sufficiently to cake you 
tiy and coax the rest out of me, unless you should choose 
to anticipate the information by coming down at once, ^ 
all eagerness, to Bome, preferring eeoing the sequel to 
reading it. Farewell. 



LETTEB Y. To Nonius Maxihus. 

I am deeply afflicted with the news I have reoeived of 
the death of Fannius ; in the first place, because I loved 
one so eloquent and refined, in the next, because I was 
accustomed to be guided by his jud^ent — and indeed he 
possessed ereat natural aouteness, improved by practice, 
rendering him able to see a thing in an instant. There are 
some circumstances about his death, which aggravate my 
concern. He left behind him a will which had been made 
A considerable time bef(»re his decease, by which it happens 
that his estate is fallen into the hands of those who haa in- 
curred his displeasure^ whilst his greatest favourites are 

* About £50. t About £8S. 
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excluded. But what I particularly regi*et is, tlial bo baa 
left unfinished a yery noble work in which he was em- 
lo.ved. Notwithstanding his full practice at the bar, he 
lad begun a history of those persons who were pnt to death 
or banished by Nero, and completed three books of it. They 
are written with great elegance and precision, the style is 
pnre, and preseryes a proper medium between the plain 
narratiye and the historical : and as they were yery fayour- 
ably receiyed by the public, he was the more desirous of 
being able to finish the rest The hand of death is ever, in 
my opinion, too untimely and sudden when it falls upon 
such as are employed in some immortal work. The sons of 
sensuality, who haye no outlook beyond the present hour, 
put an end every day to all motives for living, but those 
who look forward to posterity, and endeavour to transmit 
fheir names with honour to future genemtions bv their 
works, — to such, death is always immature, as it still 
snatches them from amidst some unfinished design. Fan- 
nios, long before his death, had a prcFcntiment of what 
has happened : he dreamed one night that as he was lyinflr 
on his couch, in an undress, all ready for his work, and 
with his desk,* as usual, in front of him, Nero entered, and 
placing himself by his side, took up the three first books of 
this history, which he read through and then departed. 
This dream greatly alarmed him, and he regarded it as an 
intimation, that he should not carry on hie history any 
farther than Nero had read, and so the event has proved. 
I cannot reflect upon this accident without lamenting 
that he was prevented from accomplishing a work which 
had cost him so many toilsome vigils* as it sue^ests to me, 
at the same time, reflections on my own mortality, and tie 
fate of my writings : and I am pei-suaded the same appre- 
hensions alarm you for those in which you are at present 
employed. Let us then, my friend, while life permits, 
exert all our endeavours, that death, whenever it arrives, 
may find as little as possible to destroy. FarewelL 

* In the original, serinium, a box for holding HSfl. 
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LETTER VI. To Domitius Apoluniris. 

The kind oonoem yon expressed on hearing of my 
design to pass the summer at my villa in Tuscany,* and 
your obliging endeavours to dissuade me from going to » 
pla(}e which yon think unhealthy, are extremely pleasing 
to me. It is ouite true indeed that the air of that part of 
Tuscany which lies towards the coast is thick and un- 
wholesome : but my house stands at a good distance from 
the sea, under one of the Apennines which are singularly 
healthy. But, to relieve yuu from all anxiety on my 
account, I will give you a description of the temperature 
of the climate, the situation of the country, and the beauty 
of my villa, which, I am persuaded, you will hear with as 
much pleasure as I shall take in giving it< The air in 
winter is sharp and frosty, so that myrtles, olives, and 
trees of that kind which delight in constant waimth, will 
not flourish here : but the laurel thriven, and is remarkably 
beautiful, though now and then the C(ild kills it — though 
not oftener than it does in the neighbourhood of Bome. 
The summers are extraordinaiily mild, and there is always 
a refreshing breeze, seldom high winds. This accounts for 
the number of old men we have about, you would see 
grandiathei*s and great-grandfathers of those now grown 
up to be young, men, hear old stories and the dialect of our 
ancestors, and fancy yourself born in some former age were 
you to come here. The character of the country is exceed- 
ingly beautifuL Picture to yourself an immense amphi- 
theatre, such as nature only could create. Before you lies 
a broad, extended plain bounded by a range of mountains, 
whose summits are covered with tall and ancient woods, 

* This was Pliny's prinoipol seat, lying about one hundred and fifty 
niile9 from Kome, where he usually resided in the summer season. 
The reader will observe, therefore, that he considers it in a very 
different manner from that of Laurentinum (his winter villa) boUi with 
respect to the situation and the house itselt Cluver, in his Geography, 
has placed this villa a little above Tifemum Tiberinum, now cidled 
Oitta di Castello, where our author built a temple at his own exiiense. 
If, after having traversed this noble villa, the r^ur should be ourioui 
to know how Pliny dittposod of his time, when he retired to it, he may 
lui n to the 86th letter of the ninth bock, M, 
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wbioh are stooked with all kinks of game. The desoend 
ing slopes of the motintaiDB are planted with underwood, 
among which are a number of little risings with a rioh 
Boil, on which hardly a stone is to be found. In fruitful 
ness they are quite equal to a valley, and though their 
barvest is rather later, their crops are just as good. At 
he foot of these, on the mountain-side, the eye, wherever 
it turns, runs along one unbroken stretch of vineyards 
terminated by a belt of shrubs. Next vou have meadows 
and the open plain. The arable land is so stiff that it is 
necessary to go over it nine times with the bigeest oxen 
and the strongest ploughs. The meadows are bright with 
flowers, and produce trefoil and other kinds of herbage as 
fine and tender as if it were but just sprung up, for all the 
soil is refreshed by never failing streams. But thoush 
there is plenty of water, there are no marshes; for the 
ground being on a slope, whatever water it receives with- 
out absorbing runs off into the Tiber. This river, which 
winds through the middle of the meadows, is navigable 
only in the winter and spring, at which sea8<ms it trans- 
ports the produce of the lands to Bome : but in summer it 
sinks below its banks, leaving the name of a great river 
to an almost empty channel : towards the autumn, how- 
ever, it beeins again to renew its claim to that title. You 
would be charmed bpr taking a view of this country from the 
top of one of our neighbouring mountains, and would fancy 
that not a real, but some imaginary landscape, painted by 
the most exquisite pencil, lay before you, such an har- 
monious variety of beautiful objects meets the eye, which- 
ever way it turns. My house, although at the foot of a 
hill, commands as good a view as if it stood on its brow, 
yet you Approach by so gentle and gradual a rise that you 
find yourself on high ground without perceiving you have 
been making an ascent Behind, but at a great distance, 
IS the Apennine range. In the calmest days we get cool 
breezes from that quarter, not sharp and cutting at all, 
being spent and broken by the long distance they have 
trnvelled. The greater part of the house has a southern 
aspect, and seems to invite the afternoon sun in summer 
(but rather earlier in the winter) info a broad and pro* 
portionately long portico, consisting f several rooms, par* 
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tioularly a court of antique fashion. In front of the 
portioo 18 a sort of terraoe, edged with box and shrubs cut 
into different shapes. You descend, from the terrace, by 
an easy slope adorned with the figures of animab in box, 
facing each other, to a lawn overspread with the soft, I 
had almost Kaid the liquid, Acanthus :* this is surrounded 
by a walk f enclosed with evergreens, shaped into a variety 
of forms. Beyond it is the gestatio, laid out in the form 
of a circus | running round the multiform box-hedge and 
the dwarf-trees, which are cut quite close. The whole is 
fenced in with a wall completely covered by box cut into 
steps all the way up to the top. On the outside of the 
wall lies a meadow that owes as many beauties to nature 
as all I have been describing within does to art ; at the end 
of which are open plain and numerous other meadows and 
oopse»(. From the extremity of the portico a large dining- 
room runs out, opening upon one end of the terraoe; 
while from the windows there is a very extensive view 
over the meadows up into the coimtry, and from these you 
aldo see the teirace and the projecting win^i; of the house 
together with the woods enclosing tne adjacent hippo- 
drome.§ Almost opposite the centre of the portico, and 
i-ather to the back, stands a summer-house, enclosing a 
small area shaded by four plane-trees, in the midst ot 

* Sir William Temple lunpoaeB the Aeanihui of the aDoients to be 
what we call Perioanlhe. Modern hotaniata term it garden heai^^fooif 
but Mr. Oastel, in liia obaervationa upon thia paaaage, with more pro- 
bability, imagines bj ita oharacter here that it reaembles moM. See 
notet. p. 158. M. 

t Thia walk is called in the original atnbuiatio, aa what I ha?e 
▼ontiired to translate a ierraee is by Pliny termed xyUui, The am- 
bulatio seems to be what we properly call a walk ; the gukUio wai 
a place appropriate*.! to taking of exercise in their rehiotos, and the 
xtitiui, in its original signification, according to the definition given by 
Vitruvius, was a large portico wherein the athletic exercises were 
performed ; though it is plainly used in this place for an open walk, 
ornamented much in the manner of our old-faahioned parterrea ; but 
it9 being raised above the walks which lay in the front seems to justify 
ita being called a terraoe. M, 

t The eirem was a place set apart for the celebration of several 
public games, particularly the chariot race. Ita form was generally 
oblong, having a wall quite round with ranges of seats for the con 
venience of spectators. M. 

i Apart »f the garden, 80 eaUed. See note *, p. 156. Jf. 
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which rises a marble fountain which gently plajs upon 
the roots of the plane-trees and upon the grass-plots under- 
neath them.* This summer-house has a b^-room in it free 
from eveiy sort of noise, and which the li^ht itself cannot 
penetrate, tc^ether with a common dining-room I use 
when I have none but intimate friends with me. A second 
portioo looks upon this little area, and has the same view 
as the other I have just been describing. There is, besides, 
another room, which, being situate close to the nearest 
plane-tree, enjoys a constant shade and Ki*een. Its bides 
are encrusted with cai*ved marble up to me ceiling, while 
above the marble a foliage is painted with birds among; the 
branches, which has an effect altogether as i^reeab^ as 
that of the earring, at tbe foot of which a little fountain, 
playing through several small pipes into a vase it encloses, 
produces a most pleasing murmur. From a corner of tlie 
portico you enter a verv large bed-chamber opposite the 
targe dining-room, which from some of its windows has a 
view of the terrace, and from others, of the meadow, as 
those in the front look upon a cascade, which entertains at 
once both the eye and the ear ; for the water, dashing from 
a gp'eat height, foams over the marble basin which receives 
it below. This room is extremely warm in winter, lyinff 
much exposed t«i the sun, and on a cloudy day the heat m 
an adjoining stove very well snpplies his absence. Leaving 
this room, j^ou pass throueh a good-sized, pleasant, undress- 
ing-toom into the cold-bath-room, in which is a large 
ffloomy bath: but if you are inclined to swim more at 
hrge, or in warmer water, in the middle of the area stands 
a wide basin for that purpose, and near it a reservoir from 
which you may be supplied with cold water to brace your- 
self again, if you should find you are too much relaxed by 
the warm. Adjoining the cold bath is one of a medium 
degree of heat, which enjoys the kindly warmth of the 
sun, but not so intensely as the hot bath, which projects 
farther. This last consists of three seveml compartments, 
each of different degrees of heat ; the two former lie open 
ti> the full sun, the Tatter, though not much exposed to its 
heat, receives an equal share of its light. Over the 
andressing-room is built the tennis-court, which admits 
of different kinds of games and different sets of playom. 
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Kot fitr fi-om the baths is the staircase leading to the 
enclosed portico, three rooms intervening. One of these 
looks out upon the little area with the four plane-trees 
round it, the other upon the meadows, and from the third 
you have a view of several vineyards, so that each has a 
different one, and looks ttiwards a different point of the 
heavens. At the upper end of the enclosed portico, and 
indeed taken off from it, is a room that looks out upon the 
hippodrome, the vineyards, and the mountains ; adjoining 
is a room which has a full exposure to the sun, especially 
in winter, and out of which runs another connecting the 
hippodrome with the house. This forms the front. On 
the side rises an enclosed portico, which not only looks out 
upon the yineyards, but seems almost to touch them. 
From the middle of this portico you enter a dining-room 
cooled by the wholesome breezes from the Apennine 
valleys: from the windows behind, which are extremely 
large, there is a close view of the vineyards, and from the 
folding doors through the summer portico. Along that 
hide or the dining-r<x)m where there are no windows runs 
a private staircase for greater convenience in serving up 
when I give an entertainment; at the farther end is a 
sleeping-room with a look-out upon the vineyards, and 
(what is equally agreeable) the portico. Underneath this 
room is an enclosed portico resembling a grotto, which, en- 
joying in the midst of summer heats its own natural cool- 
ness, neither admits nor wants external air. After you 
have passed both these porticoes, at the end of the dining- 
ixxim stands a third, which, according as the day is more or 
less advanced, serves either for winter or summer use. It 
leads to two different apartments, one containing four 
ohambers, the other, three, which enjoy by turns both sun 
ftnd shade. This arrangement of the different parts of my 
house is exceedingly pleasant, though it is not to be com- 
pared with the beauty of tbe hippodrome,* lying entirely 
open in the middle of the grounds, so that the eye, upon 

* The hippodromui, in itt* pioper dgniflcation. was a place, among 
the Greoiana, set apart for home-iaoing and other exeroisea of ttiat 
kind. But it seems here to be uothing more than a partioular walk, 
to wlkioh Pliny perhaps gave that name, from its bea^mg some i 
blanoe in its lorm to the pahlic places so called, if. 
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your firat entrance, takes it in entire in one view. It ia 
Bet round with plane-treea covered with ivy,* so that, while 
their tops flonruih with their own green, towards the roots 
their verdure is borrowed from the ivy that twines round 
the tmnk and branches, spreads from tree to tree, and 
connects them together. Between each nlane-tree are 
planted box-trees, and behind these ntanos a gr«ve of 
iaureld which blend their shade with that of the planes. 
This straight boundary to the hippodrome alters its Hhaps 
at the farther end, bending into a semi-circle, which is 
planted round, shut in with cypresses, and casts a deeper 
and gloomier Khade, while the inner c rcular walks ^or 
there are several), enjojing an open exposure, are filled 
^ith plenty of ro«es, and ci>rreot, by a very pleasant con- 
trast, the coolness of the shade ^iih the warmth of the 
sun. Having passed throneh these several winding alleys, 
you enter a straight walk,t which breaks out into a 
variety of others, partitioned off by box-row hedges. In 
one place you have a little meadow, in another the box U 
out in a tnousand different forms,} sometimes into letters, 

* * What the Hederae were that deseryed a place In a garden,' says 
f^ir William Temple^ in hia Eaeay on Gardeuing, 'I cannot guess, 
unleiB they had sorts of iyy unknown to us.' But it does not seem 
necessary to ha?e recourse to that supposition ; for there are two sorts 
among us, which are very beautlM plants, the one called the silver- 
striped i?y, the other the yellow yariegated Ivy. The forjier. perliaps, 
is the paUenie* Hederae * of Virgil ; which epithet some of the critics, 
not attending to the different kinds of iyy, haye injudicioualy changed 
to palanteB, M, 

t Here seems to begin what we properly call the garden, and is the 
only description of a Itoman one which has come doTvn to us. Virgil 
indeed mentions that uf his Oorycian friend's, but he only gives an 
account of the plants which that contented old man cultiyated, without 
describing the form in which this little spot was laid out. M, 

X it is very remarkable that this false taste in gardening, so Justly 
rejected by modern improyements in that aeseeHble art, was introduced 
among the Bomans at a time when one should little expect to meet 
with any inelegandes in the polite refinements of life. Marius, tlie 
friend of Julius Oaesar, and peculiar fuyourite of Augustus (of whom 
thi ro is still extant a letter to Oicero, greatly atlmired for the beauty 
of its sentiments and expression), is said to have first taught his 
countrymen this monstrous method of distortins nature bj outliiig 
trooi into regular forma. OolumeL 1. 12. a 44. Jf. 



i9(*Mr|^ 4to 



Digitized by 



Google 



158 THE LETTERS OF PLIKT [BooE & 

expressing the master's name, sometimes the artifioer*0, 
whilst here and there rise Httle obelisks with fmit-treen 
alternately intermixed, and then on a s»dden, in the midst 
of this elegant regularity, yon are surprised with an imita- 
tion of the negligent beauties of rural nature. In the 
oentie of thi.^ Ties a spot adorned with a knot of dwaif 
plane-trees.* Beyond these stands an acaoia,t smooth and ojro ve 
bending in places, then again various other shapes and 
names. At the upper end id an aloove of white marble, 

* The plane-tree was extremely cultiTated among the RomanB upon 
Aoconnt of its extraordinary shade, and they used to nourish it witt 
wine ' instead of wuter, believing (us an ingenious author * observes) 
* Tills tree loved that liquor, as well as those who used to drink under 
its shade.' Virgil meutiuns it as mitdUranUm-^potanliJlnu tundras. 
Geoig. 4. It was a &vourite tree likewise among the Qredans: 

Kvrap cfUM yKvKvs (fvvot (fvo TXaroyv /ia9u^vXA«, 
Kai wyas ^i\»otfu rov tyyvdw iixop aicovciF. 

Mosch. IdyL 

TRANSLATION. 

Qire me beneath the plane-tree's shade to He, 
While tinkling fountains sweetly murmur by.' 

jr. 

t It is probable the Acanthus here mentioned is not the same plant 
as that described above ; it is certain at least tiiere were diffiirent sorts 
of them. It seems to be of the kind which Virgil speaks of in the 4th 
Oeorgic : 

Aut flezi taouisaem mtnen Acanthi; 

whatever that was, which ii by no means dear. The ingenious botanist 
mentioned before supposes it to be Bratik-unine, and that Dryden was 
mistaken in translating this passage : 

.... The winding IVail 
Of Bear's-foot 

For, says he, it is by no means a trailing plant. But there is reason, 
it should seem, to believe the contrary; for it is not very probable 
that Virgil should use the epithet /fexus in allusion, as this gentle- 
man imagines, to the story of the tile and the basket, which gave the 
first hint to tlie inventor of the Ooriuthian capital. It is much more 
likely and natural that he should join an epithet to Acanthus, which 
denoted a certain general quality attending it, than any foreign and 
accidental circumstance, especially one so extremely remote. And 
tikis conjecture seems to be strongly supported by rliny'i calling it 
/lecttotMf . M, 

' Plin. Hist. Nat. * Sir William Temple. 
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shaded with yioes and supported by four small CarjBtian * 
oolnmns. From this semioircular oouch, the water, gush- 
ing up through several little pipes, as though piessed out 
by the weight of the persons who redline themselves ujpon 
It, falls into a stone oiKtem underneath, from whenoe it is 
received into a fine polished marble basin, so skilfully oon» 
trived that it is always full without ever overflowing. 
When I sup here, this basin serves as a table, the larger 
sort of dishes being plaoed round the margin, while the 
smaller ones swim about in the form of vessels and water- 
fowl. Opposite this is a fountain which is incessantly 
emptying and filling, for the water which it throws up to 
a great height, falling back again into it, is by means of 
consecutive apertures returned as fa8t as it is received. 
Facing the alcove (and reflecting upon it as great an orna- 
ment as it bonows from it) stands a summer-house oi 
exquisite marble, the doors of which project and open 
into a green enclosure, while from its upper and lower 
windows the eye falls upon a variety of diflerent greens. 
Next to this is a little private clfjsct (which, though it 
i eems distinct, may form part of the same room), furnished 
with a couch, and notwithstanding it has windows on 
every side, yet it enjoys a very agreeable glocim, by means 
of a spreading vine which olimbs to the top, and entirely 
overbhadowH it. Here you may lie and fancy yourself in 
a wood, with this only difference, that you are not exposed 
to the weather as you would be theie. Here too a fountain 
rises and instantly disappears — several marble seats are 
set in different places, which are us pleasant as the summer- 
house it.*>elf after one is tired out with walking. Kear each 
seat is a little fountain, and throughout the whole hippo- 
drome several small rills run muimuring ahmg through 
pipen, wherever the hand of art has thought pioper to 
oouduct them, watering here and there different plots of 
green, and sometimes all parts at once. 1 should have 
ended before now, for fear of bein^ too chatty, had I not 
proposed in this letter to lead you into every corner of my 

* This marble came from OarystuB (now oalled Caristo) in Enbooa, 
an island in the Arcbipelaao> whieh has dnce changed iti name intc 
Nsgmpmtt M, 
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hottso and gardeoB. Nor did I apprehend yom thinking 
St a trouble to read the description of a place which I feel 
aure would please you were you to see it ; espettially as 
yon can stop just when you please, and by throwing aside 
my letter, sit dov n as it were, and give yountelf a rest bh 
often as you think propex. Besides, I gave my little 

Eas-iion indulgence, for I have a passion for what I have 
uilt, or finished, myself. In a word, (for why should J 
conceal fi om my friend either my doliberate opinion or my 
prejudice V) I look upon it as the first duty of every writer 
ij frequently glance over his title-page and consider well 
the subject he has proposed to himself; and he may be 
sure, if he dwells on his subject, he cannot justly be thought 
tedious, whereas if, on the contrary, he introduces and 
drags in anything irrelevant, he will be thought exceed- 
ingly so. Homer, you know, has employed many verses 
in the descriptitin of the arms of Achilles, as Virgil has 
also in thobo of Aeneas, yet neither of them is prolix, 
because they each keep within the limits of their original 
design. Aratus, you observe, is not considered too circum- 
stantial, though he traces and enumerates the minutest 
stars, for he does not go out of his way for that purpose, 
but only follows where his subject leads him. In the 
same way (to compare small things with great), so long as, 
in endeavouring to give you an idea of my house, I have 
not iiitroduted anytbing irrelevant or superfluous, it is 
not my letter which describes, but my villa which is de- 
sciibed, that is to be considered large. But to return to 
where I began, lest I should justly be condemned by my 
own law, if I continue longer in this digression, you see 
now the reasons why I prefer my Tuscan villa to tho^-e 
which I posKC-^s at 1 usculum, Tiber, and Praeneste.* Be- 
sides the advantages already mentioned, I enjoy here a 
cozier, more profound and undisturbed retirement than 
anywhere else, as I am at a greater distance from the 
business of the town and the interruption of troublesome 
clients. All is calm and composed ; which circumstances 
contribute no less than its clear air and unclouded sky to 

* Now called Frasoati. Tivoli, and Pal38tiina, all of them situated 
in the Oampngna di Boiua, and at no grea dutanoe from Bomd. JL 
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that health of hodj and mind I particularly enjoy in this 
place, both of which I keep in tali swing by study and 
hunting. And indeed there is no place which a g r ees 
better with my family, at leant I am sure I have not yet 
lost one (may the expression be allowed I *) of all those I 
brought here with me. And may the gods continue that 
happiness to «!«, and that honour to my viUa. Farewell. 



LETTER VII. To Ca^v^jsios. 

It is certain the law does not allow a corporate city to 
inherit any estate by will, or to receive a legacy. Satar- 
ninus, howeyer, who has appointed me his heir, had left a 
fourth part of his estate to our corporation of Comum ; 
afterwards, inutead of a fourth part, he bequeathed four 
hundred thousand se8terces.t This bequest, in the eye of 
the law, is null and void, but. considered as the clear and 
express will of the deceased, ought to stand firm and 
valid. Myself, I consider the will of the dead (though I 
am afraid what I say will not please the lawyers; of 
higher authority than the law, especially when the 
interest of one's native country is concerned. Ought I, 
who made them a pretient of eleyen hundred thousand 
sesterces J out of my own patrimony, to withhold a bene- 
faction of little more than a thiid pait of that sum out of 
an estate which has come quite by a chance into my hands? 
You, who like a true patriot have the same affection for 
this our common country, vnll agree with me in opinion, I 
feel sure. I wish therefore you would, at the next meet- 
ing of the Decurii, acquaint them, just briefly and respeot- 
fully, as to how the law stands in this case, and then add 
that I offer them four hundred thousand sesterces according 
to the directions in Satuminus* will. You will represent 
this donation as his present and his liberality ; I only claim 
the merit of complying with his request. I did not trouble 
to write to their senate about this, fully relying as I do 
upon our intimate friendship and your wise discretion, and 

* ' This is said in alluaion to the idea of NemeBis rappoeed te 
Ihieaten excessive proeperity.* (Qhuroh and Bnylribb.) 

t About £dlOO» X About £8600. 

M 
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being quite latiefied that yon are both able and willing to 
act tor nie upon this occasion as I wonld for myself; 
besides, I was afraid I should not seem to liave so 
cautiously guarded my ezproFsions in a letter as you will 
be able to do in a speech. The countenance, the ^ture, 
and even the tone of voice govern and determine the 
sense of the speaker, whereas a letter, being without these 
advantages, is more liable to malignant mis nterpretation. 
Farewell. 



LETTEB Vm. To TrriNius Oapito. 

You urge me to write a history, and you are not the 
only one who so urges. Many of my friends have often 
advised me to do this, and I am quite willing to. Not in any 
confidence of my performance being a success (that would 
be too rashly presuming upon the event of an experiment 
which I have never yet made), but because it is to me a 
peculiarly noble work rescuing from oblivion those who 
deserve immortality, and extending their renown at the 
same time that we advance our own. Nothing, I confess, 
so strongly incites as the love and desire of a lusting name : 
a passion in every way worthy of the human breast, espe- 
cially of a man who, being unconscious in himself of any 
ill-deed, is not afraid of being handed down to posterity. 
It is the continual subject therefore of my thoughts 

* By what right means to raiBO my grovelling name,' * 

So &r suffices my ambition ; what follows is beyond it, 
* And rise by general voice to endless fiune.' 

* Yet oh ! ' t However, the first is sufficient, and the writing 
of histoiy itt perhaps the only means I can promise myselt 
to acquire it with. For to oi atory and poetry, unless of the 
highest degree of eloquence, little thanks are given, but 
history, in whatever manner executed, is always enter- 
taining. Mankind are naturally inquisitive, and so easily 

* Virgil, Oeorg. i. sub init. 

t Part of a verse from the fifth Aeneid, where Menesthous, one of 
the ooQipetilors in the naval gf.mes, who was in some danger <^ being 
distanced, exhorts his men tc exert their utmost vigour to proven! 
such ft disgrace. iC 
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attracted by bare information of anj sort that even idle 
ffoflsip and stories will delight them. But, besides this, 1 
haye an example in my own family that inclines me to 
engage in a work of this kind ; my nnole and &ther by 
adoption was an historian and a very conscientions one 
too,* and then the philosophers, you know, recommend ns 
to ttead in the steps of our ancestors when they have led 
the way before us, in the right path. Why do I hesitate, 
then ? Well, you see, I have pleaded some very important 
causes, and (although not very sanguine about them) have 
detcnmined to revise my speeches, lest, for want of this 
remaining labour, all the pains they have coHt me should 
be thrown away, and they be buried in oblivion along 
with their author : for, vdth respect to posterity, the work 
that was never finished might as well have never been 
begun. ' Tou could revise your pleadings,' you will say, 
* and write a history, at the same time.' I wish I could 
indeed I but they are each such impoiiant undertakings 
that either of them separately is abundantly sufiScient for 
my powers. I was not more than nineteen when I first 
app^ured at the bar, and ^et it is only now at length I 
understand (and that but imperfectly still) what is essen- 
tial to constitute a complete orator. How then shall I be 
able to support the additional weight of a fresh under- 
taking ? History and oratory have, it ^ is true, many points 
in common, yet still more divergencies, just where they 
seem to agree. Narration is common to them both, but 
narration of a distinct kind. The latter contents itself 
with trite, familiar, every-day matters of occurrence, while 
to the former belong questions of deep research, glowing 
and lofty incident — strength and sinew are sufficient in 
ihaif but vigour, Yichnes8, and flow, are essential to this : 
the excellency of the one consists in its strength and pun- 
gency, that of the other in a diffusenesi^, suavity, and even 
sweetness, of diction. In short, the words, the emphasis, 
the structure of the periods, are totally different in each. 
For, as Thucvdides observes, it is of great consequence 
whether you nave your reward in present, or whether you 
are still striving fcr it. The first remark is applicable to 

* Bee book ia letter t. 

M 2 
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oratory, the second to history. For these reasons I am 
not iuolined to mix up and confuse together two perform* 
ances of su«. h dissimilar natures, and in this case differing 
in such highly important, respectti, lest, bewildered by so 
vast an incongruity, I should introduce into the one what 
is only proper to the other. Therefore (to speuk in our 
language of the bar) I must beg permission that the case 
be adjourned. Meanwhile ju>t think over what especial 
period I ought to take up — shall it be those remote times 
which have been treated of already by others ? In this 
way, indeed, the materials will be ready prepared to my 
hands, but the oollatinff of the several historians will be a 
task of great labour. Or shall I only go over new and un- 
trodden ground? Serious risk and scanty requital, this; 
for, in an age so overrun with vice, yuu will find infinitely 
more to otmdemn than approve of, yet your praise, though 
ever so lavish, will be deemed too sparing, and yout 
censure, though ever so cautious, too severe. However, 
this does not at all discourage me, for I have courage 
enough in the cause of truth. I expect you, then, to pre- 
pare the way which you have pointed out to me, and to 
determine my subject, that when I shall be ready to enter 
upon the task you have assigned me, I may not be delayed 
by some new serious difficulty. Farewell. 



LETTER IX. To Saturninus. 

Your letter affected me in various ways, containing as it 
did news partly joyous and partly sad. It gave me 
pleasure to hear you were detained in town; 'much 
against mv own inclination,' you say ; but not in the least 
against mtne, since you assure me you remain there upon 
my account, and defer the recital (»f your work till my 
fetum, for which I am greatly obliged ti> you. But I wus 
much concerned at that part of your ietter which men- 
tioned the dangerous illness of Julius Yalens, though one 
cannot call it sad when one thinks of him ; it must be best 
that he obtain as speedy a release as possible, by death, 
from a complaint of which there is no hope that he can 
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ever be cured. But what jon tell me of Ayiiiu; his 
dy ing on bis return home from bis quaestorsbip, on board 
Kbip« far awa^ from a brother who was so fond of him, fai 
awaj from his mother and his sisters, this is not merely 
sad news, it is yerj mournful news, lliese things, thepr 
cannot affect him now, yet they must have affected bis 
last moments, tbey must affect those friends he has left 
behind. How seyere is the reflection that so noble a 
youth should be cut off in his early bloom and snatched 
from those high honours to which his virtues, had tbey 
been permitted to attain their full maturity, would cer- 
tainly have raised him I What a passion he bad for 
literature I What a reader be was, and what a writer 
tK) I But the fruits of bis labours are now perished with 
him, and for ever lost to posterity. — Yet why do I indulge 
my sorrow ? which, once unbridled, never wants sufficient 
matter to go on upon. I will end my letter, to end the 
tears as well which yours has drawn from me. Farewell. 



LETTER X. To Arkius Antoninus. 

I am never more sensible of the superior excellence of 
your verses than when I try to imitate them. As the 
hand of the painter must always fail when perfect beauty 
sits for the picture, so I labour to catch the graces of my 
original, but still fall short of them. Let me earnestly 
entreat you, then, to continue to supply us with many more 
such excellent models, which every man must wish to 
imitate, but few, perhaps none, wiU ever be able to equal. 
Farewell. 



LETTER XL To Suetonius Tranquillus. 

It is time you should acquit the promise my verses gave 
to our common friends, of jrour works. The world is 
every day impatiently inquiring after them, and there is 
some danger of the r publication being forced upon you 
by legal proceedingfi. I am backward in publishing, my- 
self, but you quite get the better of even me, in slownetf 
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and procrastination. You must rouse yourself, then, other* 
wise the severity of my satire may perhaps extort £rom 
you what the hlandishments of my gentler muse oonld 
not obtain. Your work is already arrived to that degree 
of perfection that the file opn only weaken, nut poliuh it. 
Allow me then the pleasure of seeing your name in the 
title-page of a book, and suffer the works of my dear Trau- 
ijuillus to be recited and tramjcribed, to be bought and 
read. It is but fair, and agreeable to our mutual friend- 
ship, that you should give me in return the same pleasure 
you receive from me. Farewell. 



LETTEB XII. To Oalpurnius Fabatus (Ai» wife*9 

ornnAfaikMrV 

your letter infurms 
public portico,* as a i: 
and that the next daj 
you engaged to repair 
at your own charge : i 
of munificence to ano 
that oonoems yuur k1 
subbists between us, m 
am pleased to see the i 
down to posterity by '^ 
I rejoice, too, at the ho; 
pi*oviiioe ; and as ever 
highly agreeable to n 
particularly when it 
only pray that heave 

* Theie portiooes, which 
aificenoe, aerved for Tariou 
senate, aometimee for 8tan( 
the general uae they were j 
like the present pianas in Ii 
likewise, works of genius i 
held their disputations. Tl 
at Athens, must haTe tdRai 
to a luver of the imitatiTe a 
luasteis of that refined a^ 
itttiBt produotioDs of thuir j 
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Ibis gonerons spirit, and to grant you many yea/s in 
which to exert it ; for your bounty, I am well persuaded, 
will not terminate here, but extend itself to farther 
acts of munificence. Generosity, when once set going, 
knows not how to stop ; aS| the more familiar we are with 
the loyely form, the more enamoured we beoome of her 
charms. FarewelL ^ 



LETTER Xni. To Terkntius Scaubus. 

Haying thoughts of publishing a little speech which I 
have composed, I asked certain of my friends, whose judg- 
ment I respect, to its recital, and only a small number of 
these, so as to hear the truth. I have a twofold view in 
these rehearsals ; one was that their anxiety for my suc- 
cess might quicken my endeavours, the other, that those 
errors which partiality to myself concealed from my own 
obversation may be pointed out to me. I succeeded in 
my desien, and my friends obliged me very freely with 
their opinions, while I myself marked, besides, several 
paeeages capable of oonection. T send you the piece, then, 
in its altered form. You will see what the subject is, from 
the title, and for the rest I refbr you to the speech, which 
I hope you will so familiarize yourself with as not to find 
an explanatory preface necessary. I should like to hear 
your opinion of it both in general and in detail, for I dudl 
eHher bo more wary in suppressing or more resolvod upon 
publishing it, according as your judgment shall either way 
iPidine. S'arewell. 



LETTER XIV. To Valeriinos. 

You desire me to write and tell you (as I promised^ 
what success attended Nepos in his accusation of Tusoilins 
Nominatus.* The latter, being brought before the senate, 
pleaded his own cause, though no person appeared to bup* 
port the accusation. On the contrary, the deputies from 
the Yioentini were so far from attempting to prove th(«ii 

* Bee letter ir. of thia book. 
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obarge that they favoured his defence. The sum of what 
be urged in his own behalf was : * that it was his coniage 
and not hiH integrity that had failed him ; that he started 
with the intention of pleading the cause, and actually 
came int<> the senate for that pui-pose, but being dis- 
couraged by his frien<)s, he withdrew; that they dis- 
suaded him from persisting in oppoHing (ennecially in the 
senate) the inolinations of a senator, who did not contend 
so much for the fair itself as for his own credit and cha- 
racter; that if he should not desist, he would encounter 
far greater disfavour than in bin former pleading.' (In- 
deed, on that occasion, there were some^roans, though 
only from one or two, as he went out.) ^ proceeded to 
implore the clemency of the senate with many tears, pru- 
dently endeavouiing throughout his whole speech (as he 
is a man of gpreat ability and eloquence) to appear rather 
to sue for pardon than for justice. Afranius Dexter, the 
consul elect, moved for acquitting him ; and the purport 
of his speech was to this effect : * that Nominatus would 
have done better if he had gone through the cause of the 
Yicentini with the same resolution with which he had 
entered upon it : however, since it did not appear he had 
been guilty of this neglect with any fraudulent design, 
and that he had not been convicted of anything which 
merited public animadversion, it was his opinion he ought 
to be acquitted, on condition of his returning to the Vi- 
oentini whatever gratuity he had received from them.' 
lliis motion was approved by the whole senate with the 
exception of Flavins Asser: his opinion was, that he 
should be suspended from exercising the profession of an 
advocate during five years; and though he could not 
bring any over to his views, yet he obstinately persisted 
in them. He even compelled Dexter, who spoke first on 
the opposite side, to take an oath that he really thought 
the motion he had made was for the benefit of the re- 
public ; asreeably to a law which he produced concerning 
the assemblinK of the senate. But this, notwithstanding 
it was certainly legal, was opposed by some, who thought 
it a reflection upon Dexter, as if he had been unduly in- 
fluenced in his opinion. But before the votes of the house 
were oolleoted, Kigrinus, a tribune of the people, read a 
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▼ery eloquent and imprenive remonstrance, in wliioh he 
Btrongly complained that the profession of the law was 
become yena^ and that the advocates took money, even to 
betray the cause of their clients ; that they made a shame- 
ful trade of their function : and instead of honour, which 
wan formerly their only reward, they now lived upon the 
spoils of their fellow-citieens, from whom they received 
large and annual salaries. He gave the senate a summary 
account of the laws which had been made upon this sub- 
ject, and reminded them likewise of their own decrees to 
the same purpose ; he concluded with observing, that since 
both the authority of the laws and of the senate had been 
ountemned, it was highly necessary to petition the enipeix)r 
that he would be pleased himself to interpose, and provide 
some remedy against so great an evil. Accordingly, a few 
days after, an edict was published, drawn up with a proper 
admixture of mildness and severity; for which I refer you 
to the public register.* I cannot but con^tulate mvheli 
upon this occasion that, in all the cases in which I have 
been concerned, I never made any bargain, or received 
any fee, reward, or even present whatsoever. One ought, 
no doubt, to avoid whatever is mean and unworthy, not so 
much because it is illegal as because it is dishon<iur}ibIe. 
But still there U great satisfaction in finding the legin- 
lature levelling its prohibitions against a practice which 
(»ne never suffered oneself to follow. The credit indeed 
of my conduct may, or rather most certainly will, be con- 
siderablv eclipsed, when this practice shall universally 

frevail by comj^ulsion, which I always purtmed by choice, 
n the mean time, however, I enjoy the pleasure of my 
friends* jokes, some telling me I ceiiainlv foresaw thin 
edict, and others that it is an effectual check to my avarice 
and extortion. Farewell. 



LETTER XV. To Pontius. 

I had gone down to Comum when I heard that Comu<us 
TertuUus had accepted the surveyoishipf of the Aemilian 

* See book vii letter zxxiii p. 259, note. 

^ This was ao oi&ce of great dignitj aaMmg tkr Bomana. and osoally 
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Way. This news was inexpressibly ag^reeable to me, both 
upon bis accoant and my own : upon bis, because, althoiigb 
ambition ought to be (as it certainly is) far removed from 
his heart, yet it oannot bnt be acoeptable to him to receiye 
so great an honour without seeking it ; upon mine, bucause 
it heigiitenii tbe satisfaction which results from my own 
office,* to see such a man as Oomutus appointed to one of 
the same uatnre ; for to be placed in the same rank wiUi 
the good is a pleasure equal to being honoured with the 
highest dignities. And where indeed is there a better or 
more upright man than Oomutus, or whose conduct is a 
more expie^s model of ancient mauners? In this I do not 
found my judgment upon £Bime, which however, with great 

J'ustice, speaks of him in the very highest terms ; but upon 
one and thorough experience. We have ever been joined 
in uie snme friendships with the most shining characters 
of either sex, which this age has produced : a union that 
cemented our mutual amity. To these private ties were 
added those of a mure public nature : he was my colleague 
in the treasury; as well as in the consulship, and in both 
offices I conld not have had a fellow-worker more entirely 
after my own heart. These were opportunities of gaining a 
thorough insight into his character. I followed him there- 
fore as a guide and revered him as a parent, not so much 
upon account of his age as his merit. Accordingly I con- 
gratulate myself quite as much as I do him, and upon a 
public as well as a private consideration, sinoe virtue is 
now no longer, as formerly,! exposed to the most cruel 

conferred upon those who had been oonrals. Thna Oaeaar is mentioned 
by Plutarch as surveyor of the Appiaii Way. These roads extended 
to a great distiiDoe from the city on all sidis, the most noble of which 
was the Appian, computed to reach tliree hundred and fifty miles. 
Mr. Wright, in his travels, speaking of this road, obsenres that 
* though it be much broken in seyeral nlaces, ami trayelling over it 
very &d, in others it is wonderfully well preserved, notwitl^tanding 
it lie computed near two tiiousund years cud. They are payed with 
such haid stones that they are rather polished than worn, and so wdt 
joined tiiat in some places the whole breadth of the way seems one 
entire picx^e.' if. 

* It appears by some ancient inscriptions still remaininff that Pliny 
was surveyor of the River Tiber acd its banks, to wliicn office it Im 
probable he here alludes. M. 

j Alluding to the times of Nero and Domitian. if. 
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dangers, V^it advanoed to the noblest dignities. But if I 
were to indulge the joy I feel upon this occasion, I should 
never have finisht^ this letter. Let me turn then to an 
account of what I was doing when your messenger arrived, 
lie found me with my wife's grandfather and aunt, together 
with several other friends, whose company I had nut en- 
joyed for a considerable time: I was going round my 
grounds, hearing the complaints of the £irmers, running 
over their tedious accounts, and had before me writings and 
letters far different from those to which my inclination 
early devoted me ; in a word, I was preparing to return to 
Rome. For I have obtained but a short leave of absence ; 
and indeed the news of this office being conferred on 
Oomutus reminds me to hasten to the duties of my own. 
I hope your favourite Campania will resign you about the 
same time, so th^it when I return to Bome, not a day may 
be lost to our social intercourse. Farewell. 



LETTER XVL To Marcblmnus. 

I write this to you in the deepest sorrow : the youngest 
laughter of my friend Fundanus is dead I I have never 
seen a more cheerful and more loveable eirl, or one who 
Detter deserved to have enjoyed a long, I had almost said 
an immortal, life! She was scarcely fourteen, and yet 
there was in her a wisdom far beyond her years, a matronly 
gravity united with giilish sweetness and virgin bashful- 
ness. With what an endearing fondness did i^e hang on 
her father's neck ! How affectionately and modestly she 
used to gre^t us his friends I With what a tender and 
deferential regard she used to treat her nurses, tutors, 
teachers, each in their respective offices ! What an eager, 
indubtrious, intelligent, reader she was! She took few 
amusements, and those with caution. How self controlled, 
how patient, how brave, she was, under her last illness ! 
She complied with all the directions of her physicians ; she 
9poke cheerful, comforting words to her sister and her 
lather; and when all her bodily btrength was exhausted, 
the vigour of her mind sustained her. That indeed con- 
tinued even to her last moments, unbroken by the pain of 
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a long illness, or the terrors of approaching death ; and it 
i a refleciion which makes us miss her, and grieye that 
shu has gone from us, the more. melancholy, untimely, 
loss, too truly I She was engaged to an excellent younj; 
man ; the wedding-day was fixed, and we were all invited. 
HosL-Oiu: joy has been turned into sorrow I I cannot 
express in words the inward pain I felt when I heard 
Fundanus himself (an grief is ever finding out frebh cir- 
cumstances to aggravate its affliction) ordeiing the money 
he had intended laying out upon clothes, pearls, and jewels 
fur her marriage, to be employed in frankinoense, oint- 
ments, and perfumes for her funeral. He is a man of great 
learning and good sense, who has applied himself from his 
earliest youth to the deeper studies and the fine arts, but 
all the maxims of fortitude which he has received from 
books, or advanced himself, he now absolutely rejects, and 
every other virtue of his heart gives place to all a pai'ent*s 
tenderness. You will excuse, you will even approve, his 
grief, when you consider what he has hist. He has lost a 
aaughter who resembled him in his manners, as well as 
his person, and exactly copied out all her father. So, if 
you should think proper to write to him upon the subject 
of so reasonable a grief, let me remind you not to use the 
rougher arguments of consolation, and such as seem to carry 
a sort of reproof with them, but those of kind and sympa- 
thizing humanity. Time will render him more open to 
the dictates of reason: for as a fresh wound shrinks back 
from the hand of the surgeon, but by degrees submits to, 
and even seeks of its own accord the means of its cure, so a 
mind under the first impression of a misfortune shuns and 
rejects all consolatitins, but at length desires and is lulled 
by their gentle application. Farewell. 



LETTER XVIL To Spobinna. 

Knowing, as I do, how much you admire the polite arts, 
and what satisfaction you take in seeing young men of 
quality pursue the steps of their ancestors, I seize this 
earliest opportunity of informing you that I went to-day 
to hear Calpurnius Piao read a beiftutiful and scholarly pro* 
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duction of his, entitled the Sports of Love. His numbers, 
whioh were elegiao, wei-e tender, sweet, and flowing, at the 
same time that they occasionally rose to all the sublimity 
of diction whioh the nature of his subject required. He 
▼aried his style from the lofty to the simple, from the 
close to the copious, from the grave to the florid, with 
equal genius and judgment. These beauties were fuiihei 
recommended by a most harmonious Toioe ; whioh a very 
becoming modesty rendered still more pleasing. A con* 
fusion and concern in the countenance of a speaker im- 
parts a grace to all he utters ; for diffidence, 1 know not 
now, is infinitely more engaging than assurance and self- 
sufficiency. I might mention several other circumKtam es 
to his advantage, which I am the more inclined to point 
out, as they are exceedingly striking in one of his age, and 
are most uncommon in a youth of his quality : but not to 
enter into a farther detail of his merit, I will only add 
that, when he had finisiied bis poem, I embraced him very 
heartily, and being persuaded that nothing is a greater 
encouragement than applause, I exhorted him to ^o on as 
he had begun, and to sbine out to posterity with the same 
glorious lustre, which was reflected upon him fri>m his un- 
centers. I congratulated his excellent mother, and particu- 
larly his broker, who gained as much honour by the 
generous affection he manifested upon this occasion as 
Calpuruius did by his ehx][uence ; so remarkable a solici- 
tude he showed for him when he began to recite his poem, 
and so much pleasure in his success. May the gods grant 
me frequent occasions of giving you accounts of this 
nature! fur I have a partiality to the age in which I 
live, and should rejoice to find it not barren of merit. I 
ardently wish, therefore, our young men of quality would 
have something else to show of honourable memorial in 
their houses than the images * of their ancestors. As for 
those whioh are placed in the mansion of these excellent 
youths, I now figure them to myself as silently applauding 

* None had the right of using fiEonilj pictures or statues but those 
whose ancestors or themselves had borne some of the highest digniUes. 
8o that the Jus itnaainis was much the same thing among the Romans 
M iho right of bearing a coat of arms among us. Ken. Antiq. M. 
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and encouraging their pnrsuits, and (what ia a snflBoieni 
degree of honour to both brothers) as recognizing theif 
kindred. FarewelL 



LETTER XVni. To Mackb. 

All is well with me, sinoe it is so with you. You ha\6 
your wife and son with yon, and are enjoying the sea, the 
green fields, the running streams, and the eleganciea of a 
most charming villa: for so I judge it to be, since he* 
who was most happy ere fortune had raised him to what 
is generally esteemed the highest point of human felicity 
chose it for the place of his retirement. As for myself, I 
am employed at my l^iscan villa in hunting and studying, 
sometimes alternately, and sometimes both together ; f but 
I am not yet able to determine in which of those puriraits it 
is most di£Bcult to suooeed. Farewell. 



LETTER XIX. To Paulihos. 

As I know the humanity with which you treat your 
own servants, I have less reserve in confessing to you the 
indulgence I shew to mine. I have ever in my mind that 
line of Homer's — 

'Who swayed his people with a father's love ': % 

and this expression of ours, * father of a family.' But were 
I harsher and harder than I really am by nature, the ill state 
of health of my freedman Zosiinus (who has the stronger 
claim upon my tenderness, in that he now stands in more 
especial need of it) would be sufficient to soften me. He 
is a good, honest fellow, attentive in his services, and well- 

* It IB Buppoeed by some oommentaton that Pliny allndee here to 
Nenna, who. being suspected by Domitian, was ordered by that emperor 
to retire to Tarentum, where, without any views of reigmog he quietlf 
sat down in the enjoyment of a private life. M. 

t See book L letter vi. and the note there. 

t OdysB.Lv. 11. 
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read ; but his chief talent, and indeed his distingnishing 
qualification, is that of a comedian, in which he highly 
excels. His pronunciation is distinct, correct in emphasis, 
pure, and graceful : he has a very skilled touch, too, upon 
the lyre, and performs with better execution than in neces- 
sary for one of his profession. To this I must add, he 
reads history, oratory, and poetry, as well as if these had 
been the sole objects of his study. I am the more par- 
ticular in enumerating his qualifications, to let you sea 
how many agreeable serYices I receive from this one 
Bcrvant alone. He is indeed endeared to me by the ties of 
a long affection, which are strengthened by the danger he 
is now in. For nature has so formed our hearts that 
nothing contributes more to incite and kindle affection 
than the fear of losing the object of it : a fear which I 
have suffered more than once on his account. Some yeais 
ago he strained himself so much by too strong an exertion 
of his voice that he spit blood, upon which account I sent 
him into Egypt ; * from whence, after a long absence, he 
lately returned with great benefit to his health. But 
.having aeain exerted himself for several days together 
beyond his strength, he was reminded of his former malady 
by a slight return of his cough, and a spitting of blood. 
For this reason I intend to send him to your farm at 
Forum-Julii,t having frequently heard you mention it as 
a healthy air, and recommend the milk of that place as 
very salutarr in disorders of this nature. I beg yon 
would give directions to your people to receive him into 
your house, and to supply him with whatever he may 
nave occ%<ion for: which will not be much, for he is so 
sparinff ^^nd abstemious as not only to abstain from deli- 
cacies, but even to deny himself the necessaries his ill 
state of health requires. I shall furnish him towards his 
journey with what will be sufficient for one of his mode- 
rate requirements, who is coming under your roof. Fare- 
well. 

* The Roman physicians used to send thoir patients in oonsuxptiTC 
oases into Eflnrpt, partionlarlj to Alexandria. Jf. 
t Fiejus, in Pzovenoe, the Boaihera part of Fianoe. JC 
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LETTEB XX. To Ursu8. 

Soon after the Bithynians had gone through with^ their 
proeecntion of JnliriB Baasus, they hIso impeached their late 
gufvemor BufiiB YarenuB : who only just before Lad been 
(and that too at their own request) appointed counsel for 
them against Bassus. Being introduced into the senate, 
they petitioned that an enquiry might be made into his 
oonduct. Varenus, on the other hand, begged all proceed- 
ings might be stayed till he could send for the witnesses 
necessary to his defence; but this being opposed by the 
BitliyniaoK, that point was debated. I was counsel (and no 
unsuccessful one) for Varenus ; but whether a good one or 
not, you will judge when you read my speech. I'here is 
a great deal of chance in the pleadings on either hide : 
readiness, voice, gebture, even the circumstance of time 
itself; in a word, the general disposition of the senate, as 
it is either favourable or adverse to the accused, all con- 
spire to influence or dimini^ the success. But a speech 
road in a book has nothing to ft ar or hope from favour or 
prejudice, from lucky or unlucky accidents. Fonteius 
Magius, one of the Bithynians, replied to me with many 
words and little matter. It is the same way with manv 
of the Greek oraturs, just as with himself, volubility is 
mistaken for copioubness, and they overwhelm you in one 
breath with a torrent, so to speak, of cold and lengthy 
periods.* Julius Gundidus used to say, in his elegant way, 
that * eloquence is one thing, loquacity another.' Moqnence 
indeed is the privilege of very few ; or rather, if we 
believe Marcus Anton ius, of none:! but ihut faculty 

* This yerboee and torgid style, which Pliny here oondenms, Petninius 
likewise mentions with e(]iial contempt, and represents it as having first 
begun to infuct the purity of Attic eloquence about his time. These 
false species of oratory spread to Athens from Asia, where the swelling 
and highly figurative style has prevailed, from the earliest accounts we 
have of those people, to this day. Yid. Petron. 8atir. sub init M. 

t The great masters among the ancients, in eloquence, as well as 
those in all ti.e other fine arts, heated their imaginations with a cer 
tain ideal perfection, which as they could not explain in what it condsted. 
so neither, they owned, could they roach in their respective works. Bvt 
however notional this supreme beauty, this to vplvw and deoomm, as 
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irliioh Candidns calls loquacUif^ U oommon to nnmberH, 
and i^fnerally attends impadenoe. The next day Homultis 
8poke for Yarenas with great skilU force, and elegance ; 
to whom Niffrinns made a very concise, but pertinent and 
graceful, reply. It was the opinion of Aoilius BnfUs, the 
consul elect, that the Bithynians should be permitteid to 
present their information ; but he took no notice of the 
petition of Varenus; which was only another wny of 
putting his negative upon it. Oonielins Piiscus, formerly 
consul, was for granting the requests of both parties : and 
his opinion prevailed. Thus we gained our point; and 
thougn we had not the authority either of law or Usage 
on our side, yet certaiiilv the thine we insisted upon wa4 
perfectly equitable. W'ny so, I will not go into here, thai 
^ou may be more impatient to turn to my speech. Tot if 
it be true, as Homor sings, that 

.... * NoTd lays nttract our ravisli'd ean ; 
Bat old, the mind with inattention heitfi.' * 

I must not suffer the intemperate loattoeity of mv letter to 
despoil mv speech of its principal newer, by robbiuK it of 
that novelty which is, indeed, its chief reconimencUition.' 
Farewell. 



LETTER XXI. To Roros. 

I went into the Julian! court to hear those lawyers t^ 
whom, according to the last adjournment, I was to reply. 

it was called, might be, yet it was prodactiTo of yery real and snbilaii- 
tial excellendee ; and while the seninaes of the several artists were 
stretching after this flying form, they reached tlioM j^lorious produc- 
tions that haTe been the admired models to all suoceedmg ages. Agree- 
aidr to this high enthusiasm, Marcus Antonins, who be^rs a part in 
TuilVs dialogue entitled ' The Oiator,' says that in his earlier yean ha 

Kabbshed a treatise anon that subject, wherein he asserted that, ^^ — '- 
e had known some lew indeed who deserved to be called on 



Kabbshed a treatise anon that subject, wherein he asserted that, though 
e had known some lew indeed who deserved to be called orators, in 
the popular sense of that word^yet he had met with none who nad 
ever arrived at true efoguen^ (Vid. Tull. de Orat. lib. i.), and to that' 
treatise Pliny, it is probable, here alludes. M. 
* Pope's Odvss. book I v. 446. 

t A court of justice erected by Jaliiis Gae«ir in the ibmm, and opp»> 
site to the basUica AemOla. 

V 
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nie jodgos had taken their seats, the decemYiri * wero 
itrrived, the eyes of the audience were fixed upon the 
counsel, and all was hashed silence and ezpeotation, when 
a messenger arrived firom the piaetor, and the Hundred 
aie at once dismissed and the case postponed; an aod- 
dent extremely agreeable to me, who am never so well 
prepared but that I am glad of gaining further time. 
l*he oooasion of the court's rising thus abruptly was a 
short ediot of Nepus, the praetor for oriminal caiibes, in 
which he directed all persons concerned ati plaintifi^ or 
defendants in any cause before him to take notice that he 
designed stiictly to put in force the decree of the senate 
annexed to his edict Which decree was expressed in ihe 
foJlowiiig words : all peksons whobosvbk that uavb ant 

LAW-SUXTS DKPSNDINQ ARK UBRKBY RSQUIRiO) AND COMMANDED, 
BKFORK ANT PROCEEniNOS BE HAD THEREON, TO TAKE AN OATH 
THAT THKY HAVK NOr GIVEN, PROMISED, OB ENOAQBO TO GIVE, 
ANT FEK OR BKWAKD TO ANT ADVOCATE, UPON ACCOUNT OP HIS 

UNBRTAiUNG THKiB CAUSE. In these terms, and manv others 
equally full and express, the lawyers were prohibited to 
make their profession venal. However, after the case is 
decided, they are permitted to acuept a gratuity of ten 
thousand i^esteroes.')' The praetor for civu causes, being 
alarmed at this order of hepos, gave us this unexpected 
holiday in order to take time to consider whether he should 
follow the example. Meanwhile the whole town is talking, 
and either approving or condemning this edict of Nepos. 
We have got then at last (say the latter with a sneer) a 
redreisor of abuses. But pray was there never a praetor 
he/are this nunn f Who i$ he then who sete up in thi$ way for a 
publie reformer f Others, on the contrary, say, * He hiis 
done perfectly right upon his entiy into office; he has 
paid obedience to the laws ; considered the decrees of the 
senate, repressed most indecent contracts, and will not 
suffer the most honourable of all professions to be debased 

* The decemviri seem to have been magistrateM fin the administra* 
tioQ of juttioe, sobordinate to the praetors, who (to giro the Bngliah 
render a general notion of their offloe) may be termed lorda chief justioeft, 
as the jndgea here mentioned were something in the nature of out 
Juries. If. -o 

' About iC80. 
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into a sordid Inore traffio.' This is what one hears all 
around one ; but which side may prevail, the event will 
shew. It is the usual method of the world (though a very 
unequitable rule of estimation) to pronounce an action 
either ri^ht or wron^, according as it is attended with 
sood or ill sucoess; in consequence of which you may 
hear the very same conduct attributed to seal or foU^, to 
liberty or lioentioiisiiess» upon different 'several occasions. 
CWemlL 
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BOOK VI. 



LBTTEB L To Tiro. 

I DID not miss yon so muoh while yoa were in the oonntrj 
of the Piceni,* and I on the other side the Po,! as I find I 
do now that I am returaed to Borne. Whether it be that 
the aoeneH wliere we used to assooiate remind me of you 
more keenly, or that the neaier we are to a. friend, the 
more impatient we grow under the separation (our desirea 
for a favouiite object rising in propoi*tion to our nearer 
approach towardd it), I know not. But whatever the 
reason may be, do free me from my uneasiness. Come to 
me, or else I shall go back again into the country (which I 
left too quickly), were it only to make the experiment 
whether, on not finding me at Borne, you will write to me 
in the some sort of way. Farewell. 



LETTEB II. To ABBiANua 

Sometimes I miss Begulus in our courts. I cannot say I 
deplore his loss. The man, it must be owned, highly re- 
spected his profession, grew pale with study and anxiety 
over it, and Ubed to write out his speeches though he could 
not get them by heart There was a practice he had of 
painting round his right or left. eye,t aiid wearing a white 
patch§ over one side or the other of nis forehead, according 

♦ Ancona. 

t At Comum. 

X This siily pieoe of auperatition ueems to Laye been pecaliar to 
Regius, and not of any general practice ; at least it is a custom o^ 
wliioh we find no other mention in antiquity. Jf. 

I * We gather from Martial that the wearing of these was not an 
unusual practice with fops and dandies. See Epig. it 29, in which he 
ridicules a certain Bufi^s, and hints that if you were to strip oS tho 
** splenia " ' (plaaterH) * from his fiice, you would find out that ae was a 
Viandod runaway slaTe.' (Ohuroh and Brodrihb.) 
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MS he was to plead either for the plaintiff or defendant ; of 
oonsnltine the Boothsayers npjon the ifisne of an action ; 
still, all this exoe^siye superstition was really dne to hi4 
extieme eamoHtness in his p' ofession. And it was^ acoeplr- 
able enough bein^ oonoemed in the same cause with him, 
as he always obtained full indulgence in point of time, and 
never failed to ^t an audience together; for what could 
be more oouTenient than, under the protection of a liberty 
which you did not ask yourself, and all the odium of the 
arrangement resting with another, and before an audience 
which you had not the trouble of collecting, to speak on at 
Tour ease, and as long as yon thought proper? NeTcrthe- 
less Regulus did well in departing this life, though he 
would have done much better had he made his exit 
sooner. He might really have lived now without any 
danger to the public, in the reign of a prince under whom 
he would have had no opportunity of doing any harm. I 
need not scruple therefore, I think, to say I sometimes 
miss him : for since his death the custom has prevailed of 
not allowing, nor indeed of asking more than an hour or 
two to plead in, and sometimes not above half that time. 
The truth is, our advocates take more pleasure in finishing 
a cause than in defending it; and our judees had rather 
rine from the bench than sit upon it : such is their in- 
dolenoe, and such their indifference to the honour of elo- 
quence and the interest of justice 1 But are we wiser than 
our ancestors? are we more equitable than the laws which 
grant so many hours and days and adjournments to a 
case? were our forefathers slow of apprehension, and dull 
beyond measure? and are we clearer of speech, ^nicker in 
our conceptions, or more scrupulous in our decisions, be- 
cause we get over our causes in fewer hours than they 
took days ? O Regulus 1 it was bv zeal in your profession 
that you secured an advantage which is but rarely given 
to the highest integiity. As for myself, whenever I sit 
upon the oench (which is much oftener than I appear at 
the bar), I alvrays give the advocates as much time as they 
require : for I look upon it as highly presuming to pre- 
tend to g^ess, before a case is heard, what time it will 
require, and to set limits to an affair before one is ac' 
quainted with its extent; especially as the first and most 
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Mtored duty of a judge is patienoe, which oonstitutes an 
important part of juatioe. jBut this, it is ohjeoted, would 
give an opening to much superfluous matter: I grant it 
may ; yet is it not better to hear too much than not to 
hear enough ? Besides, how shall you know that what an 
adTocate has farther to offer will be superfluous, until you 
have heard him.? But this, and many other public abuses, 
will be best reserved for a conversation when we meet ; for 
I know your affection to the commonwealth inclines you 
to wish that some means might Ite found out to check at 
least those grievances, which would now be Yciy difficult 
absolutely to remove. But to return to affairs of private 
concern: I hope all goes well in your family; mine remains 
in its usual situation. The good which I enjoy grows more 
acceptable to me by its continuance ; as habit renders me 
less sensible of the evils I suffer. Farewell. 



LETTEB III. To Vebus. 

I am much obliged to you for undertaking the care of 
that little farm I gave to my nurse.* It was worth, when 
I made her a nresent of it, an hundred thousand sesterces,! 
but the crops naving since fitiled, it has sunk in its value : 
however, it will thrive again, I don t doubt, under your 
good management. But what I recommend to your atten- 
tion is not so much the land itself (which vet I by no 
means except) as the interest of my particular benefaction ; 
for it is not more her concern tlian mine to render it as 
advantageous as possible. Farewell. 

* * The nones of the ancients were looked upon as a kind of aeoond 
nirent, and treated accordingly. In the early age of Homer, we find 
Eurvdea, the nurse of Ulysses, represented as a woman of remarkable 
prudence, she bears a oonstderaole part in the Odyssey, and her 
name Uways appears to advantage. Virgil, again, has bestowed an 
eternal monument upon the nurse of Aeneas ; be begins his sevectk 
book to her memoiy.'^ (Orrery.) 

t About £780. 
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LETTER IV. To Calpurnia « 

Never was business more disagreeable to me than when 
it prevented me not only from accompanyine yon when 
jrou went into Oampaniat for your health, bnt nrom follow- 
ing yon there soon after; for I want partioolarly to be 
with you now, that I may learn from my own eyes whether 
you are |px>wing stronger and stouter, and whether the 
tranquillity, the amusements, and plenty of that charming 
country really agree with you. Were you in perfect 
health, yet I oould ill suppoi*t your absence ; for even a 
moment's uncertainty of the welfare of those we Ifenderly" 
love causes a feeling of suspense and anxiety: but now 
your sickness conspires with your absence to trouble me 
grievously with vague and various anxieties. I dread 
everything, fancy everything, and, as is natural to those who 
fear, conjure up the veiy that things I most dread. Let 
me the more eaimesily entreat you then td think of my 
anxiety, and writ^^o me every day, and even twice a day : I 
shall be more easy, at least while I am reading your letters, 
though when I have read them, I shall immediately feel 
my fears again. Farewell. 



LETTER V. To Ursus. 

I told you in a former f letter thatYarenus had obtained 
Iftave of the senate to send for his witnesses. This was 
thought by many extremely equitable, though some others, 
with much obstinacy, maintained the contrary; particu- 
larly Lioinins Nepos, who at the following assembly of the 
senate, when the house was upon other business, bronght 
up this matter again after it nad been settled, and tnade 
a long speech upon the last decree. He concluded with 

♦ His wife. 

t Where Fabatns, Calpumia's grandfather, had a Tilla. This de* 
lightliil comitry is celebrattd by almost every chissic author, and OTeiy 
modern trayeller, for ttie fertilibr of its soil, the beanty of its landscape, 
and temperature of its air. * Nihil nuiUiui cadoj says Flcrus. 'aimI 
fAervMwoh; dem'que bi$JlcT(bu$ vemai* L. i. 16. Jf. 

I Book T. letter xx. 
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moving that the consuls might he desired to pot the ques- 
tion whether it should please the senate for the future 
that, as in prosecutions founded upon the law concerning 
brihisry and corruption, to in that relating to extortion, a 
clause should be added empowering the defendant, as well 
as the informer, to summon and examine witnesses. This 
speech of his dinpleas^d some of us, as peculiar] j ill-timed : 
it seemed strange that Nepos should let slip the proper 
opportunity of animadverting upon the decree, when it 
was under the considerauon of the senate; and raise ob- 
jections to a decision after it had been determined, and 
which he might have opposed when it was in debute. Ju- 
bentius GelsuH, the praetor, very warmly reproved him in a 
long speech, for presuming to coiTect the senate. Nepos 
answered him; Celsus replied; and neither of them was 
sparing of his reflections on the other. — But I forbear to 
repeat what I could not hear without regret: and am 
therefore so much the more displeased with some members 
of the senate, who ran from Nepos to Gelsus, as one or the 
other was speaking, with the illiberal plea>ure of listening 
to their mutual invectives; sometimes encouraging the 
one, sometimes the other ; immediately afterwards seeming 
to reconcile them, and then again animating them to the 
attack, while frequently prating Caesar to be propitious to 
both, as though they had been present at some ludicrous 
public spectacle. And I could not observe without great 
concern that they were mutually informed what each in* 
tended to ur^e against the other; for Celsus replied to 
Nepos out of his memorandum book, as Nepos did to 
Celsus, from his notes. Such was the indiscretion of their 
friends that the two disputants knew each other's argu- 
ments in turn, just as if they had agreed upon them before- 
hand. Farewell. 



LETTER VL To Fundanus. 

I never wished to c^ee you in Bome more uigently than I 
do just now, aud I entreat you therefore to come up here : 
for I want a friend to shc^re with me in the labour and 
anxiety of an affair in which 1 am very warmly interested. 
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Julius Naso ia a candidate for a poat of hononr : he has 
many oompetitors, and some of them of great merit ; u|K>n 
whidi account, as his auccesa will be the more glorioaa, 
so it will be more difficult to secure. I am much divided 
between hope and fear, and the anxiety I feel upon this 
occasion is ►o great that I almost forget I am of con- 
sular rank, and fancy I have the whole field of dignities 
io run over again. This zeal is justly due to Naso, in 
return for his lonj^ affection for me. The friendship which 
I have for him did not, it is true, descend to him by iu- 
heritanoe, for his father and I were at too great a distance 
in point of ase to adtnit of any intimaqy TOtween us ; yet 
from my earliest youth I was taught to look up to the 
latter with the highest veneration. He was not only an 
admirer of the polite arts, but the patron of all who culti- 
vated them, and used to go almost every day to hear Qoinc- 
tilian and Nicetes, to whom I was at that time a disciple. 
He was, in short, a man of great worth and eminence, and 
one whose memor}' ought extremely to facilitate his son's 
advancement. But there are numbers in the senate who 
never knew his father ; and though there are many, too, 
who were well acquainted with bim, yet they are chiefly 
those who never extend their regards beyond the living. 
For this reason Naso, without relying upon the chai*acter 
of his father, which is likely to prove of more honour than 
service to him, must exert his utoiost endeavours to recom- 
mend himself by his own merit ; and, indeed, his conduct 
has ever been as guarded as if he had governed it with a 
particular view to the present ocoaKion. He has acquired 
many friend^^hips, and cultivated them with strict fidelity ; 
and particularly singled me out for the object of his affec- 
tion and imitation, from the first moment he was capable 
of forming any judgment of the world. Whenever I 
plead, he anxiously attends me, and is always of the party 
when I recite ; as hn is ever the first to enquire after my 
works as hooti as they first appear. His brother had the 
same attachment to me. — ^But he has lately lost that ex- 
cellent brother! and it shall be my pHii to supply hiti 
place. It is with grief I reflect upon the immature death 
of the one, as I larment that the other should be deprived 
of the assistance of so valuable a relation, and left, to 
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depend entirely upon friends. For whicli reasoni I insist 
npon yonr coming and joining your interest with mine. It 
will be of singular advantage to the oause in which I am 
embarked if you shew yourself, and accompany me ; and 
such, I know, is your credit and influence tnat I am per- 
suaded yonr doing so will render my applications more 
effectual, even with my own friends themselves. Break 
through, then, all obstacles that may lie in your way. My 
circumstances, my friendship, and my noeitiony require 
this. I have undertaken to support Naso s interest, and it 
is well known that I do so ; the pursuit and the risk there- 
fore is become my own. In a word, if he obtains this 
post, all the honour will be his ; but if he be rejected, the 
failure will be mine. FarewelL 



LETTEB VIL To Oalpornu. 

Tou kindly tell me my absence very sensibly a£fects 
you, and that your only consolation is in conversing with 
my works, which you frequently substitute in my stead, 
I am glad that you miss me ; I am glad that you find some 
rest in these alleviations. In return, I read over your 
letters again and again, and am continually taking them 
up as if 1 had juHt received them ; but, alas I this only stirs 
in me a keener lunging for you ; for how sweet must ker 
conversation be whose letters have so many charms ? Let 
me receive, them, however, as often as possible, notwith- 
standing there is still a mixture of pain in the pleasure 
they afford me. Farewell. 



LETTER Vrn. To Priscds. 

Tou know Attilius Cresoens, and you love him ; whc 
is there, indeed, of any rank or worth, that does not? Foi 
myself, I profess to have a friendship for him &r exceeding 
ordinary attachments of the world. Our native towns are 
separated only by a day's journey ; and we got to care foi 
each other when we were very young; the season for 
passionate friendships. Ours improved by years ; and sc 
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far from being chilled, it was oonfirmed by our ripor jndg- 
menta, as those who know ns best can witne^8. He takes 

Sleasure in boasting everywhere of my friendnhip ; as 1 
o to let the world know that his reputation, his ease, and 
his interest are my peculiar concern. Insomuch that upon 
his expressing to me some apprehension of insolent treat- 
ment from a certain person who was entering upon the 
tribuneship of the people, I could not forbear answering, 

' Long fts Achilles breaihes ibis vital air. 
To Umch thy head no impious hand shall dare/ * 

Whav is my object in telling you these things ? Why, to 
shew you that I look upon ever^ injury offered to Attilius 
as done to myself. ' But what is the object of all this ? ' 
you repeat. You must know then, Valerius Varus, at his 
death, owed Attilius a sum of money. Though I am on 
friends terms with Maximus, his heir, yet there is a closer 
friendship between him and yon. I beg therefore, and 
entreat you by the affection you have for me. to take care 
that Attilius is not only paid the capital which is due to 
him, but all the long arrears of interest too. He neitht r 
covets the pioperty of others nor n^lects the care of his 
own ; and as he is not engaged in any lucrative profes- . 
sion, he has nothing to depend upon but his own frugality : 
for as to literature, in which he greatly distinguiuhes him- 
self, he pursues this merely from motives of pleasure and 
ambition. In such a situation, the slightest loSvS presses 
hard upon a man, and the more so because be has no 
opportunities of repairing any injury done to his fortune. 
Kemove then, I entreat you, our uneasiness, and suffer me 
still to enjoy the pleasure of his wit and Ixmhummie; for 
I canliot bear to see the cheerfulness of my friend ovor- 
olonded, whose mirth and good-humour dlssi|>ates every 
gloom of melancholy in mysel£ In short, yon know what 
a pleasant entertaining fellow he is, and I hope you will 
not suffer any injury to eneloom and embitter his dispobi' 
tion. You may judge by the warmth of his affection how 
severe his resentments would prove ; for a generous and 
great mind can ill brook an injury when coupled with 

n. lib. i. V. 88. 
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contempt-. Bat though he could paaa it over, jet cannot 
I : on the contiaiy, I shall regard it as a wrong and indig- 
nity dune to myself, and resent it as one offered to my 
friend ; that is, with double warmth. But, after all, why 
this air of threatening? ratht-r let me end in the same 
style ill which T began, namely, by begeing, entreating you 
bO to act in this affiiir that neither Attihus may have reason 
to imagine (which I am exceedingly anxious he should not) 
that I neglect his intert- st, nor tttat I may have occasion to 
charge you with careleHsnens of mine: as undoubtedly I 
shall n<»t if you have the same regard for the latter as 
I have fur the former. Farewell. 



LETTER IX. To Taoitos. 

When you recommend Julius Naso to me respecting the 
office for which he is a candidate,* you are but recommend- 
ing lue to niyKclf. However, I let it pass and forgive you, 
for I should have done the same had you been at Rome, 
and I abseot. The tender anxiety of ^endship is apt to 
imagine t^very circumstance to be material. Kevertheless, 
I advihc you to address yoni-self to others, and be assured 
I will take a full share with you in all your applications 
in this affair, and support ^ou with my best and warmest 
endeavours. Farewell. 



LETTER X. To Albinus. 

I was lately at Alsium,')' where my mother-in-law has a 
villa which once belonged to Yergiidus Rufu8.| The place 
renewed in my mind the sorrowful remembrance of that 
great and excellent man. He was extremely fond of this 
retirement, and used to call it ike neai of hi$ old age. 
Whichever way I looked, I missed him, I felt his absence. 
I had an inclination to visit his monument; but I repented 

* A candidate for a public office was ao called beoauee he went about, 
tn the public offioes, to a whitened (eandidaia) toga, 
t Now Alzia, not far from Como. 
i See an account of him in book IL letter i 
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havinff seen it, afterwards : for I found it still unfinished, 
and this, not from any. difiicnlty lesiding in tlie work 
itself, for it is very plain, or rather indeed slight ; bnt 
through the neglect of him to whose oare it was entrosted. 
I oould not see without a oonoem, mixed with indignation, 
the remains of a man, whose fame filled the whole world, 
lie for ten years after his death without an insori))tion, or 
a name. * He had however directed that the divine and 
immortal action of his life should be recorded upon his 
tomb in the following lines : 

* Here Rnfiis liet, wbo Ylndez* * arms withstood. 
Not for himseir, bat for hia comitry's good.' 

But faithful friends are so rare, and the dead so soon for- 
gotten, that we shall be obliged ourselves to build even our 
very tombs, and anticipate the office of our heirs. For who 
is there that has no resKon to fear for himself what we see 
has happened to Yer^iuius, whose eminence and diatinction, 
while rendering such treatment more shameful, so, in the 
same way, make it more notorious ? Farewell. 



LETTEB XI. To Maximus. 

what a happy day I lately spent 1 I was called by 
Ihe pref(H)tt of Bome, to assiht him in a certain case, and 
had the pleasure of hearing two excellent young men, Fuacus 
Salinator and Numidius Quadratus, plead on tho opposite 
sides : their worth is equal, and each of them will one day, 
I am persuaded, prove an ornament not only to the present 
a^e, but to literature itself. They evinced upon this occa- 
sion an admirable probity, suppoiied by inflexible courage : 
their dress was decent, their elocution distinct, their tones 
were manly, their memory retentive, | their genius ele- 

* See book ii. letter L note. 

t An oiBoer whose fii!iction8 answered in some sort to those of the 
loid mayor among na. He preceded all other city magistrates, having 
power to teceive appeals from the inferior courts, and to decide alnKM 
all caoaes within the limits of Borne, or a hnndred miles round. M, 

X Betentiveneas of memory seems to have been a qoaliW highly 
esteemed among the Bomans, Pliny often mentioning it when he dmws 
ihe eharaotera of his friends, as in the number of their moat shining 
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▼aled, and guided by an equal solidity of judgement. 1 
t(ok infinite pleasure in observing them display these 
noble qualities ; particularly as I had the satiafaotion to 
see that, while they looked upon me as their guide and 
model, they appeared to the audience as my imitators and 
rivals. It was a day (I cannot but repeat it again) whidi 
afforded me the most exquisite happiness, and which I 
fdiall ever distinguish with the fairest mark.* For what 
indeed oould be either more pleasing to me on the public 
account than to observe two such noble youths building 
their fame and glory upon the polite arts ; or more desir- 
able upon my own than to be marked out as a worthy 
example to them in their pursuits of virtae ? May the gods 
still grant me the continuance of that pleasure 1 And I 
implore the same gods, you are my witness, to make all 
these who think me deserving of imitation far better than 
I am. Farewell. 

talente. And Quinotilian oonaidetB it at the measure of genius ; ' tankmk 
ingemii,* says he, * quantum memoriae' The extrnnrdinaiy peifeotkm in 
which some of the aucients are said to have posseasea this useful 
faculty is almost incredible. Our author speaks in a former letter of a 
Greek philosopher of his acquaintance, who, after having delivered a 
long harangue extempore, would immediatcdv rcp^t it again, without 
losing a single word.^ Seneca says he could in his youth r^>eat two 
tfaousaud names exactly in the same order they were read to him : and 
that, to try the strength of his memoir, the aiuiieuce who attended the 
same professor with himself would each of them give him a verse, which 
he would instantly repeat, beginning with the last, and so on to the first, 
to the amount of two hundred. He tells a pleasant storv upon this 
occasion of a certain poet, who having recited a poem m public a 
person who was present claimed it for his ovm, and in proof of its 
Deinff so repeated it word for word ; which the real author was not 
caJMole of doing. [Sen. Oontrov. 1. i. sub init] Numberless instances 
might be collected fh>m the ancients to the same purpose ; to mentiMi 
only a few more. It is said of Themistocles that he made himself 
master of the Persian language in a year's time ; of Mithridates, that 
he understood as many lang^ges as he commanded nations, that is, no 
less than twenty-two ; of Gyrus, that he retained the names of every 
single soldier in his army. [Quinct. L xl 2.] But the finest compliment 
that ever was jpaid to a good memory is what TuUy says of Julius Oaesar, 
in his oration mr Ligarius, that he never forgot anything htU an iniury, M. 
* Alluding to a custom of the Bomans» who markec* the fortunate 
days in their calendar with white, and the unfortunate with black, if. 



> See book .i. letter iii 
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LETTER XII. To Pabaius.* 

Most certainly you ought not to use any reserre in r^ 
oommendiog to me those whom you judge worthy of your 
patronage, beoause nothing is more agreeable to ^our 
oharaoter than to be as extensively benefioial as possible ; 
nor to mine than to interest myself in everything m which 
you are concerned. I shall give all the as8i stance, there- 
fore, in my power to Yettius Priscus, especially in what 
relates to my peculiar province; I mean the Hundred 
Oourt. — Tou desire me to forget those letters which you 
wrote to me, you say, in the openness of your heart ; bnt 
believe me, there are none I remember with more satisfac- 
tion. They are very pleasing proofs of the share I enjoy 
of your affection, since you use tne same free expostulations 
with me that you would with your own son. And, tt* 
confess the ti-uth, they are ^o much the more agreeable 
as I had nothing to accuse myself of upon your account ; 
for I had most carefully performed your requests. . I 
entreat you again and again still to rebuke me with the 
same freedom, whenever you imagine (and it will be only 
imagination, never really so) that I fail in my duty 
•towards you : such a rebuke I shall imderstand as prooeed- 
ing fi-om your extreme affection for me, while you will be 
glad to find I did not deserve it. Farewell. 



LETTER XIII. To Ubsus. 

Was ever a man so troubled and persecuted as my friend 
Varenus, who has been obliged to enter into a fresh 
defence, and, as it were, to petition again for what he had, 
with much difficulty and contention, already obtained ? f 
The Bithynians have had the assurance not only to criticise 
before the consuls, and endeavour to overthrow, the decree 
of the senate; but also to complain against it to the 
emperor, who happened to be absent when it was pasted. 
Caesar referred them again to the senate, where they still 
persisted in their remonstranoes. Claudius Capito, with 

* Hit wife Oalponiia's gnmd&ther. \ See book v. letter xs, 
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more disrespeot than oonrageous reaolution, ventured to be 
counsel for them, undertuking to arraign the jnstioe of a 
decree of the senate, in the lace of that august assembly. 
Fronto Oatins replied to him with firmness and dignity ; 
as indeed the behaviour of the whole body in this affair 
was admirable. For even those who had opposed the 
petition of Yarenns, when it was first brought before the 
house, thought that after it was granted, it ought not to be 
reversed. While the question indeed was under debate, 
each member was at liberty to have his own opinion ; but 
once settled by the majoiity, they looked upon it then to 
be the common oonoei-n of each to support it. Acilius 
Kufus alone, and seven or eight others — ^no, only seven, now 
I come to think of it — ^held to their former vote. Among 
which small partv there were some whose solemnity of 
demeanour, or rather affectation of it, for tiie time being, 
was rather ridiculed. You will judge from hence what a 
warm battle we are likely to have of it, since this prelude 
and preliminary skirmish, as I may call it, has oocasioied 
so much contention. Farewell. 



LETTER XIV. To Mauricus. 

You give me a pressing invitation down to your Formian 
villa. I will come, but only upon condition that you .put 
yourself to no inconvenience upon my account ; a condition 
which I shall aUo strictly observe on my part. It is not 
the pleasures of your sea and your coast ; it is you, it is 
retirement, it is freedom, that I want to enjoy; otherwise 
I might as well remain in Home : for there is no medium 
worth accepting between giving up your time wholly to 
the disposal of others, or reserving it entirely in one's own 
power; at least, for myself, I declare I can relish no 
mixtures of any kind. FarewelL 

LETTER XV. To Romahus. 

You were not present at a very singular occurrence nere 
lately : neither was I, but the story reached me just after 
it had happened. Passienus Paulus, a Roman knight, of 
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good family, and a man of peculiar learning and ctilture 
besides, composes eleeies, a talent which runs in the family, 
for Properti^ifl is recSconed by him amongst his ancestors, 
as well as being his countryman. He was lately reciting 
a poem which l^gan thus : 

' PriBons, at thy oommand ' — 

Whereupon Javolenus Priscus, who happened to be present 
as a particular friend of the poet's, cried out — * But he is 
mistaKen, I did not command him.' Think what laughter 
and meiTiment this occasioned. Priscus's wits, yon must 
know, are reckoned rather unsound,* though he takes a 
share in public business, is summoned to consultations, 
and even publicly acts as a lawyer, so that this behaviour 
of his was the more remarkable and ridiculous : meanwhile 
Paulus was a good deal disconcerted by his friend's absur- 
dity. You see how necessary it is for those who are 
anxious to recite their works in public to take care that 
the audience as well as the author are perfectly san^ 
Farewell. 



LETTEB XVI. To Tacitus. 

Tour request that I would send you an account of my 
unde's death, in order to transmit a more exact relation of 
it to posterity, deserves my acknowledgments ; for, if this 
accident shall be celebrated by your pen, the gloiy of it, 
I am well assured, will be rendered for ever illustrious. 
And notwithstanding he perished by a misfortune, which, 
as it involved at the same timd a most beautifal country in 
ruins, and destroyed so many populous cities, seems to 
promise him an everlastine remeinbrHnoe ; notwithstand- 
ing he has himself composed many and lasting works ; yet 
I am persuaded, the mentioning of him in your immortal 
writings, will greatly contribute to render his name im- 
mortal. Happy I esteem those to be to whom by provi- 
hion of the gcKls has been granted the ability either to do 
such actions as are woi-thy of being relatea or to relate 

* NeverthelcBB, Javolenus Prisons was one of the most eminent law* 
yen of his time, aad is frequently quoted in the Digesta of Jnstinian. 
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them in a manner worthy of heinst read ; but peouliarlj 
happy are they who are blessed with both these uuoommon 
talents : in tlie number of whioh my uncle, as his own 
writings and your history will evidently prove, may justly 
be rauKed. Ix is with extreme willingness, therefore, that 
I execute your oommands ; and should indeed have daimed 
the tank if you had not enjoined it He was at that time 
with the fleet under his command at Misenum.* On the 
24th of August, about one in the afternoon, my mother 
desired him to observe a oloud which appeared of a vexy 
unusual size and shape. He had juttt taken a turn in the 
6un,t and, after bathing himself in cold water, and making 
a light luncheon, gone naok to his books : he immediately 
arose and went out upon a rising ground from whence he 
might get a better sight of this very uncommon a^ppear* 
anoe. A cloud, from which mountain was unoertain, at 
this distance (but it was found afterwards to come from 
Mount Vesuvius),} was ascending, the appearance of which 

* Id the Bay of Naples. 

t The Eomana usea to lie or walk naked in the aun, after anointing 
their bodies with oil, which was eateeemed as ffreatly coatributing to 
health, and therefore dtdl^ proctiaed by them. This ouatom, however, 
of anointing themaelvea, ia inveighed againat by the Mitiriata aa in the 
number of their luxnriona indulgenoea: but ainoe we find the elder 
Pliny here, and the amiable Bpurinna in a former letter, piscti^g this 
method, we cannot auppoae the thinif itaelf waa eateemed unmanly, 
but <mly when it ^-aa attended with aome particular circumatancea of 
an over-refined delicacy. JIf. 

X About aiz milea diatant ftom Naplea. — ^Thia dreadful eruption 
happened ^.d. 79, 4n the firat year of the emperor Titua Martial has 
a pretty epigram upon this aubieet, in which he gives ua a ^ew of 
Yeauviui, aa it appc^ured before tnia terrible conflagration broke out : 

* HiG est pampinait vkidU modo Vesuviua umbria, 
Pretaerat hio matUdoa nobUis ma lacut, 
Haec juga, quian Niaas ootteSf plus Baoohus amcnU ; 

Hoc nuper Satyri numte dedire choros. 
Hose VmettS sedes^ Lacedaemone gratiot itti; 

Hio locus Herculeo nomine olarus erat : 
Cuncta jaoent fiammis^ et iristi mersa faoiUa ; 
Neo vellerU superi hoo liouisse sSbL* 

Lib. ir. ep. sUt. 

TBAMSLlTIOir. 

'ifiw Tcrdant vines o'erspread Vaiuvio'a iidaa| 
The gea'ronf grapa h$re poor'd bar porpla lidaa* 
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I oantiot give you a more ezaot desoription of thau by 
likening it to that of a pine tree, for it snot np to a great 
height in the form of a very tall tmnk, whioh spread 
itmf ont at the top into a sort of branches ; occasioned, I 
imagine, either by a sudden gnat of air Uiat impelled it, 
the force of which decreased as it advanced upwards^ or 
the <doad itself being pressed back again by its own 
weight, expanded in the manner I have mentioned; it 
appeared sometimes bright and sometimes dark and spotted, 
aooordinff as it was either more or less impregnaled with 
earth and cinders. This phenomenon seemed to a man of 
sach learning and researon as my nnde extraordinary and 
worth forther looking into. He ordered a light vessel to 
be got ready, and gave me leave, if I liked, to accompany 
him. I said I had rather go on with tny work ; and it so 
happened he had himself given me something to write 
out As he was coming out of the hons>e,* he received a 
note from Bectina, the wife of Bassus, who was in the 
utmost alarm at the imminent danger which threatened 
her; for ber villa lying at the foot of Mount Vesuvius, 
there was no way of escape but by sea ; she earnestly en-^ 
treated him therefore to come to her assistance. He accord- 
ingly changed his first intention, and what he had begun 
from a philosophical, he now carries out in a noble and 
generous spirit. He ordered the galleys to put to sea, and 
went himself on board with an intention of assisting not 

This Bacehns lor'd beyond hit natiye fcene; ^ ^f ^ .^( 

ffer§ daneing ut jn joy 'd to trip tht green. ) K^ ^ .c v'^ \ , 

Fur more than SparU<Atli in Venus' grace; ^ . ^'^^ ' 

And great Alcidea once renown'd the place ! #\^ \ \^ ^^ 
Now flaming embers spread dire waste aronnd, v v ^ ^ ^ 
And gods regret that gods can thus confound.' ^ 

It seems probable that this was the first eruption of Mount VesuWus, 
at least of any oonseauenoe ; as it is certam we have no parttonlar 
aceounts of any preoeaine one. Dio^ indeed, and other ancient authors 
speak of it as burning before ; but sfciU they describe it as ooTered 
with trees and vines, so that the eruptions must have been inconsider- 
able. M. 

* The manusonpt and printed copies vary extremely firom eaflh 
other as to the reading of this passage. The oonjecture of Gesner 
aeems the most satis&otory, as It oomes nearest the most approved 
manuscripts, and best falls in with the context ; it is, therefor^ 
adopted iu the translation. M. 

2 
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only Beotina, but the seyeral other towns which lay thickly 
strewn along that beautiful coast. Hastening then to the 
place from whence others fled with the utmost terror, he 
steered his course direct to the point of danger, and with 
hO much calmness and presence of mind as to be able to 
make and dictate his observations upon the motion and all 
the phenomena of that dreadful scene. He was now so 
close to the mountain that the cinders, which grew thicker 
and hotter the nearer he approached^ fell into the ships, 
together with pumice stones, and black pieces of burning 
rock : they were in danger too not only of being a-grouud 
by the sudden retreat of the sea, but also from the vast 
fragments which rolled down from the mountain, and ob- 
structed all the shore. Here he stopped to consider whether 
he should turn back again ; to which the pilot advising him, 
* Fortune,' said he, ' favours the brave ; steer to where Pom- 
IHinianus is.' Pomponianus was then at Stabiae*, separated 
hy a bay. which the sea, after several insensible windings, 
forms with the shore. He had already sent his baggage 
<»n board ; for though he was not at that time in actual 
danger, yot being within sight of it, and indeed extremely 
near, if it should in the least increase, he was determined 
to put to sea as soon as the wind, which was blowing dead 
in-shore, should eo down. It was favourable, however, for 
carrying my uncle to Pomponianun, whom he found in the 
greatest consternation : he embraced him tenderly, en- 
couraging and urging him to keep up his spirits, and, the 
more eifectually to soothe his fears by seeming unconcerned 
himself, ordered a bath to be got ready, and then, after 
having bathed, sat down to supper with great cheeif ulness, 
or at least (what is just as hemic) with every appearance 
of it. Meanwhile broad flames shone out in several places 
from Mount Vesuvius, which the darkness of the night 
oontiibuted to render still brighter and clearer. Butmv 
undo, in order to soothe the apprehensions of his friend, 
assured him it was only the burning of the Tillages, which 
the countiy people had abandoned to the flames : after this 
he retired to rest, and it is most certain ho was so little 
disquieted as to fall into a sound sleep : for his breathiiigi 

* Now called Oof telamare, in the Bay of Naples. M. 
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whiob, on account of his oorpulence, was rather heavy and 
sonorous, was heard by the attendants outside. The oonit 
which led to his aj^rtment being now almost filled with 
stones and ashes, if he had continued there any time 
loneer, it would have been impossible for him to have 
made his way out. So he was awoke and got up, and 
went to Pomponianus and the rest of his company, who 
were feeling too anxious to think of going to bed. They 
consulted together whether it would be most prudent t(K 
tmst to the house.*^, which now rocked from side to side 
with frequent and violent concussions as though shaken 
from their very foundations ; or fly to the open fields, 
where the calcined stones and cinders, thongh light indeed, 
yet fell in large showers, and threatened destruction. In 
this choice of dangers they resolved for the fields : a reso- 
lution which, while the rest of the company were hurried 
into by their fears, my uncle embraced upon cool and 
deliberate consideration. They went out then, having 
pillows tied upon their heads with napkins ; and thiM was 
their whole defence again nt the storm of stones that fell 
round them. It was now day everj'where else, but there 
a deeper darkness prevailed than in the thickest night ; 
which however was in Kome degree alleviated by torches 
and other lights of various kinds. They thought proper 
to go farther down upon the shoi-e to see if they nii^ht 
safmy put out to sea, but found the waves still iiinning 
extremely high, and boisterous. There my uncle, laving 
himself down upon a sail-cloth, which was spread for him, 
called twice for some cold water, which he drank, when 
immediately the flames, preceded by a strong whi£f of 
sulphur, dispersed the rest of the party, and obliged him 
to rise. He rained himself up with the assistance of two 
of his servants, and instantly fell down dead ; sufibcateil, 
as I ooniecture, bv some gross and noxious vapour, having 
always nad a weak throat, which was oft<in inflamed. As 
soon as it was light again, which was not till the third 
day after this melancholy accident, his body was found 
entire, and without any marks of violence upon it, in ih^ 
dress in which he fell, and looking more like a man asleef 
than dead. During all this time my mother and I, wb| 
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were *t Aiaenam* — ^bnt this has no oonneotioii with your 
hbtoryi and von did not desire any particulars besides tnosi 
of my ande s death ; so I will end here, only adding that 
I have faithfully related to yon what I was either an eye* 
witness of myself or reoeived immediately after the acoi- 
dent happened, and before there was time to Tary the 
truth, xou will piok out of this narratiye whatever is 
most important : for a letter is one thing, a history another ; 
it is one thing writing to friend, another thing writing tc 
the publio. FarewelL 

LETTER XVIL To Bbstitotus. 

I oannot forbear ponring out my dis^st to yon in a 
letter, sinoe I have no opportunity of doing so in person, 
aflntinst a certain kind of oehaviour which gave me some 
offence at the rehearsal of a friend of mine lately. The 
company was entertained with a recital of a very finished 
piece: but there were two or three persons among the 
audience, men of great genius in their own, and a few of 
their friends', estimation, who sate like so many mutes, 
without so much as moving a lip or a hand, or once rising 
from their seats, even to change their position. But to what 
purpose, in the name of good sense, all this wondrous air 
of wisdom and solemnity, or indeed (to give it its truer 
appellation) of this apathetio arrogance, this perversity or 
madness rather, to expend a whole day merely in com- 
mitting a piece of rudeness, and leaving him an enemy 
whom yon visited as a friend f Supposing you are moi*e 
eloquent than he ? so much the more reason then you have 
for not being envious, for envy implies inferiority. But 
whatever a man's talent mav be, whether greater or equal, 
or less than his friend's, still it is his interest to give him 
the approbation he deserves: whether greater or equal; 
because the higher his glory rises whom you equal or excel, 
the more considerable yonra must necessarily be: if less; 
because if one ^f more exalted abilities does not meet with 
applause, neither possibly can you. For my own part, I 

* See this aooount oontiniied, letter zx. of this book. J€ 
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am wont to respect and honoor all who make any progress 
in the art of oratory ; for Eloquence is a high and haughty 
dame, who scorns to take up her abode with those that 
despise her. But perhaps you are not of this opinion : yet 
who has a ffreater regard for this glorious science, or is a 
kindlier judge of it than yourself? In confidence of which 
I chose to vent my indignation particularly to you, ss not 
doubtins you would be the first to share with me in the 
same feelings. Farewell. 



LETTER XYIII. To Sabuius. 

1 will endeavour, as you desire, to undertake the cause 
of the Firmiani,* though I have a good deal of business 
upon my hands just now : for I should be extremely glad 
to oblige so illustrious a colony by my good offices, as well 
as to render you an acceptable service. How indeed can I 
refuse anything to you, who profess to have sought my 
friendship as ^our support and ornament; especially when 
your request is on behalf of your counti*y ? For what can 
DC more honourable than the entreaties of a patriot, or more 
efficacious than those of a friend ? Ton may engage for 
me therefore to your or rather, as I should now call them, 
oar friends the Firmiani. And even though their own illus- 
trious character did not persuade me that they deserve my 
care and {mtronage, ^et I could not but entertain a very 
high opinion of their worth, from seeing a man of your 
distinguished virtues choose to reside amongst them. 



LETTEB XIX. To Nbpos. 

Are you aware that the price of lands is considerably 
risen ; especially of those which lie about Bome ? This 
sudden, advance was occasioned by a practice which ha-M 
been much complained of, and whiuh drew from the senate, 
at the last assembly for the election of magistrates, a very 
honourable decree, whereby the candidates for any office 
are prohibited from giving the electors any treat, presenti 

^ InliabiftttDtB of a dtj in Italy, ealled Fhrmo^ near Anoona. H^ 
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DT money whatsoever. The two former of tbeao almaea 
wera practised with as little reserve as disoretion; tiie 
latter, though earned on witli more secrecy, was however 
equally notorious. Our friend Homulus, taking advantage 
of this favourable diuposition of the senate, instead of 
giving his opinion upon the point in debate, moved that 
the consuls might signify to the emperor * their unanimous 
desire, and petition him to interpose his vigilance and 
authority for the redress of this evil, as he had for that of 
every omer. The emperor was accordingly pleased to 
oompl^s and by the law against bribery restrained those 
infamous and disgraceful largesses; directing that no 
per^n shall be admitted as a candidate who has not a third 
part of hia estate in land ; esteeming it highly indecent 
(as no doubt it is) that those who a»pire to high places in 
the state should look upon Rome and Italy rather like 
travellers who are passing through it than as their proper 
country. Consequently there is a general struggle now 
among those who aim at any office, and they buy up 
eagerly everything which they hear is to be sold; l^ 
which means the value of lands is greatly increased. If 
therefore you are inclined to dispose of any part of your 
estate here, or to purchase one in the provinces, now is 
your time, whil.st these candidates are obliged to sell 
their estates over there to enable them to buy here. 
Farewell. 



LETTBB XX. To Corniuos Tacitus. 

The letter which, in compliance with your request, 1 
wrote to you concerning the aeath of my uncle has raised, 
it seems, your curiosity to know what terrors and dangers 
attended me while I continued at Misenum ; for there, I 
think, my account broke off: 

* Though my shook'd soul reooila, my tongue shall telL' f 

My uncle having left us, I spent duch time as was left on 
my studies (it was on their aocount indeed that I had 

« Tr^ian. t Vifg. Pitt*s tranalatioQ. 
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■topped behind), till it was time for my bath. Aflfer which 
I went to supper, and then fell into a short and uneasy 
■leep. There had been noticed for m*iny days before a 
trembling of tbe earth, whioh did not alarm ns mnch, as 
this is quite an ordinary ooonrrenoe in Campania; but it 
was BO particularly Tiolent that night that it not only 
shook but actually overturn 3d, as it would seem, every- 
thing about us. My mother rushed into my chamber, 
where she found me rising, in order to awaken her. We 
sat down in the open court of the house, which occupied a 
small space between the buildings and the sea. As I wan 
at that time but eighteen years of ago, I know not whether 
I should call my behaviour, in this dangerous juncture, 
courage or folly; but I took up Livy, and amused myself 
with turning over that author, and even making exlracts 
from him, as if I had been perfectly at my leisure. 
Just then, a friend of my uncle's, who had lately come to 
him from Spain, joined us, and observing me sitting by my 
mother with a book in my hand, reproved her for her 
calmness, and me at the same time for my careless security : 
nevertheless I went on with mj' author. Though it was now 
morning, the light was still exceedingly faint and doubtful ; 
the buildings idl around us tottered, and though we stood - 
upon open ground, yet as the place was narrow and con- 
fined, there was no remaining without imminent danger : 
we therefore resolved to quit the town. A panic-stricken 
crowd followed us, and (as to a mind distracted with terror 
every suggestion seems more prudent than its own) pressed 
on us in dense array to drive us forward as we came out. 
Being at a convenient distance from the houses, we stood 
still, in the midst of a mast dangerous and dreadful scene. 
The chariots, which we had ordered to be drawn out, were 
so a^tated backwards and forwards, though upon the most 
level ground, that we could not keep them steady, even by 
supporting them with largo stones. The sea seemed to 
roll back upon itself, and to be driven from i's banks by 
the convulsive motion of the earth ; it is certain at least 
the shore was considerably enlarged, and several sea 
animals were left upon it. On the other side, a black and 
dreadful cloud, broken with rapid, zigzag flashes, revealed 
behind it variously shaped masses of name : these last wen 
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like Bbeetrlightning, but mnoh larger. Upon this our 
Spanish friend, whom I mentioned above, addressing him- 
self to my mother and me with great energy and urgenqy : 
*If your brother,' he said, * if your unole be safcj, he cer- 
tainly wishes you may be so too ; but if he perished, it 
was his desire, no doubt, that you might both survive him : 
why therefore do you delay your escape a moment T ' We 
could never think of our own safety, we said, while we were 
uncertain of his. Upon this our fnend left us, and withdrew 
from the danger witn the utmost precipitation. Soon after- 
wards, the cloud began to desoend, and cover the sea. It had 
already surrounded and concealed the island of Gapreae* and 
the promontory of Misenum. My mother now besought, 
urgjed, even commanded me to make my escape at any rate, 
wmch, as I was young, I might easily do ; as for herself, she 
said, her age and corpulency rendered aU attempts of that 
sort impossible ; however she would willingly meet death if 
she could have the satisfaction of seeing that she was not 
the occasion of mine. But I absolutely refused to leave her, 
and, taking her by the hand, compelled her to go with me. 
Sbe complied with great reluctance, and not without many 
reproaches to heruelf fur retarding my flight. The ashes 
now began to fall upon us, though in no great Quantity. I 
looked back ; a dense dark mist seemed to be following us, 
spreading itself over the country like a cloud. *Let us 
turn out of the hi^h-road,' I said, * while we can still see, 
for fear that, should we fall in the road, we should be pressed 
to death in the dark, by the crowds that are following us.' 
We had scarcely sat down when night came upon us, not 
sudi as we have when the sky is cloudy, or when there is 
no moon, but that of a room when it is shut up, and all the 
lights put out. You might hear the shrieks of women, 
the screams of children, and the shouts of men; some 
calling for their children, others for their parents, others 
for their husbands, and seeking to recognise each other 
by the voices that replied; one lamenting his own fate, 
another that of his family ; some wishing to die, from the 
very fear of dying ; some lifting their hands to the gods ; 
but the greater part convincea that there were now no 

* An island near Napks, r ow called Oapri. JC 
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at all, and that the final endless night i>f which we 
we heard had come upon the world.* Among these there ' 
were some who augmented the real terrors by others ima- 
ginary or wilfully invented. I remember some who declared 
that one part of Misennm had fiilleu, that another was on 
fire ; it was false, but they found people to beliere them. 
It now grew rather lighter, which we imagined to be rather 
the forerunner of an approaching burst of fiames (as in 
truth it was) than the return of day : however, the fire fell 
at a distance from us : then again we were immersed in 
thick darknefis, and a heavy shower of ashes rained upon 
us, which we were obliged every now and then to stand up 
to shake off, otherwise we should have been crushed and 
buried in the heap. I might boast that, during all this 
scene of hori-or, not a sigh, or expression of fear, escaped 
me, had not my support been grounded in that miserable, 
though mighty, consolation, that all mankind were involved 
in the same calamity, and that I was perishing with the 
world itself. At last this dreadful darkness was dissipated 
by degrees, like a cloud or smoke ; the real dav returned, 
and even the sun shone out, though with a lurid light, like 
when an eclipse is coming on. Eveiy object that presented 
itself to our eyes (which were extremely weakened) seemed 
changed, being covered deep with ashes as if with snow. 
We returned to Misenum, where we refreshed ourselves as 
well as we could, and passed an anxious night between 
hope and fear ; though, indeed, with a much larger share of 
the latter: for the earthquake still continued, while many 
frenzied persons ran u^ and down heightening^ their own 
and their friends' calamities bv terrible predictions. How- 
ever, my mother and I, notwithstanding the danger we had 
passed, and that which still threatened us, had no thoughts 
of leaving the place, till we could receive some news of my 
uncle. 

And now, you will read this narrative without any view 
of inserting it in your history, of which it is not in the 
least worthy ; and indeed you must put it down to your 

* The Stole and Epioarean pliiloBophera held that the world was to 
be destroyed by fire, and all things fall again into original ebaoe ; aol 
excepting eyen the national aods themselTef firom the destmolion ol 
this general oonflagratkm. ML 
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own request if it should appear not woiih even the trouble 
of a letter. Farewell. 



LETTER XXL To Caninios. 

Though I aoknowledge myself an admirer of the anoienta, 
yet I am very fkv from despising, as some affect, the genius 
of the moderns : nor oan I suppose that nature in these 
latter ages is so worn out and feeble as to be inoapable of 

Eroduoiiig anything worth praising. On the contrary, I 
aye lately had the pleasure of heaiing Yei^inius Bomanus 
i-ead to a few select friends a oomedy, compo^>ed in the 
manner of the ancient comio drama, and so happily that it 
may one day serve itself for a model I do not know 
whether he is in the number of your acquaintanoe ; I am 
sure, at least, he ought to be, as he is notable for his moral 
integrity, mental re6nement, and the variety of his pro- 
ductions. He has written some very agreeable pieces of 
the burlcNqne kind in iambics, with much delicacy, wit, 
humour, and, I will add too, even eloquence for this class 
of comp)siiion ; for there is no species of it which, when 
perfect of its kind, may not with propriety be termed 
eloquent. He has also composed some comedies after the 
manner of Menander * and other approved authors of that 
age, which deserve to be ranked with those of Plautos 
and Terence. He has now, for the first time, attempted 
the ancient comedy,t but in such a manner as to show he 
is a perfect maiiter in this way. Strength, majesty, and 

* An Athenian poet, bom b.o. 842. He stood at the head of the new 
oomedy wshool, though his merits were but scantily acknowledged by 
the public He haa hod many imitators amanf^ Roman dramatists ; 
the plays of Terenoe, indeed, are little more than Menander slightly 
altered. 

t With regard to the various changes and revolutions oomedy has 
uudergone, it is distinguishid into three kinds, viz. tlie aneierU, which 
was founded upon real facts, and persons pointed out by their proper 
names ; the muldle, where the subject was real, but the names ficti- 
tious : thu neiD, wherein both the names and the action are imaginary. 
Of the firat model was Aristophanes ; upon whose general manner, it 
is prubable, Bomanus formed his oomedy here mentioned ; but as ha 
appears to have made use both of true and invented names in liii 
ebancteis, it seems to have been of tba mixtd k'*id. JC 
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delicacy, softheBS, poignancy, and wit, are all present here. 
He honours yirtae and chastises vice : whenever he makes 
use of feiened names, he does so in a becoming way, just 
as he employs real ones appropriately. With respect only 
to myseli, I should say he has erred through an excess of 
kind feeUnff, if I did not know that fiction is the privilege 
of poets. In a word, I will insist upon his letting me 
have the copy, that I may send it you to read, or rather 
get up by heart ; for I am well persuaded when you hays 
once taken it up, you will not easily lay it down again. 
Farewell. 

LEITEB XXII. To Tiro. 

An affair has lately been transacted here which nearly 
concerns those who shall hereafter be appointed governors 
of provinces, as well as every man who too incautiously 
ti-usts his friends. Lustricius Bruttianus, baying detected 
his lieutenant Montanus Atticinus in several flagrant 
delinquencies, informed the em^ror of them. Atticinus, 
on the other hand, added to his euilt by commencing a 
groundless prosecution against the niend whose confidence 
he had abused. His information was receiyed, and I was 
one of the assessors at this triaL Both parties pleaded 
their own cause, but in a summary, risumS, sort of way : 
by which method the truth is soon got at. Bruttianus, 
as a proof of the unreserved confidence between them, 
and tnat nothing but absolute necessity could have ex- 
torted from him this complaint against one whom he had 
once loved so, produced his will, all in the handwriting 
of Atticinus. He then proceeded to open the charge, and 
clearly proved him guilty of the most infamous conduct. 
Atticinus, while quite unable to justify his conduct, 
caused the charges to recoil back upon himself in such a 
way as to make hi8 defence appear as weak as his accusation 
WHS wicked. It was proved that he had bribed a slave 
belonging to the secretary of Bruttianus, and by that 
means got into his possession bis register-book, which he 
erased, and then made this consummate piece of villany the 
handle of a charge against his friend. Caesar * acted most 

^Tiijsa. 
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nobly: without oolleotiiii; the Yoioes with respect to 
BrattianuB, he proceeded immediately to take them only 
in relation to Atticinus, who was aooordingty condemned 
and bfmished to an ibland. Bmttianus was acquitted not 
only with a \erf full and honourable testimony of his 
integrity, but with the credit of having behaYed in this 
affair with great firmness. And, indeed, after haying 
yindicated his own character in few words, he supported 
his charge against Atticinus with great spirit, and ap- 
proyed himself no less a man of just seyerity than of worth 
and honesty. I send you this account not only as a caution 
for your behaviour in the government you have obtained, 
and as a hint to depend upon yourself as much as possible, 
without reiving too far upon your friends ; but tbat you 
may. be well assured, if you should happen to be imposed 
upon in the execution of your office (as £eu* be it that you 
ever should), you will readily meet with satisfaction here. 
Howeyer, that you may stand in no need of it, keen your- 
self constantly on the alert ; for the pleasure of being 
redressed most certainly cannot compensate the uneasiness 
of being deceived. FarewelL 



LETTEB XXIIL To Tbiabiu& 

I consent to undertake the cause which you so earnestly 
recommend to me ; but glorious and honourable as it may 
be, I will not be your counsel without a fee. * How is it 
possible,' 3'ou will say, Hhat my friend Pliny can be so 
mercenary?' Well, it is possible; and I insist upon a 
reward which will do me more honour than the most dis- 
interested patronage. I beg of you then, and indeed 1 
make it a previous condition, that Cremutius Buso may 
be joint counsel with me in this cause. Thia is a praodoe 
which I have frequently observed with respect to several 
distinguished youths; as I take infinite pleasure in intro- 
ducing young men of merit to the bar, and handing them 
over to fiime. But if ever I owed this good office to any 
man, it is certainly to Ruso, not only upun account of his 
family, but his exoessive aiffection for me ; and it would 
affna me a yery singular satisfaction to have an oppor 
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tanity of seeing liim draw the attention of the audience 
in the BHme conrt and the same cause with myself. Obliee 
me in this instance, do, before he pleads; for when he 
has pleaded in yonr cause, you will thank me: I will 
undertake for him that he shall satisfy your expectations, 
as well as my hopes and the im^xirtance of the cause. 
He is of the best disposition imaginable, and when onoe 
I have brought him into notice, we shall soon see him 
exei-t the same generous office towards others ; as indeed 
no man without the support and encouragement of friends, 
and having ph>per opportunities thrown m his way, is able 
to rise at once from obscurity, by the brightness of his own 
unaided geniua. 



LBTTEB XXIV. To Mackb. 

How much does the fame of human actions depend 
upon the station of those who perform them I The very 
same conduct shall be either applauded to the skies or 
entirely overlooked, just as it may happen to proceed from 
a person of conspicuous or obscure rank. I was sailing 
lately upon our lake,* with an old man of my acquaint- 
ance, who desired me to observe a villa situated upon its 
banks, which had a chamber overhanffing the water. 
' From that room,' said he, * a woman of our city threw 
herself and her husband.* Upon enquiring into the cause, 
he informed me, ' lliat her husband having been long 
afflicted with an ulcer in those parts which modesty con- 
'ceals, she prevailed with him at last to let her inspect the 
sore, assuring him at the same time that she womd most 
sincerely give her opinion whether there was a possibility 
of its being cured. Accordingly, upon viewing the ulcer, 
she found the case hopeless, and therefore advised him to 
put an end to his life : she herself accompanying him, even 
leBtding the way by her example, and being actually the 
means of his death ; for tying herself to her husband, she 
plunged with him into the Is^e.' Though this happened 
in the very city where I was bom, I never heard it men 
tioned before ; and yet that this action is taken less notice 

* The lake Lariua 
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ot than that faonorjs one oi Arria's,* la not beoause it wm 
leas remarkable, but because the pei-son who performed it 
was more obscura FarewelL 



LETTEB XXV. To Hispanub. 

You inform me that Bobustus, a Boman knight of dis- 
tinction, accompanied my friend Attilius Scaurus as far as 
Ocriciduni,f but has never been heard of since. In com- 
pliance, therefore, with your desire, I shall send for 
Scaurus, in order to see if he can give us any light in 
tracing him ; though, I am afraid, it wih be to no purpose. 
I suspect an accident of the same unaccountable Kind has 
attended Bobustus as formerly happened to my towns- 
man Metilius Cribpus. I procured a company for him in 
the aimy, and gave him, when he set out, forty thousand 
sesterces ( for his equipage : but I never received a letter 
from him, or could leaiii any tidings of him afterwards. 
Whether he was murdered by his servants, or together with 
them, is uncertain; however, neither he nor they ap- 
peared again. I only trust we may not find it thus with 
respect to Bobustus ; nevertheless I shall send for Scaurus. 
1 cannot refuse this either to your generous request, or the 
very laudable entreaties of that most excellent youth his 
son, who shows as much good sense in the method as he 
does filial affection in the zeal of his enquiry : the gods 
grant him the same success in finding his father as he hsm 
had in discovering the person that accompanied him 1 Fare- 
well. 

LETTEB XXVI. To Sebvianus. 

I am extremely glad to hear that you intend your 
daughter for Fuscus Salinator, and congratulate you upon 
it. His family is patiician,§ and both his father and 

* Bee an account of her, hook iii. letter xvL 
t Now OtriooU. 

t Ahout £312. Sume editions read it 400,000 seBteiees, which U 
about £8100. M, 
I Thoie fiEuuilies were styled patrician whose ancestors had beea 
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mother are persons of the most distingnifihed merit. As 
for lumself, he is studious, learned, and eloquent, and, 
with all the innooenoe of a child, unites the spri^htliness 
of youth and the wisdom of age. I am not, oelieve me, 
deceiTed by my affection, when I sive him this character; 
for though I love him, I confess, oeyond measure (as his 
friendship and esteem for me well deserve), yet partiality 
has no slutre in my judgment : on the oontn^, the stronger 
my affection for him, the more exactinglv I weigh his 
merit I will venture, then, to assure you (and I speak it 
upon my own experience) you could not have, formed to 
your wishes, a more accomplished son-in-law. May he 
soon present you with a grandson, who shall be the exact 
eopy of his fatiier ! and with what pleasure shall I receive 
from the arms of two such friends tneir children or grand- 
children, whom I shall claim a sort of right to embrace as 
my own I Farewell 



LETTER XXVII. To Sevbrus. 

You desire me to consider what turn you should give to 
your speech in honour of the emperor,* upon your being 
appointed comml electf It is eaffjr to find copies, not so 
easy to choose out of them ; for his virtues afford such 
abundant material. However, I will write and give you 
my opinion, or (what I should prefer) I will let you have 
it in person, after having laid oefore 3'ou the difficulties 
which occur to me. I am doubtful, then, whether I should 
advise you to pursue the method which I observed myself 
on the same occasion. When I was consul elect, I avoided 
running into the usual strain of compliment, which, how- 
ever far from adulation, might yet look like it Not that 
I affected firmness and independence ; but, as well knowing 

memben of the senate in the earliest times of the regal or oontiuar 
goveniineiit. JK. 

• Trajan. 

t The oonsole, thongh thej were ohoeen in Angnst, did not enle* 
npon their office till the first of Jannuy, dnrins whioh interval the> 
were styled eofwulet defignaii^ consols elect It was nsnal for them 
upon that occasion to omnpUment the emperor, hj whose appolntmeDt, 
met the dissolntion of the republican goremmenti thej wete ehosen. Jf . 

P 
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tha fiendmentB of our amiable prince, and being thorouffhly 
persuaded that the highest praise I could offer to nim 
would be to show the world 1 was under no necessity of 
paying him any. When I reflected what profoidoi^ of 
hiinours had been heaped upon the very worst of hia pre- 
decessors,' nothing, I imagined, could more distinguisn a 
pi luce of his real virtues from those infamous emperors 
than to address him in a different manner. And this I 
thought proper to observe in my speech, lest it might be 
suspected I passed over his glorious acts, not out of judg- 
ment, but inattention. Such was the method I then ob- 
served ; but I am sensible the same measures are neither 
Agreeable nor indeed suitable to all alike. Besides the 
propriety of doing or omitting a thing depends not only 
upon persons, but time and circumstances ; and as the late 
actions of our illustrious prince afford materials for pane- 
gyric, no less just than recent and glorious, I doubt (as I 
said before) whether I should persuade vou in the present 
instance to adopt the same plan as I did myself. In this, 
however, I am clear, that it was proper to offer you by 
way of advice the method I pursued. Farewell. 



LETTER XXVIIL To Quadkatus. 

I was not ignorant of the reason which prevented your 
coming into (Smipania to receive me. But absent, as you 
were, might I have judged by the vast quantity of pro- 
visions of all sorts, with which I was supplied by your 
orders, I should have imagined you had conveyed yourself 
hither with your whole possessions : I must own though, 
I shamelessl V accepted it all ; for your people pressed me, 
and I was anraid of our both incuriing your displeasure if 
I refused. But for the future, if you will not observe 
some limits, I must. And accordingly I assured your 
servants, if ever they offered me so many things again, 
I would absolutely return the whole. You will tell me, 1 
know, that I ought to consider everything belonging to 
you as entirely mine. Exactly; and therefore I would 
use them with the same moderation as my own. Farewell. 
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LETTER XX£K. To Quadbaitis. 

AYidius Qnietos, whose singular affection and (what 1 
equally valae) whose esteem I had the happiness to enjoy, 
used ireanenily to repeat this maxim, among others, of his 
friend Tnrasea's : that ' the oanses which we onght to 
nndertake are those of our friends, those of persons who 
are destitnte of any other advocate to plead their claim, 
and those which relate to public example/ Why we should 
engage in the cause of our friends requires no explanation ; 
but the deserted have a claim to our assistance, because it 
shows a resolute and humane disposition ; whilst we ought 
to engage in such a cause as would establish a precedent, 
since it is of the utmost oonseqnenoe to society whether a 
good or an evil one prevails. To which I will add (per- 
haps in the spirit of ambition, however I will venture to 
add) those also of a public and conspicuous nature. For 
it is reasonable, no doubt, sometimes to plead the cause of 
glory and fame, or, in other words, ones own. These are 
the limits (since you ask my opinion) I would prescribe 
to a person of your dignity and moderation. Practice, I 
know, is generally oonsidered, and in fact is, the best 
master in Uie art of pleading ; and I have seen many who 
with moderate abilities and no learning have, merely by 
that alone, arrived at a respectable proficiency. Neverthe- 
less, the observation of FoUio, or, at least, what usually 
passes for his, I have found by experience to be most true. 
* By good pleading,' said he, ' I obtained plenty of prac- 
tice ; and, on the other hand, so much practioe spoiled mv 
pleading.' The reason is, by too frequent a repetition it 
becomes a mechanical facility rather than a talent, and 
degenerates into a rash assui-ance, instead of settling into 
a just oonfidence in one's powers. Accordingly we see 
that the excessive modesty of Isocrates,* whi^, together 

* One of the ten Attto oratora. Bom b.o. 436. Owing to his natural 
diffidence and tlie delicacy of hU health, he never aotually spoke in 
pnblic, but confined himself to taking pupils in oratory, and writing 
speeches for others. His style of oompoflition is elegant, hal too studied 
and artifioial; he is said to have token fifteen years over the most 
famous of his speeches, his Panegyria An ardent patriot, he put an 
end to himself in his 98th year, on the news of the defeat of his oonnby 
men hy Philip, at Chaeronea, b.o. 38)1. 
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with the weakneos of his voice, prevented his appearing in 
public, did not at all prevent his attaining tilie nharaoter 
3f a consummate orator. Bead then and write a good 
deal, and think over your subieot well, that you may be 
able to speak whenever you ohoose ; and you will never 
choose to do so, I am sure, but when you ought. Thai 
at least is the nrinciple I laid down for myself. I have 
sometimes, indeed, pleaded, not so much from choice as 
necesbity ; but to comply with necessity is, in some degree, 
to comply with reason, having on some occasions been 
appointed counsel by order of the senate ; but it was in 
cases which fell within Thrasea's third rule, that is, of the 
exemplary kind. I was advocate for the province of 
Baetica, against Baebius Massa ; where the question being, 
whether the impeachment should be received ? it passed 
in the affirmative. 1 appeared for them a second time 
against Oaeoilius Classicus,* and the point in debate was, 
whether the provincial officers who acted under him should 
be punished as confederates and accomplices ¥rith the 
proconsul in his crimes ? It was determined they should ; 
and they were punished accordingly. I was counsel 
against Marius F^scus.f who, having been convicted of 
bribery, endeavoured to take advantage of the lenity of 
the law in that case, the penalty of which was by no 
means adequate to his enormous guilt : but he was sen- 
tenced to brinishment. I defended Julius Bassus ( in an 
affair in which he had acted imprudently, it is true, but 
not in the least with any ill intention : the matter was 
referred to the ordinary judges, and he was permitted in 
the meanwhile to retain his seat in the senate. I pleaded 
likewise not long since, on behalf of Yarenus, who peti- 
tioned for leave to produce witnesses also on his part ; 
which was granted him. And now I will only wish, that 
I may, for the future, be enjoined to plead such causes by 
%ttthorit v, in which it would become me to appear by choice. 
FarewelL 

• Sea b^ iiL letter ix. t See book il letter ll. 

{Bee book iT.letteii?. 
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LETTER XXX. To Fabatus. 

I have the best reason, certainly, for celebrating your 
birthday as my own, sinoe all the happiness of mine arises 
from yours, to whose care and diligence it is owing that 
I am gay here and at my ease in town. — Tonr Oamillian. 
Tilla * in Gampania has suffered by the injuries of time, 
and is fuUine into decapr; however, the most valuable 
parts of the nuilding either remain entire or are but 
slightly damaged, and it 8hall be my care to see it put into 
thorough repair. — Though I flatter myself I have many 
friends, yet I have scarcely any of the sort you enquire 
after, and. which the affair you mention demands. All 
mine lie among those whose employments engage them in 
town ; whereas the conduct of country business requires a 
person of a robust constitution, and bred up to the countr^^ 
to whom the work may not seem hard, nor the office beneath 
him, and who does not feel a solitary life d^'pressing. Ton 
think most highly of Kufus, for he was a great friend of 
your son's ; but of what use he can be to us upon this 
occasion, I cannot conceive; though I am sure he will be 
glad to do all he can for us. Farewell. 



LETTEB XXXL To OoENifiLiAEim. 

I leceiTcd lately the most exquisite satisfaction at 
Gentumcellaef (at it is now caUed), beine summoned thither 
by Caesar | to attend a council. Could anything indeed 
afford a higher pleasure than to see the emperor exercising 
his justice, his vnsdom, and his affability, even in retire- 
ment, where those virtues are most observable ? Various 
were the points brousht in jud^ent before him, and which 
proved, in so many different instances, the excellence of 
the judge. The cause of Claudius Ariston came on first 
He is an Ephesian nobleman, of great munificence and un- 
ambitious popularity, whose yirtues have rendered him 

* So called, beoanae it fonnerly belonged to Oamllliis. Mi 
t Olfika Yeochia. t Tnjan. 
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obnoxious to a set of people of &r different oharaoters; 
they had instigated an informer asainst him, of the same 
infamous stamp with themselves ; but he was honourably 
acquitted. The next day, the case of Gulitta, accused of 
adultery, was heard. Her husband, who is a militax^ 
tribune, was upon the point of offering himself as a candi* 
date for certain honours at Borne, but she had stained her 
own «)od name and his by an intrigue with a centurion.* 
The husband informed the consul's lieutenant, who wrote 
to the emperor about it. Gaesar, having thoroughly sifted 
the evidence, cashiered the centurion, and sentenced him 
to banishment. It remained that some penalty should be 
inflicted likewise upon the other party, as it is a crime of 
which both must necessarily be equally guilty. But the 
husband's affection for his wife inclined him to drop that 
part of the prosecution, not without some reflections on his 
forbearance ; for he continued to live with her even after 
he had commenced this prosecution, content, it would seem* 
with having removed nis rival. But he was ordered to 
proceed in the suit; and, though he complied with great 
reluctance, it was necessary, nevertheless, that she should 
be condemned. Accordingly, she was sentenced to the 
punishment directed. by the Julian law.f The emperor 
thought proper to specify, in his decree, the name and 
office of the centurion, that it might appear he passed it in 
virtue of military discipline; lest it should be imagined 
he claimed a particular cognizance in every cause of the 
same nature. The third day was employed in examining 
into an affair which had occasioned a good deal of talk 
and various reports; it was concerning the codicils of 
Julius Tiro, part of which was plainly genuine, while the 
other part, it was alleged, was forged. The pei-sons accused 
of this fraud were Sempronius Senecio, a Koman knight, 
and Euiytbmus, Caesar s freedman and procurator.} The 
heirs jointly petitioned the emperor, when he was in 

* An officer in the Roman legions, answering in some aort to a oap- 
ttiiii in our companies. JIf. 

t This law was made by Augnstus Oaesar : but it nowhere dearly 
appears what was the peomiar punishment it inflicted. M. 

I An officer employed by the emperor to reoelYe and regolale ths 
poblic revenue in the provmcea. m. 
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Dada,* thai lie would reserre to himself the trial of tliii 
cause ; to which he consented. On his retnm from that 
expedition, he appointed a day for the hearing ; and when 
some of the heirs, as thoogh out of respect to Earjthnms, 
offered to withdraw the snit, the emperor nohly replied, 
*He is not Fol^cletns,! nor am I Nero.' However, he in- 
dulged the petitioners with an adjournment, and the time 
heing expired, he now sat to hear the cause. Two of the 
heirs appeared, and desired that either their whole numhei 
miffht be compelled to plead, as thev had all joined in the 
in&rma(ion, or that they also mi^nt have le«iTe to with- 
draw. Caesar delivered his opimon with great dignity 
and moderation; and when tine counsel on the part of 
Senecio and Euiythmus had represented that unless their 
clients were heard, they would remain under the suspicion 
of guilt, — ' I am not concerned,' said the emperor, * what 
supicions they may lie under, it is I that am suspected ;' 
imd then turning to us, * Advise me,* said he, ' how to act 
in this affair, for you see they complain when allowed to 
withdraw their suit.' At length, by the advice of the 
counsel, he ordered notice to he given to the heirs that they 
should either proceed with the case or each of them justify 
their reasons for not doing so ; otherwise that he would pass 
sentence upon them as calumniators.^ Thus vou see now 
usefully and serioualy we spent our time, which however 
was diversified with amusements of the most agreeahle kind. 
We were every day invited to Gaesar's tahle, which, for sc 
great a prince, was spread with much plainness and simpli- 
city. There we were either entertained with interludes 
or pasT^ed the night in the most plcHsing conversation. 
When we took our leave of him the last day, he made 
each of us presents ; so studiously polite is Caesar I As 
for myself, I was not only charmed with the dignity and 

* Gomprehendixig TransyWania, Moldavia, and Walaehia. M, 
t PolycletoB was a freedman, and great &Toaiite of Nero. M. 
X Memmins, or Rhemmins (the critics are not agreed which), mm 
anthor of a law by which it was enacted that whosoerer was con- 
victed of calumnv and fitlse accusation should be stigmatised with a 
maik in his forehead; and by the law of the twelve tables, falsa 
aocnsen were to suffer the same punishment as would have been in* 
ftieted upon the penon uigustly accused if the crime !iad been proved it 
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wisdom of the judge, the honour done to the aaseraors, the 
ease and unreserv^ freedom of our sooial interoourae, but 
with the exquisite f^ituation of the plaee itaelf This 
dclighlful villa is 8urrc»unded by the greenest meadows, 
and overlooks the shore, which bends inwards, forming a 
complete harbour. The left arm of this port is defended 
by exceedingly btrong works, while the right is in pro- 
cess of completion. An ailificial island, which rises at the 
mouth of the harbour, breaks the force of the waves, and 
affords a safe passage to ships on either side. This island 
is formed by a pi-ooess worth seeing : stones of a most 
enormous size are transported hither in a large sort of 
pontoons, and being piled one upon the other, are fixed by 
their own weight, gradually accumulating in the mJanner, 
as it were, of a natural mound. It already lifts its rocky 
back above the ocean, while the waves which beat upon it, 
being broken and tossed to an immense height, foam with 
a prodigious noise, and whiten all the surrounding sea. To 
these stones are added wooden piers, which in prooess of 
time will give it the appearance of a natural island. This 
haven is to be called by the name of its great author,* and 
will prove of infinite benefit, by affording a secure retreat 
to ships on that extensive and dangerous coast Farewell. 



LETTER XXXIL To Quihtiuan. 

Though your desires, I know, are extremely moderate, and 
though you have brought up your daughterf as became a 

• Trajan, 

t ThU letter has been generally supixMed to be addreised to the 
famoiii Qaintilian, author of that ezoellent treatise upon oratory, 
which ie still extant Bat there are very stronf^ reasons to believe 
that ^ihet there is some error in the title or that it is addressed to 
another person of the same name. Qaintilian, in the opening of his 
sixth bode, De Inst Orat, takes occasion to mention liis family, where 
he is lamenting to his friend Victorias the loss of his eldest son, which 
had just then happened. He takes notice at the same time of the 
deathiB of his wife and younger son, and, after some very patlietio re- 
Heotions, closes the whole with this obeiprvatiou : *No$ miteri^ tietU 
fncuiiaUn patrimonii noUri, ita hoe opui aliis paraimUf aliis rdinquemui,* 
Tliis preface may be considered, then, as his domestic history. But ha 
dk»es nut give the least hint of a daughter : which seems diffloult to bt 
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daughiei of jowtb and the j^nd-dangbter of Tntilins, yet 
as she is going to be married to a person of such distino- 
tion as Konins Celer, whose ciTil employment necessarily 
imposes upon him a oeitain style of living, her wardrobe 
and establishment should be enlarged aooording to the 
rank of her husband : cironmsf ances which though they do 
not augment our real dignity, yet certainly adorn and 
grace it. But as I am sensible the wealth of your revenue 
is not equal to the wealth of your mind, I claim to myself 
a part of your expense, and, like another fiither, present our 
Toung lady with fifty thousand sesterces.* The sum should 
be larger, but that I am well persuaded the smallness of 
the present is the only consideration that can prevail with 
your modesty not to refuse it. Farewell. 



LETTER XXXIII. To Romanus. 

' Do all away,' he said, * lay by the latk>iir so far done.' f 

Thus, whether you are engaged in reading or writing, 
away with your books and papers, and take up my divine 
oration, as those Gyolopes did the arms of Aeneas. Now 
oould I introduce my speech to you with an air of more 
importance? But, in sober earnest, I put it into your 
hands as the best of my performances ; | for it is mvself 
only that I pretend to emulate. It was spoken in defence 
of Attia Variola ; and the dignity of the party interested, 
the singularity of the occasion, together with the majesty 
of the tribunal, conspire to render it extremely remark- 
able. Picture to yourself a lady ennobled not only by her 

aooonnted for upon any other reason than that he never had one. For 
if she was dead, it is highly natural to imagine he wonld have deplored 
the loss of her among that of the rest of his children. If she was 
living, how oould he lament the necessity of leaving his patrimony to 
Uranaers f or if she was unworthy of his tenderness, why does he not 
complain of that nnhappiness among his other misfortnues? Vid. 
Traduot. de Quint par FAbh^ Gedoyn, in the preface. Jif. 

* About £400. 

t Aen. vilL 489 (Morris's translation) ; the speech of Vulcan to his 
Cyclopes, when he directs them to prepare anns for Aeneas. M. 

X Sidonius ApoUinaris says that rliny acquired more honour bt 
this speech even than by his Inoompanible panegyrir upon Trajan Jf 
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birth, Imt her marriafe to a person of praetorian rank^ 
disinherited by her father, and suing for her patrimony in 
the four oourts, within eleven days after this old man, 
seised with a love-fit at fourscore years of age, bad brought 
home a step-mother to his daughter. One hundred and 
eighty judges sat on the trial (for that is the number 
appointed for these four oourts) ; friends innumerable 
attended on both parties; the benches were thronged, 
and a dense orowd encircled the whole court in a promis- 
cuous ring, at the same time that numbers pressed round 
the tribunal; while even the very galleries were lined 
with men and women, straining over (who, though they 
might see tolerably well, could barely be able to hear 
a word); in short, fathers, daughters, and step-mothers, 
were all warmly interesting themselves in the issue of 
this important trial. The opinions of the judges were 
divided, two of the oourts being for us, and two against 
us. It is somewhat remarkable that the same ques- 
tion debated before the same judges, and pleaded by 
the same advocates, and at the same time, should happen 
to receive so different a decision, that one would almost 
imagine it was more tban accident. However, in the final 
event, the mother-in-law, who claimed under the will a 
sixth part of the inheritance, lost her cause. Suberinus* 
was aLiO excluded his pretensions ; who though he had been 
disinherited by his father, without daring to vindicate his 
own patrimony, yet had tbe singular assurance to demand 
that of another. I have been thus particular in giving 
you a detail of the circumstances which attended this 
case, not only that my letter might inform you of what 
you could not learn b^ my speech, but also (for I will 
nonestlv confess the artifice) that you might read it with 
more pleasure, by being thus introduced, as it were, into 
the audience. And extensive as this pleading is, I do not 
despair of its recommending itself to you, as much as if it 
had the grace of brevity. The abundance of matter, the 
just order in which it is arranged, the little narratives 
interspersed throughout, together with the variety of style, 

* This Sabennue (the oommeDkators rappoae) wm ton to the womas 
whom Attia'0 fother had married io hi* old age. J£ 
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will always give it an air of novelty. I will even Tentnre 
to say to yon (wLat I dare not to any one else) that a 
spirit of great fire and sublimity breaks out in many parts 
of it, at the same time that in others it is wrought up with 
much delicacy and doi^eness of reasoning. I was frequently 
obliged to intermix dry computations with the elevated 
and pathetio, and to descend m>m the orator almost to the 
accountant ; so that you will Eometimes imagine tbe scene 
was changed from the solemnity of the Hundred tribunal 
to the familiarity of a private consultation. I gave the 
head to my indignation, mv resentment, and my compas- 
sion, and in steering through this illuRtrious cause, as in a 
Tast sea, I was borne along before every varying gust. In 
a word, my particular friends are wont to consider this 
speech, I will venture to repeat, as my best performance, 
esteeming it the Ctesiphon* of my orations : whether with 
reason or not, you wilt easily judge, who have them all so 
perfectly in your memory as to be able, while you are 
reading this, to compare it with my former, without the 
trouble of turning to them. FareweU. 

LETTEB XXXIV. To Maximus. 

You did perfectly right in promising a gladiatorial 
oombat to our good friends the citisens of Verona,f who 
have long loved, looked up to, and honoured, you ; while 
it was from that city too yon received that amiable object 
of your most tender affection, your late excellent wife. 
And since you owed some monument or public representa- 
tion to her memory, what other spectacle could you have 
exhibited more appropriate to the occasion ?| Besides, 

* An oration of DemostheneB hi defence of Gtesiphon, esteemed the 
best of that nohle orator's speeohes. M. 

t In the tenitories of Venioe. M, 

X It was an opinion, which nnbappilj preraOed in the ancient pagan 
world, that th0 ghosts of the deceased were rendered propitious by 
human blood. Tnis absurd notion gaye rise to those barbarans gladia> 
torial combats whioh at first were only exhibited at ftmeral obsequies, 
and none but criminals were appointed to those mortal encountors. 
Bui in process of time they became part of the public entertainments, 
and persons were trained up for tbe sole purpose of these inlinmaa 
•howi. If. 
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you were so unanimously pressed to do so thai to have 
refdsed would have looked more like hardness than reso- 
lution. The readiness too with whioh ^ou eranted their 
petition, and the magnifloent* manner in whioh you per- 
formed it, is very much to your honour ; for a greatness of 
soul is seen in these smaller instances, as well as in matters 
of hiu^her moment I wish the African panthers, whioh you 
had hirgely provided for this purpose, had arrived on the 
day appointed, but though they were delayed by the stormy 
weather, the obligation to you is equally the same, sinoe 
it was not your fault that they were not exhibited. 
Farewell. 

* The tmphitheatre in which these ahows were exhibited ie etill (o 
be Been in Verona, whose inside ie the most entire of any now remain- 
lug. It is computed to have room to contain upwards of three-end* 
twenty thooBand spectators conTenientlj. Yid. Wrightfs Travels. Jf. 
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BOOK VII. 



LETTEB L To BEsnTDTiT& 

This obBtinate illnees of yours alarms me ; and though I 
know how extremely temperate you are, yet I fear Jest your 
disease should get me better of your moderation. Let me 
entreat you then to resist it with a determined abstemious- 
ness : a remedy, be assured, of all others the most laudable 
as well as the most salutary. Human nature itself admits 
the practioability of what I recommend : it is a rule, at 
least, which I always enjoin my &mily to observe with 
respect to myself. * I hope,' I say to them, ' that should I 
be attacked with any disorder, 1 shall desire nothing of 
which I ought either to be ashamed or hare reason to 
repent ; however, if my distemper should prevail over my 
resolution, I forbid that anything be given me but by the 
consent of my physicians ; and I shall resent your compli- 
ance with me in tnings improper as much as another man 
would their refusal.* I once had a most violent fever; 
when the fit was a little abated, and I had been anointed,* 
my physician offered me something to drink ; I held out 
my hand, desiring he would first feel my pulse, and upon 
his not seeming quite satisfied, I instantly returned the 
cup, though it was just at my lips. Afterwards, whon I was 
preparing to go into the bath, twenty days from the first 
attack of my illness, perceiving the physicians whispering 
together, I enquired what they were saying. They replied 
they were of opinion I may possibly bathe with safety, now« 
ever that they were not without some suspicion of risk. 
* What need is there,' said I, ' of my taking a bath at all?' 
And so, with perfect calmness and tranquillity, I gave up 

* Unction was much esteemed and prescribed by the ancient*. 
Oelsos ezpieBsly recommends it in the remlsdon of acute distempers: 
*wtgi Itn&erque petiraetari eorpiM, eUam in amM$ H reeenWm§ morMs 
tfoMfinrmi^Monetamen,*^ OelsiMed.ed. AlmeloTeeii,p. 88, JL 
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a pleasure I was upon the point of enjoying, and abstained 
ft'om the bath as serenely and oomposeoLy as though I were 
going into it I mention this, not only by way of enforcing 
my f^vice by example, but also that this letter may be a 
sort of tie upon me to persevere in the same resolute absti- 
nenoe for the future. Farewell. 



LETTEB II. To Justus. 

How do you reconcile your assuring me that you have 
no leisure from business, and your expressing at the same 
time an earnest desire to see my works ; upon which even 
the idle will scarce bestow some of their useless hours ? I 
will not, then, break in upon your occupations during this 
summer season ; but when the return of winter shall render 
it probable that your evenings, at least, may be free, I will 
look over my trifles to see what I have most worth showing 
vou. In the meanwhile, I shall be well satisfied if my 
letters are not troublesome ; as I suspect they are, and 
therefore shorten them. Farewell. 



LETTEB III. To Pbabsens. 

Are you, then, determined to pass your whole time be- 
tween liucania * and Campania ? f Your answer, I suppose, 
will be, ' Lucania is my own native country, and Campania 
my wife's.' This, I admit, may justify a long absence, but 
I cannot allow it as a reason for a pei*petual one. But are 
you resolved in good earnest never to return to Rome, that 
theatre of dignities, preferment, and friendly c<mnections 
of every sort? How long are you obstinately bent upon 
living your own master, and sleeping and rising just when 
3'ou wink proper ? Will you never change your undress 
for town attire, but spend your whole days in easy freedom ? 
It is time, however, you should revisit our bustling scene, 
were it only that your rural pleasures may not pall by 
satiety : appear at the levees of the great, that you may 

* ComprehendiDg the Basilioata, a provinoe in Naples. If. 

t Now called Campagna di Boma. See book vi letter It. note ^. M. 
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enjoy the same honour yourself with more satisfaction; 
and mix in our crowd, that you may have a keener relish 
for the charms of solitude. But am I not imprudently 
retarding the friend I would recall ? it is these very cir- 
cumstances, perhaps, that induce you every day more and 
more to wrap yourself up in retirement. All, however, 
I wish to prevail with you is only to intermit, not to 
renounce, the charms of solitude. If I were to invite you 
to a feast, as I would blend sharp and pungent dishes with 
those of a more luscious kind, in order to revive your 
appetite by the one, which had been cloyed and blunted by 
the other, so I now advise you to season the sweetnesses 
of life with occasional acids, so to speak. Farewell. 



LETTER IV. To PoNTiua 

You have read, you say, my hendecasyllabios, and are 
desirous to know what first induced a man of my gravity 
(as you are pleaHcd to call me, though in truth I am only not 
a trifler) to write verses. To go back, then, to my earliest 
years, I had always an inclination to poetry, insomuch that 
when I was fourteen years of age, I composed a traeedy in 
Oreek. * What sort of a one ? * do you ask. I real^ don't 
know ; all I remember of it is that it was called a tragedy. 
Some time after this, on my return from the army, bsing 
detained in the island of Icaria* by contrary winds, I 
wrote some Latin elegies oh the self-same island and sea. 
I have since made some attempts in the heroic kind ; but 
these are the first hendecasyllabios I ever composed ; and 
the following accident gave them birth. The treatise of 
Asinius Gallus was read to me one day at Lauren tum, in 
which he draws a comparison between his father and 
Cicero, and cites an epigram of Tully's on his favouiite 
Tiro. Upon retiring to take my afternoon's nap (for it was 
summer time), and not being able to sleep, I began to reflect 
that the greatest orators have been fond of pcetry, and by 
no means despised it as an art I tried therefore what I 
could do in this way ; and, though I had long disused my« 
self to things of this sort, I wrote down, in a much shortiir 

* An iiluid in the ArohipelagOb now called Nioaria. ML 
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time than I oonld haTe imagined, the following linea upon 
the subject whioh gave me the fii^Bt hint: 

' When Qallni I read, who pretends that hia aire 
Had fietr more than Tully poetical fire, 
The wiaeet of men, I peroeiT'd held it fit 
To temper hia iHadom with loTe and with wit; 
For Tally, eraye Tully, in amorona atraina. 
Of the frauda of hia paramour Tiro oomplaina ; 
That fiiithleaa to love, and to pleaaore untrue, 
From hia prouda'd embraoe the arch wanton withdrew. 
Then aaid i to my heart, Why ahouldat thou oonoeal 
The aweeteat of peaaiona, the Ioto whioh you leel — 
Yea, fly wanton muae, and proolaim it around. 
Thy Pliny haa loy'd, and hia Tiro haa found ; 
The ooy one an artful, who awoetly duniea, 
And from the soft flame, but to heighten it, fliea.' 

From this I turned to elegy, whioh I performed with the 
same ease ; and being thus lured on by the fiudlity with 
which the muses yielded to me, I added others to the 
number of my productions of this kind. On my return to 
Bome I showed my peiformanoes to some of my Mends, 
who were pleased to approve of them. Afterwards, when- 
ever I had raare time, and particularly when I travelled, I 
made several other attempts in the poetical line. At length 
I determined, after the example of many others, to pubush 
a separate volume of these poemsy and I have no reason to 
repent of my resolution. They are much enquired after, 
and are in everybody's hands; they have even tempted the 
Greeks to learn our language, who sing them to their harpa 
and lyres. But why am I boasting so? though poets, 
remember, possess the nrivilege of raving. StiU, I am not 
ffiving you my own judgment, but that of others, whioh, 
be it right or wrone, I am exceedingly pleased with; and 
have only to wish that nosteri^ too ma}' bo of the same 
right or wrong way of tninking. Farewell. 



LETTEB V. To Calpcjrhia.* 

Yon will not believe what a longing for yon poooosses 
me. The ohief cause of this is my love ; and tLen we have 

• His wife. 
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not grown used to be apart. So it oomes to pass that I lie 
awaKe a grea part of the night, thinking of yon ; and that 
by day, when the honrs return at which I was wont to Tisit 
von, my feet take me, as it is bo truly said, to your chamber ^ 
but not finding yon there, I return, sick and sad at hear^ 
like an excluded lover. The only time that is free from 
these torments is when I am being worn ont at the bar, and 
in liie suits of my friends. Judge you what must be mv 
life when I find my repose in ton, my solace in wretched' 
ness and anxiety. Farewell. 

LETTER VI. To Macrwus. 

A very singular and remarkable accident has happened 
in the a&ir ox Yarenus,* the result of which is yet douDtful. 
The Bithynians, it is said, have dropped their prosecution 
of him ; being convinced at last that it was raxhly under- 
taken. A deputy from that province is arrived, who has 
broueht with him a decree of their assembly ; copies of 
which he has delivered to Caesar,t and to several of the 
leading men in Rome, and also to us, the advocates fur 
Yarenus. Magnus,^ neverthele^'S, whom I mentioned in 
mv last letter to yon, persists in his charge, to support 
which he is incesnantly teazing the wortny Nigrinus. 
This excellent peiBon was counsel for him in his former 
petition io the consuls, that Yarenus might be compelled 
to produce his acouunts. Upcn this occasion, as I attended 
Yarenus merely as a friend, I determined to be silent. I 
thought it highly imprudent for me, as I wan appointed 
his counsel by the senate, to attempt to defend him as an 
accused person, when it was his business to insist that 
there was actually no charge nubsisting against him. How- 
ever, when Nigrinus had finished his speech, the consuls 
turning their eyes upon me, I rose up, and, ' When you shall 
hear,' 1 said, ' what the real deputies from the proTince 
have to object against the motion of Nigrinus, you will see 
that my silence was not without just reason.' Upon thla 
Nigrinus asked me, * To whom are these deputies sent?* I 
replied, *To me among othera; I have the decree of tbn 

* See book ▼. letter zx. f Tmiau. 

I Or J of the Bithynians employe 1 io manage the tiiaL JC 

Q 
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province in my liands.' He returned, 'That in a point 
which, though it may be clear to yon, I am not so well 
liaiiafied of.' To thia I answered, * Though it may not 
be so evident to you, who ai'e concerned t > suppoi't the 
accusation, it may be perfectly clear to me, who am on 
the more favourable side.' Then Polyaenns, the deputy from 
the province, acquainted the senate with the reasons for 
huperseding the prosecution, but desired it might be with- 
out prejudice to Caesar's deteimination. Magnus answered 
him ; Folyaenus replied ; as for myself, I only now and then 
threw in a word, observing in general a complete silence. 
For I have learned that upon some occasions it is as much an 
orator's business to be silent as to speak, and I remember, 
in some criminal cases, to have done even more sei*vice to 
my clients by a discreet silence than I could have expected 
from the most carefully prepared speech. To enter into 
tlie subject of eloquence is indeed very foreign to the pur- 
pose of my letter, yet allow me to give you one instance 
in proof of my last observation. A certain lady havinR 
lust her son suspected that his freedmen, whom he had 
appointed coheirs with her, were guilty of forging the will 
and poisoning him. Accordingly she charged them with the 
fact before the emperor, Mho directed Julianus Suburanus 
to try the cause. 1 was counsel for the defendants, and the 
case being exceedingly remarkable, and the counsel en- 
gaged on both sides of eminent ability, it drew together 
a very numerous audience. The issue was, the servants 
being put to the torture, my clients were acquitted. But 
the mother applied a second time to the emperor, pretend- 
ing she had ai^covered some new evidence, buburanus was 
therefore directed to hear the cause, and see if she could 
produce any fresh proofs. Julius Africanus was counsel 
for the mother, a young man of good parts, but slender 
experience. He is grandson to the famous oi-ator of that 
name, of whom it is reported that Passienus Onspus, 
hearing him one day plead, archly said, * Very fine, I must 
qonfess, very fine; but is all this fine speaking to the 

Eurpose ? ' Julius Africanus, I say, having made a long 
arangue, and exhausted the portion of time allotted to 
him, said, * I be^ you, Suburanus, to allow me to add one 
word more/ When he had concluded, and tb^ eyes of the 
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whole assembly had been fixed a considerable time upon 
me, I rose up. ' I would have answered Afrioanus,' Kaid I, 
* if he had added that one uford he begged leave io do, in 
which I doubt not he would have told us all that we had 
not heaid before.' I do not remember to have gained so 
much applause by any speech that I ever made as I did in 
this instance by making none. Thus the little that I had 
hitherto said for Yarenus was received with the same 
general approbaf ion. The consuls, agreeably to the request 
of Polyaenus, reserved the whole afiair fur the determina- 
tion of the emperor, whose resolution I impatiently wait 
for ; as that will decide whether I may be entirely secure 
and easy with respect to Yarenus, or must aeain renew all 
tey trouble and anxiety upon his account. Farewell. 

LBTTEB VII. To Saturhihus. 

Though I had very lately made my acknowledgments to 
our friend Prisons, yet^ since it was your desire, I repeated 
them with the greatest pleasure. It is most delightful to 
me to see so much haimony subsist between two such 
worthy men, whom I tenderly esteem, and that you con- 
sider each other's friendship as a mutual obligation. For 
he professes also on his part to receive great happiness from 
yours, and, with a very generous contention, endeavours to 
rival you in that reciprocal affection, which time, 1 am 
persuaded, will augment 

I am sorry to find you so taken up with business that 
you cannot attend to your studies ; however, as soon as 
you shall have compromised (which yon say you are upon 
the point of effecting) one of the causes you mention, and 
brought the other to a hearing, you will be at leisure to 
enjoy the retirement of the country ; and when you are 
satiated with that, we may hope to see you back again 
amongst us. Farewell. 

LETTER YIII. To Pbiscus. 

The letters after letters I receive from our friend Satur- 
ninus, expressing his sense of your &vonrs to him, afford 
me inexpressible satisfaction. May yon go on as you have 

9 2 
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beg^ii, and continue to cherish an affection for so worthy 
a man, from whose friendship jou will receive an intenaa 
Aiid lasting pleasure. For greatly distinguished as he is 
by every other virtue, he is particularly so by his in- 
raiiable attachment to his friends. Farewell. 



LETTEB IX. To Tuscas. 

Tou desire my opinion as to the method of study you 
Siiould pursue, in that retirement to which you have Ions 
since withdi-awn. In the first place, then, I look upon it 
as a very advantageous practice (and it is what many re- 
commend) to translate either from Greek into Latin or 
from Latin into Greek. By this means 3'ou acquire pro- 
priety and dignity of expression, and a variety of beautiful 
figures, and an ease and strength of exposition, and in the 
imitation of the best models a facility' of creating such 
models for yourself. Besides, thotse things which you may 
))0ssibly have overlooked in an oroi ary reading over 
cannot escape you in translating: and this methcKl will 
also enlarge your knowledge, and improve your judg- 
ment. It may not be amiss, after you have read an 
author, to turn, as it were, bis rival, and attempt some- 
thing of your own upon the same topic, and then make a 
careful compaiison between your peiformance and his, in 
order to see in what points either you or he may be the 
happier. You may congratulate yourself indeed if you 
shall find in some things that you have the advantage of 
him, while it will be a great mortification i« Se is always 
Huperior. You may sometimes select very famous passages 
and compete with what you selects The competition is 
daring enough, but, as it is private, cannot be called im- 
pudent. Not but that we have seen instances of persons 
who have publicly entered this soi't tff lists with great 
credit to tnemselves, and, while they did not despair o( 
overtaking, have gloriously outstripped those whom they 
thought it sufficient honour to follow. A speech no longer 
fresh in your memoiy, you may tako up again. You will 
find plenty in it to leave unaltered, but still more to reject ; 
you will add anew thought here, aud Miter another there. 
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It is a laborious and tedious task, I own, thus to re* 
enflame the mind after the first heat is over, to recover an 
impulse when its force has been checked and spent, and, 
worhe than all, to put new limbs into a body ali-eady com- 
plete without disturbing the old ; but the advantage 
attending this method wUl overbalance the difficulty. I 
know the bent of jour present attentiim is direct^ to- 
wards the eloqnenoe of tne bar ; but I would not for that 
reason advise you never to quit tlie polemic, if I may io 
oall it, and contentious style. As land is improved by 
sowing it with various seeds, constantly changed, so is the 
mind by ezeroisinff it now with this subject of study, now 
with that. I would recommend you, therefore, sometimes 
to take a subject from history, and you might give more 
care to the composition of your letters. For it frequently 
happens that in pleading one has occasion to make use not 
only of historical, but even poetical, styles of description ; 
and then from letters you acquire a concise and simple 
mode of expression. You will do quite right again in re- 
freshing yournelf with poetry : when I say so, I do not 
mean that species of poetry whioh tnrns upon subjects of 
great length and oontmuity (tueh being suitable only for 
persons of leisureY but those little picoes of the sprightly 
kind of poesy, which serve as proper reliefa to, and are con- 
sistent with, employments of every sort. They commonly 
go under the title of poetical amu9ement$ ; but these amuse- 
ments have sometimes gained their authors as much repu- 
tation as works of a more serious nature ; and thus (for while 
I am exhorting you to poetry, why should I not turn poet 
myself?) 

* As yielding wax the artist's skill oommands, 
Sabmissive shap'd beneath his forming hands; 
Kow dreadful stands in arras a Mars oonfest ; 
Or now with Tenns* softer air imprest; 
A wanton Gapid now the mould belies ; 
Now shines, severely chaste, a Pallas wife : 
As not idone to quoiich the raging flamo. 
The sacred fountain pours her friendlv stream : 
But sweetly gliding through the flowery green, 
Spreads glad refreshment o'er the smiling soeno ; 
80, fiirm'd by science, shonld^the ductile mind 
Beee^Te, distinct, each various art refln'd.' 

In thin manner the greatest men, as well as the greatett 



Digitized by 



Google 



230 THB LETTBBS OF FLINT. [Book T 

uratoFi, Qsed either to ezeroise or amuse themselves, ox 
rather indeed did both. It is sarprising how muoh the 
mind is enlivened and refreshed by these little poetioal 
compositions, as they turn upon love, hatred, satire, 
tenderness, politeness, and everything, in short, that con- 
oerns life and the afEiiirs of the world. Bebides, the same 
advantage attends these, as every other sort of poems, that 
we tum from them to prose with so much the more 
pleasure after having experienced the difficulty of being 
constrained and fettered oy metre. And now, perhaps, I 
have troubled you upon this subject longer than you 
desired ; however, there is one thing I have left out : I 
have not told you what kind of authors you should read ; 
though indeed that was sufficiently imnlied when I told you 
on what you should write. Rememoer to be careful in 
your choice of authors of every kind : for, as it has been 
well observed, * though we should road much, we should 
not read many books/* Who those authors are, is so 

* TiiuB tlie noble and polite moralist, speaking; of the infloenoe which 
our reading has upon our tade and manner$^ thinks it imporper * to call 
a man weU^ead^ who reads many authors ; sinoe he must of necessity 
hare more ill module than good : and be more stuffed with bombast, ill 
funoY, und wry thought, thim filled with solid sense and just imagina- 
tion.^ (Charuot. r. i. 142.) When the Goths oyerran Greece, the 
libraries escaped their destruction, by a notion which some of their 
leaders industriously propagated among them, that it would be more 
for their interest to leave those spoils untouched to their enemies ; as 
being proper to enervate their minds, and amuse them with vain and 
idle speculations. Truth perhaps has been lees a gainer bv this 
midtiplicity of books than error; and it msy be a question whether 
tlie excellent models which have been deliverod down to us from anti- 
quty, together with those few which modern times have produced, by 
any means balance the immoderate weight which must be thrown into 
the opposite scale of writers. The truth is, though we may be learned 
by other meu's reflections, wise we can only bo by our own: and the 
maxim here recommended bv Pliny would well deserve the attention 
of the studious, though no other inconvenience attended the reading of 
many books than thnt which Sir William Temple apprehends from it : 
the lessening the force and growth of a man's own genius. For it may 
be justly doubted, with that ingenious author, * whether the weight and 
number of so many other men's thoujchts and notions may not suppress 
his own, or hinder the motion or agitation of them, from which all in ven- 
tiuu arises ; as heaping on w5od,1^9foo many sticks, or too close together, 
suppresses, and sometimes quite extinguishes, a little spark, Uiat woidd 
otherwise have grown up to a noble flame.* (Essay on LMndng, t. i 
158.) If. 
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dearly setiled, and so generally known, that I need nol 
particularly specify them ; besides, I have already extended 
this letter to such an immoderate leng;th that, while 
suggesting how yon ought to study, I have, 1 fear, been 
aotually interrupting vour studies. I will here resign you 
therefore to your tabletn, either to resume the studies in 
which you were before engaged or to enter upon some ot 
those I have reoommende£ Farewell. 



LETTER X. To Macrinus. 

As I always love to know the end of a story when I 
have heard the beginning, so, I imagine, you will be 

flad to be informed of the rest of the cause between the 
tithynians and Varenus. It was pleaded before the em* 
*peror by Polyaenus on one side, and Magnus on the other, 
when Caesar had heard both, * Neither party,* said he, 
' shall hare reason to complain of the delay ; but I will 
take care to inform myself of the real sentmients of the 
province.' In the meanwhile, Varenus has gained a very 
considerable point; for can anything make the justness 
of his accusation appear more doubtful than that it is a 
question whether he is accused at all? We have only 
to wish that the province may not again approve of the 
measure which, it is said, it now condemns, and repent of 
its former repentance. Farewell. 

LETTER XL To Fabatus (his wife's grandfather). 

You are surprised, I find, that my share of five-twelfths 
of the estate which lately fell to me, and which 1 had 
directed to be sold to the best bidder, should have beer, 
disposed of by my freedman Hermes to Corellia ^without 
putting it up to auction) at the rate of seven nundred 
thousand sesterces * for the whole. And as you think it 
might haye fetched nine ^hundred thousand,! you are so 
much the more desirous *to know whether 1 am inclined 
to ratify what he has done, ^^j >^d listen, while I tell 

* About £5460. f About £7080. 
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you why, for I hope that not only you will approve, but 
alrto that my fellow-coheirs will excuse me for having, upon 
a motive of superior obligation, separated my interest from 
theirs. I have the highest esteem for Corellia, both as the 
sister of Rufus, whose memory will always be a sacred one 
to me, and as my mother*s intimate friend. Besides, that 
excellent man Minutius Tuscns, her husband, has every 
claim to my affection that a long friendship can give him ; 
as there was likewise the closeAt intimacy between her son 
and me, so much so indeed that I fixed upon him to pieside 
at the games which 1 exhibited when I was elected praetor. 
This lady, when I was last in the country, expressed a 
strong desire for some place upon the borders of our lake 
of Comum ; I therefore made her an offer, at her ovim 
price, of any pirt of my land there, except what came to 
me fi*om my father and mother ; for that I could not consent 
to part with, even to Corellia, and accordingly when the' 
inheritance in question fell to me, I wrote to let her know 
it was to be sold. This letter I sent by Hermes, who, upon 
her requesting him that he would immediately make over 
to her my proportion of it, consented. Am I not then 
obliged to confirm what my freedman has thus done in 
pursuance of my inclinations ? I have only to entreat my 
fellow coheirs that they will not take it ill at my hands 
that I have made a separate sale of what I had certainly a 
right to dispose of. They are not bound in any way to 
follow my example, since they have not the same connec« 
tions with Corellia. They are at full liberty therefore to 
be guided by interest, which in my own case I chose 
to sacrifice to friendship. Farewell. 



LETTER XII. To Mjnicius. 

I have been so much the longer in sending you the peti- 
tion which I have drawn up at your request for the use of 
your or i-ather I should say our friend (for what is there 
that we do not possess in ^ common f) that you might have 
no time to correct, that is, to spoil it. After all, whether 
you may or may not find time for that purpose, I kn^in 
not; but of thiBlum sure, you will most cert&inly 6|ioil it, 
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if • agreeably to the very delicate taste of yonr verj refined 
oritioa,' you Bhould retrench the Tery boat paasagen. 1 
%hall forgive you, however, if you should, and Bhall, upon 
^me future occasion, siicoessfully make use of what your 
liftstidiouB delicacy rejects ; 9l» I doubt not to receive your 
applause for what you will find annotated and interlined. 
I suspected you would call everything unnaturHl and 
bombast which is elevated and f^onoroun, I have thonght 
proper therefore for your ease and convenience to vary the 
phrase, condensing and pruning, or rather, indeed, lowering 
and impoverishing it; though yon, I know (for why 
shonld 1 not rally your delicate taste ?), will think it an 
improvement. Thus far, in order to make ^ou smile in 
the midst of your serious occupations ; but without doubt, 
I am Y^ry serious indeed in what I am going to add : I 
expect to be reimbursed the expense I have been put to in 
sending a courier express with this petition. Now are 3*ou 
not disposed to condemn it, not only in some of its parts, 
but in the whole, and insist that you ought not to pay for 
a thing which is absolutely valueless ? Farewell. 



LETTER XIIL To Fbrox. 

I find from your letter that you do, and do not, study. 
This will appear a little enigmatical until I explain it : you 
expressly say indeed that you have bid adieu to study ; out 
such a vein of elegance lun^ through your whole letter 
that it is impossible it should have been composed without 
much thougnt : unless you are privileged beyond the rest 
of mankind, and can express such admirable sentiments, in 
so polished a style, carelessly and with a flowing pen. 
Farewell. 



LETTER XIV. To Odrbllia. 

Tou are truly eenerous {o desire and insist that I take 
for my share of uie estate you purchased of me, not after 
ibe rate of seven hundred thousand sesterces* f^r the 

• See the 11th letter of this book. 
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whole, as my freedman sold it to you ; but in the propor- 
tion of nine hundred thousand, agreeably to what you gaTe 
to the farmers of the twentieths * for their part. But I 
must desire and insist in my turn that you would consider 
not only what is suitable to your charaoter, but what is 
worthy of mine ; and that you would suffer me to oppose 
your inolination in ihiB single instance, with the same 
warmth that I obey it in all others. FarewelL 



LBITER XV. To Saturninus. 

You ask me ^lo J tpend my time f You know how my 

Sublio duties take up a good part of it ; what remains i 
evote to the servioe of my friends, and sometimes to my 
books ; and although I will not yenture to'affirm it would 
be better, 1 am sure it would be happier, if I could say 
that the latter not only tometimea^ but altogether engage 
me. I should be concerned to hear that your occupations 
are of the sort least a^eeable to you, if I aid not know you 
are busied in the noblest offices ; as nothing can be more 
praiseworthy than to be aotiye in the interest of one's 
country, and settling controyersies among one's friends. 

I felt sure you would find the company of our friend 
Prisons extieinely agreeable, as I know the amiable sim- 
plicity and politeness of his manners ; but I had yet to 
ieam (what I had the pleasure of being informe«l of by 
your letter) that he so obligingly remembers the seryices 
I haye done him. Farewell. 



LETTEB XVI. To Fabatus. 

Calestrius Tiro, to whom I am united by eyery public 
and private connection, is in the number of my most inti- 
mate friends. We served together in the army, and were 

* Augustus imposed a tax of the twentieth part of all legacies and in- 
heritances, which he appropriated tc the support of the army. This 
was deemed a heavy imposition, and aooordingly it was easetl in several 
points by succeeding emperors, particularly by Trajan, as appeals 
from our author's noble panegyric upon him (Seot. 37, &o.), but it wis 
not wholly abolished till the time of Antoninus Pius. M, 



Digitized by 



Google 



LnTBB 17.1 THE LSTTEBS OF PLINf. 265 

both of as qnaestorfl * at the same time as Caesar. He gni 
the start of me, indeed, in the tribunate, by the privilege 
whioh the law gives to those who have children ; f but I 
overtook him in the praetfirship by the indulgence of the 
etuperor, who dispeohed with my wanting a year of the 
Icjgal age for that office. I frequently retire with him to 
his oonntry yillas, as he often takes the benefit of change 
of air at mine. He is now appointed proconsul of Baetica, 
and he proposes to pass through Ticinum,! on his way to 
that province. I hope, and indeed am well assured, I can 
easily prevail with nim to turn out of his road to your 
houDC if you should have an inclination to make any of 
those slaves entirely free before a mHgistrate to whom you 
have already given manumission | in the presence of your 
friends. You need be under no apprehension that he will 
look upon this as a trouble ; I am sure he would willingly 
travel round the world for my sake. Do lay aside all 
scruple, then, and only consider what will be most agreeable 
to yourself; for he takes just as much plcHSure in exe- 
cuting my commands as I do in executing youra. Farewell. 



LETTBBXVn. To Cbler. 

Every author has his particular reasons for reciting his 
works ; mine, I have often said, are, in order, if any error 
should have escaped my own observation (as no doubt they 
do escape it sometimes), to have it pointed out to me. I 
cannot therefore but be surpriMed to find (what your letter 
assures me) that there are some who blame me for reciting 

* An office resembling that of our secretary of stnte. If. 

t A law at first proposed by Aagnstns, but which afterwards with 
several alterations passed in the oonsnlship of Papins and Poppess. 
A.n. 762 : in which, amongst othir things, it was enactt^d, < 'that all 
magistrates should take precedence acooiding to the number of their 
children ; that in elections those candidates should be preferred who 
had the most numerous oflbpring ; and that any person might stand 
soonsr than ordinary for an office if he had as man^ chUdien as he 
wanted years to be capable of bearing such a dignity.* Tid. Lipsii 
Exonrs. ad Tadi An. L 8. M. 

X Pavia. 

I This last method only disohareed them from servitude^ bat did 
■ot entitle them to the privileges ofoomplete freedom, ilf. 
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my speeoaes : nnlees, perhaps, they are of opinion that thii 
18 the single species of composition that ought to he hel«i 
exempt fi*om any correction. If so, I wonld willingly ssk 
them why they allow (if indeed thev do allow) that hiii- 
tory may he recited, since it is a work which ought to he 
devoted to truth, not ostentation ? or why tragedy, as it is 
oompo-ed for action and the stage, not for heing read to a 
piiYttttt audience? or lyric poetry, as it ia nut a reader, 
but H chorus of voices and instrnmenta that it requires ? 
They will reply, perhaps, that in the instances refetred to 
custom has made the pi-actice in question usual : I should 
be glad to know, then, if they think the person who first 
introduced this practice is to be condemned? Besides the 
rehearsal of speeches is no unprecedented thin^ either with 
US or the Grecians. Still, perhaps, they will insist that it 
can answer no purp«e to recite a speech which has already 
been delivered. 1 rue ; if one were immediately to repeat 
the very sa'ne speech word for word, and to the Yory same 
audience; but if yon make several additions and altera- 
tions ; if your au«Uence is composed partly of the same, 
and partly of dififerent persons, and the recital is at some 
distance of time, why is there less pnipriety in reheard! ne 
your speech than in publishing it ? * But it is diiiii*ulV 
the objectors urge, ' to give satisfaction to an audience by 
the mere recital of a speech ;' that is a cunsideration which 
concerns the particular skill and pains of the pernon who 
rehearses, but by no means holds good against recitation in 
general. The truth is, it is not whilst I am reading, but 
when I am read, that I aim at approbation ; and upon this 
principle I omit no scirt of correction. In the first place, I 
frequently go carefully over what I have written, by my- 
self, after this I read it out to two or three frienHs, and 
then give it to others to make their remarks. If after 
this I have any doubt concerning the justness of their 
observations, I carefully weigh them again with a friend 
or two ; and, last of all, I recite them to a larger audience, 
then is the time, believe me, when I correct most ener- 
Ketically and unsparingly ; for my care and attention rise 
in pioportion to my anxiety ; as nothing renders the judg« 
ment so acute to detect error as that defei^ence, modesty, 
and difiidence one feels upon thoie oocasions. For tell ms^ 
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would you nut be infinitely less affected weie yon to speak 
before a single person only, thungh ever so learned, tlian 
before a nnmerous asfMimbly, even though composed of 
none but illiterate people ? When yon rise np to plead, 
nre you not at that junctore, above all others, most self- 
distrustful ? and do you not wihh, I will not say some par- 
ticular parts only, but that the whole arrangement of your 
intended speech were altered? especially if the concourse 
should be large in which you are to speak? for there is 
something even in a low and vulgar audience thHt strikes 
one with awe. And if you suspect yon are not well re* 
oeived at tbe first opening of your speech, do you not find 
all your energy relaxed ^ and feel yourself ready (o give 
wav ? The reason I imaeine to be that there is a certain 
weight of collective opinion in a multitude, and although 
each individual judgment is, perhaps, of little value, yet 
when united it becomes considerable. Accordingly, Pom- 
ponius Secundus, the famous tragic poet, whenever some 
Tery intimate friend and he differed about the retaining or 
rejecting anything in his writings, used to say, ' I appeal * to 
the people ;* and thus, by their silence or applau^'e, adopted 
either his own or his friend's opinion ; such was the defer- 
ence he paid to the popular judgment I f Whether justly 

* There is a kind of witticism in this expression, which will be lost 
to the mere English n ader, unless he be informed that the Rontans 
had a privilege, confirmed to them by several laws which passed in tho 
earlier ages of the republic, of appealing from tbe decisions of the 
magistrates to the general assembly of the people : and they did so in the 
form of words which Pomponius here applies to a different purpose. JIf. 

t However unsafe in general, an appeul to the vulgar notions may 
be, there are ^et some cases in which their sentimeuts have ever been 
received by the judicious ns decisive. The merit of performatic« s in 
tUe persuasive or imitative arts, so far as the mere raisiuff or represent- 
ing the passions are concerned. wiU bi^st be tried by the effect they 
produce m plain and unbiassea minds : fi» (as TnUy observes) * that 
artist who nas nature for his object most certainly faU short of the 
truth of his art, where nature is not moved.' ' The custom which pre- 
vailed amone the fiomans of rftsitinje tlieir works of aenius in the por* 
ticoes and pMces of public resort took its rise, probably, from the s:une 
notion of a general and innate tuste being implanted in all mankind 61 
what is juft and natural in the moving arts. It was upon this prin3iple 
likewise that tiie great masters in painting and statuary in ancient 

> 0s Oral. liK i. 
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or not, is no concern of mine« as I am not in the habit o^ 
reciting my works publicly, but only to a select circle, 
whose presence I respect, and whose judgment I value; in 
a word, whose opinions I attend to as if tuey were ko many 
individuals I had separatt«ly consulted, at the same time 
that I stand in as much awe before them as 1 should before 
the most numerous assembly. What Cicero says of com- 
posing will, in my opinion, hold true of thu dread we have 
of the public : * Fear is the most rigid critic imaginable.' 
The veiy thought of reciting, the very entrance into an 
assembly, and the agitated concern when one id there ; 
each of these circumstances tends to improve and perfect an 
author's performance. Upon the whole, therefore, I cannot 
repent of a practice which I have found b^ experience so 
exceedingly useful ; and am so far fram being discouraged 
by the trifling objections of these censors that I request 
you would point out to me if there is yet any other kind of 
correction, that I may also adopt it ; for nothing can suf- 
ficiently satisfy my anxiety to render my compositions 
perfect. I reflect what an undertaking it is rcHiguing any 
Ntrork into the hands of the public ; and I cannot but be 
persuaded that frequent revisals, and many consultations, 
must go to the perfecting of a performance, which one 
desires should universally and for ever please. Farewell. 



LETTER XVIII. To Oaninius. 

You ask my advice as to how you should settle the sum 
of money which you have presented to our countrymen for 

Greece exhibited their performanoee to public view, and corrected 
them by the popular feelings. There is a remarkable story told of 
AQnib.ll Carrachi, which ehows be received the same standard of merit 
He took notice that a famous picture of Domeiiichino's, representing 
the flagellation of St Andrew, made a very strong impression upon an 
old woman, who at the same time seomed little affected with another 

Sicture of a martyrdom done by Gaido, which was placed near it. A 
ebate afterwards happening about the merit of these two performances, 
Oarraokd dueided the dispute by only telling this foot Thus, as the 
poetdbservc% 

.... *Th« people*! voice it odd, 
It ii, and it it not, the voice of Qod.' 

(Pope.) M. 
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an annual festival, so as to secure the jnst application of it 
after ynnr death. Your question is prompted bj truly 
generou8 feeling ; but the answer is not very easy. Should 
you pay down the nwney to the C(>inmunity, the dHnger is 
that it may be squandered away. If you settle lands for 
that purpose, they will probably be neglected, as those of 
the public usually are. Upon the whole, then, I can think 
of no method more eligible than what I myself pursued 
in a parallel instance. Intending to give five hundred 
thousand sesterces * for the maintenance of children of both 
sexes who were bom of good families, I made a fictitious 
sale to the public agent of an estate in land which was 
worth considerably more, who nconveyed it back to me, 
charged with a yearly lent of thirty thousand sesterces.f 
By this means the principal was secured to the community, 
at the same time that the interest was certain, and the 
Sstate itself (as it was of much greater value than the rent 
charged upon it*) was always sure of finding a tenant. I 
am well aware, indeed, that by this method I have actually 
ffiyen moie than I appear to haye done, as the value of the 
fairest estate will he considerably dimininhed by the in- 
cumbrance with which it is charged. But the interest of 
the public ought always to take place of every private con- 
sideration, as what is eternal is to be preferred to what is 
mortal; and one's benefMotions ought to be a matter of 
much more careful consideration than one's own gains. 
FarewelL 



LETTEB XIX. To Priscos. 

The illness of my friend Fannia gives me great concern. 
She contracted it during her attendance on Junia, one 
of the Vestal virgins, engaging in this cood office at first 
Toluntarily, Junia being her relation, and afterwards being 

* About £B900. 

t About £240. It should seem by this passage that the rate of 
interest of moneT upon mortgage among the Romans in Plinv's time, 
or rather at the time when he wrote this letter (for no doubt it viuried 
with public drcumstancesX vas at 6 per cent as in the oonunou way 
of loan ; upon personal security, it appears, from the sixty-second letlei 
of the teatii book, to have been so high as 12 per ceni JC 
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appointed to it by an order from the college of priests : 
for the«e virgins, when excessive ill-health renders it 
neoessai-y to remove them from the temple of Vesta, ai^i 
alway^i delivered over to the oare and custody of some 
venerable matrcm. It was owing to her assiduity in the 
execution of this charge that she contracted her present 
dangerous disorder, which is a continual fever, attended 
with a cough that increases daily. Sl^e is extremely 
emaciated, and every part of her seems in a total decay 
except her spirits: those, indeed, she fully keeps up; 
and in a way altogether worthy the wife of Helvidius, 
and the daughter of llirasea. In all uther i-espects there 
is such a faUing away that I am more than apprehensive 
upon her account; 1 am deeply afflicted. 1 grieve, my 
friend, that so excellent a woman is going to be removed 
from the eyes of the world, which will never, fierhaps, 
again behold her equal. So pure she is, so pious, so wiue 
and prudent, so brave and steadfast I Twice she followed 
her husband into exile, and the third time she was 
banished herself upon his account. For Senecio, when 
arraigned for writing the life of Helvidius, having £aid 
in hia defence that he composed that work at the re- 
quest of Fannia, Metius Ckinu*, with a stem and threaten- 
ing air, asked her whether she had made that request, 
and she replied, * 1 made it.' Did she supply him likewise 
witii materials for the purpose? *Idid.' Was her mother 
piivy to this transaction? 'She was not.' In short, 
throughout her whido examination, not a word escaped 
her which betrayed the smallest fear. On the contrary, 
she had preserved a copy of those very books which the 
senate, over-awed by the tyranny of the tioies, had ordered 
to be suppressed, and at tne same time the e£fects of the 
author to be confiscated, and carried with her into exile 
the vtdry cause of her exile. How pleasing she is, how 
courteous, and (what is granted to few) no less loveable 
than worthy of all esteem and admiration 1 Will she 
hereafter be pointed out as a model to all wives; and 
perhaps be esteemed worthy of being set forth as an ex- 
ample of fortitude even to our sex ; since, while we still 
have the pleasure of seeing and conversing with her, 
we contemplate her with the same admiration^ as those 
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heroines who B^re celebrated in anoient story ? For myself, 
I confess, I cannot but tremble for this illubtrious honse* 
whidi seems shaken to its very fonndations, and ready to 
iiftll ; for though she will leave descendants behind her, 
yet what a height of virtue must they attain, what glorious 
deeds must they perform, ere the world will be persuaded 
that sbe was not the last of her fisimily ! It is an additional 
affliction and ang^sh to me that by her death I seem tn 
lose her mother a Second time ; that worthy mother (ana 
what can I say higher in her praise ?) of so noble a woman I 
who, as she was restored to me in her daughter, so she 
will now again be taken from me, and the loss of Fannia 
will thus pierce my heart at once with a fresh, and at 
the same time re-opened, wound. I so truly loved and 
honoured them both, that I know not which I loved the 
best; a point they desired might ever remain undeter- 
mined. In their prosperity and their adversity I did them 
every kindness in my power, and was their comforter in 
exile, as well as their avenger at their return. But I have 
not yet paid them what I owe, and am so much the more 
solicitous for the recovery of this lady, that I may have 
time to discharge my debt to her. Such is the anxiety 
and sorrow under which I write this letter I But if some 
divine power should happily turn it into joy, I shall not 
oomplain of the alarms 1 now suffer. Farewell. 



LETTER XX. To Tacitus. 

I have read your boiok through, and have marked as 
eorefnlly as I could the passages f think should be altered, 
and those which I am of opinion might be left out. It is 
as habitual to me to speak truth as it is agreeable to you 
to hear it, and indeed none are more patient of censure 
than those who have the best claim to applause. I now 
expect, in return, your observations upon the treatise of 
mine I lately sent you. Happy, noble interchange I and 
how delightful it is to think that posterity, if it shall con- 
oem itseu at all about us, will not cease to mention with 
what harmony, what freedom, what mutual confidence, we 
lived together! It will be an instance as remarkable as 

E 
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it IS UDoommon, that two persons nearly of the same ago 
and rank, and of some literary reputation (for sinoe I 
join mysdf with you, I am obliged to speak of you with 
more reserve), should thus mutually assist and promote 
eaoh other's studies. When I was a very young man, and 
you in the prime of your glory and reputation, I ardently 
desired t> follow in your steps, and to be considered, as 
well ss really to oome, next in character to you, though 
with a long interval between I And though there were, 
at that time, in Rome, many men of the most eminent 
abilities, yet you, of all others, appeared to me most suit- 
able for imitation, most worthy of imitation. I am the 
more rejoiced, then, to find that, in all companies where 
learning is the topic of conversation, we are always men- 
tioned together, and that my name immediately follows 
yours. It is true there are some who prefer one of us, 
perhaps, to the other ; but it makes not the slightest dif- 
ference to me in what order we are placed, so long as that 
we stand together ; for, in my estimation, whoever is next 
to you must necessarily precede every one else. And you 
ought to have noticed too that in wills,* unless by chance 
in the case of pai-ticular friendship to either of us, we are 
always equally considered, and that the legacies bequeathed 
to us are generally the same, both in number and value. 
Since, then, we are thus dosely linked together by our 
studies, manners, reputation, and even those last instances 
of human judgment, should not these things all tend to 
increase the warmth of our affection for each other. Fare- 
well. 

* ' It was the peooliar custom of Bame, for the clients and dependents 
of femiliee, to bequeath at their death to their patrons some consider- 
able part of their estates, as the most effectoal testimony of their 
respect and gratitude ; and the more a man reodved in this way, the 
more it redounded to his credit Thus Oioero mentions it to the 
honour of LucuUus, that, while he governed Asia as proconsul, many 
great estates were left to him by wul. And Nepos tells us, in praise 
of Atticus, that he succeeded to many inheritances of the same kind 
oequeathed to him on no other aocoimt than of his firiendly and 
amiable temper. Oioero. when he was fiUsely reproached by Antony 
with being neglected on these occasions, declared in his reply, that he 
had gained from this dngle article about two hundrea tlumaaad 
poonds/ ]fiddleton*s Life of ToUy. ▼. ii 514. M. 
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LETTER XXL To Oornutus. 

I obey your oommands, my dearent colleague, and oosault 
the weaniese of my eyes. Accordingly I came hither in 
a covered litter, in wluoh I was as much sheltered as if 1 
hfid been in my own room. I forbear too (with reluctance 
indeed, however I do forbear) both writing and reading, 
and study only with m^ ears. By drawing the curtains 
of my room, 1 darken it, without making it quite dark, 
and when I walk in in^ covered portico, 1 close the lower 
row of windows, and in this way enjoy as much shade as 
light* Thus I accustom myself to the light, by degrees. 
The bath doing me good in this case, I allow myself it, 
juHi as I allow myself wine because it does not hurt me ; 
but in great moderation. These are my habits you know, 
but particularly now that I have one * who is always by 
me, to look after me. I received the fowl, with great 
pleasure as coming from you ; and weak as my eyes still 
are, they are strong enough, however, to see what a 6ne 
plump one it is. Farewell. 

LETTER XXn. To Faloo. 

You will not wonder at my so earnestly pressing you to 
confer the tribunate upon tny friend, when you shall be 
informed who and what he is ; and as you have engaged 
me your promise in his favour, I may now acquaint you 
with his name and character. It is Cornelius MinutianuR, 
who both in rank and del^ert is the ornament of that pro- 
vince to which I owe my birth. He is of noble Damily and 
abundant means, and yet he pursues his studies with as 
much application as if the necessity of his circumstances 
required it. He is a most upright judge, a most strenuous 
advocate, a most fiadthful fnend. You will look upon the 
obligation as done to yourself when you shall have an 
opportunity of becoming better acquainted with the man 
who (not to speak in too lofty terms of one so modest in 
the extreme) is equal to all the honours and titles that can 
be conferred upon him. FarewelL 

^ Ueaning hlf wife, perhapi^ or hii physioian. Jt 

B 2 
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LETTER XXIII. To Fabatos (h%8 wi/eU grand/aiker). 

I am sincerely glad you find yourself bo &r recovered 
as to be able to meet Tiro at Mediolanum ; * but that you 
may continue as strong, let me beg of you to spare your- 
self a fatigue so improper for a man of your years. I 
must insist then that you wait for him at Comum, and 
that you do not stir out of your own house, nor even out 
of your chamber, to receive him. As I love him with the 
affection of a brother, it would be unreasonable he should 
expect from the person whom I honour as my parent a 
pomt of ceremony which he would spare his own. Fare- 
well. 

LETTER XXIV. To Gemihius. 

Numidia Quadratilla is dead, having almost reached her 
eightieth year. She enjoyed, up to her last illness, unin- 
terrupted eood health, sna was unusually stout and robust 
for one of her sex. She has left a very prudent will, 
having disposed of two-thirds of her estate to her grand- 
son, and the rest to her grand-daughter. The young lady 
I know very slightly, but the grandson is one of my most 
intimate friends. He is a remarkable young man, and bis 
merit entitles him to the affection of a relation, even 
where his blood does not. Notwithstanding his remark- 
able personal beauty, he escaped every malicious imputation 
both whilst a boy and when a youth : he was a husband at 
fou^-and-twenty, and would have been a fetther if Provi- 
dence had not disappointed his hopes. He lived in the 
&mily with his grandmother, who was exceedingly 
devoted to the pleasures of the town, yet observed great 
severity of conduct himself, while always perfectly deferen- 
tial and submissive to her. Sbe retained a set of panto- 
mimes,! and was an encourager of this class of people to a 

* Milan. 

t Theee pantomimes were, as their name imports, uni?eraal mimioa, 
whose humour consisted in imitating the peculiar manner and gesture 
of particular persons. They were at first mtroduced upon the stege, as 
Scaliger supposes^ to succeed the chorus and comedies, and divert the 
audience with apish poetmres and antic dances. In alter times those 
interludes became distinct entertainments, and were exhibited apart 
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degree inoonsistent with one of her sex and rank. Bnt 
Quadratns never appeared at these entertainments, whether 
she elhibited them in the theatre or in her own house ; 
nor indeed did she reanire him to be present. I once 
heard her say, when she was recommending to me the 
Hnpervision of her grandson's studies, that it was her 
oustoni, in order to pass away some of those unemployed 
hours with whioh female life abounds, to amuse herself with 
playing at chess,* or seeing the mimicry of her pantomimes ; 

from other plays. Bnt the use of these pantomimes was not confined to 
the stage only, for Suetonius informs us, they were introduced in funeral 
solemnities, in order to represent the manner of the deceased. JIf. 

* This game, among the Romans, seems to have been much of the 
same naturo with modem chess. Their men, whioh they called oaieuU 
or latruneuli, were made sometimes of wax, and sometimes of glass, 
and were distinguished by black and white colours. The inyentfon of 
it has been carried by some so high as the siege of Troy, but Peter 
Texeiras, in his history of Persia (as quoted by Pitiscus in his Lex. 
Antiq. Bom.), imagines it to be of Fersian original, because, says he, in 
all countries where this game is played, the names of the men are 
either the same with, or plainly a corruption of those given to them in 
the Persian laneuoge. Allunons to this game are frequent in the 
elassio writers; but the fullest description of it is contained in the 
following lines, taken from the little poem addressed to Piso, which is 
to be found at the end of some editions of Lncan, and la generallf 
ascribed to that author: 

' Te ii forte JwHxty studionim pmdere fesnmif 
N<m languere iamen, lusuaque tiwoere per aiiem, 
CaUidiore modo Tchula variatw aperia 
Cakultu, et vUreo peragwiiur nUlite Mia, 
Ui niveus nigros, nuno et niger aUiget atbos. 
Bed tUbi qwU non terga deditf quia te duoe ceeeii 
CoJovUtuf cait quit non pertturue perdidU hottemf 
MUte modii aciee twi dmUoat : UUpetentem 
JDum fugUf ipse rapit : hngo venii &le receem 
Qw* HetU «a apecmie : hio se oommittere rixae * 

Audet, et inpraedam venietUem decipit hoetem: 
AndpUee aubit iHe moroB^ tmUlieque ligato 
Obiigat ipse duoe : hio ad nuyora mooeturj 
Ut oUue et fracta prorwnpat tn agmxna mofM^v, 
Chmaque a^ecto populaiur moenia vallo, 
ItUerea, aeetia qwtmoia aoerrima turgunt 
Pradia mUHSbia^ plena tamen ipee phalange^ 
Aut etiampauoo epoliata mUiie oinoif, 
Mi Ubi oty^ivae reaomit Momit vtraque iwhae* 

Ad PisoB. PoftmatioB. 
[TRAKIULTIOa. 
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bat that, wheneyer she engaged in either of those amnse* 
ments, she oonstantly sent away her grandson to his studies : 
she appeared to me to aet thus as muoh out of reverence 
for Uie youth as from affection. I was a good deal sur- 
prised, aa I am sure you will be too, at what he told me 
the laiBt time the Pontifical * games were exhibited. As 
we were coming out of the theatre together, where we 
had been entertained with a show of these pantomimes. 
Do you know,' said he, ' to-day is the first time I ever saw 
my grandmother's freedman dance ? ' Such was the grand- 
son's speech I while a set of men of a far different stamp, in 
order to do honour to Quadratilla (I am ashamed to call it 
honour), were running up and down the theatre, pretend" 

TRAMBLATIOir. 

* When, to relieye the Ubonn of thy mind, 
lliou turn'st from deep research in arte refin'd, 
Not in toft indolence jou waste the hour, 
Bat happier genius still exerts its pow'r ; 
To mimic war the radiant troops are led, 
And martial ranks the yaried table spread ; 
There sable bands, and here a snow-white train, 
With doubtful fate of war the fight maintain. 
But who with thee shall dare dispute the field ? 
Led br thy hand, what warrior Icnows to yield ? 
Or if he fall, he falls with glorious pride, 
His yanquished foe extended by hb side. 
Unnumber'd stratagems thy forces try : 
Kow artful feign, and only feign, to fly. 
Now boldly rushes 'midst the ranks of war 
The chief who yiew'd the slaueht'ring scene from far. 
TMs, brayely daring in the arduous toil, 
Repels the host adyandng to the spoil. 
While cautious that moyes dreadful on and slow, 
And fraudfiil meditates the certain blow ; 
What though in guise a slaye he seems in chains, 
Two captiyes He in durance close detains. 
But see yon hero with impetuous haste 
Bursts through the ranks, and lays the ramparts waste. 
While thus the mighty battle glows around. 
And prostrate chiefs bestrew the well-fought ground, 
fuU and unbroken lo I thy squadrons stand. 
Or foarce one warrior lost of thy command ; 
The captiye crowds thy yictory proclaim. 
And foes confess thy undisputed fame.' M. 

* The priesta, as well as other magistrates, exhibited publio gnniM 
lo the people when they entered upon their office. Jlf. 
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ing to be strnck with the utmost admiration and rapture 
at the performances of those pantomimes, and then imi- 
tating in musioal chant the mien and manner of their 
lady patroness. But now all the reward they have eot» 
in return for their theatrical performances, is just a few 
trivial legacies, which they nave the mortification to 
receiTO from an heir who was never so much as present 
at these shows. — I send you this account, knowing you do 
not dislike hearing town news, and because, too, when any 
occurrence has given me pleasure, I love to renew it again, 
by relating it. And indeed this instance of affection in 
Quadratilla, and the honour done therein to that excellent 
youth her grandson, has afforded me a very sensible satis- 
faction ; as I extremelv rejoice that the house which once 
belonged to Cassius,* the founder and chief of the Oassian 
school, is come into the possession of one no less consider- 
able than its former master. For my friend will fill it and 
become it as he ought, and its andent dignity, lustre, and 
gloiy will again revive under Quadi-atus, who, I am per- 
suaded, will prove as eminent an orator as Cassius was a 
lawyen Farewell. 



LETTER XXV. To RuFua 

O the numbers of learned men modesty conceals, or love 
of retirement withdraws from^ public fame ! and yet when 
we are ffoinff to speak or recite in public, it is the judg- 
ment only of professed critics we stand in awe of: whereas 
those who ctutivate learning quietly and to themselves 
have in so far a higher claim to regard in that they pay a 
tribute of silent reverence to whatever is great in works of 

fmius : an observation which I give vou upon experience 
erentius Junior having gone through the military duties 
suitable to a person of equestrian rank, and discharged 
with great int^rity the poet of receiver-general of the 
revenues in Narbonensian Qaiil,f retired to his estate, 

* A famous lawyer who flonriahed in the leign of the emperor 
Claadiua : ttioee who followed hia opiniona were Bald to be Oaaaiana, or 
of the aohool of OaaBiua. M. 

t One of the four principal diyiaioiia of ancient Gaol : it wtended 
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preferring the enjoyment of an unintermpted tranquillity 
to those honours that awaited his servioes. He invited mo 
lately to his house, where, looking upon him only as a 
worthy head of a &mily, and an industrious farmer, I 
started suoh topics as I imagined him to be mostyersed in. 
But he soon turned the conversation, entering with oon« 
siderable display of learning upon subjects of literature. 
With what purity and delicacy did he express himself in 
Latin and Greek ! for he is such a master of both that which- 
ever he speaks seems to be the language he particularly 
excels in. How extensive and varied in his reading ! how 
tenacious his memory 1 You would not imagine him the 
inhabitant of an ignorant country village, but of polite 
Athens herself. In short, his conversation has increased 
my anxiety about my works, and taught me to revere the 
judgment of these retired country gentlemen as much as 
that of more known and distinguisned literati. Let me 
persuade you to consider them in the same light; for, 
oelieve me, upon a careful observation, you will find that 
as in the army the best soldiers, so in literature, the best 
scholars are often concealed under the most unoouth 
appearances. Farewell. 



LETraR XXVI. To Maximus. 

The lingering disorder of a friend of mine gave me 
occasion lately to reflect that we are never so good as when 
oppressed wiili illness. Where is the sick man who is either 
solicited by avarice or inflamed with lust? At sudti a 
season he is neither a slave of love nor the fool of ambition ; 
wealth he utterly disregards, and is content with ever so 
small a portion of it, as being upon the point of leaving 
even that littla It is then he recollects there are gods, 
and that he himself is but a man : * no mortiJ is thien the 

from the Pyrenean MountainB, which separate France from Spain, to 
the Alps, which divide it from ItaW, and comprehended Langaedoo, 
Proyence, Daaphiny, and Savoy. 3L 

* The awakeoing power of adversity in general is so heantifrdly de- 
■orihed by the banished duke in Shakespeare's As You like It that it 
will not, perhaps, be impertinent to take the privilege of a oommentat<^ 
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object of his envy, liis admiration, or his oontempt ; and 
the tales of slander neither raise his attention nor feed 
his onriositj : his dreams are only of baths and fountains.* 
These are the snpreme objects of his oares and wishes^ 
while he resolTes, if he should recoYer, to pass the re- 
mainderof his days in ease and tranquillity, that is, to live 
innocently and happily. I may therefore lay do^-n to yon 
and myself a short mle, whioh the philosophers have 
endeavonred to inonloate at the expense of many words, 
and even many volumes ; that * we should try and realise 
in health those resolutions we form in siokneas.' Fare- 
well. 



LETTER XXVn. To Sura. 

The present recess from busiuess we are now enjoying 
affords yon leisure to give, and me to receive, instruction. 
I am extremely desirous therefore to know whether yon 
believe in the existence of ghosts, and that they have a 
real form, and are a sort of divinities, or only the visionary 
impressions of a terrified ima^nation ? What pai*ticalarly 
inclines me to believe in their existence is a story f which 
1 heard of Onrtins Rufus. When he was in low circnm- 
stances and unknown in the world, he attended the governor 
of Africa into that province. One evening, as he was walk- 
ing in the public portico, there appeared to him the figure 
of a woman, of unusual size and of beauty more than 
human. And as he stood there, terrified and astonished, 
she told him she was the tutelary power that presided over 

and produce it as a parallel pasaage, especially as the thought in the 
second line is ezaotlj the aame with this of Pliny's before us : 

' This is no flatt«ry : These are counsellors 
That feelingly penuade me whctt I am. 
Sweet are the nses of adyersitj, 
Wbich like the toad, nglj and Tenomons, 
Wears jet a predoos jewel in his head.' 

Actii.so.i. JU, 

* The ancient physicians adyised bathing as of soTereign eflSoaey in 
nurions disorders. If. 

t This story is likewise related by Tadtns in the nth book of his 
Annals, chap. xxi. Jf. 
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Afrioa, and wm oom^ to inform him of the future evente 
of his life : that he should go haok to Borne, to enjoy high 
honours there, and return to that proyince invested with 
the proconsular dignity, and there should die. Evenr 
ciroumstance of this pi-ediotion actually oame to pass, ft 
is said farther that upon his arrival at Oarthage, as he 
was coming out of the ship, the same figure met him upon 
the shore. It is certain, at least, that heing seized with a 
fit of illness, though there were no symptoms in his case 
that led those about him to despair, he instantly gave up 
all hope of recovery ; judging, apparently, of the truth of 
the fiiture part of the prediction by what had already 
been fulfilled, and of the approaching misfortune from his 
former prosperity. Now the following story, which I am 
going to tell you just as I heard it, is it not more terrible 
than the former, while quite as wonderful ? There was at 
Athens * a large and roomy house, which had a bad name, 
80 that no one could live there. In the dead of the night 
a noise, resembling the clashing of iron was frequently 
heard, which, if you listened more attentively, sounded 
like the rattling of chains, distant at first, but approach- 
ing nisarer by degrees : immediately afterwards a spectre 
appeared in tne form of an old man, of extremely emaciated 
and squalid appeai-anoe, with a long beard and dishevelled 
hair, rattling tne chains on his feet and hands. The dis- 
tressed occupants meanwhile passed their wakeful nights 
under the most dreadful terrora imaginable. This, as it 
broke their rest, ruined their health, and brought on dis- 
tempers, their terror grew upon them, and death ensued* 
Even in the day time, thougn the spirit did not appear, 
yet the impression remained so strong upon their imagi- 
nations that it still seemed before their eyes, and kept 
them in perpetual alarm. Consequently the house was at 
length deserted, as being deemed absolutely uninhabitable ; 
so uiat it was now entirely abandoned to the ghost. How- 
ever, in hopes that some tenant might be found who was 
ignorant of this very alarming circumstance, a bill was 
put up, giving notice that it was either to be let or sold. 

* Lnoian ridionlee a 11017 pretty muoh lesembling thii, but laji tl e 
aoeneolitinOorinth. M. 
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It happened that Athenodonis * the philosopher oame to 
Athens at this time, and, reading the bill, enquired the 
prioe. The extraordinary oheapness raised his snspioion ; 
nevertielefi^ when he heard the whole story, he vtbb so 
far from being disoonra^ed that he was more strongly 
inolined to hire it, and, m short, aotaally did so. When 
it gi-ew towards eveniDg, he ordered a conoh to be prepared 
for him in the front part of the house, and, after calling for 
a light, t gether with his penoil and tablets, dii^cted tdl 
his people to retire. But tiliat his mind might not, for 
want ot euiployment, be open to the yain terrors of imstfi^ 
nary noises and spirits, he applied himself to writing with 
the utmost attention. The nrst part of the night passed 
in entire silenoe, as usual ; at length a clanking of iron and 
rattling of chains was heard: however, he neither lifted 
up his eyes nor laid down his pen, but in order to keep 
oalm and ooUected tried to pass the sounds off to himse£p 
as something else. The noise increased and advanced 
nearer, till it seemed at the door, and at last in the cham* 
ber. He looked up, saw, and recognised the ghost ex- 
actly as it had been described to him : it stood before him, 
beckoning with the finger, like a person who calls another. 
Athenodorus in reply made a sign with his hand that it 
should wait a little, and threw his eyes again upon his 
papers; the ghost tiien rattled its chains over the head 
of the philosopher, who looked up upon this, and seeing 
it beckoning as before, immediately arose, and, light in 
hand, fiiUowed it. The p^host slowly stalked along, as if 
encumbered with its chains, and, turning into the area of 
the house, suddenly vanished. Athenodorus, being ^us 
deserted, make a mark with some grass and leaves on the 
spot where the spirit left him. Tbe next day he gave 
information to the magistrates, and advised them to order 
that spot to be dug* up. This was accordingly done, and 
the skeleton of a man in chains was found &ere ; for the 
body, having lain a considerable time in the ground, was 
putrefied and mouldered away from the fetters. The 
bones being collected together were publicly buried, and 
thus after the ghost was appeased by the proper cere 

* A Btoio philosopher and native of Tarans. He was tutor fbr sons 
time to OotoYinSi afterwazds AugusCtai^ Oaeaar. 
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monies, the bouse was Launted no more. This story I 
believe upon tbe credit of others ; what I am going to 
mention, 1 give vou npon my own. I have a freedman 
named Marcus, who is by no means illiterate. One night,* 
as he and his younger brother were lyine together, he 
&ncied he saw somebody upon his bed, who took out a 
pair of scissors, and out off the hair from the top part of 
his own head, and in the morning, it appeared his hair 
was actually cut, and the clippings lay scattered about the 
floor. A short time after this, an event of a similar nature 
contributed to give credit to the former story. A young 
lad of mv £uniiy was sleeping in his apartment with the 
rest of his companions, when two persons clad in white 
came in, as he says, through the windows, cut off his hair 
as he lay, and then returned the same way they entered. 
The next morning it was found that this boy had been 
served just as the other, and there was the hair again, 
spread about the room. Nothing remarkable indeed fol- 
lowed these events, unless perhaps that I escaped a pro- 
secution, in which, if Domitian (during whose reign this 
happened) had lived some time longer, I should certainly 
have been involved. For after the death of that emperor, 
articles of impeachment against me were found m his 
scftt/ors, which had been exhibited by Carus. It may 
therefore be conjectured, since it is customary for persons 
under any public accusation to let their hair grow,t this 
cutting off the hair of my servants was a sign I should 
escape the imminent danger that threatened me. Let me 

* Those who aie nnaoquftinted with the geniui of the anclsnt 
Bomaiis may be inclined to think meanly of our author*8 judgment, 
from this and the following story ; but when it is remembered that ^e 
greatest characters which we meet with amon^ that illustrious people 
are aU strongly marked with a vein of superstition, no particular charge 
of weak oreduuty can with justice be brought from hence against Pliny. 
The truth is, it was a national turn, and countenanced by the constitu- 
tion of their government, insomuch that omens, even of the lowest kind, 
were ooosideretl previous to every step either of foreign or domestic 
oonoem : and the wisest and gravest of their historians, Livy not ex- 
cepted, have given evidence to accounts of this nature. Even a noUo 
historian among our own countrymen has not scrupled to insert a relation 
of the same kind and credibili^, in his history of the civil wars. MT 

t * Letting the hair grow long was a chief feature of the ** squalor " 
wlUoh persons in affliction assumed.' (Church and Biodribb.^ 
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desire you tben to give this qaestion your mature oon* 
flideration. The subieot deserves your examination ; as, I 
trust, I am not myself altogether unworthy a partioi nation 
in the abundanoe of your superior knowledge. And tnough 
vou should, as usual, balance between two opinions, yet I 
nope you will lean more on one side than on the other, 
lest, whilst I consult j|rou in order to have my doubt 
settled, you should dismiss me in the same suspense and 
indecision that occasioned you tbe present application. 
Farewell. 



LETTEB XXVni. To SKPrraus. 

You tell me certain persons have blamed me in your 
company, as being upon all occasions too layish in the 
praise I give my friends. I not only acknowledge the 
charge, but gloiy in it ; for can there be a nobler error 
than an overflowing benevolence? But still, who are 
these, let me ask, that are better acquainted with my 
friends than I am myself? Yet grant there are any such, 
why will they deny me the satisfaction of so pleasing a 
mistake? Fur supposing my friends not to deserve the 
highe&t encomiums I give them, yet I am happy in be- 
lieving they do. Let them recommend then this malig- 
nant zeal to those (and their number is not inconsiderable) 
who imagine they show their judgment when they indulge 
their censure upon their friends. As for myself, they will 
never be able toporsuade me I can be guilty of an excess* 
in friendship. Farewell. 



LETTER XXIX. To Moktahus. 

It would raise your laughter first, and then your indigna- 
tion, and perhaps, after having composed yourself a little, 
you would be inclined to laugh again, were you to read 
what you will scarcely give credit to without reading it 

* Balzao very prettily obserres: 'II y a des rivih'eB mti ne /oni 
famaU tont de hien qw auand eUe§ m dAorderU ; de mim§, tamiHf n*a 
Hen meiUeur que lexcit, M. 
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for yourself. I lately observed in the Tiburtine road,* 
within the first mile-stone, a monument ereoted to the 
memory of Pallaa,t with the following insoription : * thi 

SBXATB DECREED TO HIM, AS A BSWAUD FOB HIS FIDSLITT AND 
AFFECTION TO HIS PATRONS, THE HONOUR OF THE PRAETORIAN 
ORNAMENTS,} TOGETHER WITH THE SUM OF FIFTEEN MILUON OP 
8B3TERCBS : § BUT HE WAS OONTENTBD WITH AOCEPTINQ ONLY THE 

HONOUR.' I am not indeed apt to wonder at distinotions of 
this sort, whioh are oftener the gift of Fortune than of 
Judgment ; but I oould not help refleotin^, when 1 read 
this inscription, how empty and r]diouU>U8 are those 
honours which are thus sometimes thrown away upon dirt 
and infamy ; whioh suoh a rascal, in short, had the assur- 
anoe both to accept and to refuse, and then actually publish 
to posterity as an example of his singular moderation 1 
Yet why should I feel indignant ? Let me rather treat it as 
a matter for laughter, that suoh creature^ may not flatter 
themselves they have obtained anything very consideiable, 
when their honours only expose them to a severer ridioulOb 
Farewell. 



LBTTBB XXX. To Qenitor. 

I am so grieved to hear in your letter that you have lost 
such a promising pupil. Need I be informed that his sick- 
ness and death must have interrupted your studies, know- 
ing, as I do, with what scrapulous care you fulfil every 
duty, and how unbounded your affection is to all those 
whom you esteem ? As for myself, town business pursues 
me even here, and I am not out of the reach of people 
who would make me either their judge or their arbitrator. 
To this I must add, not only the continual complaints of 

* The xoad leading to Tivoli, in Campania. M. 

t He waa at fint a slave in the oourt of Olaudius Gaesar, who afkeiw 
witfda gave him his freedom, and raised him to his chief fayour. The 
patrons mentioned in this Uisoription aie that emperor and his oonsort 
Agrippina, to whom Pallas had likewise reoommcuded himself by soma 
eigniu services. M. 

X The senate, as a mark of honourable distinction, would sometimet 
decree the privilege of wearing ornaments peculiar to certain dignities, 
to persons who had not eiyoyed the officr 'o whioh those omaEaeati 
^ M About £117,000. 
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the farmers, who claim a sort of prescriptive right to try 
my patience as they please ; but the neoessity too of letting 
out my farms : a yerv troublesome business, as it is so rare 
to meet with suitable tenants. For these reasons I can 
only study by snatches ; still however I do study. I some- 
times read, and sometimes compose ; but my reading shows 
me, by comparison, what an inferior writer I am. Though 
really you give me great encouragement when you oom- 
pare the piece I wrote in vindication of Helvidius to the 
oration of Demosthenes against Midias.* I confess I had 
that speech by me wh«n I composed mine ; not that I pre- 
tended to rival it (that would have been presumption, mad- 
ness almoFt !), but I endeavoured at least to imitate it, as 
far as the difference of our subjects would admit, and as 
nearly as a genius of the lowest rank can copy one of the 
highest. Farewell. 



LETTEB XXXL To Oornutus. 

Claudius Follio is extremely desirous of your friendtship, 
and he deserves it not only for that reason, but because he 
o£fer6 you his ; as indeed few ever request the one without 
being disposed to give the other. For the rest, he is an 
tipright, nonest, ^od-natared man, and modest, I had 
almost said, bejrond measure ; if indeed it is possible to be 
so. We served in the army together, where he commanded 
a troop of horse, and I had a better opportunitv of studying 
his character than merely what his being my feUow-soldier 
gave me. I was appointed by the lieutenant-general to 
examine the accounts of the several companies, and as I 
discovered many instances of gioss avarice and neglect of 
duty in those oi some, so I found the highest integrity and 
most assiduous care in his. He afterwards rose to veiy con- 
siderable employments in the management of the revenue, 
yet no temptations could turn aside the innate bias of his 
soul from honesty, no prosperity pu£f him up, but he pre- 
served, in all his various posts, hishonour and his humanity 
unimpeached ; while he supported the fatigues of business 
mtik the same firmness and strength of mind he now dis- 

• Written 855 M., but never 'eUvered. M., 
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plavB in Lis retreat. He once indeed intermitted and laid 
asiae his retirement for a Hhort time, greatly to his credit, 
being called by my worthy friend Corellius to his assist- 
ance, in purchasing and dividing out those lands which 
were assigned the public by the liberality of the emperor 
Nerra.* And could there be anything more to hia 
honour than to be thus specially singled out from bo 
many others, by so eminent a man ? You may judge how 
fiitithfully he reveres the sacred ties of friendship, by oast' 
ing your eyes upon the last wills f of several of his friends, 
particularly that of Annus Bassus, one of our most con- 
siderable citizens. PoUio (cultivating, as he does, litera- 
ture, as well as every other valuable endowment) has 
published, with the grateful object of perpetuating and 
extending the memory of Bassus, an account of his life ; a 
circumstance too uncommon and too generous not to be 
applauded, since the generality of the world seldom men- 
tion the dead, unless to complain of them. Receive, then, 
this worthy man, greatly desirous (believe me) of your 
friendship, embrace him, nay even invite him to accept 
of it, give him your love, as though you owed it him ; for he 
who makes the first friendly advances cannot so properly 
be said to solicit as to olaim a return. Farewell. 



LETTER XXXn. To Pabatus (hi$ wife's grandfather). 

I am extremely pleased that the arrival of my friend 
Tiro was agreeable to you. But above all I reioioe that 
you made use (as your letter informs me) of the oppor- 
tunity which the presence of the proconsul afforded you, of 
manumitting | several of your slaves. For I wish to see our 
country improved by every possible means, and particu- 
larly by an increase of citizens, as that, of all others, is the 
strongest ornament a community can receive. I am pleased 
too (not out of a spirit of vanity, however I am pleased 

* Nerva restored to the Bomans all that Domitiaa had plundered 
thorn of, and gare a very large sum of money to be laid out in the pur* 
obaee of lands for the support of decayed fiunilies. 

t See lettor xx. of this book, note *. 

} Bee lettor xyt of this book. 
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I confess) with what jou add, that both you and I have 
been honoured, upon this oooasion, with thanks and pt-aiso ; 
for, as Xenophon observes, ' Praise is the sweetebt strain 
the ear takes in ' ; espeoially when we think we deserve 
it. Farewell. 



LETTEB XXXIII. To Tacitus. 

I predict (and I am persuaded I shall not be deceived) 
that vour histories will be immortaL I frankly own there« 
fore * I so much the more earnestly wish to find a place in 
them. If we are generally carefm to have our faces taken 
by the best artists, ought we not to desire that our actions 
may be celebrated, by an author of your distinguished 
abilities ? I therefore call your attention to the following 
matter, which, though it cannot have escaped your notice, 

* As 101116 ingenious writers bare aifected to draw a oompariBon 
between our autbor and Gioero, to the diaadTantage of the former, it 
will not, it is hoped, be thought any want of rererenoe to a cbaimcter 
whidi desenres the highest Tenention from OTerr admirer of the fine 
arts to set before the lesder an instance where Piinv greatly outshines 
that noble tzample he was, upon all oooasions, so desirous of oopyiog. 
There is a letter of Oioero's extant, to the same purpose as uiis off 
Pliny's, addressed to his friend Luoceius,* who was writing the histoid 
of his own times. The agreeable Montaigne condemns Uitm both as 
instences of immodeiate ambition, and obsenres that ' fortune, as it 
were in pure spite, has taken oare to hand down to us the Tanitr of 
these requests, whUe she has long since destroyed the histories they 
solicited. * Let it be remarked, howoTer, in iuHttce to our auttior, tha^ 
upon a comparison of the two letters, the ambition of Pliny will appear 
far more reasonable than that of Oicero ; for the latter does not scruple 
to press his friend to transgress the rules of history, and break through 
the boundu of truth in his favour : * T0 plane eiiam aiqne eliam rogo^ ui 
€l omot ea vehemmiitu eOam quam farkme Mn<<>, etinea lege$ hitlortae 
negliffos, amorique no§lfo pttucuhnn eliam quam eoneedU vemoi largirei* 
whereas Pliny, with a fin* nobler spirit, expressly declares be does not 
desire Tadtus should heighten the iaci, and that actions of real worth 
need only to be set in their true light. In Cicero's letter we read the 
extrayagant dictates of the most immoderate ambition ; and he himself 
eopifesses he had not the assurance to look his friend in the fiioe whils 
hd proposed them : * Obrom me ieewn eadem haee agere $aepe eonaniem 
deierruii pudort' in PUny's we see nothing but what is agreeable to 
cool sense, and the honest ambition of one who was conscious he had 
acted well, and desixdus posterity should know it M. 

» Wf. Pan. U^ia. ^Tom. I, 329. 
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as it is mentioned in the public joui-nals,* still I call your 
Attention to, that you may the more readily believe how 
agreeable it will be to me that this action, greatly height* 
ened by the risk which attended it, should receive addi« 
tional lustre from the testimony of a man of your powei-s. 
The senate appointed Horennius Senedo, and myself, 
counsel for the pi*ovince of Baetica, in their impeachment 
of Boebius Massa. He was condemned, and the house 
ordered his eflEecta to be seized into the hands of the 
public oflScer. Shortly after, Senecio, having learnt that 
the consuls intended to sit to hear petitions, came and said 
to me, * Let us fp together, and petition them with the 
same unanimity in which we executed the office which 
had been enjoined us, not to suffitr Massa's effects to be 
dissipated by those who were appointed to preserve them.* 
J answered, ' As we were counsel in this afuiir by order of 
the senate, I recommend it to your consideration whether 
it would be proper for us, after sentence passed, to inter- 
pose any farther.' * You are at liberty/ said he, * to pre- 
scribe what bounds you nlease to your^elf, who have no 
particular connections witn the pi evince, except what arieie 
from your late services to them; but then I was born 
there, and enjoyed the post of quaestor among them.' * If 
such,' I replied, * is your determined resolution, I am ready 

* Whether Pliny means by the pMiea aeta the journal of the 
senate, or what Tacitus' and Suetonius' call the diuma oota, may 
admit of a doubt The former seems to have been exactly in the nature 
of our votes of the House of Oommons, wherein a short account was 
giyen to the public of what passed in the senate ; the latter appears 
very mudi to resemble our Oazette, being an authorized narrative of 
the transactions worthy of notice whk^ happened in Borne. Petronius 
has given us the fonn of the latter of these, in his account of Trimal- 
chio ; and as it may not, perhaps, be nnentertainin^ to tbe English 
reader to see how exactly a Soman newspaper runs m the style of a 
modem one, tiie following is an article or two out of it. 

* On the 26th of July, 80 boys and 40 girls were bom at Trimalchio's 
estate at Ouma.' 

' At the same time a slave was put to death for uttering disrespectful 
words against his lord.' 

* The same day a fire broke out in Pompey*s gardens, which began 
In the night, in the steward's apartment.' Petxon. Sutyr. p. 196, ed 
Var. Jf. 

> AaaaL 30, 31. • I» J Caesar. ^ 



Digitized by 



Google 



Vnm 83.] THB LETTERS OF FLINT. 26f 

to accompany jon, that wbateyer resentment may be the 
consequence of this affair, it may not fall singly npon 
yourself.' We accordingly proceeded to the consuls, where 
Benecio said what was pertinent to the affair, and I added 
s few words to the same effect. Scarcely had we ended 
when Mas<a, complaining that Senecio had not acted 
a^^inst him with the fidelity of an advocate, but the 
bitterness of an enemy, desired he might be at liberty to 
prosecute him for treason.* This occasioned general con- 

^ The lesder will ondonbtedly be ■nrpriaed to find a proseontioii of 
ireamm, founded merely upon a raneetkm of miaoondact in the manage- 
ment of a private trial but this diffloalty will be deared, perhaps, dj 
ooDsideriDg the oharaoter of Domitian, in whose reign tbfti transaction 
happened. To show any dislike to those who were the Iktourites of 
that in&raona emperor was oonstmed by him into an act of treaton 
against himaelfl lie could gather that poisonous weed ^as our author 
In his panegyric strongly expresses it) eren from the barren sands of 
the theatre (erindna mafettalU$ in arena coUiqebal); for not to admire 
bis Tery glaoiators ^as deemed, in those wretoned times, an act of dis- 
loyalty. If therefore Massa was in the good graces of Domitian, it 
would hate been very easy for the former to strain the honest seal 
which Senecio had shown in conductiDg this cause into an instance of 
disrespect to the emperor. And the character which Tacitus gives of 
this Massa strtmgly supports that supposition, for he describes him 
as the bane of erery good man, and an instrument of those calomities 
which the Romans suifered under Domitian ; ' Optimo euiano exiUowi^* 
says he, * el in oauaaa nudorum quae inlimu$,' (Tacit Hist L 4, 50.) It 
must be owned, howerer, that tne expression in the original (po$tulalio 
impieUUii) does not so absolutely and necessarily imply a prosecution 
of treason, but that it roa^ admit of another interpretation. Accord- 
ingly, a ffentleman of distmguished learning, who faToured the trans- 
lator with his sentiments upon this passage, has offered a oouiecture 
much too inffenious to be suppressed. ' It was the practice ' (he ob- 
seryes) ' of the anotents, that all deposits, trusts, sequestrations, will^ 
fto., should be lodged hi the most secure and unsuspected places; 
accordingly, they chose their temples for that purpose^ and the priests 
were of oourse the legal sequestrators : 

' ** Noi ibi apud TheoHmvm omne aurwn d^posuimuif 
Qui Hiio Booerdoi tet in Dianae Ephesiae,'*^ 

* Plant Booch. 

And of this the daasio and ciTil-law books furnish abundant proof. He 



1 TBAKSLATION. 

.. . * The gold, we with 
Theotimns deposited, a priest 
Of tbs Ephsiian Dian.' (Thomton.) 

6 2 
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iitemation. Whereupon I rose np; *Mo6t noble oonsula, 
Baid I, * I am afraid it should seem that Ma»^a has taoitly 
charged me with having favoured him in this cause, sinoe 
he did not think proper to join me with Seneoio in the 
desired proseoution.' This short speech was immediately 
received with applause, and afterwards got much talked 
about everywhere. The late emperor Nerva (who, though 
at that time in a private station, yet interested himself m 
every meritorious action performed in public) wrote a 
most impressive letter to me upon the occasion, in which 
he not only congratulated me, but the age which had pro* 
duced an example so much in the spirit {as he was pleased 
to call it) of the good old days. But, whatever be the 
actual fact, it lies in your power to raise it into a flprander 
and more conspicuously illustrious position, thou^ I am 
far from desiring you in the least to exceed the bounds of 
reality. History oujght to be guided by strict truth, and 
worthy actions require nothing moi-e. Farewell. 

thinki therefore that an ioBhiiiation that Hassa had heen tamper- 
ing wiith the ohoroh to betray this fidei commistum, and that the 
ae^tj became snepidoiis, might pouMy carry an action of impiety* 
However, upon a closer examination of the letter, and comparing it with 
the hiatoiT of that age, the interpretation adopted in the text maj, 
peihapri^ be justified. Ji. 
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BOOK VIII. 



LETTER I. To Sbptitius. 

I HAD a good journey here, excepting only that some of 
my aenrants were upset by the^ excessive heat Poor En- 
colpius, my reader,* who is so indispensable to me in my 
stadies and amusements, was so affected with the dust that 
it brought on a spitting of blood : an accident which will 
prove no less unpleasant to me than unfortunate to him- 
iself^ should he ro thereby rendered unfit for the literary 
work in which he so greatly excels. If that should un- 
happily result, where shall 1 find one who will read my 
works 80 well, or appreciate them so thoroughly as her 
Whose tones will my ears drink in as they do his ? But 
the gods seem to favour our better hopes, as the bleeding 
is stopped, and the pain abated. Besides, he is extremely 
temperate ; while no concern is wanting on my part or 
<iare on his physician's. This, together with the whole- 
Bomenees of the air, and the quiet of retirement, gives us 
reason to expect that the country will contribute as much 
to the restoration of his health as to his rest. FarowelL 

LETTER n. To Calvisius. 

Other people visit their estates in order to recruit their 
purses ; whilst I go to mine only to return so much the 
poorer* I had sold my vintage to the merchants, who 
were extremely eager to purchase it, encouraged bv the 
price it then bore, and what it was probable it would rise 
io : however they were disappointed in their expectations. 
Upon this occasion to have made the same general abate* 
liient to all would have been much the easiest^ though not so 

* Persons of rank and liteiatiire among the Bomans retained In thek 
femilies a domestio whose sole bnntnew was to read to them. JL 
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eqaitable a method. Now I hold it partioularly worthy of a 
man of honour to be governed by principles of striot equity 
in his domestic as well as public conduct ; in little matters 
OS* in great ones ; in his own concerns as well as in those of 
otherd. And if every deviation from rectitude is equally 
criminal,* every approach to it must be equally praise- 
worthy. So accordingly I remitted to all in ^neral one- 
eighth part of the price they had agreed to give me, that 
none might go away without some compensation : next, I 
partioularly considered those who had advanced the largest 
bums towards their purchase, and done me so much the 
more service, and been greater suflEerers themselves. To 
those, therefore, whose purchase amounted to more than 
ten thousand sesterces,'!' I returned (over and above that 
which I may call the general and oommon eighth) a tenth 
part of what they bad paid beyond that sum. I fear I do 
not express myself sufficiently clearly ; I will endeavour 
to explain my meaning more fully : for inntance, suppose a 
man had purchased of me to the value of fifteen thousand 
sesterces,! I remitted to him one-eighth part of that whole 
sum, and likewise one-tenth of five thousand.! Besides 
this, as several had deposited, in different proportions, part 
of the price they had agreed to pay, whilst others had ad- 
vanced nothing, I thought it would not be at all fair 
that all these should be favoured with the same undistiur 
guished remission. To thoi^e, therefore, who had made any 
payments, I returned a tenth part npon the sums so paid. 
By this means I made a proper acknowledgment to each, 
according to their respective deserts, and likewise en- 
couraged them, not only to deal with me foi* the future, 
but to be prompt in their payments. This instance of my 
good-nature or my judgment (call it which you please) was 
a considerable expense to me. Bowever, I found my ac- 
count in it ; fur all the country greatly approved both of 
the novelty of these abatements and the manner in which 
I regulated them. Even those whom I did not * mete ' (as 
they say) 'by the same measure,' but distinguished ac- 
cording to their several degrees, thought themselves obliged 

* It was a doctrine maintaioed by the Stoics that all crimes art 
equal. M, 

t About £80. % About £120. | About £19. 
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to m6, in proportion to the probitj of their prinoiplei|» 
and went away pleased with having ezperienoed that not 
with me 

* The biaTe and mean an equal honour find.' * 

Farewell. 

LETTER tn. tTo Sparsus. 

Ton give me to Undeiatand that, of all my works, the 
laat I sent ^on is your greatest fiivonrite. The Same jtidti;* 
ment has likewise been parsed Upon it by another friend, 
a man of great learning : and I am the mdt6 inolined to 
believe that neither of you is mistaken, not only beoatise 
it is improbable yoti should both be, bnt because I ttn. very 
prone to flatter myself. I would, always, indeed, have in^, 
last performance appear the most finished; and for that 
reason prefer the speech I lately published to the one yoU 
mention. I will send it you as soon as I can find a safe 
nfiessengeir. And now I have raised your expectations to 
a degree which, I fear, this speech will disapnoint when it 
comes into your hands In the meanwhile, however, you 
may expect it as something that will please you : and who 
knows bnt it may ? FarewelL 



LETTEB IV. Td OanIhius. 

I greatly approve totir design o^ writing a poem upon tho 
Daoian f war : for wnere else could yon have chosen a sub- 
ject so new, 60 full of events, so extensive^ and so poetical? 
a subject which, while it ha.s all the recommendation of 
truth, possesses all the marvellous of fiction ? Toti will 

* Horn. n. UK iz. T. 819. 

t Dada comprehended part of the present kinffdom of Hungaiy^ 
k)gether with part of Transylvania, Bervia, Wall«£ia, and Moldavia;^ 
it was first subdued and added to the Boman empire by Trajan, fai 
memory of whose victories over this nation the fcmous pillar ife sup> 
posed to have been erected, called Trajan's Pillar, which is still to be 
seen entire at Bome. It Is 128 Italian feet hig^ to the top of whicli 
you ascend by 184 steps, which wind round the inside. The outside is 
ooveied in basso relievo, with the representation of the most ramarkabli^ 
oizcumstanoes of this espeditioii* (Bartdi, Ookmoa Tn^^) After the 
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sing of riyers tanght to flow in new channels ; of bridges ^ 
thrown over immense riyers ; of encampments upon the 
dreadful precipices of craggy mountains ; and of a braye 
prince f supeiior to adversity, though forced to abandon his 
crown, and even his life. You will describe, too, the 
glorious victor's double triumph, one of which was the first 
that was ever gained over that hitherto uncouquered natipn, 
as the other will be the last. There is one difficulty, how- 
ever, and a veiy considerable one it is, that is, where to 
find expressions adequate to the grandeur of the subject ; a 
difficulty which seems almost insuperable even to your com- 
manding genius, though capable of rising and dilating to 
the amplest demands of your subject. Some difficulty, too, 
you wul find in adapting those barbarous and uncouth 
names, especially that of the king| himself, to Greek 
measures. There is nothing, however, so hard that art 
and industry cannoti at least^ mitigate^ if not absolutely 

death of Trajan, bis ashes were {daoed, as some authora say.in a golden 
hall on the top of this noble pillar: bat Enttopini affiims they were 
deposited under it. Eiitrop. 1. viii. o. 5. If. 

* It is probable Plinv here alludes to the fiunons bridge built by 
Tnijim over tlie river Danube, in the upper Moesia, that last flight, as 
Sir William Temple calls it, of ancient architecture. * It is styled by 
the ancients the most stately fabric of that nature in the universe. U 
was all of square stone, and contained 20 arches, each of them 120 feet 
above the foundation, and 60 feet in breadth, all distinct from each 
other 170 feet It was built where the river was narrowest and oonse- 

auently where the stream was strongest and most rapid ; which renders 
iie fa&ic still more stupendous, on account of the almost insnrmoimt- 
able difficulties they muist have met with in laying so large a founda- 
tion. The architect employed upon this ocoanon was one ApoUodorus 
of Damascus, who, it seems, left a description of this great work. We 
are told that some remains are still to be seen of it near Zeveria, in 
Lower Hungary. — ^Adrian, fearing that the barbarians might make use 
of it to invade the Soman territories, broke down the ardies ; but Uie 
piers were still standing in Dion Oassius^s time, that is, 120 years after, 
uiough they served only to show, says the writer, the utmost extent of 
niunan power. This stui>6ndous fttbrio was begun and ended in a 
suomier.^ Univ. Hist. v. vL p. 14. M. 

t DecCbftlus, king of the Daoians, who, rather than &11 into the 
hands of the conqueror, or live in dependence^ put an end to his own 
life. JIf. 

X From hence Gatanaens conjectures, upon the credit of Orosius, thai 
the true name of the king was IHurpaneu§f which was afterwards 
changed by the Greek and Latin writers to Decebalus. ML 
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subdue. If Homer is allowed to oontraot or leng^lieB or 
ehange eveo Oreoian nameii, whioh are naturally soft in 
the ear, in order to make them mn more emoothlj in his 
Terse, why shonld the same lioenoe be refused yoa, espe- 
cially since it is necessity, and not affectation, that pleads 
for the indulgence ? Ocnne on then, my friend, and after 
haying, as poets are wont, inyoked the gods, and among 
the resti that dirine hero,* wbose empire, deeds, and 
coimselB yon are going to celebrate, loosen all your cord- 
age, spread every sail, and now, if ever, launch forth on 
the rail tide of your genius : for you must allow me to be 
poetical when I am talking to a poet. And now I insist 
that you send me every ]^krt as soon as it has received 
your last finishing touches ; and even before, while it is 
only a rougb sketch, and yet in embryo. Ton will tell 
me that a detached piece cannot please, like one entire 
design, nor an unfinished plan be as agreeable as a com- 
plete work. I am very sensible it cannot, and therefore 
shall consider it only as in its first rudiments ; as a separate 
and disjointed member ; and shall lay it up in my scrutore^ 
to await your final strokes. Indulge me then with this 
very singular instance of your affection, that you suffer 
me to be privy even to what you would choose to conceal 
from every one else. In a word, though the more time 
and caution you take in communicating your work to the 
public, the more, possibly, it may heighten my eateem and 
approbation of the poet, yet the sooner, and witb the less 
scruple you send it to me, the more I shall love and 
applaud the friend. FarewelL 



LETTER V. To Qkminius. 

Our firiend Macrinus has received a most severe wound : 
he has lost his wife! a lady whose virtues would have 
assigned her a rank by herself even in former times. He 
lived with her thirfy-nine years in the most uninterrupted 
harmony. How respectful was her behaviour towards him I 
and how deserving was she herself of the highest veneration, 
blending and uniting as she did in her own person all ihom 

•Tngau. 
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ftmiable yirtaes that adorn and distingoiah the different 
periods of female life ! It should, surely, afford great oon- 
aolation to Maorinus that he has enjoyed so exquisite a 
blessing fur so long. But that reflection seems onlv so 
muoh tne more to embitter his loss ; as indeed the pain of 
pai-ting with our happiness still rises in proportion to the 
length of its oontinnance. I oannot therefore out be greatly 
anxious for so dear a friend, till this deep wound to his 
peaoe shall be in a state to admit of proper applioations. 
Time, however, together with a satiety of grief itself, will 
best, and indeed necessarily, effect his cure. Farewell 



LETTEB VL To Mohtanus. 

My last letter has by this time, I imagine, informed yon 
that I observed lately upon a monument erected to the 
memory of Pallas the following inscription : * The §enate* 
decreed to Am, a$ a reward for he fidelity and affection to hie 
patrane^ the honour of the praetorian omamente, together with 
the eum of fifteen miUione of eeetercee : hut he was content with 
accepting only the honour' I afterwards thought it worth 
while to search for the original record, and found it to run 
In so copious and effusive a strain that this proud inscrip- 
tion seems modest and humble to it. The eufogiums which 
have b^n eiven to the most illustrious Romans — I do not 
say those of more remote antiquity, as the Scipios and the 
Mummii, but (to come nearer our own times) the Marii, 
the Syllas, and the Pompeys, collectively — &dl infinitely 
short of those which have been lavished upon Pallas. Was 
it a spirit of banter, may one suppose, or of slavery, that 
produced this decree? I would ascribe it to the iormer, 
were not raillery unbecoming the dignity of the senate. 
Must it be attributed then to the most abject subjection ? 
Yet who could be sunk so low as to be capable of such 
meanness I Or was it perhaps prompted by ambition and 
lust of preferment? But whom can we suppose so mad as 
to desire to raise himself at the expense both of his own and 
the i>ublic honour, and that in a communitv where to be 
Crst in rank was to be first in flattering Pallas? Not to 

* Bee book yil letter zxix. and the notes there. 
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mention their offering to a ulave the praetorian honoDTB) 
thej were slavee themselves who did this ; to pass hv that 
part of their decree, where thej say that Pallas ought not 
only to be entreated, but compelled to wear the golden 
ring : * no doubt it was not consistent with the dienity of the 
senate, that a person of praetorian tank should wear an 
iron one ; pass over, I say, these less flagrant instances, 
mark but the following clause : * The Bcnate * (and it was not 
purified after so vile a pollution ?) * the $enate retum$ ihahk$ 
to C<ie8ar,\ not only for the honourable mention he himeelf woe 
pleased to make ofPaUaSj hut for the opportunity afforded the 
iumse as well of testifying their good-wiu towards him,' It was 
highly to the credit, no doubt, of the senate, not to appeat 
deficient in point of gratitude to Pallas I It ^oes on : ' That 
PaUas, to whom every man, according to his tSnlities, acknouh 
ledges his obligations, may receive theiust reheard of his singular 
fidelity, and no less singular services. Would one not imagine 
that he had extended the bounds of the empire, or, at least, 
preserved the armies of the state ? But it proceeds : ' Since 
no occasion more agreeable could present itself to the senate and 
the Boman people, of exercising their liberality, than an oppor^ 
tunity of rewarding one who had proved himself so honest and 
disinterested a guardian of the emperor*s financesZ-^S^oli was 
the glorious ambition of the senate at that time ; such the 
highest pleasure of the people ; such the most agreeable 
occasion of exercising their liberality, to have an oppor- 
tunity of exhausting the public funds npon Pallas t It fol- 
lows : * Thesenate therefore voted that fifteen millions of sesteirces 
should be paid him out of the treasury, and, as he has a soul 
far superior to desires of this hind, that the emperor should be 
so mti^A the more strongly entreated to use his authority with 
PaUas^ to oblige him to comply with the inclination of thesenate,* 
Nothing more indeed seemed wanting to complete this 
eztraordinanr scene than that the imperial authority should 
interpose ; that Pallas should be pressed to yield to the 
senate ; that Oaesar himself should be called in to oppose 
this insolent piece of self denial, lest the humble Pallai 
should re^se fifteen millions of sesterces I He refused, 

* None but knights and aenatora had the privU^^e of wearing a gold 
ring; as an iron one was a hadge of aerritnde. M. 
t Olandina. 
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neverihelesB, the offer the pnblio made him of thia immense 
aum; the only thing he could pocmibly have done more 
arrogant than the accepting of it. Yet even this the senate 
applauded, and seems to Liment in the following clanse : 
* jDui whereoi our exeeUemi prince and father of hi$ country hoB^ 
at the instance of^ PaUae, expreeeed hi$ deeire to have that part 
of the vote remitted which retatee to the giving him fifteen 
miUionM of eeetercee cwt of the treasury^ the eenate dedaree 
that it wa$ with much wiUingneae and great juetnese they voted^ 
amonget other hanaurit the $aid intended sum to PaUae, upon 
account of hie fideUty and vigilance: however^ in compliance 
with the emper^e incUnation^ which they ihink cannot without 
impiety he oppoeed in any instance, they obey it even in the pre- 
eent.* Piotnre to yourself Pallas entering his protest, as it 
were, against the decree of the senate; moclerating the 
honoars which were offered him, and refusing, as something 
much more yaluable, the fifteen millions, when at the same 
time he accepted the praetorian ornaments, as a jpreeent of 
an inferior nature. Picture to yourself Caesar yieldmg to 
the entreaties of his freedman in the fiBtoe of the senate, or 
rather, indeed, obeying his commands ; for in such a case to 
entreat was to commanal Imagine the senate declaring in 
every clause of this decree that it was with great wilUng- 
ness and justice the house intended, among other honours, 
to prebcnt Pallas with this sum : and that it would have 
insisted upon his acceptance of it but for the duty of com- 
pliance with the will of the emperur, which it was impious 
in any point to oppose 1 So that in order to hinder Pallas 
from carrying off fifteen millions out of the treasury, his 
, own modesty was as necessary as the obsequiousness of the 
senate, who in this instance, of all others, would have made 
an exception to their obedience, if they had thought it 
right to nave done so in any ? And now, you imagine, you 
have got to the end of the business. Have patience, how- 
ever, there is better still to come : ' And whereas it is highly 
expedient (hot (he generous disposition of the emperor to approve 
and reward merit should he everywhere made known and cele- 
iratedt especially in such places where those entrusted with the 
care and administrcUion of his affairs may he excited to an 
imitation ; and whereas the approved fidelity and integrity of 
PaUas may stimulate oihers to nchle emulation of such an eto» 
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ample — It t$ therefore reeohed ikat Ae MemonoZ which HkB 
emperor read to (he eenate on (he 2Bih of January last, together 
with the decree of the eenate thereupon, ehaU he engraven in 
tablete of hraee, and hung tip near Ae martial etaiue of Mine 
Caeear,* * It was not-, it seemB, suiBoient that the senate 
Alone should be witness to this complicated disg^race ; but 
the most frequented place in all Bome was chosen in order 
to display it to the then present and future times : it wa» 
decreed that all the honours of a most insolent slare, both 
those which he refused and those which (as much as in 
the anthers of the decree lay^ he had borne, should be in* 
scribed in brass : the praetorian hononrd decreed to Pallas 
were inscribed, like ancient treaties or sacred laws, upon 
public and everlasting monuments of brass I Such was the 
— ^I know not what I should call it—of the emperor, the 
senate, and Pallas himself I It was just as though they were 
severally desirous that Pallas should testify his insolence, 
Caesar nis patient endurance, the senate its serrility, before 
the world. The senate was not ashamed to tirge a reason 
ibr this baseness, and a truly excellent^ noble one it was 
too, viz. : ' that other e might he encouraged hy the rewarde con' 
f erred upon PoQos to an emulation of hie conduct t ' Thus 
contemptible were all honours rendered, even those which 
the wme Pallas did not disdain to accept I And yet there 
were found persons of birth and condition who were so 
humble as to desire and solicit those very honours which ' 
they thns saw conferred upon a freedman, and offered to 
slaves. Happy for me that I was not bom in those times, 
which I cannot help blushing for, as if I had actually lived 
in them I and, I am surCf you must feel as I do. I know 
the honest warmth of your temper, and am persuaded, 
alHiough perha]ps in some places I have given stronger 
vent to my indignation than is quite suitiuble to a letter, 
yon will rather think I have complained too little than too 
much. Fai-ewell. 



LETTEB VIL To TAcrrus. 

When you sent me your treatise, it was not (although 
yon write in that strain) as one master or disciple, would 

* In tlie forum. 
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oommanioaie his works to another, hut with the ocndesoeti* 
sion of a master to his disciple ; for you are the master, I 
the disciple. Accordingly yoa summon me to my studies, 
'Whikt I am phiying tne truant and prolonging the Sa^ 
tumalian holiaa3's.* — ^Tell me now, could I have made a 
longer parenthesis, or given a deai-er proof that, so far 
from deserving to he your master, I am not even worthy of 
heing your disciple ? However, I will take upon myself the 
character you have invested me with, and exert the autho- 
rity you have given me over your hook. And with so much 
the more freedom as 1 do not intend to send you anything 
of my own meanwhile upon which you may take your 
revenge. Farewell. 



LETTEB VIIL To Romanus. 

Have you ever seen the source of the river Clitumnus ?') 
If you have not (and I hardly think you can have been it 
yeL or you woula have told me), go there as soon as poH- 
sihle. I saw it yesterday, and I hiame myself for not 
having seen it sooner. At the foot of a little hill, well 
wooded with old o.^npress trees, a spring gushes out, which, 
breaking up into different and unequal streams, forms itself, 
after several windings^ into a large, broad basin of water, 
so transparently clear that you may count the shining 
pebble'^, and the little pieces of money thrown into it,| as 

* Bee page 66, note f. 

t Now called Olitamno: it rises a little below the village of Cam- 

jtdlo in Ombria. The inhabitants near this river still retain a notion 

' that its waters are attended with a superuatural property, imaghiing it 

makes the cattle white that drink of it : a qualify for wmoh it is like- 

wiae celebrated bv manv of the Latin poets.* M. 

X The heads of considerable rivers, hot springy large bodies of stand- 
ing water, &o., were esteemed holy among the Komans, and cultivated 
with rdigious ceremonies. ' Mdgnorumjluminum * (says Seneca) ' eapUa 
npermmri nibUa el ex abdiio vadi amnie eruptio ara$ habet; ooiuniut 



> * Qua/ormota »uo CUhmmui flumina luoo 
JnUgit^ et ntbtfos MvUtmda booea,* 

i'ropertiiu it 19, 25. 

TBANBLATIOV. 

* Nigh where Clitumniis windi hb wateii fair 
ninmgh arching treei, and lares (he ■BAw-white herd.' iU 
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they lie at the bottom* From thence it is carried off not 
BO mnoh bj the declivity of the ground as by its own 
weight and exoberanoe. A mere stream at its sooroe, im*^ 
mediately, on quitting this, you find it expanded into a 
broad river, fit for large vessels even, allowing a free 
passage by eaoh other, according as they sail with or 
against the stream. The cuiTent runs so strong, though 
the ground is level, that the large barges going down the 
river have no oooasion to make use of their oars ; while 
those going up find it difficult to make headway even with 
the assistance of oars and poles : and this alternate inters 
change of ease and toil, aooordiiig as yuu turn, is exceed* 
ingly amusing when one sails up and down merely for 
pleasure. The banks are well covered with ash and 
poplar, the shape and colour of the trees being as clearly 
and distinctly reflected in the stream as if they ^ere 
actually sunk in it. llie water is cold as snow, and as 
white too. Near it stands an ancient and venerable temple, 
in which is placed the river-god Olitumnus clothed in 
the usual robe of state ; and indeed the prophetic oracles 
here delivered sufficiently testify the immediate presence of 
that divinity. Several little chapels are scattered round, 
dedicated to particular gods, distinguished each by his own 
peculiar name and form of worship, and some of them, too, 
presiding over different fountains. For, besides the prin- 
cipal spring, which is, as it were, the parent of all the 
retft, there are several other lesser streams, which, taking 
their rise from various sources, lose themselves in the river ; 
over which a bridge is built that separates the sacred part 
from that which lies open to common use. Yessels are 
allowed to come above this bridge, but no person is per- 
mitted to swim except below it.* The Hispellates,j to 

aquarum calmt4wn foniM, el Btagna guaedam, vel opacitoB, vd immen$ i 
aUitudo BoeraviL* Ep. 41. It was customary to tniow little pieoea of 
money into thoae fountains, lakes, ftc. wliich had the reputation of 
bein^ nored, as a mark of veneration for those places, and to render the 

tioi: 



^ ^ dmties propitious. Buetonius mentions this practice, in the 

annual tows whion he says the Roman people made for the health of 
Augustus. Buei in Yit. Aug. M, 

* The touch of a naked body was thought to pollute these conseeiated 
waters, as appears from a passage in Tacitus, L 14. Ann. e. 22. Jt 

t Inhabitants of a town in Ombria, now called Spello. M. 
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whom Angufitus ^ye this place, furniBh a public hath, and 
likewise entertain all strangers, at their own expense. 
Seyeral villas, attracted hj the beauty of this river, stand 
about on its borders. In short, every surrounding object 
will afford you entertainment. You may also amuse your- 
self with numberless insciiptions upon the pillars and 
walls, by different persons, celebrating the virtues of the 
fountain, and the divinity that prectides over it. Many of 
them you will admire, while some will make you laugh ; 
but I must correct myself when 1 say so; you are too 
humane, I know, to laugh upon such an occasion.. Farewell. 



LETTER IX. To Ursus. 

It is lon^ since I have taken either book or pen in my 
hand. It is long since I have known the sweets of leisure 
and repose; since I have known, in short, that indolent but 
agreeable condition of doing nothing, and being nothing : 
so much have the affairs of my friends engaged me, and 
prevented me from enjoying the pleasures of retirement 
and literature. There is no sort of philosophical studies, 
however, sufficiently important to supersede the offices of 
fiiendship; for they are offices which philosophy herself 
teaches us most religiously to discharge. Farewell. 



LETTEB X. To Fabatus (hi$ mfe^M grandfather). 

Your concern to hear of your grand-dauffhter's miscaiw 
riage will be equal, I know, to the earnest desire you have 
that we should make you a great- grandfather. The in- 
experience of her youth rendered her ignorant of her eon- 
dition ; the consequence was that she omitted the necessary 
precautions to be observed in such cases, and did several 
things she ought not to have done. But she has severely 
atoned for her mistake by the extreme risk she has run of 
her life. So, although ^ou must necessarily feel it rather 
to find yourself disappointed in this way in your old age^ 
of the immediate hopes of leaving a family behind you, 
yet you ought to tlumk the gods that, in the preset vatiou 
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of your grand-daughter, jou have still reason to ex|^eot that 
blessing : an expectation so much the more certain as she 
has given this proof, though the issne in this case wi^i 
onsucoessfnl, of her being capable of bearing children. 
These, at least, are the reflections by which I endeayonr to 
reassure my own hopes, and (oomfort myself nnder my 
present disappointment. You cannot long to have great- 
grandchildren more intensely than I do to have children, as 
the dignity of both our &milies seems to open to them 1^ 
sure road to honours, and we shall leave them the glory of 
descending from a long line of ancestors whose fame is 
as extensive as their nobility is andent Only let them 
be bom, and change this present grief of ours into joy I 
FareweU. 



LETTER XI. To Hispulla.* 

When I oonnider that you love your niece even more 
tenderly than if she were your own daughter, I onght to 
begin by informing you of what in the natural order of 
events you should know last ; so that th^ feeling of joy 
coming first may leave no room for anxiety on another 
apoount Though I fear indeed, after your first imjpres- 
sions of joy have nasf^ed off,^ ;^ou will feel some anxiety, 
and, in the midst of your rejoicing over the danger she has 
escaped, will tremble at the thought of the risk she lias 
run. She is now, however, in goal spirits, and again r^ 
stored to herself and to me, and recovering her strength 
and health as fast as she lost them. To say the truth (and 
I may now safely tell it you), she was in the utmost danger 
of her life ; not indeed nrom anv fault of her own, but a 
little from the inexperience of her youth. To this must 
be ascribed her miscarriage, and the sad experience she has 
had of the consequence of not knowing her condition. But 
though this misfortune has deprived you of the consolation 
of a nephew, or niece, to supply the loss of your brother, 
you must remember that blessing seems rather to be deferred 
than denied, since her life is preserved from whom that 
happiness b to be expected. I entreat you then to repr^ 

•HiawttBrsamii 
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lent ^hit aocudfint to yonr &tlier* in the most fikvommble 
lifl;hi ; m your sex are the most indnlgent advocates in cases 
of thb kind. FarewelL 



LETTER Xn. To MuiuTLunjs. 

I beg yon to ezonae me this one day : Titinios Capito is 
to reoite a performance of his, and I know not whether it 
is more a matter of duty or of inclination with me to go to 
listen to him. He is a most excellent fellow^ and justly to 
be numbered among the brightest ornaments of our age : 
he studiously cultivates literature himself, is a lover of 
literary men, he encourages them, he brings them forward, 
and to many of them he is the protector, the refuge, and 
the liberal patron ; while a noble example to all of them. 
In a word, he is the restorer and reformer of literature, 
now, alasl in its declining years. Bis house is open to 
every man of genius who has any works to rehearse ; and 
it is not there alone that he attends these assemblies with 
the most obliging good-nature. I am sure at least he 
never once excused himself from mine if he happened to 
be at Bome. I should therefore with a more than ordinary 
ill-grace refuse to return him the same £ivour, especially 
upon so honourable an occasion. Should not I think 
myself obliged to a man who, if I were engaged in any 
law-suit, ^nerously undertook to stand bail for me ? And 
am I less indebted, now that my whole care and business 
is of the literary kind, for his assiduity in my concerns of 
this sort; which, if not the onl^, is however the principal 
instance in which I can be obliged ? But thougn I owed 
him no return of this nature ; though I were not engaged 
to him by the reciprocal tie of the same services he has 
done me ; yet not only the beauty and power of his geniuH, 
as exquisite as it is severely correct, but the dignity of his 
subject, would strongly incite me to go and hear him. He 
has written an account of the deaths of several emineiit 
men, some of whom were my particular friends. It is a 
pious office then, it should seem, as I could not be present 
at their obsequies, to attend, at least, this (as I may odl 

* NbatiUy grendfainer to Oslpuniia, Fliny'g wife. JC 
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it) their funeral oration; whicli, though a late, is however, 
for that reason, a more genuine tribute to their memories. 
FarewelL 



LETTER Xlir. To Osniaus. 

I much approve of your having read my speeches with 
your fiftther. It is decidedly to your advantage to learn 
from a man of his eloquence what to admire in composi- 
tions of tiliis kind, and what to condemn ; as vou will at the 
same time be tndned up in a habit of speaking your true 
opinion. You see whose steps it is yon ought to follow ; 
and happy are you in having a living example before you, 
whidh is at once the nearest and uie noblest model you 
can pursue! In a word, that he whom nature designed, 
you should most resemble is, of all others, the person 
^hom you should most endeavour to imitate. Farewell. 



LETTEB XIV. To AiobTX). 

As you are no less acquainted with the political laws 
of your country (which include the customs and usages of 
the senate) than with the dvil, I am particularly desirous 
to have your opinion whether I was mistaken in an affair 
which lately came before the house, or no. This I request, 
not with a view of being directed in my judgment as to 
what is passed (for that is now too late), but in order to 
know how to act in any possible future case of the kind. 
You will, ask, perhaps, • Why do you apply for information 
oonceming a point on which you ought to be well in- 
structed ?' Because the tyranny of former reigns,* as it 
introduced a neglect and ignorance of all other parts of 
useful knowledge, so particularly of what relates to the 
ofistoms of the senate ; for who is there so tamelv indus 
trious as to desire to learn what he can never have an 
opportunity of putting in practice? Besides, it is not very 
easy to retain even the knowledge one has acquired where 
no opportunity of employing it ooours. Hence it was that 

* Those of Nero and Domitian. M. 

T 2 
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Liberty, on her return,* fonnd ne totally ignorant and io* 
experienced; and tbna in the warmth of our eagemees to 
taste her sweets, we are sometimes hurried on to aotion, ere 
we are well instructed how we ought to act. But by the 
institution of our ancestors, it was wisely provided that the 
voung should leam from the old, not only by precept, but 
by their own observation, how to behave in that sphere in 
which they were one day themselTes 10 moye ; while these, 
ap;ain, in their turn, transmitted the same mode of instruc- 
tion to their children. Upon this principle it was that 
the youth were sent early into the army, that by being 
taught to obey they might leam to command, and, whilst 
they followed others, might be trained by degrees to be- 
come leaders themselves. On the same principle, when 
they were candidates for any office, they were obliged to 
stand at the door of the senate-house, and were spectators 
of the Dublic council before the^ bei^me members of it 
The flEttner of each youth was his instructor upon these 
occasions, or if he had none, some person of yeai-s and 
dignity supplied the p^ace of a &ther. Thus they were 
taught by that surest method of discipline. Example, how 
far the right of proposing any law to the senate extended ; 
what privileKes a senator had in deliycring his opinion in 
the house ; the power of the magistrates in that assembly, 
and the ri^htH of the rest of the members; where it is 
proper to yield, and where to insist; when and how long 
to speak, and when to be silent ; how to make necesfary 
distinctions between contrary opinions,! and how to im 
prove upon a former motion : in a word, they learnt by 
this means every senatorial usage. As for myself, it is 
true indeed, I served in the army when I was a youth ; 
but it was at a time when courage was suspected, and 
want of spirit rewarded; when generals were without 
authority, and soldiers without modesty ; when there was 

* When Nerva and Trajan xeoeived the empire. K, 
t If any opinion proposed to the senate was thouo^t too general, 
and to indaae several distinot artides, some of whidb might be an- 
proved, and others rejected, it was usual to require that it might 
be divided ; and this they sometimes did bv a general voioe of the 
aasembly, wylog out, Divide, MMe, Hiddlet. iWi on the ftonaa 
Senate 137. j£ 
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ueitlfer discipline nor obedience, but all was riot, disorder, 
and confusion ; in short, when it was happier to forget 
than to remember what one learnt. I attended likewise in 
my yonth the senate, but a senate shrinking and speech- 
less ; where it was dangerous to utter one's opinion, and 
mean and pitiable to be silent. What pleasure was there 
in learning, or indeed what conid be learnt, when the 
senate was convened either to do nothing whateyer or to 
give their Kanotion to some consummate infamy! when 
they were assembled either for cruel or ridiculous pur- 
poses,* and when their delibei-ations were never serious, 
though often sad ! But I was not only a witness to this 
scene of wretohednessy as a spectator ; I bore my share of 
it too as a senator, and both, saw and suffered under it for 
many years ; which so broke and damped my spirit;) that 
they have not even yet been able folly to recover them- 
selves. It is within quite recetitly (for all time seems 
shoit in proportion to its happiness) that we could take 
any pleasure in knowing what relates to or in setting 
about the duties of our station. Upon tJiese considerations, 
therefore, I may the more reasonably entreat you, in the 
first place, to pardon my eiror (if I have been guilty of 
one), and, in the next, to lead me out of it by your superior 
knowledge : for you have always been diligent to examine 
into the constitution of your country, botli with respect to 
its public and private, its ancient and modem, its general 
and special laws. I am persuaded indeed the point upon 

* The fborih Satire of JnTonal will senre as a oomment upon this 
passage, where be aoqnaints ns that a turbot of a most enormous size 
being brought to Domitiaiif he immediately convened the senate, in order 
to consalt in what manner it should be dressed. The poet mentions 
the names of the persons who spoke iu this remarkable debate, afiid 
their seTeral opinions upon a question so important, oondnding bis 
satiie with this pe^etie wish: 

' Aiqu$ ii<Knaiii hi$ poiku nugit Ma Ula dedii$8i 
Tempora sewotfMW, ohra$ qiiibui eimMU wbi 
Ittmtr^tqm <mima$ munme I * .... 

Sat. 4. 

TBAiriLJLTIOir. 

« Ahl IS thU d«T, thmt ht had ipeai tht rsil, 
. And his dire reign had only bean a jest I 
Kor Rome her noblest blooi had tamely issa 
Flow aareTSBg'd I ' • • • . M, 
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whioh I am going to consult you is snoh an nniiBual one 
tliat even those whose great experience in public business 
must have made them, one would have naturally supposedi 
acquainted with ever^rthing were either doubtful or abso- 
lutely ignorant upon it. I shall be more excusable, there- 
fore, if 1 happen to have been mistaken ; as you will earn 
the higher praise if you can set roe right in an afikir 
whioh it is not clear has ever yet Mien within your obser- 
vatioti. The enquiij then before the house was concem- 
iug the freedmen of Afranius Dexter, wh<» being found 
murdered, it was uncertain whether he fell by his ovm 
hands, or by those of his household ; and if the latter, 
whether they committed the fact in obedience* to tho 
commands of Afianius, or were prompted to it by their 
own villainy. After they had been put to the question, a 
certain senator (it is of no importance to mention his 
name, but if you are desirous to Know, it was myself^ was 
for acquitting them; another proposed that theysnould 
be banished for a limited time; and a third that they 
should su£f(^r death. These several opinions were so ex- 
tremely di£ferent that it was impossible either of them 
could stand with the other. For what have death and 
banishment in common with one another ? Why, no more 
than banishment and acquittal have together. Though 
an acquittal approaches rather nearer a sentence of exile 
than a senleuce of death does: for both the former agree 
At least in this, that they spare life, whereas the latter 
takes it away. In the meanwhile, those senators who 
were for punishing with death, and those who proposed 
banishment, sate together on the same side of the house ; 
and thus by a pi^esent appearance of unanimity suspended 
their real disagreement. I moved, therefore, that the votes 
fur each of the three opinions should be separately taken, 
and that two of them should not, under favour of a short 
truce between themselves, join against the third. I in- 
sisted that such of the members who were for capital 
punishment should divide from the others who voted for 

* Thofle who destroyed themselyeB frequently made use of the hauds 
of their servants for that purpose. Thns Brutus and Gassius, after th» 
loss of that fatal battle whioh deoided the liberties of Rome, ran each 
of them upon the swords of their attendants. Floras, 1. 4, o. 7. AC 
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bftniBlmient ; and that these two distinct partieB shoold 
not be permitted to form themselves into a Dodj, in oppo- 
sition to those who declared for acquittal, when they 
woold immediately after disunite again: for it was not 
material that they agreed in disliking one proposal, since 
they differed with renpect to the other two. It seemed 
very extraordinaiy that he who moved the freedmen 
should be banished, and the slaves suffer death, should not 
be allowed to join these two in one motion, but that each 
question should be ordered to be put to the house sepa^ 
rately ; and yet that the votes of one who was for inflict- 
ing capital punishment upon the freedmen should be taken 
together with that of one who was for banishinflr them. 
For if, in the former instance, it was reasonable uiat the 
motion should be divided, because it comprehended two 
distinct propositions, I could not see why, in the latter 
case, suffin^es so extremely different should be thrown 
into the same scale. Permit me, then, notwithstanding 
the point is already settled, to go over it again as if it 
were still undecided, and to lay before you Siose reasons 
at my ease, which I offered to the house in the midst of 
much interruption and clamour. Let us suppose there 
liad been only three judges appointed to hear this cause, 
one of whom was of opinion that the parties in question 
deserved death ; the other that they should only be 
banished ; and the third that they ought to be acquitted : 
should the two former unite their wei^^t to overpower the 
latter, or should each be separately balanced ? For the 
first and seocmd are no more compatible than the second 
and third. They ought thcrefoi-e in the same manner to 
be counted in the senate as contrary opinions, since they 
were delivered as different ones. Suppose the same person 
had moved that they should both have been banished and 
put to death, could they possibly, in pursuance of Uiis 
opinion, have suffered both punishments? Or could it 
have been looked ^Jpon as one consistent motion when it 
united two such different decisious? Why then should the 
same opinion, when delivered by dlBtinct persons, be con- 
sidered as one and entire, which would not be deemed so 
if it were proposed by a sinp^le man? Does not the law 
manifestly imply thai a distinction is to be made between 
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thoae 'Virho are for a capital oonviotion, and those who are 
for hanishnient, m the very form of words made use of 
when the house is ordered to divide ? Fou who are of iueh 
an apinian^ come to ihi$ $ide ; you who are of any o< W, go 
over to the $ide of him whoee opinion you foUow. Let ns 
examine this forrn^ and weigh every sentence: Tou who 
are of thie opinion: that is, for instance, you who are for 
banishment, come on thie tide ; namely, on the side of him 
who moved for banishment From whence it is clear he 
cannot remain on the side of those who are for death. Tou 
who are for aiKy other: observe, the law is not content with 
barelv saying another, but it adds any. Kow can there be 
a douDt as to whether they who declare for a capital convic- 
tion are of any other opinion than thiose who propose exile 1 
Go oeer to the eide of him whoee opinion you follow : does not 
the law seem, as it were, to call, oompel, drive, over, those- 
who are of different opinions, to contmy sides ? Does not 
the oonsnl himself point out, not only by this solemn form 
of words, but by his hand and gesture, the place in which 
every man is to remain, or to which he is to go over ? 
* But,' it is objected, ' if this separation is made between 
thot^e who vote for inflicting death, and those who are on the 
side of exile, the opinion for acquitting the prisoners must 
necessarily prevail. But how does that aflect the parties 
who vote ? Certainly it does not become them to contend 
by every art, and urge every expedient, that the milder 
sentence mav not take place. * Still/ say they, * those who 
ai-e for condemning the accused either capitally or to 
bimishment i^ould be first set in opposition to those who 
are for acquitting them, and afterwards weighed against 
each other. Thus, as, in certain public games, some par- 
ticulur combatant is set apart by lot and kept to engage 
with the conqueror; so, it seems, in the senate there is a 
first and second combat, and of two different opinions, the 
prevailing one has still a third to contend with. What? 
when any particular opinion is received, do not all the rest 
fall of course? Is it reasonable, then, that one should be 
thrown into the scale merely to weigh down another? 1*0 
Express my meaning more plainly : xmless the two parties 
who are respectively for capital punishment and exile im- 
mediately separate upon the first division of the house it 
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would bo to no pnipose afterwards to dissent from those 
with whom they joined before. But I am dictating in- 
stead of receiving instruction. — Tell me then whether you 
think these Totes should have been taken separately ? My 
motion, it is true, proTailed ; neTei thelet-s I am desirous 
to know whether you think I ousht to have insisted upon 
this point, or have yielded as that member did who de- 
clared for capital punishment ? For convinced, I will not 
toy of the legality, but at least of the equity of my pro- 
pcwal, he receded from his own opinion, and went over to 
fhe party for exile: fearing perhaps, if the TOtes were, 
taken separately (whiioh he saw would be the case), the 
freedmen would be acquitted : for the numbers were far 
greater on that side than on either of the other two, sepa- 
rately counted. The conseaaence was that those who had 
been influenced by his auiiionty, when they saw them- 
selves forsaken b^ his going over to the other party, gave 
up a motion which they found abandoned by the first 
proposer, and deserted, as it were, vrith their leader. Thus 
the three opinions were resolved at length into two ; and 
of those two, one prevailed, and the other was rejected; 
while the third, as it was not powerful enough to conquer 
both the others, had only to choose to which of the two it 
liTould yield. Farewell. 



LETTEB XT. To Junior. 

I fear I hare over-loaded you by sending so many 
volumes at once; but, if I have, remember it was your 
own request Besides, as you wrote me word your vintaffo 
was so smallt I plainly saw you would have leisure, in 
vulgar phrase, to read a book. I have had the same sort 
of news from my own little estate, and am myself there- 
fore at leisure to write books for you, provided I can but 
raise monev enough to furnish me with good parchment. 
For should I be reduced to the coarse and spongy sort, 
either I must not write at all or whatever I composes 
whether good orbad| must necessarily undergo one genend 
Uotl FsreweU, 
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LBTTBB XVL To Patbbnub. 

The Biokness lately in my fitmily, whioh has carried off 
seTeral of my servants, some of them, too, in the prime of 
their years, has been a great affliction to me. I have two 
oonsolations, however, whioh, though by no means equiva- 
lent to such a grief, still are consolations. One is, that as 
I have always very readily manumitted my slaves, their 
death does not seem altogether immature, if they lived 
long enough to receive their freedom : the other» that I 
have allowed them to make a kind of will,* which I ob- 
serve as religiously as if they were legally entitled to that 
privile^ 1 receive and obejr their last requests and 
injunctions as so many authoritative commands, suffering 
them to dispose of their effects to whom they please ; with 
this single restriction, that they leave them to some one in 
my household, for to slaves the house they are in is a kind 
of state and commonwealth, so to speak. But though I 
endeavour to acquiesce under these reflections, yet the 
same tenderness which led me to show them these indul- 
gences weakens and gets the better of me. However, I 
would not wish on that account to become harder : though 
the generality of the world, I know, look upon losses of 
this kind in no other view than as a diminution of their 
propeity, and fimcy, by cherishing such an unfeeling temper, 
they show a superior fortitude and philosophy. Their 
fortitude and philosophy I will not dispute. But humane, 
I am sure, they are not ; for it is the very criterion of true 
manhood to fed those impressions of sorrow which it 
endeavours to resist, and to admit not to be above the 
want of consolation. But perhaps I have detained you 
too lonK upon this subject, though not so long as I would. 
There Is a certain pleasure even in giving vent to one's 
grief; especially when we weep on the bosom of a friend 
who will approve, or, at least, pardon, our teankf Fare* 
well. 

* A slaye oonld aoquixe do property, and otmsequently was incapable 
by law of making a will. M, 

t There is somethinff so unoommonlj amiable in tbia Cunil j piece 
Ibat the reader cannot be dia ple ased wuh being stonped a moment te 
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LETTER XVIL To Macrinus. 

Is the weather with you as rade and boisterous as it Is 
with us ? All here is tempest and inundation. The Tiber 
has swelled its channel, and overflowed its banks far and 
wide. Though the wise precaution of the emperor had 
guarded against this evil, by cutting several outlets to tbe 
river, it has nevertheless flooded all the fields and valleys, 
and entirely overspread the whole face of the flat country. 
It i^eems to hare gone out to meet those rivers which it 
used to receive and carry off in one united stream, and 
has driven them back to deluge those countries it could 
not reach itself. That most delightful of rivers, the 

take a second view of ji If nothing remained of Pliny but this single 
trait of his oharaoter, we might neyertheless aMorealy prononnoe of 
him, ttiat he was ennobled by every social virtue : for as it is certain 
the greatest minds have ever been most open to impressions of the 
humane kind, so eyery moral virtue necessarily flows from beneyolence, 
as from its true and genuine source. It is impossible a man who has 
a Just feeling of the calamities of others can deliberately break through 
the moral ties of any kind ; because it is certain he cannot do so n^iUi- 
out being the occasion of suflerine to those who stand within the influ- 
ence of the particular action. This principle also will ever afloid the 
most unerriuR test of patriotism, or tne public affections ; for the cruel 
and unrelentuig in private and domesuc life can never act upon the 
true notion of liberty in the more enlarged relations of public o6n* 
oems. With great justice, therefore, our author makes this generous 
principle the evidence of real manhood ; as Juvenal describes a tender- 
neas of disposition to be the principal note of distinction, which nature 
has markea out between the rational and brute creation : 

.....* Mbllissima corda 
Ifumano generi dare ie naiura fatHutf 
Qucu laorymas MU, Mom nostripari optima Mtitut.* 

. • • . ' Qui9 enim (omia,— 
Utta alient 9iU credat mahl 9eparat hoo 
Not a grege muioniM* .... 

Juv. Satir. 15, ISl. 

TRAK8LATI0N. 

' Heavsn gave the tear humane, a sign confest, 
Soft pitv dwells within the mortal breast ; 
That noblest pashion noblest bosoms know I—- 
Tnm'd ever virtue horn another's woe ? 
Tis man's great privileg!, the glorious line 
That marks from brute f ae human soul'diviiie.' JIf. 
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Anio,* which aeems invited and detained in its oourse by 
the yillas built along ita banjcB, has almost entirely rooted 
up and carried away the woods which shaded its borders. 
It has overthrown whole mountains, and, in endeavouring 
to find a passage through the mass of ruins that obstructed 
ita way, has forced down houses, and risen and spread 
over the desolation it has occasioned. The inhabitants of 
the hill countries, who are situated above the reach of this 
inundation, have been the melancholy spectators of ita 
dreadful effects, having seen costly furniture, instruments 
of husbandry, ploughs, and oxen with their drivers, whole 
herds of cattle, together with the tininks of trees, and 
beams of the neighbouring villas, floating about in different 
parts. Nor indeed have these higher places themselves^ to 
which the waters could not reach up, escaped the calamity. 
A continued heavy rain and tempestuous hurricane, aia 
destructive as the river itself, poured down upon them, 
and has destroyed all the enclosures which divided that 
fertile country, it has damaged likewise, and even over- 
turned, some of the public buildings, by the fall of which 
great numbers have been maimed, smothered, bruised* 
And thus lamentation over the fate of friends has been 
added to losses. I am extremely uu^easy lest this extensive 
ruin should have spread to you : I beg therefore, if it has 
not, you will immediately relieve my anxiety ; and indeed 
1 desire you would inform me though it should have 
done so ; for the diffet ence is not great between fearing a 
danger, and feeling it ; except that the evil one feels has 
some bounds, whereas one's apprehensions have none. For 

* Now called the Teveione, which &ll8 into the Tiber about three 
miles from Bome. Balzao, speaking of a little river, has a thoofht 
which is celebrated by Bohonrs : ^ * Cette hdle eau ' (says he^ * aime teUe- 
ment ee pai$f gu'eUe H divi$6 en miUe hraneheM^ et/ait une t^fhiiU d Ifea 
et de touri, afin de $*y amtuer davantage* But he k indebted to Pliny 
for all the merit of it, as it is plainly a oop;^ from thla passage : an ob- 
servation by no means iutended as a reflection upon the French writer, 
who has too manv original beanticB of his own to suffiar from a dia- 
eovery of those which are not: it is designed only to show that the 
most cdebrated author in the epistolaiy way among the modems found 
advantage in conversing with Pliny. Jf. 

^ Dial Mur U Man. dt btea Peas. p. 187. 
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we can tmfter no more than what aottially ha$ bappene? 
tint we fear all that poerfblj eaM happen. FarewelL 

LETTER XYIIL To BuFUfua. 

The oommon notion is oertainl^ quite a false one, that 
a man's will is a kind of mirror m whioh we may olearly 
discern his real oharacter, for Domitins Tnllus appears a 
mnch better man since his death than he did daring his 
lifetime. After having artfully encouraged the ezpeota- 
tioos of those who paia court to him, with a view to oeing 
his heirs, be has left his estate to his niece whom he 
adop'ed. He has giren likewise seyeral Tory oonidderable 
legacies among his grandchildren, and also to his great- 
grandson. In a word, he has shown himself a most kind 
relation throngbont his whole will ; which is so mnch the 
more to be admired as it was not expected of him. This 
affiiir has been very much talked about, and various opinions 
expressed : some call him false, ungrateful, and forgetful, 
and, while thus railing at him in this wa^ as if they were 
actually disinherited kindred, betray their own dishonest 
designs : others, on the contrary, applaud him extremely for 
having disappointed the hopes of this infamous tribe of 
men,* whom, oouMidering the disposition of the times, it is 
but prudence to deceive. They add that he was ndt at 
liberty to make any other will, and that he cannbt so pro- 
perly be said to have bequeathed, as returned, his estate to 
nis adopted daughter, since it was by her means it came 
to him. For Ourtilius Manoia, whose daug^hter Domitins 
Luoanus, brother to this Tullus, married, haying taken a lis- 
like to Ids son-in-law, made this young lady (who was the 
issue of Uiat marriage) his heiress, upon condition that 
Lucanus her father would emancipate her.f He acoordingly 

♦ Seep.l29,M*e». 

t That is, would make her free; for (as has been obsenred in the 
notes above) the power of a fiither over his children was unlimited 
amongst the Bomans. It extended not only to their fortunes, but their 
Uves, and was even greater than what the laws allowed over the{r 
slayes; for If a master s<»ld his slave, who afterwards obtained his 
freedom, the former owner had no further claim ; whereas, in the case 
of a son, the father's right was not absolutely extinguished. by -selling 
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did BO, but she being afterwards adopted bv Tullus, het 
nac\% the design of Mancia*8 will was entirely frustrated. 
For these two brothers having never divided their patri- 
mony, but living together as joint-tenants of one oommon 
estate, the daughter of Luoanus, notwithstanding the act of 
.emancipation, returned back again, together with her large 
fortune, under the dominion of her &ther, bv means of this 
fraudulent adoption. It seems indeed to nave been the 
fiite of these two brothers to be enriched by those who had 
the greatest avemon to them. For Domitius Afer, by 
wbom ihey were adopted, left a will in their fisivour, which 
he had made eighteen years before his death ; though it 
was plain he had since altered his opinion with regard 
to the family, because he was instrumental in procuring 
the confiscation of their fathei^'s estate. There is something 
extremely singular in the resentment of Afer, and the good 
fortune of the other two; as it was very extraordinary, 
on the one hand, that Domitius should endeavour to extir- 
pate from the piivileges of society a man whose children he 
had adopted, and, on the other, that these brothers should 
find a parent in the very person that ruined their father. 
But Tullus acted justly, arter having been appointed sole 
heir by his brother, in prejudice to his own daughter, io 
make her amends by transferring to her this estate, which 
oame to him from Afer, as well as all the rest which he had 
gained in partnership with his brother. His will there- 
tore deserves the higher praise, having been dictated by 
nature, justice, and sense of honour; in which he has 
returned his obligations to his several relations, according 
to their respective good offices towai-ds him, not forgetting 
his wife, having bequeathed to that excellent woman, who 
patiently endured much for his sake, several delightful 
villas, besides a large sum of money. And indeed she de- 
served BO much the more at his hands, in proportion to the 

him, but if the son obtained his freedom, he again oame under hit 
dominion. And this authority could not be wholly disannulled till the 
eon had been thrice sold, and as often reoovered his liberty, and ttien it 
entirely ceased. The law vested the same power likewise as fuUy in 
the adoptive father as in the naturaL Justinian observes, this aatho- 
rity was peculiar to the Bomans^ and followed by no other nation 
whatMWTor. Inst L 1. Jil 
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displeasure she incarred on her marriage with bim. II 
was UiOQg^t unwortliT a person of her birth and repute, so 
long left a widow by ber former husband, by whom she had 
issue, to marry, in the decline of her life, an old man, 
merely for his wealth, and who was so sickly and infirm 
that, even had he passed the best j^m of his vouth and 
health with her, she miffht well have been beartily tired ol 
him* He had so entirely lost the use of all his limbs that 
he oould not move himself in bed without assistanoe ; and 
the only enjoyment he had of his riohes was to oontem* 
plate them. He was eyen (sad and disguating to relate) 
reduced to the necessity of having his teeth washed and 
scrubbed by others: in allusion to which he used fre- 
quently to say, when he was oomplaining of Jhe indig- 
" " * his ' " 



nities which his infirmities obliged him to suffer, that he 
was every day compelled to lick his servant's fingers. Still, 
however, he lived on, and was willing to accept of life upon 
such terms. That be liyed so long as he did was parti- 
cularly owing, indeed, to the care of his wife, who, what- 
ever reputation she miffht lo(^e at first by her mairiaffe, 
acauired great honour by her unwearied devotion as his 
wife. — Thus I have giyen yon all the news of the town, 
where nothixiff is talked of but Tullus. It is expected his 
curiosities win shortly be sold hv auction. He had such 
an abundant collection of very old statues that he actually 
filled an extensive garden with them, the very same day he 
purchased it ; not to mention numberless other antiques, 
lying neelected in his lumber-room. If you haTe an3rtmng 
worth telling me in return, I hope yon will not refuse the 
trouble of writing to me : not only as wo are all of us natu» 
rally fond, you know, of news, but because example has a 
Tory beneficial infiuence upon our own conduct. Farewell. 



LETTEB XIX. To Maximus. 

' I find my joy and my solace in literature : and as there 
is no nleasurel prefer to it, so there is no sadness it does 
not alleviate. In this time of trouble then, caused by the 
ill-health of my wife, the dangerous sickness of some of my 
servants, and the death of others, I fly to my books as the 
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Bovereigpii alleviation of my Borrows. They do me ibis 
aorvice — they make me nnderstaud mj troubfea better, and 
bear tbem more patiently. It is a standing rule with me. 
before I publish any of my produotions, to oonsnlt the opi« 
nion of my friends, espeoially youra. I beg therefore you 
would look yerj oarefully oyer the performanoe I am abid- 
ing you with thia letter, as I am uraid the disquietude of 
my mind may have prevented me from giving it the atten- 
tion I ought. For tuQugh I could command myself so far 
as to write, I oould not do so so &r as to write with ease 
and cheerfulnesa. Certainly there is a pleasure in atud^, 
but atudies themselves prosper beat when the heart ia 
light ParewelL 



LETTEB XX. To Gallub. 

Those works of art or nature which are usually the 
motives of our travels are often overlooked and neglected 
if Uiey lie within our reach : whether it be that we are 
naturally less in<juitiitive ooncemin^ thone things which 
are near us, while our curiosity is excited by remote 
objectH; or because the eaainess of gratifying a desire ia 
always sure to damp it ; or, perhaps, that we put off from 
time to time going and seeing what we know we have an 
opportunity of seeing when we please. Whatever the 
reason be, it is certain there are numberless curiosities in 
and near Bome which we have not only never seen, but 
even never so much aa heard of: and yet had they been 
the produce of Oreece, or Egypt, or Asia, or any other 
country which we admire aa fertile and productive of 
belief in wonders, we should long since have heard of 
them, Tead of them, and enquired into them^ For myself 
at least, I ctmfes'^, I have lately been entertained with one 
of these curiosities, to which I was an entire stranger 
before. My wife's grand&ther deaired I would look over 
his estate near Ameria.* As I was walking over his 
grounds, I was shown a lake that lies below them, called 
Yadimon,t about which several very extraordinary thinga 



* Now oalled Amelia, a town hi Omhiia. 
t KowLaghettodiBMsano. M. 
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«re told. I went up to this lake. It is perfeotl^ cironlar 
in form, like a wheel lying on the gixmnd ; there is not the 
least curve or firojeotion of the shore, hat all is regular, 
even, and just as if it had heen hollowed and ctit oUt hv 
the hand of arL The water is of 4 olear sky-hlne, though 
with somewhat of a g^reenish tin^ *, its smell is sitlphu- 
reous, and its flavour has medicinal properties, and is 
deemed of great efficacy in all fractures of the Umhs, 
which it is supposed to heal. Though of hut moderate 
extent, yet the wiuds have a gteat enfoct upon it, throw- 
ing it into violent agitation. No vessels are suffered to 
sau here, as its waters are held sacred ; * hut several float- 
ing islands f swim ahout it, ooTcred with reeds and rashes, 
and witli whatever other plants the surrounding marshy 
ground and the edse itself of the lake produce in greater 
ahuodanoe. Each island has its peculiar shape and size, 
but the edges of all (f them are worn away by thf>ir fi:e- 
quent collision with the shore and one another. They are 
all of the same height and motion ; as their respective 
roots, which are formed like the keel of a boat, may be seen 
hanging not very &r down in the water, and at an equal 
depth, on whichever side you stand. Sometimes they move 
in a cluster, and seem to form one entire little continent ; 
sometimes they are dispersed into different quarters by the 
^vinds ; at other times, when it is calm, they float up and 
down separately. You may^ fi-equentljr see one of the 
larger islands sailing along with a lesser joined to it, like a 
ship with its long boat ; or, perhap6, seemins to strive 
which shall out-swim the other : then again they are all 
driven to the same spot, and by joining themselves to the 
shore, sometimes on one side and sometimes on the other, 
lessen or restore tiie size of the lake in this part or that, 
accordingly, till at last uniting in the centre they restore 
it to its usual size. The sheep which graze upon the 
borders of this lake frequently go upon these islands to 
feed, without peroeiving tnat they have left the shore, until 

* See above, note t, letter viii. of this book. 

t The oredit of this aooount does not rest entirely upon onr author : 
Plhuj the elder mentioni these floating islands (L iL 95), and so does 
Benm. who aooonnts for them upon philosophioal prineiples 'Q. N 
iriS25> M. r- r 
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they are alarmed by finding themselveB sammnded with 
water; as though they had been forcibly conveyed and 
placed there. Afterwards, when the wind drives them back 
again, they as little perceiTe their return as their departure. 
This lake empties itself into a river, which, after innning 
a little way, sinks under ground, and, if anything is thrown 
in, brings it up again where the stream emerges. — I have 
given you this account because I imagined it would not be 
less new, nor less agreeable, to yon than it was to me ; as I 
know you take the same pleasure as myself in contemplating 
the works of nature. Farewell. 



LETTER XXL To Arrianus. 

Nothing, in my opinion, gives a more amiable and be- 
coming grace to our studies, as well as manners, than to 
temper the serious with the gay, lest the former should 
<1egenerate into melancholy, and the latter run up into 
levity. Upon this plan it is that I diversify my graver 
works with compositions of a lighter nature. I had chosen 
a convenient plaice and season for some productions of that 
sort to make their appearance in; and designing to ac- 
custom them enrly to the tables of the idle, I fixed upon 
the month of July,* which is usually a time of vacation 
to the courts of justice, in order to read them to some of 

* The months of July and August were a time of vacation to the 
Roman lawvera, the courts of justice being then shut up, that the 
farmers might not be interruptea in their harvest, by being obliged to 
attend iheix law-suits at Rome. 

. . . . < Mesauque revtraae 
Dimiaere fcrum ; neojam iibi iurba reorwn 
Vestibuhf guertUique rogani exire dientea ; 
Cenat oenteni moderatrix judioit hasta.' 

SUtius Syl. L ir. 50. 

Returning harvest bids contention cease, 
And through the wrangling forum all is peace ; 
Kc teasing clients now besiege thy way, 
Nor judges s^e the solemn spear display.' 

However, the eourts, as appeals firom this letter, were sometimes opened 
during this season of vacation, upon cases, perhaps, of partioulat 
amorgency. M, 
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my Mends I bad collected together; and accordingly I 
placed a desk before each couch. But as I happened that 
morning to be unexpectedly called away to attend a cause, 
I took occasion to preface my recital with an apology. I 
entreated my audience not to impute it to me as any want 
of due regard for the bnsiuess to which I had inyited them 
that on the veiy day I had appointed for reading my per* 
furmances to a smaU circle of my friends I did not lefuse 
my scryices to others in their law affairs. I assured tbem 
I would obserre the same rule in my writings, and should 
always give the preference to busine^s, be&re pleasure ; 
to serious engagements, before amusing ones ; and to my 
friends before myself. The poems I recited consisted of a 
variety of subjects in different metres. It is thus that we 
who dare not rely for much upon our abilities endeavour 
to avoid satiating our readers. In compliance with tbe 
earnest solicitation of my audif^nce, I recited for two da} s 
successively ; but not in the manner that several practise, 
by passing over tbe feebler passa^s, and making a merit 
of so doin^ : on the contraiy, I omitted nothing, and freely 
confessed it. I read the whole, that I might correct the 
whole ; which it is impossible those who only select parti- 
cular passages can do. The latter method, indeed, may 
have more the appearance of modesty, and perhaps respect ; 
but the former shows greater simplicity, as well as a more 
affectionate disposition towanls tbe audience. For the 
belief that a man*s friends have so much regard for him 
as not to be weary on these occasions, is a sure indicatii>n 
of the love he bears them. Otherwise, what good do friends 
do you who assemble merely for their own amusement ? 
He who had rather find his friend*s performance correct, 
than make it so, is to be regarded as a stranger^ or one 
who is too lackadaisical to give himself any trouUe. Your 
affection for me leaves me no room to doubt that you are 
impatient to read my book, even in its present very im- 
peifect condition. And so you shall, but not until I have 
made those corrections which were the principal induce* 
ment of my recital. You are already acquainted with 
some parts of it ; but even those, after they have been 
improved (or perhaps spoiled, as is sometimes the case by 
the delay of excessiye reviaion) will seem quite new to 

u 2 
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yoiL For when a pieoe has undergone varioiiB changeti it 
gets to look new, even in those yery parts which remain 
unaltered. Farewell. 



LETTER XXTT. To Giminus. 

Don't you know that okas of people who, though under 
the ahject dominion of every kind of passion themselves, 
feihow a sort of malicions resentment against the vioes of 
others ; and are most severe upon those whom they most 
resemble? Yet, surely, a kindly lenil^ of diKposition, 
even in those who stand in no need of the indulgence of 
others, is of all other virtues the one whiuh most becomes 
them. The most perfect and best of all characters, in my 
estimation, is his who is as ready to pardon the errors of 
mankind as if he were every day guilty of some himself; 
and at the same time as cautious of committing a fault as 
if he never forgave one. It is a rule then which we should 
upon all occasions, both private and public, most religiously 
observe, * to be inexorable towards ourselves, while we 
treat the rest of the world with tenderness, not excepting 
even those who forgive none but themselves ; * rememl^ring 
always what the humane, and, therefore, as well as upon 
other accounts, the great Thrasea used frequently to say : 
' He who hatee vice hatee mankind,* You ask, perhaps, who 
has provoked me to write in this strain ? W ell, a person 
lately — ^but of that when we meet — ^though, upon second 
thoughts, not even then, lest, in condemning and exposing 
hii conduct, I should act counter to that maxim I parti- 
cularly recommend. Whoever, therefoi^ and whatever he 
may lie, shall remain buried in silence : for there is no use 
in setting a mark upon the man, for the sake of example, 
while there will be a great deal in sparing him, for 
''ssake. Farewell. 



LETTER XXm To Maboelluius. 

The deep concern I am under for the death of Junius 
Avitus has rendered me incapable of business, study, oi 
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amusement. He was inyest^ with the laticlare * in my 
house, and in all the honoars he solicited, he was con- 
stantly assisted by my interest. I will add, too, his affec- 
tion and esteem for me were po great that he formed hiH 
manners, and rcj^lated his conduct, according to my guid- 
ance and direction : a disposition very rarely met with 
in our young men nowadayn, for who amonff them will 
deieu to bubmit to the experience of their elders or the 
antnority of their superiors ? They think themselves at 
once full of all wisdom and knowledge ; there is no one 
they look up to, no one they imitate, and they imagine 
they are a sufficient example to themselves. But Avitus 
was of a Terr different stamp ; he especially showed his 
wisdom in believioK there were some who had more ; and 
his knowledge, in his desire to learn. He was CTcr cou- 
suiting me upon some poitit relating to his studies, or his 
conduct ; and he always parted from you with the feeling 
that he had been improTcd, either on account of the 
attention with which he listened, or the strict enquiries 
he made about eyerytlung. "With what respect be treated 
Seryianus, one of the most accomplished men of the age ! 
Ayitus knew how to yalue such uncommon merit, as well 
as to endear himself to him in his turn. Accordingly 
when Seryianus went as lieutenant from Germany into 
Pannonia,t he attended him as tribune ; not so much in 
the character of fellow soldier as of friend and admirer. 
With what diligence and due deference did he execute the 
office of quaestor under seyeral consuls, who all esteemed 
him, not only as an useful and experienced servant, but as 
a pleasing and agreeable companion ? With what vigilant 
application did ne solicit this very aedileship,) from the 

* Bee book iL letter is. note *. 

t A very extenslTe piovinoe, oomprehending part of Aiutria, Hun- 
gary, fto. JC 

X The aedilee were at first two offloert chosen out of the body of the 
eommons, in order to assist the tribunes in the disdiarge of some pur- 
tteolar parts of their oiBee, the diief of which was the care of public 
edifices. Others were afterwards elected out of the nobility, to inspect 
public ganie% determine causes relating to the selling or ezchannng 
of estates, to superrise the publie stores of con^ and other proTin>ns, 
fte. KeiL Antiq. pp. 116, 117. Jf. 
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onjoymeDt of whioh he is now prematuroly snatched ? A 
reflection that gives a peculiar poignancy to my grief fox 
the loss of him. His unavailins labours, his fruitless can- 
vassings, and the honour which he merited only, never 
enjoprc^, are for ever before me. The circumstance of his 
liaving first put on the laticlave under my roof; the first 
and the last votes I ever gave him ; the conversations we 
have had, and the consultations we have held, all return 
fresh upon my mind. It affects me when I consider his 
youth, and reflect upon the iiTeparable loss his family has 
sustained : an aged parent, a young wife to whom he had 
not been married much above a year ; an infant daughter 
just bom ; so many pleasing hopes, so many tender joys, 
all reversed and destroyed m one day I Only just elected 
aedile, a young husband and father, he was suddenly 
Hnatched from the midst of these enjoyments, and has left 
behind him an honour untasted, a mother inconsolable, a 
widowed wife, and an orphan infant, who will have tiie 
misfortune of never having known her father ! But what 
increases my tears upon this melancholy occasion is that, 
l)eing absent when this accident happened, I never knew 
of his sickness, till I heard of his death, and had no time 
to prepare myself for this cruel stroke, by previous appre- 
hension I— Such is the present distress of my mind ! — ^You 
must not wonder then that it is the whole subject of my 
letter ; for I am not able, at pi'esent, to think or talk of 
anything else. Farewell. 



LETTER XXIV. To Maximus. 

My affection for you obliges me, not indeed t6 direct 
you (for you are far above the want of a guide), but to 
admonish you carefully to observe and resolutely to put in 
practice what you already know, that is, in other words, 
to know it to better purpose. Consider that you are sent 
to that noble province, Achaia, the real and genuine Greece, 
where politeness, learning, and even agriculture itself, are 
supposed to have taken their first rise ; sent to regulate the 
condition of free cities ; sent, that is, to a society of men 
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who breathe the spirit of true manhood and liberty ; * who 
have maintained the rights they received from Kature, by 
conrage, bv Tirtne, by alliances ; in a word, by civil ancl 
reli^ons utith. Bevere the gods their founders; thei^ 
ancient gloiy, and even that very antiquity itself which, 
Tenei-able in men, is sacred in states. Honour them there- 
fore for their deeds of old renown, nay, their very legendary 
traditions. Grant to every one his full dignity, privileges, 
yes, and the indulgence of his Tery vanity, llemember it 
was from tius nation we derived our laws ;f that she did 

* 'It is remarkable that even after Greece was absorbed in the Bo- 
man empire, and became a proTinoe to it under the name of AchaJa, it 
did not lose with its power and sovereignty tbat lively sense and love 
of liberty which was the peonliar character of that people, amongst 
whom the arts were produced and brought to perfection. The Romans, 
when they had sobdued Greece, left that generous, braTe, polite people 
in possession of many of their rights and privileges. And they main- 
tained such an ardent seal for liberty that, to name no other instances 
of it, when the civil wars happened in Italy, the Athenians very warmly 
espoused the part of Pompej^ who fought for the republic : and after 
Oaesar was killed, they erected statues in honour of Brutus and Oassius, 
near to those of Harmodius and Aristogiton, their ancient deliverers. 
It was hence Greece, Athens in partioular, after it was very much 
fttllen and degenerated, continued still to be the metropolis of sciences, 
the school of all the fine arts, the standard and centre of good taste in 
all works of genius, to CScero's time, and long afterwards; insomuch 
that Borne sent its most illustrious youth to be perfected there in 
polite literature, eloquence, philosophy, and all the mgenions arts and 
sciences ; and the emperors who loved learning, if they could not go to 
Greece and become scholars there, as some of them did, brought 
Greece to them by inviting and receiving into their palaces its most 
celebrated professors and artists, and even intrusting the education of 
their children with Greek masters. Now their contmuing to excel in 
the arts and sciences, to what else can it be attributed but to this, that, 
with some small remains of liberty, thev retained the spirit of liberty, 
the love of it, and seal for it? It was indeed in consequence of tins 
atone that they maintained, in some degree, even till Italy was quite 
overrun with barbarism, a sovereignty the Bomans could not take 
from them ; a sovereignty in science, arts, and good taste. 'Tis impos- 
sible to account for it in any other way : they preserved the arts m a 
very great degree, because they retained the spirit of liberty in a very 
extraordinary one.' TumbuU on Ancient Fainting, p. 100. Jf. 

t About the year of Boajfi 800, that is, 452 vears before Ghrist, 
ambassadors were sent into Greece, to make a collection of such laws 
and customs as the wisdom of that cultured people had established^ 
particularly the famous ones of Solon. At their return, these laws 
W€Ye approved and confirmed, and, together with some additional ones, 
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not reoei^a ours by oonquest, but gave xm ben by fevour 
Bemember, it ia Athena to which you go ; it ia Laoedaemor 
you govern ; and to deprive auoh a people of the dedining 
ahadowy the remaining name of liberty would be oiuel, in* 
human, barbaroua. Phytdoiana, you aee, though in aickneaa 
there ia no dififerenoe between freedom and alavery, yet treat 
peraona of the former rank with more tendemeaa than Uioae 
of the latter. Beflect what theae oitiea once were ; but no 
reflect aa not to deapiae them for what they are now. Far 
be pride and aaperity from my friend ; nor fear, by a proper 
oondeacenaion, to lay vouraolf open to oontempt Oau he 
who ia yeated with the power and beara the enaigna of 
auiboxityy can he fail of meeting with reajiect. unleaa by 
purauing baae and aordid meaaurea, and firat breaking 
through that reverence he owea to himaelf ? Ill, believe 
me, ia power proved by inault; ill can terror command 
veneration, ana far more effeotual ia affection in obtaining 
one'a purpobe than fear, For terror operatea no longer 
than ita object ia preaent, but love producea ita effecta with 
ita object at a diatance : and aa abaence ohangea the former 
into hiEitred, it raiaea the latter into n apect. And there- 
fore you ought (and I cannot but repeat it too often), vou 
ought to well conaider the nature of your office, and to 
repreaent to youraelf how gi-eat and important tiie taak ia 
of ^vemiog a free atate. For what can be better fur 
aociety than auch goyemment, what can be more pre- 
cioua than freedom? How ignoininioua then muat hia 
conduct be who tuma good government into anarchy, and 
liberty into alavery ? To these oonaiderationa let me add, 
that you have an eatabliahed reputation to maintain ; the 
fame you acquired bv the adnuniatration of the quaeator- 
ahip in Bithvnia, * the good opinion of the empeior, the 
credit you obtained when you were tribime and praetor, 
in a word, thia very government, which may be looked 
upon aa the reward of your former aeiyicea, are all ao 

ware engraven on ten tabtea of breas. Two other teblaa of laws were 
•con aflerweidi added to theae, which, together with the fbrmer, went 
by the name of the iwelTe tahlea, and were looked upon aa tlie fonntaui 
of aU Uw, puUio aod private Uj. h iii. c. 81. Fenttie, Uiat. dea 
LoisoiT.o.5. jr. 
* A proTinoo in Aaatolia, of Amm IHiaor. if. 
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many glorious weights which are incumbent upon you to 
support with suitable dignity. The mcire strenuously 
therefore you ought to endeaTour that it mav not be said 
you showed greater urbanity, integrity, and ability in a 
prorince remote from Rome, than in one which lies so 
much nearer the capital; in the midst of a nation of 
slayes,' than among a fre people ; that it may not be re- 
marked, that it was chance, and not judgment, appointed 
you to this office ; that your character was tmknown and 
unexperienced, not tried and approTed. For (and it is a 
maxim which vour reading and conTersation must haye 
often suggested to you) it is a far sreater disgrace losing 
the name one has once acquired than neyer to haye at- 
tained it. I again beg you to be persuaded that I did 
not write this letter with a design of instruction, but of 
reminder. Though indeed, if I had, it would haye only 
been in consequence of the great affection I bear you : a 
sentiment which I am in no fear of carrying beyouji its 
just bounds : for there can be no danger of excess where 
one cannot love too welL FaiewelL 
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BOOK IX. 



LETTER I. To MAZUfas. 

I HAVE fr6(|uently reoommended you to be aa expeditioiui 
as poaaible in publishing what you have written either in 
detence of your^elf or against Planta ; or rather indeed (aa 
the oircumstances of the case demanded) what you drew 
up for both purposes ; but I particularly urge this advioe 
upon you noto that I hear he is dead. For, although you 
have read this piece to many of your friends, and put it 
into the hands of others, yet I should be extremely sorry 
that the world should suspect you only began after his 
death what it is most certain you had finished during his 
life. Let not your reputation for firmness and resolution 
be called in question. And it will not when both the 
candid and the malicious world shall know it was not the 
death of your adversary that emboldened you to write, 
but that this event only anticipated the opportunity of 
publishing this piece. And thus you will avoid the im- 
putation, 

* With coward joy to triumph o*er the dead : * 

for what you wrote before his death will be considered 
as published during his lifetime* provided you publish it 
soon. If therefore vou have any other work on hand, 
do postpone that for tne present, and give your last finish- 
ing touches to this performance. It seemed to me indeed, 
when I formerly read it, to want no imprevements ; and 
so it ought now to seem to jou, as Neither the subject itself 
quires nor the time will admit of longer delay. Fare- 
velL 

LETirrEB IL To Sabinus. 

Tour earnest request that I would write you very ire* 
quent and very long letters is extremely agreeable to me. 

* Horn. Od. lib. xxU. t. 412. 
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If I have forborne to do bo, it has been partly because you 
were busy and I did not like to diatnrb you ; and partly 
from some very cold and uninteresting affsiirs of my 
own, which engage my thoughts, and at the same timd- 
suppress my ideas. B^des, I have not a sufiSoient supply 
of matter for frequent letters ; and am by no means in the 
same situation that Tully was, whom you point out to me 
as an example. He not only possessed a most enlarged 
mind, but the circumstances of the times in which ho 
lived furnished him with a Tariety of noble oocanions of 
exercising it. As fur myself, you know (without my tell- 
ing you) to what narrow limits I am confined, unless mjr 
letters were to turn upon the fictitious and pedantic topics 
of the schools. But when I consider you m the midst of 
arms and encampments, animated by maitial music, or 
fatigued with toil and heat; how a rout d would it be to 
talk to you upon such subjects? This is my apolo^, 
and I think it a reasonable one ; however, I almost wish 
you would not accept it: for to i eject the excuses of a 
fiiend upon such an occasion, be they evor so just, is an 
evident proof of a warm affection. FarewelL 



LETTEB III. To FiuuNUS. 

Others may think as they please ; but the happiest man, 
in my opinion, is he who lives in the conscious anticipa- 
tion of an honest and enduring name, and secure of future 
glory in the ejjres of posterity. I confess, if I had not the 
reward of an immortal reputation in view, I should pi'^fer 
a life of uninterrupted ease and indolent retirement to any 
other. There seem to be two points worthy every man s 
attention: endless fame, or the shoi*t duration of life. 
Those who are actuated by the former motive ought to 
exert themselves to the very utmost of their power ; while 
such as are infiuenced by the latter should quietly resign 
themselves to repose, and not wear out a short life in 
perishable pursuits, as we see so many doing — and then 
sink at last into utter self-contempt, in the midst of a 
wretched and fruitless course of false industry. These 
are my daily reflections, which I coiamunicate to you, in 
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ordei to renounoe them if you do not agree with them ; at 
undouhtedly you will, who are for ever meditating some 
glorious and immortal enterpriae. FarewelL 

LETT£B lY. To Macrinus. 

I should fear you would think the speech whioh you 
will reoeive with this letter immoderately lon^ if it were 
not of such a nature as to require heiug divided into 
sections: which, consisting of distinct charges, has the 
appearance of so many hoparate speeches. Wherever there- 
fore you begin or eud, vou may consider what follows, 
either as connected with what precedes, or making of 
itself a new subject ; so that you may look upon it as verv 
diffuse upon the whole, and yet as extremely concise witn 
respect to its particular parts. FarewelL 

liETTEB V. To Tieo. 

You deserve the highest praise for the mildness with 
which, as I am informed (and I make very strict enquiry S 
vou administer justice in your province; one principal 
biiinch of which is to distinguish merit in every degree, 
and so to gain the love of the lower rank as to preserve at 
the same time the afifection of their superiors. But it is 
au enor many have fallen into, that while they endeavour 
to avoid the appearance of favouring the great, they run 
into the contrary extreme, and gain the character of acting 
ill-manneredly or ill-naturedly; an error which you are 
&r from guilty of, I ^ell kngw. However, I cannot forbear 
adding a caution to my praise, and recommending you to 
conduct yourself in such a manner as to nreserve the 
proper distinctions of rank and dignity, wnich, if once 
confounded, and all thrown upon a level, nothing can be 
more unequal than that kind of equality. FarewelL 

LETTEB VI. To Oalvisius. 

I have spent these several days past, in reading and 
writing, with the most pleasing tranquillity imaginable. 
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You will ask, ' How that can po^8ibl7 be in the midnt o( 
Rome?' It was the time of orlebrating the CircenHan* 
games ; an entertainment for whioh I haye not the least 
taste, lliey have no noveltj, no Tarietjr to reoommend 
them, nothing, in short, one would wish to see twioe. It 
does the more surprise me therefore that so many thousand 

nle should be possessed with the childish passion of 
ring so often to see a parcel of horses gallop, and men 
standing upright in their chariots. If, indeed, it were the 
swiftness of the horses, or the skill of the men that 
attracted them, there might be some pretenoe of reason for 
it. But it is the dre$$^ they like , it is the dress that 
takes their fancy. And if, in the niidHt of the course and 
contest, the different parties were to change colours, their 
different partisans would change sides, and instantly desert 
the yery same men and horses whom just before they were 
eagerly following with their eyes, as far as they oomd see, 
and shouting out their names with all their might Such 
mighty charms, such wondrous power reside in the 
colour of a paltry tunic I And this not only with the 
common crowd (more contemptible than the dress they 
espouse), but even ynih serious-thinking people. When I 
observe such men thus insatiably fond of so silly, so low, 
no uninteresting, so common an entertainment, I congratu- 
late myself on mv indifference to these pleasures : and am 
glad to employ the leisure of this season upon my books, 
which others throw away upon the most idle occupations, 
FarewelL 

* These gmmei were origiiially of Grecian extraction, but first Intro* 
doced among the Romans oy Romulus^ in order to fiivoor his design of 
carrying df the Sabine virgins : thoy consisted of horse and oluuriot 
races. £b. JC 

t The p e r for mers at these games were divided into companies, dis- 
tineninhea by the partionlar colonr of their habits; the principal of 
which were tiie white, the red, the blue, and the green. Aocoraingly 
the spectators fitvonred one or the other ooloor, as nnmoor and capnce 
indtned them. In the reisn of Justinian a tamnlt* arose in Oonstan- 
tinople, ooossioined merely by a onntention among the partisans of these 
several colours, wherein no less than 80,000 men lost meir lives. M, 



* Fnieoa. da BeL. Ptorsie. I !• 
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LETTER Vn. To Romanus. 

I am pleased to find by your letter that you are engaged 
in building ; for I may now defend m^ own conduct by 
your example. I am myself employed in the same sort of 
work ; and since I have you, who shall deny I have reason 
on my side? Our situations too are not dissimilar; your 
buildings are carried on upon the sea-coast, mine ai'e 
rising upon the side of the LHrian lake. I have several 
villas upon the borders of thin lake, but there are two 
particularly in which, as I take mo»it delight, so they give 
me most employment. Tbev are both situated like those 
at Baiae :* one of them stands upon a rock, and overlooks 

* Now called Oastello di Baia, in Terra di Lavoro. It was the place 
the Bornans ohoae for their winter retreat ; and which they frequented 
upon account of its warm hatha. Some few ruins of the heautiftil villas 
that once covered this delightful coast still remain ; and nothing can 
give one a hip^her idea of the prodigious expense and magnificence of 
the Romans m their private buildings than the manner in which some 
of these were situated. It appears from this letter, as well as from 
several other passages in the classic writers, that they actually pro- 
jected into the sea, being erected upon vast piles sunk for that purpose. 
Virgil draws a heautif alsimile from this custom, where he compares the 
massy spear which Tumus let fly at Bitias, to one of those enormous 
piles thrown into the Baian sea. 

' Quali$ in ExJboioo Baiaarmn lUtore quondam 
Saxeapila oaditf magnia quean molUnu ante 
Conttrudam jaoiunt ponto ; sib ilia rumam 
Frona trahU penitusqu$ vadia iUiaa rdcutvbii ; 
Miscmt 99 mariOf 9t nigrae attottuntur arenae' 
Aen.iz.710. 

TRANSLATION. 

* So from the Baian mole, whoee stmcturet rise 
High o'er the flood, a massy fragment flies ; 
The rapid rolling pile all headlong sweeps 
With one yast length of ruin to the deeps ; 
Thick hoil the billows, and on eyery side 
Work the dark sands, and blacken all the tide.' 

(Pitt.) 

Horoce also, in one of his moral Odes, points out and exposes tlili 
amazing luxury of building : 

' 2W 9ecanda marmora 

Looa9 mJb tjpaum funm ; it 9epuicri 
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the lake; tbe other actnallv tonohes it. The first, sup- 
ported as it were by the lofty buskin,* I call my iraaic ; 
the other, as resting upon tbe bumble sook, my eomie villa. 
Eaoh has its own peouliar charm, recommending it to its pos- 
sessor so much more on aoconiit of this very di&renoe. The 
former commands a wider, the latter enjoys a nearer view vf 
the lake. One, by a gentle curve, embraces a little bay ; 
the other, being built upon a greater height, forms two. Here 
you have a stiait walk extending itself along the banks of 
the lake ; there, a spacious terrace that falls by a gentle 
descent towards it. The former does not feel the force of 
the waves ; the latter breaks them ; from thai you see the 
fishins-vessels ; from ihie you may fish yourself, and throve 
your Hue out of your room, and almost from your bed, 
as from off a boat. It is the beauties therefore these 
agreeable villas possess that tempt me to add to them 

Itnmemory atmis domot ; 

Mariaque Baiis dbstrepentis urges 
Summovera lUtoraf 

Parwn locuptea oontinmte Hpa,' 

Carm. U. 18. 

TRANSLATION. 

* Ton, with ikoaghtlen pride elate, 
Unconsdons of impending fate, 
Command the pillared dome to rise, 
When, lo t thr tomb forgotten lies ; 
And though the waves indignant roar. 
Forward yon urge the Baian shore. 
While earth's too narrow bounds in vaitt 
Thy guilty progress would restrain/ 

(Mr. Francis.) JL 

And here, indeed, luxury seems to have reigned in her most licentious 
refinements of all kinds ; while the principal amusement of the place 
consisted in sailine upon the gulf in gaily painted barks, aooompanied 
with all the melnng softness that exquisite wines, fine women, and 
rapturous musio could inspire. There was something even in the 
natural as weU as artificial turn of the scene, which seemed formed to 
tiurow the mind into a state of softness and dissipation : insomuch that 
Seneca, with all his atoical fortitude, durst not trust himself in it above 
a day. See Seneca, Ep. 51. M. 

* The buskin was a kind of high shoe worn upon the stage hj the 
actors of tragedy, in order to give them a more heroicol elevation oi 
stature; as the sock was something between a shoe and stocking, and 
appropriated to the comir playm. JC 
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thoiie whioh are wanting.— But I need not assign a reason 
to yon ; who. undoubteialv, will think it a siSSdent one 
that I follow your example. Farewell. 



LETTER Ym To Auqurinus. 

Were I to begin praising you, from whom I haye reoeiyed 
80 much praise, I am afraid it might look as if I did so, 
not f>o much to show my judgment, as my gratitude 
NeTertheleb^ I will not soruple to say that I think all yom 
writings are full of beauty ; especially, you may be sure, 
those of which I am the subject. And the same reason 
will acoount both for their deserving that character, and 
for my thinkine so : for as, on the one hand, you ever 
succeed best when friendship inspires you, so, on the 
cither, I always like best what flatters my vanity. Fare- 
well. 

LETTER IX. To Colo. 

I ereatly admire the generous ^ief you show for tho 
death of rompeius Quintianus, as it is a proof that your 
afifection for your departed friend does not terminate with 
his life. Far different from those who love, or rather, I 
Bhould more properly say, who counterfeit love to none bnt 
the living. Nor indeed even that any longer than they 
are the favouiites of fortune; for the unhappy and the 
dead are equally forgotten by them. But ffour fiiendship 
is raised upon a more lasting foundation, and the con- 
stancjr of your affection can only end with your life. 
Quintianus, moat certainly, well deserved to meet with 
that ffonerous warmth from his fiiends of which he was 
hims^f so bright an example. He loved them in pros- 

Serity; protected them in adversity; lamented them in 
eath. What an open oountonanoe his was I how delibe* 
rate and deferential he was in conversation I how equally 
did he temper gpfuvity with ^iety I how fond he was of 
learning I what a discerning judgment he possessed 1 how 
dutiful to a fetther of a ver^ different character I and how 
happily did he reconcile filial pioty with inflexible virtue 
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and ooniinue a good son, without forfeiting the title of a 
good man I — But why do I aggravate your affliction by r^ 
minding you of his worth ? Yet I know your affeotion for 
the memory of this excellent youth is so strong that you 
had rather endure that pain than Bu£fer his virtues to be 
passed over in silence ; especially by me, whose applause, 
yon imagine, will adorn his actions, extend his fame, and 
restore him, as it were, to that life from which he is pre- 
maturely snatched. Farewell. 



LETTER X. To TAcrras.* 

I should be glad enough to follow your advice; but 
there is sucli a scarcity of boars that it is impossible to 
reconcile Minerva with Diana, who, you think, ought to be 
worshipped together. I must content myself, then, with 
paying my single devotion to the former ; though in an 
easy, lazy 8oi*t of wav, as considering the heat of the 
season, and the privileged indolence of retirement. I 
composed, indeed, a few trifles on my journey here, which 
are only fit to be destroyed, as they are written in the 
same negligent and inattentive style in which one usually 
chats upon the road. Since I came to my villa, I have 
made some few additions to them, not finding myself in a 
humour to turn my thoughts to things of more conse- 
quence. Thus my poems, which you suppose are beine 
brought to such a pitch of perfection amid the silence and 
Bolemnity of woods and groves, are, really, quite at a stand. 

* Catanaens, with some other commentators, imagines this letter does 
not belong to Pliny, but is the answer of Tacitus to the 6th epistle of 
the first book. He supports this conjecture, indeed, by no authority ; 
only thinks ii falls in exactly with the letter to which he supposes it an 
answer, and ikncies he discovers something in the style different from 
our author's manner. But upon a oompanson of the two lett^n, tiiere 
seems little renson to believe one is an answer to the other. And as to 
the difference of style (if there really be any) which the translator con- 
fesses he has not penetration enough to discover, it is much too pre- 
carious an argument to have any weight in the case. The supposition 
of Casaubon seems more |>robable, who thinks this epistle miffht be 
occasioned by one from Tacitus, in which he reminded Pliny of lus own 
advice to him, in that letter to which Oatanaeus imagines tfadi aa 
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But I have royiaed a short speech or two ; though that 
kind of work is disagreeable and repulsive enough, and 
has a much nearer resemblance to rustic labours than 
rural amusements. FarewelL 



LETTEB XL To GsMimrs. 

Tour letter was particularly acceptable to me, as it 
mentioned your desire that I would send you something of 
mine, addressed to you, to insert in your works. I shall 
find a more appropiiate occasion of complying with your 
request than that which you propose, the subject you 
point out to me being attended with some objections ; and 
when you re-consider it, you will think so. — Ka 1 did not 
imagine there were any booksellers at Lugdunum,* I am 
so much the more pleased to learn that my works are sold 
there. I rejoice to find they maintain the character 
abroad which they raised at home ; and I begin to flatter 
myself they have some merit, since persons of such distant 
countries are agreed in their opinion with regfird to them. 
Farewell. 



LETTER XIL To Junior. 

A certain friend of mine lately chastised his son, in my 
presence, for being somewhat too expensive in HIoq matter 
of dogs and horses. ' And piuy,' I asked him, when the 
youth had left us. ' did you never commit a fault yourself 
which deserved your fauier's correction? Did you never? 
I repeat. Nay, are you not sometimes even now guilty of 
errors which your son, were he in your place, might with 
equal gravity reprove? Are not sll mankind subject to 
indiscretions ? And have we not each of us our particular 
follies in which we fondly indulge ourselyes ? ' 

The great affection I have for you induced me to set 
this instance of unreasonable severity before you — a 
caution not to treat yowr son with too much handiness 
and severity. Consider, he is but a boy, and that thero 

* LyODA. 
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was a time when you were so too. In exerting, tberofoi-e, 
the authority of a father, remember always that you are a 
man, and the parent of a man. FarewelL 



LETTER XIII. To Quadbatus. 

The pleasure and attention with which you road the 
rindioation I published of Helvidius,* has greatly mised 
your curiosity, it seems, to be informed of those particulars 
relating to tJiat afiair, which are not mentioned in the 
defenoe ; as you were too youn$i; to be present yonrself at 
that transaction. When Domitian was assassinated, a 
glorious opportunity, I thought, offeied itself to me of 
pursuing the guilty, yindioating the injured, and advancing 
my own reputation. But amidst an infinite variety of 
the blackest crimes, none appeared to me more atrocious 
than that a senator, of praetorian dignity, and inyested 
with the sacred character of a judge, should, eyen in the 
very senate itself, lay yiolent hands upon a member f of 
that body, one of consular rank, and who then stood 
arraigned before him. Besides this general consideration, 
I also happened to be on terms of particular intimacy with 
Helyidius, as far as this was possible with one who, through 
fear of the times, endeavoured to veil the lustre of his fame, 
and his virtues, in obscuiity and retirement. Arria likewise, 
and her daughter Fannia, who was mother-in-law to Hel- 
vidius, were in the number of my friends. But it was not 
so much private attachments as the honour of Ihe public, 
a just indignation at the action, and the danger of the 
example if it should pass unpunished, that animated me 
upon the occasion. At the first restoration of liberty ,f 
every man singled out his particular enemy (though it 

* He was aconsed of treason, under pretence that in a dramatic piece 
wMoh he composed he had, in the characters of Paris and Oenone, re- 
flected upon Domitian for diyoioing his wife Domitia. Suet in Yit 
Domiic. 10. if. 

t Helvidins. 

X upon the aooeaiion of Nerra to the empire, after the death ol 
Domitian. M. 

X 2 
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must be confessed, those only of a lower rank), and, in the 
midst of much damour and confuaion, no sooner brought 
the charge than procured the condemnation. But for 
myself, I thought it would be more reasonable and more 
e£feotual, not to take advantage of the general resentment 
of Uie public, but to crush this criminal with the single 
weight of his own enormous guilt. When therefiire the 
first heat of publio indignation began to cool, and dedin- 
ing passion gave way to justice, though I was at that time 
under great affliction for the loss of my wife.* I sent to 
Anteia, the widow of Helvidius, and desired her to come 
to me, as my late misfortune prevented me from appearing 
in public. When she arrived, I said to her, ' I am re- 
solved not to sufifer the injuries your husband has received, 
to pass unrevenged ; let Arria and Fannia' (who were just 
returned from exile) ' know this ; and consider together 
whether you would care to join with me in the prose- 
cution. Not that I want an associate, but I am not so 
jealous of my own glory as to refuse to share it with you 
in this aflfair.' She accordingly carried this message; and 
they all agreed to the proposid without the least hesitatior 
It happened very opportimely that the senate was to meet 
within three days. It was a general rule with me to con- 
sult, in all my amdrs, with Ooreilius, a person of the greatest 
far-sightedness and wisdom this age has produced. How-r 
ever, in the present cabe, I relied entirely upon my own 
discretion, bemg apprehensive he would not approve of my 
design, as he was very cautious and deliberate. But 
though I did not preyiously ti^ke counsel with him (ex- 
perience having taught me, never to do so with a person 
oonceming a question we have already determined, where 
he has a right to expect that one shall be decided by 
his judgment), vet I pould not forbear^ acquainting him 
with my resolution at the tip^e I intended to cany it into 
execution. The senate being assembled* I came into the 
house, and begged I might have leave to wake a motion ; 
which I did in few words, and with genen^l assent. When 
I began to touch upon the charge, and point out the person 

* Our aathor's first wife; of whom ws have no particular soooqai 
4^ her death, he manied his fitTOuiite Oalpuniia. JC 
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t intended to accuse (thongh as Tet withont mentioning 
him by name), I was attacked on all sides. ' Let ns know,' 
exclaims one, ' who is the subject of this informal motion ? ' 

* Who is it' (asked another) ' that is thus accused, without 
acquainting the house with his name, and his crime?' 

* Surely ' (added a third) * we who have surrived the late 
dangerous times may expect now, at least, to remain in 
security.' I heard all tnis with perfect calmness, and 
without being in the least alarmed. Such is the e£fect of 
oonscious integrity ; and so much difference is there with 
reroeot to inspiring confidence or fear, whether the world 
had only rather one should forbear a certain act, or abso- 
lutely condemns it. It would be too tedious to relate all 
that was advanced, by different parties, upon this occasion. 
At length the consul said, 'Tou will be at liberty, Secundus, 
1o propose what you think proper when your turn comes 
to give your opinion upon the order of the day.' * I 
replied, • You must allow me a liberty which you never 
yet refused to any ;* and so sat down : when immediately 
the house went upon another business. In the meanwhile, 
one of my consular friends took me aside, and, with great 
earnestness telling me he thought I had carried on this 
affair wi'h more boldness than prudence, used every method 
of reproof and persuasion to prevail with me to desist; 
adding at the same time that I should certainly, if I per- 
severed, render myself obnoxious to some future prince. 
< Be it so,' I returned, ' should he prove a bad one.' Scarcely 
had he left me when a second came up : ' Whatever,' said 
he, • are you attempting? Why ever will you ruin your- 
self? Do you consider the risks you expose yourself to ? 
Why will yon presume too much on the present situation of 

Eublio affairs, when it is so uncertain what turn they may 
ereafber take? You are attacking a man who is actually 
at the head of the treasuiy, and will shortly be consul. 
Benides, recollect what credit he has, and with what 
powerful friendships he is supported?* Upon which he 
named a certain person, who (not without several strong 

* It is very remarkable that, when any senator was asked his opinion 
In the house, he had the pri^ege of speaking as kmg as he pleased 
noon any other aflhir before he eame to the point in qnesticn. Anl. 
(iell lib It. 0. 10. M. 
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and suspicCous rumours) was tben at the bead of a powerful 
army in tLe east. I replied, 

* ** All Tje foreseen, and oft ia thought roTolVd ; " * 

and am willing, if fate shall so decree, to Bu£fer in an 
honest cause, provided I can draw vengeance down upon a 
most infamous one.' The time for the members to give 
ihoir opinion was now arrived. Domitius Apollinaris, the 
consul elect, spoke first ; after him Fabricius Yejento, then 
Fabins Maximinus, Yettius Proculus next (who married 
my wife's mother, and who was colleague of Publiciua 
Oertus, the person on whom the debate turned), and last of 
all Ammius Flaccus. They all defended Oertus, as if I 
bad named him (though I had not yet bo much as once 
mentioned him), and entered upon his justification as if I 
had exhibited a specific charge. It is not necessary to 
repeat in this place what they respectively said, having 
given it all at length in their words, in the speech above- 
mentioned. AvidiuB Quietus and Oomutus TertuUus an- 
swered tbem. The former observed, ' that it was extremely 
unjust not to hear the complaints of those who thought them- 
selves injured, and therefore that Arria and Fannia ought 
not to be denied the privilege of laying their grievances 
before the house ; and that the point for the consideration of 
the senate was not the rank of the person, but the merit 
of the cause.' Th^n Comutus rose up and acquainted the 
house, ' that, as he was appointed guardian to the daughter 
of Helvidius by the consuls, upon the petition of her 
mother and her father-in-law, he felt himself compelled to 
fulfil the duty of his trust In the execution of which, 
however, he would endeavour to set some bounds to his 
indignation by following that great example of moderation 
which those excellent women f had set, who contented 
themselves with barely informing the senate of the cruelties 
which Oertus committed in order to carry on his infamous 
adulation; and therefore,' he said, * he would only move that, 
if a punishment due to a crime so notoriously known 
should be remitted, Oertus might at least be branded with 
some mark of the displeasure of that august assembly •* 

* Aeneid, lib. yI. t. 105. f Arria and Fannia. 
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8atriii8 Bofus spoke next, and, meaning to steer a middle 
oouTse, exj^ressed himself with considerable ambiffaify. ' I 
am of opinion/ said he, ' that gpreat injustice will be done 
to Gertns if he is not acquired (for I do not scniple to 
mention his name, since the friends of Arria and Fannia, as 
-well as his own, have done so too), nor indeed have we anv 
occasion for anxiety npon this account. We who think 
well of the man shall judge him with the same impartiality 
as the rest ; but if he is innocent, as I hope he is, and 
shall be glad to find, I think this house may very justly 
deny the present motion till some charge has been preyed 
against him.' Thup, according to the respective order in 
which they were called upon,* they delivered their several 
opinions. "When it came to my turn, I rose up, and, using 
the same introduction to mv speech as I have published in 
the defence, I replied to them severally. It is surprising 
with what attention, what clamorous applause I was heard, 
even by those who just before were loudest against me : 
such a wonderful change was wrought either oy the im- 
portance of the affair, the sucoessM progress 'of the speech, 
or the resolution of the advocate. After I had finished, 
Vejento attempted to reply ; but the general clamour raised 
against him not permitting him to go on, ' I entreat you,' 
conscript fathers, f said he, ' not to oblige me to imploi-e 
the assistance of the tribunes.' | Immediately the tri- 
bune Murena cried out, ' You have mv permission, most 
illustrious Vejento, to go on.' But stiU the clamour was 
renewed. In the interval, the consul ordered the house 
to divide, and having counted the voices, dismissed the 
senate, leaving Vejento in the midst, still attempting to 
speak. He made great complaints of this affront (as 

* In the early times of the repnblio theybegftn by addng the opinion 
of the prince of the eenate, ana the rest went on each according to his 
age. Under the emperors, their will served as a role : for as the prince 
presided in the senate, he demanded the opinion of him first whom he 
thought fit to do that honour : however, he more usually began with 
the consuls. If. 

t The appellation hj irhich the senate was addressed. If. 

t The tribunes were magistrates chosen at first out of the body of 
the commons, fiv the defence of their liberties, and to interpose in all 
grievances offered by their superiors. Their authority attended OTen 
to the deliberations of the senate. M. 
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he called it), applying the following lines of Homer to 
himself: 

* Great perilB, fiither, wait the miaqiial fight ; 
Thofle youDger champioDa will thj itrengUi o^eraome.* * 

There was hardly a man in the senate that did not embrace 
and kiss me, and all strove who should applaud me most, 
for haying, at the cost of private enmities, revived a custom 
so long disused, of freely consulting the senate upon affairs 
that concern the honour of the public; in a word, for 
having wiped off that reproach wnich was thrown upon It 
by other orders in the state, * that the senators mutually 
favoured the members of their own body, while they were 
very severe in animadverting upon the rest of their fellow- 
citizens.' All this was transacted in the absence of Certus ; 
who kept out of the way either because he suspected some* 
thing of this nature was intended to be moved, or ^s was 
alleged in his excuse) that he was really unwell. Gaesar, 
however, did not refer the examination of this matter to 
the senate. But I succeeded, nevertheless, in my aim, 
another person being appointed to succeed Certus in the 
consulship, while the election of his colleague to that office 
was confirmed. And thus, the wish wiw which I con- 
cluded my speech, was actually accomplished : * May he be 
obliged,' said I, * to renounce, under a virtuous prinoe,f 
that reward he received from an infamous oneTJ Some 
time after I recollected, as well as I could, the speech I 
had made upon this occasion; to which I made several 
additions. It happened (though indeed it had the appear- 
ance of being something more than casual) that a few days 
after I had published ^is piece, Oertus was taken ill and 
died. I was told that his imagination was continually 
haunted with this afiG^ir, and kept picturing me ever be- 
fore his eyes, as a man pursuing nim with a drawn sword. 
Whether there was any truth in this rumour, I will not 
venture to assert ; but, for the sake of example, however, 

* Diomed'a speech to Nestor, advising him to letize tma the field of 
battle, niad. Tlii 102. Pope. M. 

t Nerya. 

X Domitian ; by whom he had beea appointed oonsol eleet, though 
he had not yet entered npon that oflBoe. iC 
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I oould wish it might gain credit. And now I have sent 
you a letter whioh (considering it is a letter) is as long as 
the defence you say you have read : but you must thank 
yourself for not being content with such information a« 
that piece could afford you. Parewell. 



LETTER XIV. To Tacitus. 

Though you are by no means inclined to self-admiration, 
yet, be assured, none of my writings are more sincerely the 
undissembled dictates pf my real thoughts than those of 
which you are the subiect. Whether, indeed, posterity 
will concern herself with either of us, I know not ; but 
surely we deserve some small regard at least, I will not say 
upon account of our talents (that would be too Tain a 
presumption), but from our application, our labours, and 
that high reverence we feel for ner. Proceed we then, my 
friend, in the course we have entered upon, which, while 
it has conducted a few to the highest eminences of fame, 
has drawn forth many out of silent obscurity into public 
notice. Farewell. 



LETTER XV. To Faloo. 

I had taken refuge in my villa at Tuscum, in hopes of 
passing my time here, at least in my own way : but that is 
a privilege, I find, I am not to enjoy even here ; so greatly 
am I interrupted with the troublesome complaints and 
petitions of my tenants, whose accounts I look over with 
more reluctance than I do my own ; for really *t is with 
ffreat unwillingness I examine even these. I am revising, 
however, some little speeches ; an employment which, after 
a length of time has intervened, is but of a very cold and 
unentertaining kind. Meanwhile, my domestic affairs are 
neglected as much as if I weie away. Yet I sometimes so 
far act the part of careful master of the family as to mount 
my horse and ride about my farms, instead of taking my 
exercise in the guiatioJ^ As for you, I hope you will Keep 

* Bee p. 8, note ♦ 



Digitized by 



Google 



314 THE LBTTEBS OF FLINT. [Book 

up yonr old custom, and, in return for this account of my 
oountry doings, let me know what is going forward in 
town. FarewelL 



LETTEB XVL To liiMiLiAifus. 

It is no wonder the chase you mention afforded you 
infinite pleasure, since * the number of the slain (to use 
your own historical expression*) was not to be counted.' 
As for myself, I have neither leisure nor inclination for 
spoi-ts of that kind ; nor leisure, because I am in the midst 
of my yintage ; nor inclination, because it has proved a 
very poor one this season. However, I shall be able, I 
hope, to draw offaome new verses, at least, if not new wine, 
for your entertainment, which (since you ask for them so 
pleasantly) I will not fail to send you, so soon as they 
shall be thoroughly iettled, FarewelL 



LETTER XVII. To Genitor. 

I have received your letter, in which you complain of 
having been highly disgusted lately at a very splendid 
entertainment, by a set of buffoons, mummers, and wanton 
prostitutes, who were dancing about round the tables.f But 

* An expression frequent among the historians in their descriptions 
of battles. M. 

t These persons were introdnoed at most of the tables of the great, 
tor the purposes of mirth and gaiety, and constituted an essential part 
in all polite entertainments among the Bomans. It is surprising how 
soon this great people fell of from their original severity of manners, 
and were tainted with the stale refinements of foreign luxury. Idvy 
dates the rise of this and other unmanly delicacies from the conquest 
of Sdpio Asiaticus over Antiochns ; that is, when the Roman name had 
scarce subsisted above a hundred and threescore years. * LuxuHae per&' 
grinae origo^ says he, * exercitu Aaiaiieo in urbim inveeta ett,* ' This 
triumphant army caught, it seems, the contagious softness of the people 
it subdued ; and, on its return to Rome, spread an infection among their 
countrymen, which worked by slow degroes, till it effected thdr total 
destruction. Thus did Kastevn luxury revenge itself on Roman arms 



> Uv. 1. xxxU. 0. tf. 
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let me advise yon to smooth your koitted brow somewhat. 
I oonfess, indeed, I admit nothing of this kind at my own 
house; however, I bear with it in others. 'And why 
then,' you will be ready to ask, • not have them yourself? * 
The truth is, because the gestures of the wanton, the 
pleasantries of the buffoon, or the extravagancies of the 
mummer, give me no pleasure, as they give me no surprise. 
It is my particular taste, you see, not my judgment, that I 
plead against them. And indeed, what numbers are there 
who think the entertainments with which you and I are 
most delighted no better than impertinent follies ! How 
many are there who, as soon as a reader, a lyrist, or a 
comedian is introduced, either take their leave of the com- 
pany or, if they renmin, show as much dislike to this sort 
of thing as you did to those moiuteri, as you call them ! 
Let us bear therefore, my friend, with others in their 
amusements, that they, in return, may show indulgence 
to ours. Farewell. 



LETTER XVm. To Sabinus. 

With what care and attention you have read my works, 
and how perfectly you treasure them in your memory, your 

It may be wondered tbat Pliny Bhonld keep bis own temper, and check 
the indignation of bis Mends at a scene wnicb was fit only for the dis- 
solute reyels of the infamoos Trimalchia But it will not, perhaps, be 
doing jnstioe to our author to take an estimate of bis real 'sentiments 
upon tnis point from the letter before us. Genitor, it seems, was a man 
ot strict, but rather of too austere morals for the free turn of the age : 
* em«ndatu9 el gravii : pamlo eiiam horHdhr ei dwrior ul f i hae lieerUia 
Umporwn * (Ep. iii. 1. 8). But as there is a certain seas mable acoom* 
modation to the manners of the times, not only extremely consistent 
with, but highly conducive to, the interests of virtue, Pliny, probably, 
may affect a greater latitude than he in general appioved, in order to 
draw off his friend from that stifihess and unyielding disposition which 
might prejudice those of a gayer turn against him, and consequently 
lessen the beneficial influence of his Tirlues upon the world. A late 
most ingenious author, who has greatly distinguished himself in several 
branches of useful and polite liu'mture, has given us a represcmtatioo 
of one of these buffoons, from an antique in his collection : to whioh the 
reader is referred for a stronger idea of the vitiated and low taste of 
those who oould receive from them any entertainment. See Middleton* 
Antiq. tab. 9, fig. 2. M. 
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letter is a suffioient proof. Do you refleot, then, what a 
trouble jou are bringing upon your hands when you 
kindly entice me, by every friendly artifioe, to oommuni- 
cate to you aa many of them as possible ? I cannot, certainly, 
refuse your request ; but shall comply with it, however, at 
different intervals, and observe some kind of succession. 
For I would not, by too copiouo and too frequent a supply, 
overload and confuse a memory to which I already owe so 
many acknowledgments ; nor, in short, pour in such pro- 
fusion at once as to oblige it to obliterate what it had 
before retained, in order to make room for what succeeds* 
Farewell. 



LETTER XIX. To Boffo. 

You have read, it seems, in a letter * of mine that Yer- 
ginius Bufus directed the following lines to be inscribed 
upon his tomb : 

' Here Bufus lies, who Yindex' anns withstood. 
Not for himself but for his country's good : * 

for which yon blame him, and think Froiitinus acted much 
more reasonably, in forbidding any monumeot whatsoever 
to be erected to his memory. And in the conclusion ot 
your letter you desire my opinion upon each. I loved 
them both ; but I confess I admired htm most whom you 
condemn : and admired him to such a degree that, so far 
from imamiing I ever should have occasion to become his 
advocate, I thought he could never be su£Bciently pra*sed. 
In my opinion, every man who has done anything great 
and memorable deserves not only excuse, but high ap- 
proval, if he endeavours to secure immortality to the fame 
he has merited, and is desirous also to perpetuate an ever- 
lasting remembrance of himself by monumental inscrip- 
tions. Yet rarely shall you find a man, who had performed 
such great achievements, so modestly reserved upon the 
subject of his own actions as Yerginins was. I can bear 
him witnef>s ^and £ had the happiness to enioy his inti- 
mate friendtihip) that I never but once heard him mention 

• ToAlbinns; see book tL letter s. 
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his own oondnot ; and that was, in giving an aooouni of a 
oonv«rsation which paMed between him and ClaTins 
• You well know, Verginius,' (said Oluvins to him) • the 
fidelity required in an hiBtorian ; joa will pardon me 
therefore, I ho^, if y^*u should meet with anything in 
my works that is not agreeable to you.* * O Cluvius,' he 
replied, ' can you be ignoittnt that what I performed was 
in order that every man might enjoy the liberty of writing 
what he pleased ? ' But let us compare Frontiuus with 
him in that very instance, in which you thiuk the former 
more modest and reserved. He forbade the erection of a 
monument to him, it is true ; but in wh it words ? ' The 
expense of a monument is supei€uous ; the remembrance 
of me will remain, if my actions deserve it.' Is there more 
modesty, do you think, in thus jproclaiming to all the world * 
that his memory would remain, than in marking upon a 
single tomb-stone, in two lines, the actions one has per- 
formed ? It is not, however, my design to condemn your 
favourite hero ; I only mean to defend Yerginiu^s : and 
what argument can have juster weight with you than one 
drawn from a comparison between him and tbe person you 
prefer? In my own opinion, indeed, neither of them 
deserves to be condemned, since they b(»th were animated 
with the same ardent passion for glory, although they 
pursued their object by different roads : the former, in 
desiring to receive those monumental honours he had 
merited ; the latter, in preferring to appear to despise 
them. Farewell. 



LETTEB XX. To Yenator. 

The longer your letter was, so much the more agreeable 
I thought it ; especially as it was entirely upon the subject 
of my works. I am not at all surprised at your finding a 
pleasure in them, sbice I know you have t£e same anec- 
tion for everything that belongs to me as you have for 
myself. 

The getting in of my vintage (which, though it has 

* It appears fW>m henoe that this was not a testamentary direction 
bat a deoLatation in aome work which Frontinns had pubUshed. M. . 



Digitized by 



Google 



818 THB LBTTBBS OF FLINT. [Book 9 

proved but a slender one this season, is, however, more 
plentiful than I expected) paitioularly employs me at 
proKont, if getting it in means gathering a grape now 
and then, visiting the wine-press, tasting the must in the 
vat, and sauntering up to my servants ;* who, being all 
eogag^ out of doors, have wholly abandoned me to my 
readers and my secretaries. FarewelL 

LETTER XXL To Sabiniaxus. 

Your ireedman, whom yon lately mentioned to me with 
displeasure, has been with me, and threw himself at my 
feet with as much submission as he could have fallen at 
yours. He earnestly requested me with many tears, and 
even with all the eloquence of silent sorrow, to intercede 
for him ; in short, he convinced me by his whole behaviour 
that he sincerely repents of his fault. I am persuaded he 
in thoroughly reformed, because he reems deeply sensible 
of his guilt. I know you are angry with him, and I know, 
too, it is not without reason; but clemency can never 
exert itself more laudably than when there is the most 
cause for resentment. You once had an affection for this 
man, and, I hope, will have again: meanwhile, let me 
only prevail witn you to pardon him. If he should incar 
your displeasure hereafter, you will have so much the 
stronger plea in excuse for your anger as you show your- 
self more merciful to him now. Concede something to his 
youth, to his tears, and to your own natural mildness of 
temper : do not make him uneasy any longer, and I will 
add too, do not make yourself so ; for a man of your kind- 
ness of heart cannot be angry without feeling great un- 
easiness. I am afraid, were I to join my entreaties with 
his, I should seem rather to compel than request you to 
forgive him. Yet I will not scruple even to write mine 
wim his ; and in so much the stronger terms as I have 
very sharply and severely reproved him, positively 
threatening never to interpose again in his behalf. But 

* Tbe distinotion in the civil law between the $ervi urbani et ru$tiei 
is alluded to in the original ; bat as we have not the same among us, it 
is not possible, perhaps, to preserve this allaf ion, with pn^ety, in an 
BngUsh translaUon. JC 
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though it was proper to say this to him, in order to make 
him more fearftil of offending, I do not eay so to you. I 
may, perhaps, again have occasion to entreat you upon his 
account, and again obtain your forgiyeness ; supposing, I 
mean, his fault should be such as may become me to inter- 
cede for, and you to pardon. Farewell. 

LBTTBB XXn. To Sbvbrus. 

I baye been much alarmed by the ill-health of Fassienus 
Paulas, and indeed I had plenty of just cause for my un- 
easiness. He is a thoroughly good excellent fellow, and 
one of my most affectionate friends. In his writings he 
yery successfully emulates the ancients, whose spirit and 
manner he has closely imitated, and happily restored; 
especially that of Fropertins, to whom he is no less allied 
by genius than by blood, as he particularly resembles that 
poet in his chief excellency. When you read his el^ies, 
you will perceive an elegance, a tenderness, and a gaiety, 
peculiar to the family of Fropertius. He has lately made 
some attempts in the lyric way, in which he as sucoesbfully 
copies the manner of Horace as he has that of the othi r 
poet just mentioned. Tou would imagine, were there such 
a thing as a kindred in genius, that the blood of Horace 
likewise flowed in his yeins. He displays so much variety 
and ycrsatility, appears the tenderest and truest lover, the 
most passionate mourner, the kindest paneff^ist^ and the 
most genial humorist ; in short, whatever kind of poetry 
he engages in, he executes with so masterly a hand that 
one would imagine it were the single species to which he 
had applied himself. The illness of such a friend ahd 
such a genius occasioned as much anxiety to me as it did 
pain to nim. But at length he is lecovered, and my peace 
restored : so congratulate me, congiatulate literature i* self, 
which ran as great a risk by his danger as it will receive 
glory by his recovery. FarewelL 

LETTEB XXin. To Maumus. 

It has frequently happened, as I have been pleading 
before the Court of the Hundred, that those venerable 
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judges, after having preserved for a 1« 'iig period the gravity 
and solemDitj suitaDle to their character, have suddenly, 
as though urged by irresistible impulse, rii»en up to a man 
and applauded me. I have often likewise gaineid as muoh 
elory in the senate as my utmost wishes could desire: 
but I never felt a more sensible pleasure than by an 
account which I lately received from Cornelius Tacitus. 
He informed me tha^ at the last Circensian g^ames, he sat 
next to a Roman knight, who, after conversation had passed 
between them upon various points of learning, asked him, 
< Are you an Italian, or a provincial ?' Tacitus replied, ' Your 
acquaintance wiih literature must surely have informed 
/ou who I am.' * Pray, then, is it Tacitus or Pliny I am 
talking with ? ' I cannot express how highly I am pleased 
to find that our names are not so much the proper appel- 
latives of men as a kind of distinction for learning herself; 
and that eloquence renders us known to those wno would 
otherwise be ignorant of us. An accident of the same 
kind happened to me a few days ago. Fabius Rufinus, a 
pei-son of distinguished merit, was placed next to me at 
table ; and below him a countryman of his, who had just 
then come to Rome for the first time. Rufinus, calling his 
fiiend's attention to me, said to him, * You see this man ? ' 
and entered into a conversation upon the subject of my 
pursuits : to whom the other immediately replied, ' Thus 
must undoubtedly be Pliny.' To confess the truth, I 
look upon these instances as a very considerable recom- 
peuhC of my labours. If Demosthenes had reason to be 
pleased with the old woman of Athens crying out, * This 
IS IKmiosthenes 1 ' * may not I, then, be allowed to con- 
gratulate myself upon the celebrity my name has ao- 

* The story, as related hj Oioero, is as follows . D«.*moBtheiies met an 
old woman carrying a pail of water, upon which she whiiq)er8 to her 
oompanion, ' Thia is Demoethenes I ' I most not, however, conceal item 
the reader that Oioero condemns the Grecian orator for heing pleased 
^pon this occasion, and accounts for it in the troe spirit of phili>< 
sophy/ apud dlio$ toqui videUoet didiemutt non muUtim ip§6 aeoum: ' ' 
he had learnt the art of talking to otbArs, but was unacquainted, it 
aeemi^ with the most instructive ot all arte, the art of •dJ-coMemti a 
little of this home-philoaooby would have taught him, in the judgmeat 
of Oicoro^ to rate vulgar admiration at a lower value. If. 
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quired ? ^ Yes, my friend, I will rejoice in it, and without 
scruple aidmit that I do. As I only mention the judgment 
of others, not my own, I am not afraid of incurring the 
oensure of yauity ; especially from you, who, whilst envy- 
ing no man's reputation, are particularly eealous for mine. 
FarewelL 



LETTER XXIV. To Sabinianus. 

I greatly approve of ^our having, in compliance with 
my letter,* received aeain into your favour and family a 
discarded freedman, whom vou once admitted into a shai-e 
of your aflTeotion. This will afford you, I doubt not, great 
satisfaction. It certainly has me, both as a proof thai 
your passion can be controlled, and as an instance of your 
paying so much regard to me, as either to yield to my 
authority or to comply with my request. Let me, there- 
fore, at once both praise and thank you. At the same 
time I must advise you to be disposed for the future to 
pardon the faults of yoilr people, though there should bo 
none to intercede in their behalf. Farewell. 



LETTEB XXV. To Mamiuanus. 

Though you complain of the crowd of military business 
which presses upon you, yet, as if vou were enjoying tiie 
most uninterrupted leisure, you read and admire, it seems, 
my poetical trifles, and not a little encourage me still to 
persevere in this sort of thing. I b^in, indeed, to pursue 
this kind of study, not only with a view to my diversion, 
but my reputation, since they have approved themselves 
to the judgment of a man .of your dignity and learning, 
and, what is more, of your sincerity. At present I have 
some law-oouit business on hand, which tahes up a little 
of my time ; but as soon as I shall have dispatched this, I 
will again trust my muse to your candid bosom. You will 
svflTer my little doves and sparrows to take wing among 

*86sleitorni.«f this book. JIT. 
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your eagles,* if you should have the same good opinion of 
them as they have of themselyes ; if not, you will kindly 
confine them to their cages or their nests. Farewell. 

LETTER XXVL To Lupebcdts. 

I said once (and, I think, not inaptly) of a certain orator 
of the present age, whose compositions are extremely 
re^lar an4 correct, but deficient in grandeur and em- 
bellishment, * His only &ult is that he has none.' 
Whereas he, who is possessed of the true spirit of oratory, 
should be bold and eleTated, and sometimes even flame 
out, be hurried away, and frequently tread upon the brink 
of a precipice : for danger is generally near whatever is 
towering and exalted. The plain, it is true, affords a safer, 
but for that reason a more numble and inglorious, path : 
they who run are more likely to stumble than they who 
creep; but the latter gain no honour by not hlipping, 
while the foiiuer even fall with glory. It is with eloquence 
as with some other arts ; she is never more pleasing than 
when she risks most. Have ^ou not observed what aocla- 
mations our rope-dancers excite at the instant of imminent 
danger ? Whatever is most entirely unexpected, or, as the 
Greeks more strongly express it, whatever is mostpert2au«, 
most excites our admiration. The pilot's skill is by no 
means equally proved in a calm as in a storm : in the 
former case he tamely enters the port, unnoticed and un- 
applauded ; but when the cordage cracks, the mast bends, 
%nd the rudder groans, then is it that be shines out in all 
bis glory, and is hailed as little inferior to a sea-god. The 
reason of my making this, observation is, biBcause, if I 
mistake not, you have marked some passages in my 
writings for being tumid, exuberant, and over-wrought, 
which, in my estimation, are but adequate to the thought, 
or boldly sublime. But it is material to consider whether 
your oriticiNm turns upon such points as are real faults, 
or only striking and remarkable expret<sions. Whatever is 
elevated is sure to be observed; but it requires a very nice 
judgment to distinguish the bounds between true and false 

* Alluding to the Bomaa standard, which was an eagle fixed npoo 
the lop of a spear. M. 
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grandeur; between loftiness and exaggeration. T6 give 
an instance out of Homer, the author who can^ with the 
greatest propriety, fly from one extreme of style to anbthet 

* HeaVii in loud fhunder bids the trampet Bound ^ 
And wide beneath them gtoane the rending ground.* ^ 

Again, 

' Beclin'd on doodi his steed and armonr lay/ f 

So in this passage : 

' As torrents roll, increas'd by nnmerons rills, 
With rage impetuous down their echoing hills, 
Kush to the yalee, and pour'd along the plain. 
Boar through a thousand channels to the mafai/ 

It requires, I say, the nicest balance to poise these meta 
phors, and determine whether they are incredible and 
meaningless, or majestic and sublime. Not that I think 
anything which I nave written, or can write, admits oi 
comparison with these. I am not quite so foolish: but 
what I would be understood to contend for is, that we 
should give eloquence free rein, and not lestrain the force 
and impetuosity of genius within too narrow a compass. 
But it will be said, perhaps, that one law applies to 
orators, another to poets. As if, in truth. Marc I'ully were 
not as bold in bis metaphors as any of the poets I But not to 
mention particular instances from him, in a point where,! 
imagine, there can be no dispute ; does Demosthenes § him- 
self^ that model and standard of true crater^, does De- 
mosthenes check and repress the fire of his indignation, 
in that well-known passage which begins thus: 'These 

• niad, xxi 387. Pope. Jf. 

t Iliad, ▼. 856, speaking of Mars. 3f. 



t Iliad, iv. 452. Pope. 
1^" " * "" 



. The design of Pliny in this letter is to justify the flffuratire ex- 
pressions he had employed, probably in some oration, by instance of 
the same warmth of colouring from those great masterd of eloquence, 
Demosthenes and his rival Aeschines. But the force of the passngis 



which he produces from these orators must neocssarily be greatly 
weakened io a mere modem reader, some of them being only hinted'&t, 
as generally well known; and the j^ ' ^ ' • •• 

have either lost much of their origii 
intro.Iuced and reoeiyed in common 
preserred in an English translation. 



as generally well known ; and the metaphors in several <n the others 
have either lost much of their original spirit and boldness, by being 
{ntro.Iuced and reoeiyed in common language, or cannot, perlinps, m 
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wicked men, tbeae flatterers, and these destroyers of man* 
kia<i,' &c. And again : * It is neither with stones nor 
bricks that I have fortified this city/ ^•— And after- 
wards: *I have ihrowH up these oui-tDOTlu before Attica, 
and pointed out to yon all the resources which human 
prudence can suggest,' &c. — And in another place: 'O 
Athenians, I swear by the immortal gods tnat lie in 
intoxicated with the gp:andeur of his own actions,' ko, *~ 
But what can be more daring and beautiful than that long 
digression, which begins in this manner: *A terrible 
disease'? — The following passage likewise, though some- 
what shorter, is equally boldly conceived : — ' Then it was 
1 rose up in opposition to the daring Fytho, who poured 
forth a torrent of menaces against you,' &c.t — ^The subse- 
quent stricture is of the same stamp : * Wh6n a man has 
strengthened himiielf, as Philip has, in avarioe and wicked- 
ness, the first pretence, the first false step, be it ever so 
inconsiderable, has overthrown and destroyed all,' dso.| — 
So in the same style with the foregoing is this : — ^Bailed 
off, as it were, from the priyileges of society, by the con- 
current and just judgments of the three tribunals in the 
city.' — And in the bame place : ' Aristogiton f you have 
betrayed that mercy which used to be shown to offences of 
this nature, or rather, indeed, you have wholly destroyed 
it In vain then would you fly for refuge to a port, which 
you have $hut up, and encompassed with rock&' — He has 
s;ud before : * I Hm afraid, therefore, you should sppear in 
the judgment of some, to have ere^^ a fublie eemtnarji of 
faction : for there is a weakness in all wickedness, which 
renders it apt to betray itself! ' — And a little lower : * I 
see none of theye resources open to him; but all is 

r'sctpjcs, ^/, and profound ahy$$,* — And again : * Nor do 
imagine that our ancestors erected those courts of judica- 
ture uiat men of his character should be planted there ; 
hut on the contrary, eradicated^ that none may emulate 
their evil actions/ — And afterwards : * If he is then the 
artificer of every wickedness, if he only makes it his trade 
and traffic,* &o, — And a thousand other passages which I 

• See let Philippic 

t See Demottuenei^ speech in defenoe of Otcff phoAt 

i6ee2nd01/iiUiiM. 
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might oite to the same purpose; not to mention those 
expreec^ions which Aeeohines calls not words, bnt wmden. — 
Ton will tell me, perhaps, I have unwarily mentioned 
Aeschines, since Demosthenes is oondemned even by him, 
for ruDning into these figurative expressions. But observe, 
I entreat you, how far superior the former orutor is to his 
critic, and superior too in the very passages to ^hioh he 
objects ; for in others, the force of his genius, in those 
above quoted, its loftiness, makes itself manifest. But 
does Aeschines himself avoid those errors which he re- 
proves in Demosthenes ? * The orator,' says he, ' Atheniano, 
and the law, ought to $peak the same language ; but when 
the ffoiee of the law declares one thing, and that of the 
orator another, we should give our vote to the justice of 
the law, not to the impudence of the orator.' * — And in 
another place: 'He afterwards manifestly discovered the 
design he had, of concealing his fi-aud under cover of the 
decree, having expressly declared therein that the ain- 
bassadors sent to the Oretae gave the five talents, not to 
you, but to Callias. And that you may be convinced of the 
trnth of what I say (after having itrijpped the decree of its 
gaUies^ its trim, and its arrogant ostentation), read the 
clause itself.' — And in another part: 'Sulfer him not 
to break cover and escape out of the limits of the question.' 
A metaphor he is so fond of that he repeats it again . 
* But remaining firm and confident in the assembly, drive 
him into the merits of the question, and observe well how 
he doublee* — Is his style more renerved and simple when 
he says : ' But you are for ever wounding our ears, and aie 
more oonoemed in the success of your daily harangues 
than for tile salvation of the city ?' — What follows is con- 
ceived in a yet higher strain of metaphor : ' Will you not 
expel this man as the common calamity of Oreece ? Will 
you not seize and punish this pirate of the state, who eaile 
about in quest of favourable conjunctures,' &c. — With many 
other passages of a similar nature. And now I expect you 
will make the same attacks upon certain expressions in 
this letter as you did upon those I have been endeavouring 
to defend. The rudder that groans, and the pilot compartd 

* See Aesohinefl' fpeeoli againa*. Otesiphon. 
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to « iea-god^ will not, I imagine, escape your oritioiBm ; for 
I perceive, while I am suing for indulgence to my former 
stvle, I have fallen into the same kind of figurative diction 
which you condemn. But attack them if you please, pro- 
vided you will immediately appoint a day when we may 
meet' to discuss these matters in person : you will then 
either teach fiM to be less daring or I shall teach you 
to be more bold. Farewell. 



LETTEB XXVn. To Latkrahus. 

; i have had many occasions to observe the power, the 
dignity, the majesty, and, I will add, too, even the divine 
efficacy there is in history, but especially lately. An 
author had been reciting part of a histoiical piece drawn 
vp with the utmost regard to truth, and had reserved the 
remainder for another day. When, lo and behold! the 
fiiei)ds of a certain person came begging and beseeching 
him not to recite the rest : they were bo ashamed to hear 
read out what they had done, although they were not 
futbamed to do what they blushed to hear repeated. The 
lij^toiian complied with their request, as he honourably 
niight. However, both the liistory and the aolion still 
remain, and will always remain and be read. And read 
too 60 much the more because the publication of it is de- 
layed : for nothing excites people's curiosity so much as to 
dglay its gratification. Farewell. 



LETTER XXVIII. To Eomahus. 

Your letters have at length reached me, and I received 
three at once ; all most elegantly written, all most affeo 
tipnate ones; in short, such as I had reason to expect 
from you, especially after having wished for them so long. 
In one, you enjoin me the very agreeable commission of 
forwarding your letter to that excellent lady, the virtuous 
P^oiina;* I will take care to do so. In the same letter 

* PlotiDa was oonaort to the emperor Trajan. Her virtres are cele- 
orated hy several hiatoriana» and our author drawa a mMt amiaLUi 
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vou recoinmeii<l to me Popilins Artemisius; and accord- 
ingly I immediately granted his request. You tell me 
too you have had but a moderate grape barrest That 
complaint, notwithstanding we are each in such a very 
different part of the world, is common to us both. Your 
second letter informs me that you are employed in alter- 
nately dictating and writing upon subjects which recall 
me to you. I am much obliged, and should be more so it 
you would allow me to read your performances. And it is 
only fair that, as I let you see all my compositions, you 
should allow me to see yours, even though they should 
be upon subjects which concem others. loii promise me, 
at the end of your letter, that as soon as you shall hear 
with more certainty how I intend disposing of myself, you 
will make an elopement from your family forthwith, and 
fiy over to me : I am already preparing certain chains for 
y«»u, which, when 1 have you here, you will by no means 
be able to break through. I learn from your third that 
my speech in behalf of Olarius has been delivered to you, 
and that it sounds fuller than when you heard it originally 
pronounced. It is fuller, for I afterwards enlarged it con- 
siderably. You further mention having sent me another 
letter, which you Kay was written with peculiar care, and 
desire to know if I have received it: I have not, but am 
impatiently awaiting its arrival. Meanwhile, write to me 
upon the vol*y first opportunity, and pay me with fhll 
interest for this delay ; which I shall compute at the rate of 
twelve per cent : for can I now let you off upon cheaper 
terms? Farewell. 

character of her in few words, in his noble ' panegjrio upon that 
prince. He represents her (and he could not give a higher idea of her) 
as meriting the choice of that excellent emperor ; of a sanctity of man* 
ners worthy of ancient Home ; plain in her attire, modest in her equi- 
page, and poUte in her address. She greatly oontrihnted, it is said,' 
to the wise choice which Trajan made of a successor; and Adrian, in 
gratitude for her good offices to him in that election, dedicated a magni- 
ficent temple to her memory, at Nismes in Languedoe: the remains of 
which are still to be seen.* M. 



> Plio. Paneg. No. 83. * Entrop. I. nii. e. 6« 

* MoatfiQC. Diar. p. 4. 
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LETTER XXTX, To Buswoiis. 

As it is better to excel in any single art than to arrive 
only at mediocrity in several, so a moderate skill in several 
is to be pieferred where one cannot attain to perfection 
in any. Upon this principle it is that I have attempted 
compositions of various sorts, as I could not expect to 
carry any particular one to its highest point of perfection. 
I hope, therefore, when you read any production of mine, 
you will consider it with that indulgence which is due to 
an author who has not confined himself to a single subject, 
but has struck out into different branches of composition. 
In every other sort of workmanship the number pleads 
some excuse for the deficiencies of the artist; and shall 
works of litei-ature, the most difficult of all others, be 
tried by a se\ erer law ? But whilst I am bespeaking your 
candour, am I not bringing my gratitude in question? 
For, if you receive these la8t pieces with the same indul* 

gence that you have all my former, I have more reasons to 
ope for your praise than to sue for your pardon : your 
pardon, however, will be sufficient Farewell. 

LETTER XXX. To Gemikius. 

You have freqnently in conversation, and lately in a 
letter, commended your friend Nonius to me for his great 
liberality to particular persons : I shall join with you in his 
applause, provided his bounty be not confined to uioae only 
YOU mention. I would have the man who desires to show 
himself influenced by a spirit of true generosity liberal to 
his country, his kindred, his relations, and his friends, 
his friends, I mean, in distress : not like those who chiefl}' 
bestow their presents where there is the greatest ability to 
make returns. I do not look upon such men as parting 
with anything of their own; on the contrary, I consider 
their bounties as only so many disguised baits thrown out 
with a design of catching the property of others. Much of 
the same diaracter are thoHO who defraud one man in 
order to be generous to another, and aim at a reputation 
for munificence by sordid means. To be content wiUi our 



Digitized by 



Google 



Imrm 82.] THB LETTEBS OF FLINT. 829 

own is the first point, and after that, to cheriHh and 
embrace all the most indigent of every kinti in one oom- 
prehenBive circle of general benevolence. If your friend 
obderyes this rule in its full extent, he is entirely to be 
commended; if he only partndly vursues it. still he de- 
serves (in a less degree indeed, however, he deserves) 
pmise: so uncommon is it to meet with an instance of 
generosity even of the most imperfect kind I llie lust of 
avarice has so laid hold of mankind that their wealth xeems 
rather to possess them than they to possess their wealth. 
Farewell. 

LETTEB XXXI. To SiRDua 

I still continued to enjoy your company, even afrer we 
had parted. I read your book, frequently repeating, with 
especial fondness (I honestly confess it), those passages of 
which I am the subject : a subject upon which, indeed, 
you have been extremely diffuse. With what variety of 
expreshion, and in how many different ways have you said 
the same Uiings about the same person? Will vou allow 
me to join my praises with my thanks ? I can do neither 
sufficiently ; and if I could, there would be somewhat, I 
fear, of vanity in making that the subject of my praise 
which is, in truth, the object of my thanks. I will only 
add, then, that I thought your compliments to me raised 
the merit of vnur performance; as the merit of your fier- 
formanoe heightened the pleasure of your compliments. 
Farewell. 

LETTER XXXTT. To Tthanus. 

What are you doing? And what do you propose to do? 
As for myself, I pass my life in the pleacantest, that is, in 
the most do-nothing, manner imaginable. I do not find 
myself therefore in the humour to write a long letter, 
though I am to read one. I am too much of a voluptuary 
for &e former, and just idle enough for the latter: for 
none are more indolent, ^ou know, than vour fine gentle- 
men, or have more curioeity than, those who have nothing 
to do. FarewelL 
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LETTEB XXXm. To Oahmiub. 

I have met with a story,* which, although authcntioated 
by undoubted evidence, looks very like fable, and would 
afford a worthy field for the exercise of so exuberant, lofty, 
and truly poetical a genius as your own. It was related 
to me the other day over the dinner table, where the con- 
versation happened to run upon various lands of marvels. 
The person who told the story was a man of unsuspected 
veracity : — but what has a poet to do with truth ? How- 
ever, you mieht venture to rely upon bis testimony, even 
though you had the character of a faithful historian to 
support. There is in Africa a town called Hippo, situated 
not far from the sea-coast: it stands upon a navigable 
lake, communicating with an estuary in the form of a 
river, which alternately flows into the lake, or into the 
ocean, according to the ebb and flow of the tide. People 
of all ages amu^e themselves here with fishing, sailing, or 
swimming ; OKpecially bovs, whom love of play brings to 
the spot. With these it is a fine and manly achievement 
to be able to swim the farthest ; and he that leaves the 
shore and his companions at the greatest distance gains 
the victory. It happened, in one of these triald of skill, 
that a certain bo^, bolder than the rest, launched out to- 
wards the opposite shore. He was met by a dolphin,f 
who sometimes swam before him, and sometimes behind 
him, then played round him, and at last took him upon his 
back, and set him down, and afterwards took him up 
again ; and thus he carried the poor frightened fellow out 
into the deepest part ; when immediately he turns back 
again to the shore, and lands him amongst his companions. 
The fame of this remarkable accident spread through the 
town, and crowds of people flocked round the boy (whom 
they viewed as a kind of prodigy) to ask him questions 
and hear him relate the story. The next day the shore 

• Related also by the elder Pliny. Bee N. H. ix. 8. M. 

t This animal is celebrated by a&venX of the ancients for its pbilaii* 
ihropy, and Pliny the elder, m particular, relates this very f tor/i 
among other instances, In coniBrmation of that notion. See Pun. Hist 
Nat.Lix.o. 8. M, 
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was througed with spectators, all atfeniivelj watching 
the ocean, and (what indeed is almost itself an ocean) the 
lake. Meanwhile the boys swam as usual, and among the 
rest, the boy I am speaKing of went into the lake, but 
with more caution than before. The dolphin appeared 
again and came to the boy, who, together with his com- 
panions, swam away with the utinost precipitation. The 
dolphin, as though to invite and call them back, leaped 
and dived up and down, in a series of ciicular movements. 
This he practised the next day, the day after, and for 
seveial days t' gether, till the people (accustomed from 
their infancy to the sea) began to be ashamed of their 
timidity. They ventured, therefore, to advance nearer, 
]»laying with him and calling him to them, while he, in 
return, suffered himself to be touched and stroked. Use 
rendered them courageous. The boy, in particular, who 
first made the ezpeiiment, swam by the side of him, and, 
leaping upon his back, was carried backwards and for- 
waids in tnat manner, and thought the dolphin knew hini 
and was fond of him, while he too had grown fond of the 
dolphin. There seemed, now, indeed, to be no fear on 
either side, the confidence of the one and tameness of the 
other mutually increasing; tiie rest of the boys, in the 
meanwhile, surrounding and enoouniging their com- 
panion. It is very remarkable that this dcHphin was fol- 
lowed by a second, which seemed only as a spectator and 
attendant on the former ; for he did not at all submit to 
the same familiarities as the first, but only escorted him 
backwards and forwards, as the boys did their comrade. 
But what is further surprising, and no less true than what I 
have alreadly related, is that this dolphin, who thus played 
with the boys and carried them upon his back, would come 
upon the shore, dry himself in the sand, and, as soon as he 
grew warm, roll back into the sea. It is a fact that Oc- 
tavius Avitns, deputy governor of the province, actuated 
by an absurd piece of superstition, poured some oint- 
ment * over him as he lay on the shore : the novelty and 

* It was a religious ceremony practised hy the ancients io pour 
precious ointments upon the statues of their gods : Avitns, it is pro- 
bable, imagined thin dolphin was sotne sea-divinity, and therefore ex- 
pressed his Teneratim of him by the solenmity of a sacred unction. M, 
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smell of which made him retire into the ocean, and it was 
not till several days after that he was seen again, when he 
appesred dull and languid; however, he lecovered his 
strength, and continued his usual playful tricks. All the 
maKistrates round flocked hither to view this sight, whose 
arrival, and prolonged stay, was an additional expense, 
which the slender finances of this little community would 
ill afford ; hesides, the quiet and retirement of (he place 
was utterly destroyed. It was thought proper, therefore, 
to remove the occasion of this conc4»nrse, hy privately 
killing the poor dolphin. And now, with what a flow of 
tenderness will you describe this affecting catastrophe I * 
and how will your genius adorn and heighten this moving 
story 1 Though, intleed, the subject does not require any 
fictitioun embellishments ; it will be sufficient to desoriM 
the actual &cts of the case without suppression or dimi* 
nutiou. FarewelL 



LETTER XXXIV. To Tranquillus. 

Help me out of my difficulty. I am not, I am told, a 
good reader, of poetiy at least : my talent lying chiefly in 
reuiting speeches, I succeed so much the worse, it seems, 
in poetry. I purpose, therefore, as I am going to recite 

* The overflowing humanity of Pliny'a temper breaks out upon all 
occaeions, but he discovers it in nothing more rtrongly than by tlie 
impression which this little story appears to have made upon him. 
True benevolence, indeed, extendi itself throneh the whole compass of 
existence, and symputhisee with the distress of every creature of sensa- 
tion. Little minds may be apt to consider a compassion of this inferior 
kind as an instance of weakness ; but it is undoubtedly the evidence 
of a noble nature. Homer thought it not unbeooininff the character 
evtrn of a hero to melt into tetffs at a distress of tlus sort, and has 

fiven us a most amiable and affecting picture of Ulysses weeping over 
is ftiithful dof* Argus, when he expires at his feet : 

.... avTtip poff^of iZm¥ mro/iop^»ro itucpv, 
Pcia KaBup Evfuuotf. .... 

' Soft pitv touch'd the mighty master's soul ; 
Adown hit cheek the tear unbidden stole, 
Stole nnperoeived ; he tuni'd hii head and dry'd 
The drop humane.' .... 

Odyss.xvil (Pope.) ML 
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some poems to mj particular friends, to make u^^e of my 
freedman fur that purpose. It is an instanoe, I own, of 
my treating them with little ceremony, that I assign this 
business to a person who is not himself very expert in it. 
However, he will perform, I am sore, better than I can, 
provided he does not get confused ; for he is as unpractised 
a reader as I am a poet. Now the question is, how bhall 
I behave while he is reading ; whether I shall sit still and 
silent^ like a mere idle spectator, or follow him as he pro- 
nounces, with my looks, bands, and a low tone of applause, 
like a certain person yuu know. But I am afraia I can 
beat time * no better than I can read. 1 repeat again, 
then, you must help me out of my difficulty, and write 
back and tell me ^ily whether you think it more ex- 
cusable to read ver^ badly than to do or omit any of the 
things above-mentioned. Farewell. 



LBTTEB XXXV. To Appius. 

I have received your book which you sent me, and return 
you thanks for it, but am bo exceedingly busy jubt now 

* la the original it is called $aUaUo^ which means a motion of the 
hands accommodated either to one's o?m or another's elocution. Our 
langaage does not supply a nroper word for this gestnre, as indeed we 
have too little occasion to fina the want of it ; ttie thironomio art, so 
much studied by the ancients, heing in the nnmher of those which have 
been long since lost. But if the indoelas mtKooevs niaiitit,^ the awkward 
and unmeaning disposition of the hands, would hare spoiled the 
noblest speech at Bome or Atheia that Tully or Demosthenes, in all 
the warmth of their enlivening olnquenoe, ever delivered, it would not, 
perhaps, be time ill employed if oir modem orators would give a little 
more attention to the gracehil management of those essential instru- 
ments of affecting elocution. This becoming art, so fkr as it was con- 
nected with masculine oratory, Fliny, most certainly, could not but be 
well skilled in : it is probable therefore, what he says in this place 
alludes to this creeled manner which certain authors of his time bad 
follen into, when they attended the rehearsal of their own works ; and 
that the whole turn of this epistle Ib ironicaL This conjecture seems 
feupported not only by the subject of the letter, which Ib scarce of im« 
por£uioe enough to bear a serious enquiry, but also by the ezpiessioB 
be sets out with, vis. BxpUca aestum meiim, which seems to be of the 
ludiMons kind. M, 

> ^dBtihma. 
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that I have not time to read it ; wbidh, however, I am 
impatiently desirous of doing. I have that high reverence 
for learning in general, and for your oompositions in par- 
ticular, that I think it a sort of pro&oiation to take them 
up except with a mind entirely free and disengaged. I 
extremely approve of your care in revising your works ; 
but, remember, correctness has its limits: over-care and 
nicety impairs rather than improves a performance, besides 
that, while obstincting other pursuits, it not only prevents 
any new attempts, but does not even finish what it has 
begun. Farewell. 

LETTER XXXVl. To Fosous. 

You want to know how I portion out my day, in my 
summer villa at Tuscum ? I get up just when I please ; 
generally about sunrise, often earlier, but seldom later than 
this. I keep the shutters closed, as darkness and silence 
wonderfully promote meditation. Thuu free and abstracted 
from those outward objects which dissipate attention, I Am 
left to my own thoughts ; nor suffer m^ mind to wander 
with my eyes, but keep my eyes in subjection to my mind, 
which, when they are not distracted by a multiplicity of 
external objects, see nothing but what the imagination 
represents to them. If I have any work in hand, this is 
the time I choose fur thinking it out, word for word, even 
to the minutest accuracy of expression. In this way I 
compose more or less, according as the subject is more or 
It-ss dif&cult, and I find myself able to retain it. I then 
call my secretar}', and, opening the shutters, dictate to him 
what 1 have put into shape, after which I dismiss him, 
then call him m again, and again dismiss him. About ten 
or eleven o*cluck (for I do not observe one fixed hour), 
according to the weather, I either walk upon mj terrace 
or in the covered portico, and there I continue to meditate 
or dictate what remaino upon the subject in which I am 
engaged. This completed, I get into my chariot, where I 
employ myself as before, when I was walking, or in my 
study ; and find this change of scene refreshes and keeps 
up my attention. On my return home, I take a little nap, 
then a walk, and after that, repeat out loud and distinctly 
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some Greek or Latin speech, not so mnoh for the sake of 
strengthening my Toice as my digestion ; * though indeed 
the Yoioe at me same time is btrengthened by this practice. 
I then take another walk, am anointed, do my exercises, 
and go into the bath. At sapper, if I neve only my wife 
or a few friends with me, some author is read to ns ; and 
after supper we are entertained either with music or an 
interlude. When that is finished, I take my walk with 
my family, among whom I am not without some scholars. 
Thus we pass our evenings in yaried conversation ; and 
the day, even when at the longest, steals imperceptibly 
away. Upon some occasions I change the order in certain 
of tne articles above-mentioned. For instance, if I have 
studied longer or walked more than usual, after my second 
sleep, and reading a speech or two aloud, instead of using 
my chariot I get on horseback ; by which means I ensure 
as much exercise and lose less time. The visits of my 
friends from the neighbouring villages claim some part of 
the day; and sometimes, by an agreeable interruption, 
they come in very seasonably to relieve me when I am 
feeling tired. I now and then amuse myself with hunting, 
but always take my tablets into the field, that, if I should 
meet witn no game, I may at least bring home somethitig.f 
Part of my time too (though not so much as they desire) 
is allotted to my tenants ; whose rustic complaints, along 
with these city occupations, make my literary studies still 
more delightful to me. Farewell. 

LETTER XXXVn. To Pauunus. 

As you are not of a disposition to expect from yotir 
.friends the ordinary ceremonial observances of society 
when they cannot observe them without inconvenienoe to 
themselves, so I love you too steadfastly to be apprehen- 

* Bv the regimen which Pliny here follows, one wonld imagine, it 
he had not told vm who were his physicians, that the oelebmted Gdlsni 
was in the number. That author expressly recommends reading aloud, 
and afterwards walking, as beneficial in disorders of the stomach : * 8i 
quU tfomaeho hborattJegere clare debet ; poti leetionem amhular^* fto. 
Oelsi Medic. 1. 1. a 8. M. 

t Bee book L Xt^jer yU and the note there. M 
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siye of jrour taking otherwise than 1 wish yon should mj 
not waiting upon you on the first day of your entrance 
upon the consular office, especially as I am detained here 
by the necessity of letting my farms upon long leases. I 
am obliged to enter upon an entirely new plan with my 
tenants : for under the former leases, uiough I made them 
very considerable abatements, tbey have run greatly in 
arrear. For this reason several of them have not only 
taken no sort of care to lessen a debt which they found 
themselves incapable of wholly discharging, but have even 
seized and consumed all the produce of the land, in the 
belief that it would now be of no advantage to themselves 
to spare it. I must therefore obviate this increasing evil, 
and endeavour to find out some remedy against it The 
only one I can think of is,* not to reserve my rent in 
mone3% but in kind, and so place some of my servants to 
overlook the tillage, and guard the stock ; as indeed there 
is no sort of revenue more agreeable to reason than what 
arises from the bounty of thesoil, the seasons,and thedimate. 
It is true, this method will require great honest}', sharp 
eyes, and many hands. However, I must risk the expeii- 
ment, and, as in an invetorate complaint, try every change 
of remedy. You see, it is not any pleasurable indulgence 
that prevents my attending yoa on the first day of your 
consulship. I shall celebrate it, nevertheless, as mudi as 
if I were present, and pay my vows for you here, with all 
the warmcbt tokens of joy and congratulation. FarewelL 



LETTER XXXVin. To Satubnimus. 

Yes, I sincerely apnland your friend Bufus : not because 
you desire me, but oecause he fiilly deserves it. I have 
read his very finished performance ; to which, though my 
affection fur the author added a considerable recommenda- 
tion, yet it did not blind my iudgment; for the malicious 
oritic is not, I hope, the only judicious reader. FareweV 
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LETTER X^XIX. ToMusnus.* 

In ,oompli«noe with the adviQe of ;the Aru^icieci.t^ 1 
intend to enlarge and beautify tliie t»«nple of CeriBS. .whic^ 
litands upon inj esti^jte. jtt is indeed a yery ancient fal>nc 
fmd dioiigli ef trem^y small, yet npon a pertain ptated 
anniversary i? muoh frequented. Qn the i^th of Septemi* 
ber great xMiuibers ,9f peppjlp frpi^ all the oountry ropnd 
assemble there, ^t .wbic^i time i^fOkj affairs are transact^, 
and m^nv vows paid and offered ; l^;at tibere is x^o /Bhett^er 
at IfxaA for them either fr^m suiji pr ifdn. % ]l|hink, thex)^- 
ferp; I shall per^onn an aot ooth of pipt^ an4 .mnnificenop 
if, at thp same time 4hat I builoL a b^utif ul iemuTe, I add 
to it.fk spacious portico; the first for jthe jKrvioe of tlbja 
ffoddess, tiie other for the )ase of the people. I beg therjD- 
fore you would purchase for me four majble pillftrs, .of 
whatever kind you shall^ think proper; as well as |t 
quantity of marble for layi^ the floor, and encrusting tli^ 
walls. You must also either buy a statue of the goddess 
or get one made ; for age has maimed, in some parts, the 
ancient one of wood which stanas there at present. With 
respect to the portico, I do not recollect there being anything 
you can send me that will be serviceable ; unless you will 
sketch me out a ulan suitable to the situation of the place. 
It is not practicable to build it round the temple, because 
it is encompassed on one side by the river, whose banks 
are exceedingly steep; and on the other, by the high-road. 
Beyond this road lies a very large meadow, in which the 
)x>i'tico maybe conveniently enough placed, opposite to 
the temple ; unless you, who know so well how to conquer 
the inconveniencies of nature by art, can hit upon some 
better plan. Farewell. 

* An srohiteot, apparenUy. 

t The buiiiieM <k the Anupioet was io ezamue the beasts which 
were otttnd In eacriilce, and from thenoe to fevetell the snoeeei of aay 
tnterptiae. J£ 
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IjETTEK XL. */o Fuscus. 

Yon are muoh pleased, I find, with the account 1 gave 
jTou in my former letfcer* of bow I spend the eammer 
season at Tnscum, and desire to know what alteration I 
make in my method when I am. at Laurentnm in the; 
winter. None at all, except abridging myself of my 
sleep at noon, and borrowing a Rood niece of the night 
before day-break and after sunset lor stuay : and if business 
is veiy urgent (which in winter very frequently happens), 
instead of having interludes or music after supper, I re^- 
consider whatever I have previouKly dictated, and improve 
my memory at the same^ time by this frequent mental 
revision. Thus I have given you a general sketch of my 
mode of life in summer and winter ; to which you maj 
add the intermediate seasons of spring and autumn, in 
which, while losing nothing out of the day, I gain bu< 
little from the night. FarewelL 

• 8ee leHer zufi of thli kMKik. 
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LETT£B L* To the Empkbor Trajan. 

The piotus affection yon bore, most saored Emperor, to yont 
ang^nst father induced you to wish it might be late ere you 
•aooeeded him. But the immortal eods thought proper to 
hasten the advancement of those yinnes to the hetm of the 
oommonwealth which had already shared in the steeragje.t 
May you then, and the world through yc mr means, enjoy 
every prosperity worthy of yotur reign : to which let me 
aidd my wi^es, most excellent Emperor, npon a private 

* The greater part of the following letters were written bj Pliny 
during his adminiiitration in the province of Bithynia. They are of a 
style and charaoter extremely different firom those in the pnsoeding 
collection ; whence some critics have it^judicioosly inferred that they are 
the production of another hand : not considering that the occasion 
necessarily required a different manner. In letters of business, as theoe 
chiefly are, turn and »enUment would be foreign and impertinent; 
politeness and elegance of expression being the essentials that consti- 
tute perfection in this kind : and in that yiew, though they may be lesii 
entertaining, they have not less merit than the former. But besides 
their particular excellence as letters, they have a farther recommenda- 
tion as so many yaluable pieces of histoiy, by throwing a strong light 
upon the charaoter of one of the most amiable and glonous princes in 
the Roman annals. Trajan appears throuarhout in the most striking 
attitude tliat mi^^ can be placed in ; in the exertion of power to the 
godlike purposes of justice and benevolence: and what one of the 
ancient historians has said of him is here clearly verified, that 'Hb 
raiher €ho9e to he loved than flattered hf( hie peopk,* To have been dis- 
tingmshed by the favour and fHendsnip of a monaroh of so exalted a 
diameter Ib an honour that reflects the brightest lustre upon our 
author; as to have been served and celebrated by a courtier of Pliny's 
genius and virtues is tbe noblest monument of glory that could have 
been raised to Trajan. M. 

t Nerva, who succeeded Domitian, reigned but sixteen months and a 
few days. Before his death he not only adopted Trajan, and namtd 
him for his successor, but actually admitted him into a share of the 
government ; giving him the titles of Cbeaar, Oermanieuif and Jfimaro- 
fer. l^id. Flin. Paneg. Jt 

B 2 
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M well as public »3ooant, that your health and spiiita may 
be preserved firm and unbroken. 

/ 

LETTEB IL To ffic iEhiPRBOR Trajan. 

"Tou have oooaaioned me, Sk^* an inexpressible pleasnre 
in deeming me worthy of enjoying the priyilege which Uie 
laws confer ou those who have three children. For although 
it was from an indulgence to the request of the excellent 
ItAius Senrianus, your own most devoted servant, that you 
muted this favour, yet I have the satis&ction to find by 
the "WGfrda of your rescript that you complied the more 
li^tig^y as his application was in my behalf. I cannot 
but look upon myself as in possession of my utmost wish, 
iA&r having thus received, at the beginning of your most 
hilspicious reign, so distinguishiui^ a mark of your ]>eculiar 
JAiVour ; at the same time that it considerably beightens 
my desire of leaving a family behind me. I was not 
Mtirely without this desire even in the late most unhappy 
times : f as my two marriages vnll induce jfou to believe. 
B«t the ffods decreed it better, by reservmg every valu- 
liljl^ privilege to the bounty of your generous dispensations. 
And indeed the pleasure of being a fiither will be so much 
iaore acceptable to me notv, that I can enjoy it in full 
iwdurity and happiness. 

^ Vhe tranalator has Tentured to reader the appeUative Jkmd'nm 
1i|r%hai of i8f*r, not beoaiue he li Batisfied with the strict poprietr^ 
Ilie4iil6,bat as thinking it less ezoeptionable than any otner our lan- 
fgmg^ aflbrds. That Iliny could not intend it as a title of royalty 
wtVBUk evident from Be?eral passages in his paneg^o, where^ whenever 
tonuses it in that sense, he constantly inoluoes in it a notion of tyraninr. 
(^id. Paneg. ^v. No. 4 ; It. Na 7 ; Ixxxv. No. 1.) Aoootdingly 
«« find Augttstop refosiiig the title of Z^om^niis. as conveying an odiom 
i«lea: * Fl malMltfbti^m e< opprobHiMii uimipw exhorruU* (Baet. hi Aug. 
e. MS). Beaides, the hig|i style of royalty would 01 suit with that tSt 
af iireedom and equality Which so reynarkably distinguishes these letters 
if Pliny to Traian ; andthe graceful simplicity of the Roman oofusul's 
address would be lost in the servile fon^s of a modem courtier. Bat 

Uppears from a passage ^in Seaeoa thai the Romans used the wnnt 
IhmnM as a general title of respect; ' obvioi, ti nomm non Bueourrii, 
Domhios appMoimui* (Beta. Bp. 8). And in that lower seQsa, Pliny, 
it «honld seem, here employs ii M, 

t A lloding to the execrable reign of Domitiao. JC 
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LETTER in. To the Emperor Truae. 

The experience, most ezoellent Emjperor, I have ha4 iji 
jrour nnhionnded generosity to me, m my own perapxi., 
enoourages me to hope I may be yet farlher obliged to itt 
in that of my frienos. Yoconias Bomanns (who was my 
schoolfellow and companion from our earliest years) olain^ 
the first rank in that number; in consequence of which I 
petitioned your sacred £»ther to promote him to the dignity 
of the senatorial order. But the completion of my request 
is reserved to your goodness ; for his mother had not th^ 
advanced, in the manner the law directs, the liberal gift pf 
four hundred thousand sesterces,* which she engaged to 

've him, in her letter to the late emperor, your father. 
L'his, however, by my advice she has since done, havine 
made over certain estates to him, as well as completed 
every other act necessary to make the conveyance valid. 
The difficulties therefore bein^ removed which deferred the 
gratification of our wisheR, it is with full confidence I 
venture to assure you of the worth of my friend Romanus, 

* In the original it it, •$e8tertiiquadHng{nUe$,'ihAii», about £3i0,000 
sterling; a ram so immoderate that the commentators hare sospeoted 
(and with muX reason) some error mnst hare crept into the te^t 
Boohner and Oronovins imagine it should be read quarterdeeie$ or 
quadrag(e$ ; but this seons to be still carrying it much too high. Th^' 
emmm sanaloKiit, or Che estate requisite to qvuilify a man to m a meni- 
ber of the senate, was, after different regulations, settled at length \>j 
Auffustus at 1,200,000 sesterces, equal to about £5000 of our money. U 
probably stood thus in Pliny's time; for as it appears bj the 19th letter 
of the first book that the ommu equestrU was 400,000 sesterces, which 
is Just the sum we find it at in the reign of Augustus, so it will not, 
perhaps, be unreasonable to infer from thence that the een$u8 tenaU>riu$ 
had not yet undergone «ny alteration since the time of that emperor, ap 
they seem to haye borne a certain proportion to each other. For these 
reasons, therefore, both tlie conmMm reading and the emendntion of the 
aboTe-mentioned critics are rejected in the translation, and the conjec- 



ture of a lata editor* adopted, who supposes it might be 'quadringen-- 
fomm miUiitm, 400,000 sesterces, or about £8100 of our money. It has 
been disputed whether by this emmu &matoriu$ we are to understand 
the vearfy Income of the estate, or only the entire ralue of it : but the 
most generally recelyed opinioii is that it means th»Jatter, both retU 
andpeisonaL ML 
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heightened and adorned as it is not only by liberal culture, 
but by his extraordinary tenderness to his parents as well. 
It is to that virtue he owes the present liberality of his 
mother ; as well as his immediate succession * to his late 
father's estate, and his adoption by his father-in-law. To 
these personal qualifications, the wealth and rank of his 
family give additional lustre ; and I persuade myself it 
will DC some further recommendation that I solicit in 
his behalf. Let me, then, entreat you, Sir, to enable me to 
congratulate Romanus on so desirable an occasion, and at 
the same time to indul^ an eager and, I hope, laudable 
ambition, of having it in mv newer to boast that your 
favourable regards are extenaea not only to myself, but 
also to my friend* 

LETTER lY. [zx.] To the Empbrob TfiAJAN.f 

; When by your gi*aoious indulgence, Sir, I was appointed 
to preside at the treasury of Saturn,| I immediately re- 

* Meanine, perhaps, that though he waa under age when his father 
died, vet ho naa bo much confidenoe in the prudence of Romanua that 
ho did not appoint him, as UBual, a guardian by his will, but left him 
to the immediate possession of his estate. M. 

t N,B. Tlie following letters, to the 80th, are not arranged in the 
same order as they are placed in any of the Latin editions ; the trans- 
lator haying taken the liberty of changing their situation, for the sake 
of bringing some letters together which throw a light upon each other. 
The figures included between this mark [ ] refer to the order in which 
they commonly stand. If. 

% The public treasure was kept in the temple of Saturn, where the 
spoils of the conquered nations were deposited. Julius Caesar seized 
upon this temple in the time of the civil war ; and what an immense 
wealth that threw into his hands, may be judged by the eloganl 
description which Lucan gives of the riches it contained : 

.... * iuno oonditua mo 
Ermtur iemplii, multii nUactui cb amnU 
£omani census populif' Ac Lucan. iii. 155« 

TRAKBLATION. 
* At length the lacred storehouse open laid, 
The hoarded wealth of ages past display'd : 
There might be seen the sums proud darthage 
Her long impending ruin to prevent ; 
There beap'd the JIaoedonian treasures shone, 
What great Plaminios and Aemilius won 
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nounced all engagements of the bar (as indeed I neTer 
blended business of that kind with the ftinciions of the 
state), that no avooations might oall off my attention from 
the post to which I was appointed. For this reason, when 
the provinoe of Africa petitioned the senate that I might 
undertake their cause against Marius Priscus, I excused 
myself fh>m that office ; and my excuse was allowed. But 
when afterwards the consul elect proposed that the senate 
shonld apply to us a^n, and endeaTonr to prevail with 
us to yield to its inclinations, and suffer our names to be 
thrown into the urn,* I thoueht it most agreeable to that 
tranquillity and good order which so happily distingroishefli 
Tour times not to oppose (especially in so reason&le an 
instance) the will of that august assembly. And, as I am 
desirous that all my wordn and actions may receive the 
sanotion of your exemplary virtue, I hope you approve of 
my compliance. 

From ranqnish'd Philip and hit hapless son. 
There lay what fljiog Prrrhns lost, the gold 
Scom'd by the patriot's ■ honesty of old ; 
Whate'er oar parsimonions sires conld sare t 
What tribntary gifts rich Syria gaye ; 
The hundred Cretan cities* ample spoil ; 
What Cato gather'd from the Cyprian isle. 
Riches of captiye kings by Pompey borne 
In happier days hb trinmph to adorn, 
From ntmost India, and the rising mom ; 
Wealth infinite!' (Rowe.) Jt 

Pliny the elder has giyen a partleolar aoooont* of this trwsnitt which 
OaeMur selied, both in gold uid sUyer plate and in coin ; the tmooi^t 
which, accoiding to Dr. Arbathnof s computation, is £1,098,979 St. id, 
Bnt ii there is no mlMake in these sums, Gaenr did not take sway 
nearly as much as he brought in ; for Plutaroh relates* that he placed 
at one time in the treasury 65,000 talents, which, according to the 
same Ingenious author's calculation, is equiyalent to £12J69S,750, Arb. 
Tab. 191. JL 

* Other senators, as well as Pliny, had excused themseWes, it seems, 
from undertaking the management <k this cause : it was prroosed tiiere* 
fore that they should cast lots; which is the meaning of 'suffering 
their names to be thrown into an urn;' an urn being made use of in 
decisions of this kind. Acoordinffly the lot fell upon our author ami 
his great friend, the (iamous Oom^us Tacitus. Bee book IL letter zL. 
where thero is a full account of this trial Jf. 

» Fahridns. * Hist Nat L uziiL e. 8^ • In Vlt Cassav. 



Digitized by 



Google 



344 THB LETTEBS OF FLIKT. [Book 10. 

LBTTER V. [xxlJ Tbajah to Pumt. 

You acted lUi became a good oiikeu and a worthy 
a^ator^ by paying obedience to the joat requiaition of 
that august aBembly : and I have full confidence vou will 
faithfully discharge the business you have undertaken^ 

LETTER VL [iv.] to thb Empkrob taijAN. 

Having been attacked last year by a very severe and 
dangerous illness, I employed a physician,* who^e care 
4iid diligence, Sir, I cannot sufSciently reward, but by 

{our gtacioiis assistance. I entreat you therefore to ibake 
M a d^nisenf of Some; for as he is the freedman of a 
tbriSigh lad^, lie Is, consequently, himself also a foreinief . 
His name is llarnooras; his patroness (yrho has oeen 
dead a considerable time) was Thermuthis, the daughter 
of Theon. I further entreat you to bestow the full privi- 
leges of a Soman citizen upon Hedia and Antonia Har- 
maris, the freed women of Antonia Maximilla, a lady 
of great merit. It is at her desire 1 1 make this request. 

LETTBB VII. [xxn.] To the Empbrob Teajah. 

I return you thanks, Sir, for your ready compliance with 
lAf desire, in granting the complete privileges of a 
Bbtnan to the freedwomen bf a lady to whoiti I am allied; 
i^d Uso for ihaking Harpob'ras, my physidioiy a denizen 61 

** The physibiaiia iunbng thb ancients wisre distingiifBhed aooordinj 
tb the paraoular branch of praciioe to wbio^ tbeyocoiflned themaelT^, 
The physician here mentioned, Pliny calls Idtraiipie$, that is, one ^hc 
applied external unctions. If. 

t There Was a diiflnarenos bet^ebh the /tb dvitatfi and the ^iis 

Siiritiumi thb formbr hot extendin^f to the same privileges as th^ 
tier, which bomprAhended whkteVer advantages a hee native of Borne 
^H» entitled 06 : just In the saime Miiner ai with us there is a distinction 
hereon denizatioii and naturalifiiation. M. 

X PliAy mentions his request to be at the particular desire of iliazi« 
mUla, because nothing of this kind could legally be grahted to a fVeed- 
man without the consent of his patron, a name which was given le 
the ttiai^ter of ^ '^ve who had been made liee. M. 
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lUm^ Bui ^lleii, igf^^bljr to ymr direotions, I stv^ 
ifl ftii fl6cdtin€ of hii ii^« and «6tate, I wai infofmed by 
ihOM ^ho Are belief Bkiiled ib the affairs tban I pietend 
icf h6 ihai, M b# Id afi Egyptian, I OUgbt firgt io bave 
dbtiiitidd for bilti tbo freodoid Of Akilandria before be was 
fliade fre« of Kom^. X oOtifeMi indeed) aa I was ignorant 
of Unjr diffbrenoti in tblS SftsO botifTe^n tbosO of Egy^t * 
and otber countries, I contented myself witb only acquaint- 
ing yoti tbckt be b«d b^ii miuiuinitted by a foreign ludy 
lihkg Mnoe debettft^d. However, it is an ignorance I can** 
Hot fegret, tfiiice it i^oitU me an opportdniiy of receiving 
from yon a double obligation in favour of tbe same person. 
Tbat I may legally therefore enjoy the benefit of your 
goodness, 1 beg you would be pleased to grant him the 
fi-eedom of the city of Alexandriai as well as tbat of 
Borne. And that your gracious intentions may not meet 
i#itb aily fnrlher obstaoles, I have taken care, as yon 
direciedf to i^nd an account io yotir freedman of his age 
and p06ses6ionid» 

It iiA my teFoliitiofi, ifi |)tii«tianQe of the maxim observed 
by the ]^ritio^ fiiy pr^deO^eori*, to be extremely cautious 
ih gfahtmg the freedom of the city of Alexandria : how-^ 
^Vet, 6iiicb you hfive obtaihed of me the freedom of Borne 
for yoiil' phyaicilin H&ipocrto, I cannot refuse you thii 
otbei' reqiieciti TOu mtlst let tne know to what district he 
belongs, that I may give you a letter to my friend Fompeius 
Hanta, governor of Egypt 

tiETTEB IX. [v.] To rts Emperob TtLAJAHf. 

I cannot exprein. Sit*, the pleasure your letter gave me^ 
by ithich I am informed that you have made my pbjsi-^ 

* Upon what orcasion the h(m(yAr of this peonliat distinoiioii waft 
gtM^itd in hyo&t of Alexandria doeft not appear ; poMiblv it mkht be 
in l^ralitnde tO a toantry to which the Bomana were so hi|B;hlyoUked« 
biibg rapblied wiih the ffreateet part of tbehr com ftoln Egypt This 
aw» Ibbnded by Aletatider the Grcaatlraa esteemed tlie tnost tfoeftidir* 
able in the world next to that or Rome. Jt 
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dan HarDOcras a denieen of Alexandria ; notwiiliBtanding 
your reBolmion to follow the maxim of your predeceBsors 
in this point, by being extremely cautious in gianting 
that privilege. Agreeably to your direodona, I acquaint 
you that Harpooraa belongs to the district of Memphis.* 
I entreat you then, most gradous Emperor, to send me, as 
you promised, a letter to your friend Pompeius Plants, 
governor of Egypt. 

As I purpose (in order to have the earliest enjoyment of 
your presence, so ardently wished for here) to come to 
meet you, I beg, Sir, jovl would permit me to extend my 
journey as far as possible^ 



LETTER X. [vl] To the Empebob Tiujin. 

I was greatly obliged, Sir, in my late illness, to Post- 
humius Marinus, my physician ; and I cannot make him a 
suitable return, but by the assistance of your wonted 
gi-acious indulgence. I entreat you then to make Chirsip- 
pus Miihridares and his wife fitratonioa (who are related 
to Marinus) denizens of Borne. I entreat likewise the 
same privilege in favour of Epigonus and Mithridates, 
the two sons of Ohrysipnus ; but with this restriction.'f 
that they may remain unaer the dominion of their fittber, 
and yet preserve their right of patronage over their own 
freedmen. I further entreat you to grant the full privi* 
It'ges of a Boman to L. Satrius Abascantius, P. Caesius 

' * One of the four goTemments of Lower E^i Jf. 

t The exteosiTe power of paternal authority was (as has been o^)- 
senred in the notes above) peculiar to the Bomans. But aftw Ohrysi - 
pus was made a denisen of Borne, he was not, it would seem, oonse- 
quentially entitled to that priyilege over those children which were bom 
befoTB his denisation. On the oAher hand, if it was expressly granted 
him, his children could not ^leeerYe their right of patrrwiage oyer their 
own freedmen, because that right would of course devdye to their fhther, 
by means of this acquued dominion over them. The denization there- 
fore of his oluldren is as expressly solicited as liis own. But both 
parties becoming amirUe$t the children by this creation, and not plead- 
ing in right of their &ther, would be jmItm /am. To prevent which ttie 
clause b added, ' Ua ui Hid in pakii poi e $iaie : * as there is another to 
save to them their rights of paoonage over their freedmen, though they 
were reduced in pauiam jpoteitol sm . Jf. 
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PhoRphorns, and FancHaria Soieris. This requeet I make 
with the coneent of their patrons. 

LETTER XI. [xxiY.] To thb Emperor Trajan. 

After yonr late saored father, Sir, had, in a noble speech, 
as well as by his own generous example, exhorted and 
onoouraged the pnblio to acts of munificence, I implored 
his permission to remove the several statues which I had 
of the former emperors to my corporation,* and at the 
same time requested permiKoion to add his own to the 
number. For as I had hitherto let them remain in the 
respective places in which they stood when they were left 
to me by several different inheritances, they were dis- 
persed in distant parts of my estate. He was pleased to 
grant my request, and at the same time to give me a very 
ample testimony of his approbation. I immediately, there- 
fore, wrote to the decurii, to desire they would allot a 
piece of ground, upon which I might build a temple at 
my own expense; and they, as a mark of honour to 
my design, offered me the choice of any site I might 
think proper. However, my own ill-heflJth in the first 

Slace, and later that of yonr father, together with the 
uties of that employment which you were Iboth pleased 
to entrust me, prevented my proceeding with that design. 
But I have now, I think, a convenient opportunity of 
making an excursion for that purpose, as my monthly 
attendance'!' ends on the 1st of September, and there are 
several festivaLs in the month following. My first request, 
then, is that you would permit me to adorn the temple I 
am going to erect with your statue, and next (in order 
to the execution of my design with all the expedition 
possible) that you would indulge me with leave of absehce. 
It would ill become the sincerity I profess, were I to 

* It is highly piohable, upon comparing letter It. book iii and letter 1. 
bookiv., that by the corporation here mentioned Pliny means Tifemom 
Tiberinnm, or Gitta di C&stello, as it is now called ; which city had pat 
itself under his patronage and protection. Jf. 

t Pliny enjoyed the office of treasurer in conjunction with Gomutua 
Tertnllns. It was the custom at Borne for those who hud colleagues to 
adnilnister the duties of their posts by monthly turns, fiaohner. Jf. 
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diflgemble thai your goodness in complying with this 
desire will at the same time be extremely servioeuble to 
me in my own private affairs. It is absolutely necessary 
I should not defer any longer the letting of my lands in 
that province; fbr, besides that thov amount to above 
four hundred thousand sesteroeH,* the time for drestiing the 
vineyaidtt is approaching, and that business mubt fall upon 
my new tenants. The unfruitfulness of the seasons 
besides, for several years past, obliges me to think of 
makine some abatements in my rents; which I cannot 
possib^' settle unless I am present. I shall be indebted 
then to your indulgence, Sir, for the expedition of my 
work of piety, and the settlement of my own private 
afiaiis, if you will be pleased to grant me leave of absence f 
for thirty days. I cannut give myself a shorter time, as 
the town and the estate of which I am speaking lie above 
a hundred and fifty miles from Rome. 



LBTTEB XII. [xxv.] Trajah to Punt. 

Tou have ffiven me many private reasons, and every 
public one, why you desire leave of absence ; but I need 
no other than that it is your desire : and I doubt not of 
your returning as soon as possible to the duty of an office 
which so much requires your attendance. As I would not 
seem to check any instance of ^our affection towards me, 
I shall not oppose your erectmg my statue in the place 

* About £3100 tterling; the annual income of Pliny's estate m Tus- 
oany. He mentions another near Oomum in Bdlan, the yearly yalue 
of which doee not appear. We find him likewiee meditating the 
purohaae of an estate, for which he wae to giye about £23,400 m our 
money ; but whether he ever completed that purcbaee is uncertain. 
(8ee book iii. letter xix.) This, howeyer. we are sure of, that his for* 
tunes were but moderate, considering his hiflrh station and necessary ex- 
penses (see book ii. letter iv.): and yet, by tne advantage of a judicious 
economy, we haye seen him, in the course of these letters, ezeroi^ng a 
liberality of which after-eges haye furnished no parallel. If. 

t The senators were not allowed to go from Borne into the proyinces 
without haying first obtained leaye of the emperor. Sicily, howeyer« 
had the priyilege to be excepted out of that law ; as Crallia Nar« 
bonensis aftanrarda was, by Claudius Oaesar. Taoit. Ann, xiL 
e.23. Jf, 
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you desire ; though in general I am exfcremelj cantioni m 
giying anj enoonragement to hononn of that kind. 

LETTBB Xin. fvin.] To the Emperor Trajan. 

As I am Benaible, Sir, that the hiehest applause my 
actions can receive is to be distinguished by so excellent 
a prince, I beg you would be graciously pleased to add 
eitner the office of aognr or septemyir* (both which are 
now vacant) to the dignity 1 already enjoy by your 
indulgence ; that I may have the satisfaction of publicly 
offering up those tows for your prosperity, from tne duty 
of my office, which I daily prefer to the jgods in private, 
from the affection of my heart 

tjlTTBR XIV. [XXV1.J To thi Emperor Trajak. 

•having safely passed the promontory of Malea,| I am 
arrived at Ephesas X '^th all my retinue, notwithntanding 
I was detained for some time by contrary winds : a piece 
of information, Sir, in which, I trust, you will feel your- 
self concemed. I propose pursuing the remainder of my 
journey t<i the province § partly in light vessels, and partly 
m post-chaises: for as the excessive heats will prevent 
my travelling altogether by land, so the Etesian windsj 

* One of the Beven priesta who presided over the feasli appointed in 
hon *m of Jnpiter ana the other gods an office, as appears^ of high 
dignity, linoe Pliny ranks it with the angnrship: of wmoh see book Tv. 
letter TiiL note t. M. 

t In the Peloponnesns. Oatanaens obsorves this passage was so 
dangerous that the andents had a proverb, *emn MaiMm dejlexerit^ 
domMoo9 6bUvi$e0n;* *the man that sails by Haka most think no 
more of his fiunily.* Jf. 

{A city of Ionia, in Asia Minor, Still remaining. 
Bithvnia. a proviaoe In Anatdia| or Asia jfthior, of whidi I^linr 
was appointea ^vemor by Tngan, in toe sixth year of his reign, a.d. 1 0S, 
not as an ordinary proconsnl, bat as that emperoi^s own lieatenant, 
wilh powen extraoidinaiy. fSea Bio.) The fifllowing Jetten weie 
written daring his adminisbation of I that profinoe. Jf. 

I A north wind in the Greoian 8eas,^wliioh rises^^early some time in 
July, and bontinnes to the end of Angnst ; thoiudi others .extend it |o 
the middle of Beptendier. They ibtowonly in the aajnUaub, Ysnoini's 
Gsogr.v.Lp.filS* ML 
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whioh arenowBot iii| will not permit me to pnoeed entirely 
by I 



LETTER XV. [xxvn.] Tbajah to Puot. 

Your information, my dear Pliny, was extremely agree- 
able to me, as it doe§ conoem me to know in what manner 
you arrive at yonr provinoe. It is a wise intention of 
yours to travel either by sea or land, as you shall fiud most 
convenient. 



LETTER XYI. [xxvm.] To thb Emfebob Trajan. 

As I had a very favourable Toyage to Ephesus, so in 
travelling by posi-chaise from thence I was extremely 
troubled by the heats, and also by some slight fevorisn 
attacks, which kept me some time at Pergamus.* From 
there, Sir, I got on board a coasting vessel, but, being 
again detained by oontmry winds, did not arrive at Bithy- 
nia so soon as I had hoped.f However, I have no reason 
to complain of this delay, since (which indeed was the 
most auKpicious circumstance that oould attend me) I 
reached the province in time to celebrate your birthday. 
I am at present engaged in examining the finances of the 
Prusenses,| their expenses, revenues, and credits; and the 
&rther I proceed in this work, the m6re I am convinced of 
the necessity of my enquiry. Several large sums of money 
are owing to the city from private persMis, which they 
neglect to pay upon various pretences; as, on the other 
hand, I find the public funds are, in Gome instances, very 

* The ftkmouB Troy, now called Beniamo. on the OaiciiB. 

t The original adda, *id eU, xv. OaUna, Oetdbrii,' which aeema to 
have crept into the text from the marginal annotation of some gloaaariBt : 
for as Pliny mentions the time of his arrival a little lower, &ere is no 
occasion for it in this place; and it is not agreeable to his usual elegant 
condBeness to repeat that circumstance twice in the same letter. Or 
pohaps here are two distinct letters run into one by the carelessness of 
the transcribers; the former ending with ^Haeo,* Ac. *in ijno ingretm 
maoKr<iMt\*' the hater beginning with' <^iJn<od0e<iiioGb20nd.'^ If. 

X The inhabitants of Prusa (Brusa), a principal dty of Bithynia. 
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unwarrantably applied. This, Sir, I write to you imme' 
diately on my arrival. I entered this province on the 
17th of September,* and fonnd in it that obedience and 
loyalty towards yourself which you justly merit from all 
mankind. You will consider, Sir, whether it would not be 
proper to send a surveyor here ; for I am inclined to think 
much might be deducted from what is charged by those 
who have the conduct of the public works if a faithful 
admeasurement were to be taken : at least I am of that 
opinion from what I have already seen of the aocounts of 
this city, which I am now going into as folly as is possible. 



LETTEB XVII. [xxix.] Trajan to Pliny. 

I should have rejoiced to have heard that you arrived at 
Bithynia without the smallest inconvenience to yourself or 
any of your retinue, and that your journey from Ephesus 
had been as easy as your voyage to that place was favour- 
able. For the rest, your letter informs me, my dearest Se- 
cundus, on what dav you reached Bithynia. The people 
of that province will be oonvinced, I persuade myself, that 
I am attentive to their interest ; as your conduct towards 
them will make it manifest that I could have chosen no 
more proper person to supply my jplace. JChftjBx»m ination 
of the publio accounts ought, certainly -t» be your^firsi em- 
ploy ment, as they^ are evidently Jn.great>diaozder. IJiave 
scarcely surveyors sufficient to inspect those wprluLfTwhich 
I am carrying on at Bome, and in the neighbourhood ^•but 
persons of integrity and skill in this art may be found, 
^lpet certainly, in every province, so that they Will no t 
fail you if only you will make due enquiry. ""* 

* Li the sixth year of Trie's reign, aj>. 108, and the 4l8t of <mr 
author^s age : be oonttnued in this proyinoe about eighteen months. 
Tid. Mass, in Yit Plin. 129. M, 

t Among other noble works whioh this glorious emperor executed, 
the fbrum or square whioh went bv his name seems to have been ttie 
most magnificent. It was btdlt with the foreign spoils he bad taken in 
war. The covering of this edifice was all brass, ttie porticoes exceedingly 
beautiful and magnificent, with pillars of more than ordinary height ana 
dimensions. In the centre of this forum was erected the famous pillar 
whiehhas been already described. Bee book tUI. letter It. note f. IC 
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LSTTEB XVin. [vu.j To ths Emperor Traja|i. 

Tbovgh I am well pssmred, Sir, that you, who ne^ei 
omit t^j opportaoity pf e^^srting your genorosity, are 
not unmmdful of th^ requQpt J li^tely made to you, y^t, i^ 
you have often indulged 199 in l^iia loanner, give me leaye 
to .i^emiiid and eam^Uy enijireat you U> bestow the praetor* 
aUp now vaquit uppn AttiuB ^unu Though bis ambiticm 
18 ^iKtremely moderate yet tb^ quality pf his birth, the in- 
flexible integijty he h^ preserved in » Tory narrow fortune, 
and, more than all, the felicity of your times, whioh en- 
courages conscious virtue to claim your favour, induce him 
to hop§ be in^y ^^^p^ri^c^ it iu the iH?9se^t ip9t<m^ce. 



LETTEB XIX. [ix.] To tub Emperor Trajan. 

I congratulate both you |tnd the public, most ezo^U&nt 
Emperor, upon tbc gr^t and glorious victory you bikve 
obtained ; so agreefible to the Acroi^in o;f findlept Rome. 
May the immortal eods grant the ^aipo bftppy SUOOQW to 
all your designn, that, under the {Khninijitration of 00 
many princely virtue^, the splendour of (he eqipire may 
shine put, .npt only .in its iprm^> hv^t wjtb ^ditiPQfti 
lustre.* 



JiETTEB XX. {x.] To the Emperor Trajan. 

My lieutenant, .Sei*viUus Pud^n^, piune tp Nioomedii»,t 
Sir, on the 24th pf November, ^nd by bi9 arrivfil finked me, 
at length, from the anxiety of a very uneasy expectation. 

* liia proUble the iU$m h^rp lOUpd^ to w%» that Umom one 
which Trajaix gained oyer the Dacians ; M^ne fMy)gl^lt of whioh hss 
been given in the nqlea ahovje. ^t is oertoin, M l6«^^ PUnrliTeicl to see 
jiis wm aooompli^hed, tMi eqipeipr hfiMng offfded |he Qoman spleii- 
^onr to its high^ pitoh, and extend^ the donnnioi^ of the emplm 
l!»rth^ than any of Mil fnffiiwmon; .«b .4^ ^i^ il^th >it b«gan |e 

1 Tkfi oipitdl of Pithjvia; ftp mfiUm^ «amii Jteftid* 
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LETTER XXL [xi.] To thb Bmpbror Trajah. 

Your generosity to me, Sir, was tbe occasion of uniting 
me to BoiBianns Geminus, bj tbe strongest ties ; for be was 
my qtiaestor * wben I was oonmiL His bebuviour to me 
during tbe oontinnanc0 of onr o£Boe8 was bigblv respectful, 
and be bas treated me ever since with so peculiar a regard 
tbat, bewides tbe nianv obligations I owe bim upon a 
public account, I am indebt^ to bim for tbe strongest 
pledges of private friendsbip. I entreat you, tben, to 
comply witb my request for tbe advancement of one 
ivbom (if my recommendation bas any weigbt) yon will 
even distinguisb witb yoar particular favour ; and what- 
ever trust you sball repose in bim, be will endeavour to 
show himself still deserving of an higher. Bat I am tbe 
more sparing in my praises of him, being persuaded his 
integrity, bis probity, and his vigilance are well known to 
^ou, not only from those high posts which be bas exercised 
m Borne within your immediate inspection, but from bis 
behaviour when he served under you in the army. One 
thing, however, my affection fur him inclines me to think, 
I have not yet sufficiently done; and therefore. Sir, I 
repeat my entreaties tbat vou will give me the pleasure, 
as early as postdble, of rejoicing in the advancement of my 
quaestor, or, in other words, of receiving an addition to 
my own honours, in the person of my friend. 

LETTEB XXn. [xn.] To the Bmpbror Trajav. 

It is not easy, Sir, to express the ioy I received when I 
heard ^ou baa, in compliance with the request of my 
mother-in-law | and myself, granted Ooeliun Clemens the 
proconsulship of this province % ^Sker the expiration of hii 
consular office ; as it is from thence I learn the full extent 
of your goodness towards me, which thus graciously extends 
it«elf tlurough my whole family. As I dare not pretend 
to make an equal return to those obligations I so justly 
owe you, I can only have recourse to vows, and ardently 

* Bee note*, p. 180. t Pompeia Oelerioa. ) Bithjnla. 

2 A 
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implore the gods that I may not be found unworthy of 
those favours whioh you are repeatedly oonferring upon 
mo. 



LETTER XXTTT. [xiu.] To thb Empbbor Trajan. 

I reoeiTed, Sir, a despatch from your freedman, Lyoormas^ 
desiring me, if any embassy from Bospoms * shuuld oome 
here on the way to Some, that I would detain it till his 
arrival. None has yet arrived, at least in the citvf where 
I now am. But a courier passing through this pJaoe from 
the king of Sarmatia,| I embraoe the opportunity which 
accidentally offers itself, of sending with him the mes- 
seneer which Lycormas despatched hither, that you might 
be mfoimed by both their letters of what, perhaps, it may 
be expedient you should be acquainted with at one and 
the same time. 

LETTEB XXIV. [xiv.J To the Empbbor Trajan. 

I am informed b^ a letter from the king of Sarmatia 
that there are oertam affiiirs of which you ought to Dc in- 
formed as soon as possible. In order, therefore, to hasten 
the despatches which his courier was charged with to you, 
I granted him an order to make use of the public post.§ 

• The town of Panticapoenin, alio osUed Boflporui, standing on the 
European tide of the Oimmerian Bospomi (Straits of Kaffit)^ in the 
modem Orimea. 

t Nioea (asappean by the 15th letter of this book^a oityio Bithjnia, 
now oaUed laoQc M. 

X Sannatia was divided into Eoropean, Aiiatio, and German Sar- 
matia. It is not ezaetly known wliat bounds the luioients gaye to this 
extensiye region; howe?er, in general, it eomprehended the northern 
part of Bnsrat, and the greater part of Poland, ko, M, 

J The first inyention of pubuo oonriers is ascribed to Oyms, who, in 
er to receive the earliest intelligence ftom the goyemors of the 
several provinces,* erected post-houses throughout the kingdom of 
Persia, at equal aistjUMMW, wnioh supplied men and horses to forvrard 
the publio despatches. Augustus' was the first who introduced this 
most useful institution among the Romans, by employing post-chaifei^ 



> Pyrop. L Till. p. 496, edit. HatchiuMa. • Snst. la Yit. Aug. e. 4a. 
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LBTTBB XXV. [xv.] To thb Bmpbror Tbajjl:i. 

The ambassador from the king of Sarmatia havipg re- 
mained two days, by his own choice, at Nicea, I did not 
think it reasonable, Sir, to detain him any longer : becanse, 
in the first place, it was still uncertain when your fre^d- 
man, Lyoormas, would arrive, and then again some indis- 
pensable aflfairs require my presence in a different part of 
the province. Of this I thought it necessary that you 
should be informed, because I lately acquainted you in a 
letter that Lycormas had desired, if any embassy should 
come this way from Bosporus, that I would detain it till 
his arrival. But I saw no plausible pretext for keeping 
him back any longer, especially as the despatches from 
Lycormas, which (as I mentioned before) I was not willing 
to detain, would probably reach you some days sooner than 
this ambassador. 

LETTEB XXVI. [xvi.J To the Emperor Trajan. 

I received a letter, Sir, from Apuleiuft, a military man, 
belonging to the garrison at Nicomedia, informing me that 
one Callidromus, being arrested by Maximus and Dionysiua 
(two bakers, to whom he had hired himself), fled for refuge 
to your statue ; * that, being brought before a mAgistrate, 

disposed at oonvenient distanoes, for the purpose of political intelligence. 
The magistrates of every city were obUged to ftimish horses ■ for these 
messengers, upon producing a diploma, or a kind of warrant, dther from 
the emperor himself or from those who had that authority under him. 
Sometimes, though upon very extraordinary occasions, persons who tra- 
yelled upon the& piifate affairs, wcro allowed the use of these podU 
chaises. (See letter cxxi. of this hook.) It is surnrising they were not 
sooner used for the purposes of commerce and piiyate communication. 
Louis XI. first estahlished them in France, in the year 1474 ; hut it 
was not till the 12th of Oar. II.* that the post-office was settled in 
England hy Act of Parliament. JkT. 

* Particular temples, altars, and statues, were allowed among the 
Romans as places of prirlege and sanctuary to slaves, dehtors, and 
malefooton. This cusimn was introduced l»y Bomulus, who horrowcd 

« Pluturch. in Vit. Galhae. • Rapin, yol. li. «ft2, fol. ed. 

2 A 2 
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he declared he was formerly slave to Laberius Mazimus, 
but being taken prisuner by Su>agus * in Moesiat« he was 
sent as a present from Decebalus to Paoorus, king of 
Parthia, in whose service he continued several yeai-s, from 
whence be made bis escape, and came to Nicomedia. W hen 
he was examined before me, he confirmed this account, for 
whicb reason I thought it necessary to send t him to you. 
This T should have done sooner, but I delayed his journey 
in order to make an inquiry concerning a seal ring which 
he said was taken f lom him, upon which was engraven the 
figure of Paoorus in bis royal robes ; I was desirous (if it 
could have been found) of transmitting this curiosity to 
you, with a small gold nugget which lie says he bronsht 
from out of the Parthian mines. 1 have affixed my seel to 
it, the impression of which is a chariot drawn by four 
horsest 



LETTER XXVn. [zyii.] To the Empbror Tbajah. 

Your freedman and procurator, § Mazimus, behaved, 
Sir, during all the time we were together, with great 
probity, attention, and diligence ; as one strongly atta<hed 
to your interest, and slrictbr observant of discipline. This 
testimony I willingly give him ; and I give it with all the 
fidelity 1 owe you. 

it probably f^m the Greeks ; but during tbe free ttate of Rome, few of 
tliepe asylumB were permitted. This custom prevailed most under the 
emperors, till it grew ao scandaloos that the Bmperor Pius fbund it 
necessary to restrain those priYilege4 places by an edict See Lipidi 
Bxcuis. adT^tiAnn.iii. 0.86. M. 

* General under Decebalus, king of the Dacians. 3f- 

t A province in Dacta, comprehending the southern parts of Servia 
and part of Bulsaria. If. 

X The secoua expedition of Trajan against Decebalus was under- 
taken the same year that Pliny went gnvemur into this provinoe ; the 
reason therefore why Pliny sent this Qulidromns to %he empercr seems 
to be, that some use might possibly be made of him in fi^vour of thai 
desi^m. M. 

I Receiver of the flnanoes. JC 



Digitized by 



Google 



iMrrm 29.] THB LETTERS OF FLINT. So? 



LETTEB XXVIII. [xvm.] To thb Emperor 
Trajan. 

After having experienoed, Sir, in Oabins Bassns, who 
commands on the rontio* coast, the greatest integrity, 
honour, and dili^nce, as well as the most particular re- 
spect to myfielf, I cannot refuse him my best wishes and 
suffrage ; and I give them to him with all that fidelity 
which is €ue to yoii. I have found him abundantly 
qualified by having served in the army under you ; and it 
is owing to the advantages of your discipline that he has 
learned to merit your favour. The soldiery and the people 
here, who have had full experience of his justice and 
humanity, rival each other in that glorious testimony they 

r've of his conduct, both in public and in private ; and 
certify this with all the sinceriiy you have a right to 
expect urom me. 



LETTER XXIX. [xix.] To thb Empbror Trajan. 

Nymphidius Lupiis^f Sir, and myself, served in the 
army together; he commanded a body of the auxiliaiy 
forces at the same time that I was military tribune ; and 
it was fh)m thence my affection for him oegan. A long 
acquaintance has since mutually endeared and strength- 
ened our friendship. For this reason I did violence to his 
repose, and insisted upon his attending me into Bithvnia, 
as my assessor in council. He most readily granted me 
this proof of his friendship; and without any regard to 
the plea of age, or the ease of retirement, he shared, and 
continues to share, with me, the fatigue of public business. 
I consider his relations, therefore, as my own ; in which 
number Nymphidius Lupus, his son, claims my particular 
I'egard. He is a youth of great merit and indefatigable 

* The coast round the Black Sea. 

t The text calls him prinUpUarem, that is, one who had been pri^ 
m(pihM, an officer in the army, whose post was both hiehly honourable 
and profitable; among other parts of his office he had the care of tha 
eagl^ or chief standard of the legion. M. 
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application, and in every respect well worthy of so excel* 
lent a Either. The early proof he gave of his merit, when 
he commanded a regiment of foot, shows him to be eq|nttl 
to an^ honour vou may think proper to confer upon him ; 
and it gained him the strongest testimony of approbation 
from those most illustrious personages, Julius Ferox and 
Fuscus Salinator. And I will add. Sir, that I shall rejoice 
in any accession of dignity which he shall receive as an 
occasion of particular satisfaction to myselt 



LETTER XXX. To thb Emperor Truan. 

1 beg your determination. Sir, on a point I am exoeed- 
inffl^ doubtful about : it is whether I should place the 
public daves * as sentries round the ]prisous of the seyeral 
cities in this province (as has been hitherto the practice) 
or employ a party of soldiers for that purpose? On the 
one hand, I am afi-aid the publio slaves will not attend 
this duty with the fidelity they oueht ; and on the other, 
that it will engage too large a body of the soldiery. In 
the meanwhile I have joined a few of the latter with the 
former. I am apprehensive, however^ there may be some 
danger that this method will occasion a general neglect of 
duty, as it will afford them a mutual opportunity of throw- 
ing the blame upon each other. 



LETTEB XXXL Trajan to Punt. 

There is no occasion, my dearest Secundus, to draw off 
any soldiers f ii^ order to guard the prisons. Let us rather 
perseyere in the ancient customs observed in this proyince, 
of employing the public slaves for that purpose ; and the 
fidelity with which they shall execute their duty will 

* Slaves who were imxohased by the public. If. 

t In the original it is oommilitonei^ '* mv fellow-soldiers : * an appella* 
tion which those emperors who desired to be well with the army 
affected to use. Suetonius informs us that Augustus would nevei 
employ that expression, as thinking it a condescension unbecoming his 
diffuity, and neither suitable to Ae tranquillity of the times nor tn 
military discipline. JC 
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depend mnoli upon yonr oare and strict discipline. It is 
greatly to be feared, as you observe, if the soldiers should 
be mixed with the public slaves, they will mutually trust 
to each other, and by that means grow so much the more 
negligent. But my principal objection is that as few sold iers 
•a possible should be withdrawn from their standard. 



LETTEB XXXn To thl Emperor Trajan. 

Gabius Bassus, who commands upon the frontiers of 
Pontica, in a manner suitable to the respect and duty 
which he owes you, came to me, and has oeen with me, 
Sir, for scTeral days. As far as I could observe, he is a 
person of ffreat merit and worthy of your favour. 1 
acquainted him it was your order that ne should retain 
only ten beneficiary * soldiers, two horse-guards, and one 
centunon out of the troops which you were pleased to 
assign to my command. He assured me those would not 
be sufficient, and that he would write to you accordingly ; 
for which reason I thought it proper not immediately to 
recall his supernumeraries. 



LETTEB XXXIIL Trajak to Pliny. 

I have received from Gabius Bassus the letter you men- 
tion, acquainting me that the number of soldiers I had 
ordered him was not sufficient ; and for your information 
I have directed my answer to be hereunto annexed. It 
is very material to distinguish between what the exigency 
of afiurs requires and what an ambitious desire of ex- 
tending power may think necessary. As for ourselves, 

* The most probable conjecture (for it is a point of a good deal of 
.obsomity) concerning the hen^arii seems to be that they were a 
certain number of soldiers exempted from the usual duty of their oflSce, 
in order to be employed as a sort of body-guards to the general. These 
were probably foot; as the equiie$ here mentioned weie perhaps of 
the same nature, only that they senred on horseback. ^Uiea st'n- 
^ulare$ OattarU Augutti^ ftc^ are frequently met with unon ancient 
inscriptions, and are generally suppos^ to mean the body-guaids of 
the emperor. M, 
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the pijiblio welfiire miiat be our only guide : accordingly it 
18 incumbent upon ub to take all possible care that the 
soldiers shall not be absent from their standard. 



LETT£B XXXIV. To thb Emperob Truav. 

The Prusenses, Sir, having an ancient bath which lies 
in a ruinous state, desire your leave to repair it ; but, upon 
examination, I am of opinion it ought to be rebuilt. I 
think, therefore, you may indulge them in this request, 
as there will be a sufficient fund for that purpose, partly 
from those debts which are due from private persons * to 
the public which I am now collecting in : and partly 
from what they raise among themselves towards furnishing 
the bath with oil, which m&y are willing to apply to l^e 
cariying on of this buildine; a work which tne dignity 
of the city and the splendour of your timei| seem to 
demand. 

•^LETTER XXXV. Trajan to Plikt. 

If the erecting a public bath will not be too great a 
charge upon the l^rusenses, we may comply with their 
request; provided, noWeYer, that no new tax be levied 
for this purpose, nor any of those taken off which are 
appropriated to necessary services. 

LETTER XXXVI. To thb Eiifbhor Trajan. 

I am assured. Sir, by your freedman and receiver- 
general Maximus, that it is necessary he should have a 
party of poldiers assigned to him, over and besides the 
henefidariif^ which by your orders I allotted to the very 
worthy (Jemellinus. Those therefore which I found in 
his service, I thought proper he should retain, especially 
as he was going into raphlagonia, X ui order to procure 

• Soe letter xyi. of this book. If. 

t See letter xzxii. of this book, in note. If. » 

X A piovince in Asia Minor, bounded by the Blaok Sea on the norih^ 
Bithjnia on the weut, Pontus on the eut, and Phrygia on the south. 



Digitized by 



Google 



LiBTTn 88.] THB LETTERS OF PUNT. 361 

oom. For bis better protection likewise, and because it 
was bis request, I added two of tbe oayalry. But I beg 
yon would inform me, in your next det^patcbes, wbat 
metbod you would bave me observe for tbe future in 
points of tbis nature. 



LETTEK XXXVII. Tbuah to Punt. 

As my freedman Maximus was going upon an extra- 
ordinary commission to procure com, I approve of your 
baving supplied bim witb a file of soldiers. But wben be 
sba]l return to tbe duties of bis former post, I tbink two 
from you and as many from bis coadjutor, my receiver 
general Yirdius Gemellinus, will be sufficient. 



^1 



ITTEB XXXYin. To the Emfbrob Trajan. 

^Tbe very excellent young man Sempronius Caelianus, 
having discovered two slaves * amons tbe recruits, bas 
sent tbem to me. But I deferred passing sentence till I 
bad consulted you, the restorer and upholder of military 
discipline, concerning tbe punishment proper to be inflicted 
upon them. My principal doubt is that, whether, altbougb 
they bave taken tbe military oath, they are yet entered 
into any particular legion, i request you therefore, Sir, 
to inform ii.e what course I sbould pursue in tbis afiait,: 
especially as it concerns example. 

* The Koman policr excluded alayes from entering into militarj 
^errioe, and it was death if tbey did ao. However, npon cases of great 
necessity, this maxim was diq)en8ed with ; but tiien thev were first 
made free before they were received into the army, exoepung only (as 
Senrius in his notes upon Virgil) obsenres after the mtal battle of 
Oannae ; when the publio distress was so great that the Bomans re- 
cruited their army with their slayes, though they had not time to give 
them their freedom. One reason, perhaps of this policy might be that 
tliey did not think it safe to arm so considemble a body of men, whose 
numbers, in the times when the Boman luxury was at its highest, we 
may have some idea of by the instance wliich Pliny the naturalist 
mentions of Claudius Isodorus, who at the time of his death was poe- 
0med of no lest than 4116 slayes, notwithstanding he had lost fpttA 
Qumbon in the civil wars. Plin. Hidt. Nat. xxxiii. 10. IC 
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LETTER XXXTX, T&ajah to Ftimr. 

•Sempronius Oaelinus has aoted agreeably to my orderii 
in sending snch perfM>n8 to be tried before you as appear to 
deserve capital punishment. It is material however, in 
the case in question, to inquire whether these slaves in- 
listed themselves voluntarily, or were ohosen by the officers, 
or presented as substitutes for others. If they were chosen, 
the officer is guilty ; if they are substitutes, tiie blame rests 
with those who deputed them ; but if, conscious of the 
leg^ inabilities of tneir station, they presented themselves 
voluntarily, the punishment must rail upon their own 
heads. That they are not yet entered into any legion^ 
makes no great difference in their case ; for they ought to 
have given a true account of themselves immediately, upon 
their being approved as fit for the service. 

LETTER XL. To the Emperor Trajak. 

As I have your permission, Sir, to address myself to you 
in all my doubts, you will not consider it beneath your 
dignity to descend to those humbler affairs which concern 
my administration of this province. I ^nd there are in 
several oities, particularly those of Nicomedia and Nicea, 
certain persons who take upon themselves to act as publio 
slaves,* and receive an annual stipend aooordingly; not- 
withstanding they have been condemned either to the 
mines, the public games,! ^^ other punishments of the 
like nature. Having received information of this abu«a 
tliave been long debating vrith myself what I ought tc 
do. On the one hand, to send them back again to theii 
respective punishments (many of them being now grown 
old, and behaving, as I am assured, with sobriety and 
modesty) would, I thought, be proceeding against them 
too severely ; on the other, to retain convicted criminala 

* See note, letter xzx. of this book. If. 

t A punishment among the Bomans. usually inflicted upon slaves. 
by which tbey were to engage with wild beasts, or perform the part of 
gladiators, in the publio shows. M, 
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in the publio service, seemed not altogether decent. I 
oonsidered at the saiQe time to support these people in 
idleness would be an useless expense to the public ; and 
to leave them to starve would be dangerous/ I was 
obliged therefore to suspend the determination of this 
matter till I could consult with jou. Ton will be desirous, 
perhaps, to be informed how it happened that these per- 
sons escaped the punishments to which they were con- 
demned. This enquiry 1 have also made, but cannot 
return you any satisfactory answer. The decrees against 
them were indeed produced ; but no record appears of their 
havinff ever been reverted. It was asserted, however, 
that &ese people were pardoned upon their petition to 
the proconsuls, or their lieutenants; which seems likely 
to be the truth, as it is improbable any person would have 
dared to set them at liberty without authority. 

Better xli. tbajan to pmnt. 

You will remember you were sent into Bithynia for the 
pa rticular purpos e of^conrwting^hpse^maby abuses which 
appeared in need of reform. Now none stands more so 
than that of criminals wbo have been sentenced to punish- 
ment should nob only be set at liberty (as your letter in- 
forms me) without authority, but even appointed to em- 
ployments which ought only to be exercised by persons 
whose characters are irreproachable. Those therefore 
among them who. have been convicted within these ten 
years, and whose sentence has not been reversed by proper 
authority, must be sent back again to their respechve 
punishments : but where more than ten ^ears have elapsed 
since their conviction, and they are grown old and innim,. 
let them be disposed of in such employments as are but 
few degrees removed from the punishments to which they 
were sentenced ; that is, either to attend upon the public 
baths, cleanse the common sewers, or repair the streets ami 
highways, the umial offices assigned to such persons. 



Digitized by 



Google 



364 THB LBTTEBS OF PLDTT. (JboOK 1% 



LETTER XLn. To thi Empeeob Tbajak. 

While I was making a progress in a different part of the 
provinoe, a most extensive Ire broke out at Kicomedia, 
which not onl^ consumed several private houses, but also 
two public buildings ; the town-house and the temple of 
Isis,* though they stood on oontranr sides of the street. 
The occasion of its spreading thus far was partly owing 
to the violence of the wind, and partly to the indolence 
of the people, who, manifestly, stood idle and motionless 
spectators of this terrible calamity. The truth is the city 
was not fumiiihed with either engines,! buckets, or any 
single instrument suitable for extinguisning fires ; which 
I have now however given directions to have pi-epared. 
You will consider. Sir, whether it may not be advinable 
to institute a company of fire-men, consihting only of one 
hundred and fifty members. I will take care none but 
those of that buwiness shall be admitted into it, and that 
the privileges granted them shall not be applied to any 
other purp(ise. As this coiporate body will be restiicted 
10 so small a number of members, it will be easy to keep 
them under proper regulation. 

LETTER XLIir. Trajan to Puxy. 

You are of opinion it would be proper to establish a com- 
pany of fire-men in Nicomedia, agi'eeably to what has been 

* A celebrated Egyptian diyinity. 

t It has been generally imagined that the ancients had not the art 
of raisins; water by engines ; but this passage se^ns to favour the ooo- 
traiT opinion. The word in the original is iipho, which Hesyoldua 
explains (as one of the commentatorB obserres) * inttrumentum adjaeu' 
landoi aqita$ adveniu inotmdiaf 'an instrument to throw np water 
against fires.* But there is a passage in Seneca which se^ms to put 
this matter beyond conjecture, though none of the critics upon this 
place have taken notice of it : ' Soiemui,* says he, * duubu» mantbui inter 
te iuwAit aquam eoncipere^ §i compresta utrimqM palma in tnodum 
9ifkoni8 exprimere* (Q. N. L IL IG); where we plainly see the use of 
this 9ipho was to throw up water, and consequently the Bomaiis were 
acquainted with that art. The account which Pliny gives of liis 
fountains at Tuscum is likewise another evident proof. M, 
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praotised in several oUier cities. But it is to be remembered 
that sooieties of this sort have greatly disturbed the peace 
of the province in general, and of those cities in particular. 
Whatever name we give them, and for whatever purposes 
they may be founded, tbey will not fail to form themselves 
into factious assemblies, however short their meetings may 
be. It will therefore be safer to provide such machines 
as are of service in extinguishing fires, enjoiniuK the owners 
of houses to assist in preventing the mischief mm spread* 
ing, and, if it should be necessary, to call in the aid of the 
populace. 



LETTER XLIV. To the Empiror Trajah. 

We have acquitted. Sir, and renewed our annual vows • 
for your prosperity, in which that of the empire is essen- 
tially involvea, imploring the gods to grant us ever thus 
to pay and thus to repeat them. 



LETTER XLV. Trajah (o Plutt. 

I received the satisfaction, my dearest Secundus, of 
beinff informed by your letter that you, together with the 
people under your government, have both discharged and 
renewed jjrour vows to the immortal gods for my health 
and happiness. 



LETTER XLYI. To thb Emperor Trajak. 

The citizens of Nicomedia, Sir, have expended three 
millions three hundred and twenty-nine sesterces f in 
building an a(|ueduct; but, not beine able to finish it, the 
works are entii-ely fiEJling to ruin, ^ey made a second at- 
tempt in another place, where they laid out two mUlions.^ 

* This was an aimiTersanr oaitoc obserred tfaroughoat the empir* 
on the 80th of Deoemher. M. 
t Aboat £28,400. t About £15.000 
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But this likewiae is disoontinued ; so that, after haying 
been at an immense charge to no purpose, they must still 
be at a farther expense, in order to be accommodated with 
water. I have examined a fine spring from whence the 
water may be conveyed over arches (as was attempted in 
their first design) in such a manner that the higher as 
well as level and low parts of the city may be supplied. 
There are still remainmg a very few of the old arches ; 
and the square stones, however, employed in the former 
building, may be used in turning the new arches. I am 
of opinion part should be raised with brick, as that will be 
the easier and cheaper material. But that this work may 
not meet with the same ill-success as the former, it will be 
necessary to send here an architect, or some one skilled in 
the construction of this kind of waterworks. And I will 
venture to say, from the beauty and usefulness of the de- 
sign, it will be an erection well worthy the splendour of 
your times, 

LETTER XLVIL Trajak to Tlisy. 

Care must be taken to supply the city of Nicomedia with 
water ; and that business, I am well perKuaded, you will 
perform with all the diligence yon ought. But really it 
is no less incumbent upon you to examine by whose mis- 
conduct it has happened that such large sums have been 
thrown away upon this, lest they apply ^h^ money to private 
purposes, and the aqueduct in quest^pi), like the preoediuK, 
should be begun, and afterwards left unfinished. You wul 
let me know the result of your inquiry. 

LETTEB XLVIII. To the Empbror Trajak. 

The citizens of Nicea, Sir, are building a theatre, which, 
though it is not yet finished, has already exhausted, as I 
am informed ^for I have not examined the account myself), 
above ten millions of sesterces ;* and, what is worse, I 

* About £78,100. To those who are not acquainted with the imirtftfiaii 
lichee of the ancients, it may seem incredible that a city, and not the 
•spi'al one either, of a conquered province should expend so large a 
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fear to no purpose. For either from the foundation being 
laid in soft, marshy ground, or that the kttone itself is 
light and orambling, me walls are sinking, and oraoked 
fix>m top to bottom. It deserves yonr consideration, there- 
fore, whether it would be best to carry on thi« work, or 
entirely discontinue it, or rather, perhaps, whether it 
would not be most prudent absolutely to destroy it : for 
the buttresses and foundations by means of which it is 
from time to time kept up appear to me more expensive 
than solid. Several private persons have undertaken to 
build the compartments of this theatre at their own 
expense, some engaging to erect the portico, others the 
galleries over the pit :* but this design cannot be executed, 
AS the principal building which ought first to be completed 
is now at a stand. This city is also rebuilding, upon a far 
more enlarged plan, the gymnasium,'!' which was burnt 
down before my arrival in the province. They have already 
been at some (and, I rather fear, a fruitless) expense. 
The structure is not only irregular and ill-proportioned, 
but the present architect (who, it must be owned, is a 
rival to the person who was first employed) asserts that 
the waUs, although twenty-two feet } m thickness, are not 

sam of money upon only the shell (as it appeals to be) of a theatre : 
bat Asia was esteemed the most considerable part of the world for 
wealth; its fertility and exportations (as Tnlly* obserres) exceeding 
that of all other countries. The ingenious Dr. Arbnthnot quotes an 
instance from Athenaeus of Asiatic riches, which a man must be a 
tolerable arithmetician even to count It is the value of the treasure of 
Bardanapalus, with which he made a funeral pile fur himself and femily 
when he was besieged by Arbaoea, king of the Medes. ' Athenaeus 
makes the ralue of the treasure of this pile to amount to lOO.OOO.COO 
talents, which, reckoned in Babylonio talents, amounts to £16,953,125,000* 
This was only the Tulue of the silver; there was besides a tenth part of 
that number of talents of gold, wliich, if gold was reckoned in a decuple 
proportion, wHl just double that sum.* Arbuth. Ant. Coins, p. 208. M, 

* The word caveo, in the original, comprehends more than what we 
eall the p« in our theatres, as it means the whole space in which the 
spectators sat These theatres being open at the top, the ealleries heia 
inentbned were for the convenience of retiring in bad weather. M. 

t A place in which the athletic exercises were performed, and whem 
the philosophers also used to read their lectures. M. 

X The Boman ibot consisted of 11*7 inches of our standard. JC 



* Orst. pro Imp. Ca. I^omp. 
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fitrdng enoueh tc support the snperstruoture, as the inter- 
stices are filled ap with quarrystones, and the walls are 
not overlaid with brickwork. Also the inhabitants of 
Olandiopolis * are sinking (I oannot call it erecting) a 
large public bath, upon a low spot of ground which Ues 
at uie foot of a mountain. The fund appropriated for the 
carrying on of this work arises from the money which those 
honoi-ary members you were pleased to add to the senate 
paid (or, at least, are ready to pay whenever I call upon 
them) for their admission.f As I am afraid, therefore, the 
public money in the city of Nicea, and (what is infinitely 
more valuable than any pecuniary consideration) your 
bounty in that of Nioopolis, should be ill applied, I must 
desire you to send hither an architect to inspect, not only 
the theatre, but the bath ; in order to consider whether, 
after all the expense which has already been laid out, it 
will be better to finish them upon the present plan, or 
alter the one, and remove the other, in as far as may seem 
necessary : for otherwise we may perhaps throw away our 
future cost in endeavouring not to lose what we have 
already expended. 

LETTEB XLIX. Trajan to Flint. 

Tou, who are upon the spot, will best be able to oon- 
sider and determine what is proper to be done concerning 
the theatre which the inhabitants of Nicea are building ; 
as for myself, it will be sufficient if you let me know your 
determination. With respeot to the particular parts of 
this theatre which are to be raised at a private charge, 
you will see those engagements fulfilled when the body of 
the building to which they are to be annexed shall be 
finished. — ^ese paltry Greeks} are, I know, immoderately 
fond of gymnastic diversions, and therefore, perhaps, the 

* A oolony in tlio diatriot of Oataonia, in Oappadooia. 

t The honorary senatora that is, rach who were not recei?ed into the 
council of the city by election, but bv the apjpointment of the emperor, 
paid a certain sum of money upon their admisHion into the senate. If. 

t * OraeeuU. Even under tbe empire, with ita relaxed morality and 
luxurious tone, the Romans continued to apply this contemptuous desiK- 
natiouto a people to whom the^ owed what taste for art and cuUuie tlief 
possessed.' Onurch and Brodribb. 
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citizens of Nioea have planned a more magnificent building 
for this purpose than is necessary ; however, thdy must be 
content with such as will be sufficient to answer the pur- 
pose for which it is intended. I leave it entirely to yoii:to 
perbnade the Olaudiopolitani as von shall thmk proper 
with regard to their bath, which they have placed, it 
seems, in a very improjper situation. As there is no jfro- 
viuce that is not furnished with men of skill and ingenuity, 
you cannot possibly want architects ; unless you think it 
the shortest way to procure them from Home, when it is 
generally from Greece that they come to us. 

LETTEB L. To this Emperor Trajak. 

When I reflect upon the splendour of Jour exalted 
station, and the magtianimity of your spirit, nothing, I aiU 
persuaded, can be more stki table to' bom than to point out 
to yon such works as are worthy of your glorious aiid 
immortal name, as being no less useful than magnificent. 
Bordering upon the territories of the city of Nicomedia is 
a most extensive lake ; over which marbles, fruits, woods, 
and all kinds of materials, the commodities cf the country, 
are brought over in boats up to the high-road, at little 
trouble and expense, but from thence are conveyed in 
carriages to the seaside, at a much greater charge and 
with great labour. To remedy this inconvenience, many 
hands will be in request ; but upon such an occasion they 
cannot be wanting : for the country, and partic^arly the 
city, is exceedingly populous; and one may assuredly 
hope that every person will readily engage in a work 
which will be of universal benefit. It only remains ^hen 
to send hither, if you shall think proper, a surveyor or an 
architect, in order to examine whether the lake lies 4^ve 
the level of the sea ; the engineers of this province t>^ing 
of opinion that the former is higher by forty cubitfu* 1 
find there is in the neighbourhood of this place a Iftrg^e 
caiial, which was cut by a king of this country ; but |m it 
is left unfinished, it is uncertain whether it was for tbie 
purpose of draining the adjacent fields, oi' making a com- 

* A Homaa cubit is equal t» 1 loot 5*406 inohte of our n^easoM 
Arbathnot*! Tab. M. 

2 B 
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mnniiation between the lake and the river. It is equally 
doubtfdl too whether the death of the king, or the despair 
of being able to accomplish the design, prevented the 
4X>mpletion of il If this was the reason, I am so mno n 
the more eager «nd warmly desirons, for Uie sake of yonr 
illustrious character (and I hope yon will pardon mo the 
ambitionV that yait may have uie glory of ezeonting what 
hing$ could only attempt* 

LETTER LI. Trajan to Tuny. 

There is something in the scheme yoa propose of opening 
a communication between the lake and the sea, which may, 
perhaps, tempt me to consent. But you must first carefully 
examine the situation of this body of water, what quantity 
it contains, and from whence it is sunplied; lest, by giving 
it an opening into the sea, it should be totally drained. 
You may apply to Calpumius Macer for an engineer, and I 
will alfiO send yon from hence some one skilled in works of 
this nature. 

V^ETTEB LIL To rm Empbror Trajah. 

Upon examing into the public expenses of the city ot 
Byzantinm.t which, I find, are extremely great, I was 
informed, Sir, that the appointments of the ambassador 
whom they hend yearly to you with their homage, and tbe 
decree which passes in the senate upon that occasion, 
amount to twelve thousand sesterces.) But knoMring tbe 
generous maxims of your government, I thought proper to 
isend the decree without the ambassador, that» at the same 

* A oommentator upon this pa«age thiuks this a very extraordinary 
oomplimeni: 'as if,* says lie, 'an empemr of Boipe oould nut do moie 
than a little king of Bithynia.* But it is much more probable that tbia 
critic should bo mistaken in his objection than Pliny in his compli- 
ment; and though he will have it to be a UUU king, it is more leasou- 
aUe to suppose our author meant some great king of Persia. Besides^ 
n^peraior, among the Romans, had not of itself any such ldj/;h idea as 
has been affixed to it In later times. The meaning, therefore, of this 
Irish seems to be that, though Tn^ was contented to be in tiUe no 
more titan general (imperator\ yet in acta of public mnnifloence he 
•light be more than those who proudly styled themselves loLmi. JC 

f i\)nstantinople. JL ) About ^lOa 
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time the^ disohar^d their public duty to you, tlieir 
expense incurred in the manner of paying it might be 
ligfntened. This city is likewise taxed with the sum of 
three thousand sesterces* towards defraying the expense 
of an envoy, whom they annually send to compliment the 
gcivemor of Moesia : this expense I have also directed to 
be s^rcd. I beg, Sir, you would deisn either to confirm 
my judgment or correct my error m these points, by 
acquainting me with your sentiments. 

MCeTTEB LIIL Trajan to Pliny. 

I entirely approve, my dearest Secundus, of your having 
excused the Bysan tines that expense of twelve thousand 
sesterces in sending an ambassador to me. I shall esteem 
their duty as sufficiently paid, though I only receive the 
act of their senate through your hands. The governor of 
Moesia must likewise excuse them if they compliment him 
at a less expense. 

LETTER LIV. To thr Emperor Trajan. 

I beg, Sir, you would settle a doubt I have concerning 
your aiploma8;f whether you think proper that those 
diplomas the dates of which are expii*ea shall continue in 
force, and for how long? For I am apprehensive I may,, 
through ignorance, either confirm such of these instruments 
as are illegal or prevent the effect of those which are 
necessary. 

LETTER LV. Trajan to Pliny. 

The diplomas whoso dates are expired must b}" no 
means be made use ot For which reason it is an in- 
violable rule with me to send new instruments of this kind 
into all the provinces before they are immediately wanted.; 

♦ About £23. 

t A diploma is properly a grant of certafn privil^ies eittier to 
particular places or persons. It signifies also grants of other kinds; 
and it sometimes means post-warrants,* as, perhaps, it does In this 
piaoe. jr. . 

* See letter xiir. of this book, In the aotee. 

2 B 2 
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LETTER LYI. To thx Empskob Trajan. 

' Upon intimating. Sir, mj intention to the oity of 
Apamea,* of examining into the state of their public duei*, 
their revenue and expeneea, they told me they were all 
extremely willing I should inspeot their acopunts, but 
that no proconsul had ever yet looked them over, as they 
had a piivilege fand that of a very anoient date) of ad- 
ministering the ankirs of their oorporation in the manner 
they thought proper. I required them to draw tip a me- 
morial of what they then ass^erted, whioh I transmit to you 
precisely as I received it ; though I am sensible it oontains 
i«veral things foreign to the question. I beg you will 
deign to instruct me as to how I am to act in this affair, 
for I should be extremely sony either to exceed or fail 
short of the duties of my commission. 

LETTER LVIL Trajan to Puny. 

The memorial of the Apameans annexed to your letter 
nas saved me the necessity of considering the reasons 
thev suggest why the former i>roconsuls forbore to inspect 
their accounts, since they are willing to submit them to your 
examination. Their honest compliance deserves to be le- 
warded ; and they may be assured the enquiry you are to 
make in pursuance of my orders shall be with a full 
reserve to their privileges. 

LETTER LYIIL To tbb Emperor Trajan. 

The Nicomedians, Sir, before my arrival in this provinrce, 
had begun to build a new forum adjoining their rormer, in 
a comer of which stands an ancient temple dedicated to 
ite mother of (he god$j\ This fabric must either be re- 
paired or removed, and for this reason chiefly, because it 
18 a much lower building than that very lofty one which 
s now in process of erection. Upon enquiry whether this 

• A citv 'Jk Bithynfa. M. 

f Oybele, Rhea, or Ops, af she ia otherwise called; item whom, 
iccurding to the pagan creed, tie rest of the gods are supposed to have 
ItniHiSdM. it 
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temple bad been consecrated, I was informed that their 
ceremonies of dedication differ from onrs. Yon will be 

S leased therefore, Sir, to consider whether a temple which 
as not been consecrated according to our rites may be 
removed,* consisteniJy with the reverence due to religion : 
for, if there should w no objection from that quarter, the 
removal in every other respect wonld be extremely con- 
venient. 

LETTEB LI Trajan to Pliny. 

Yon may without scruple, my dearest Secundus, if the 
situation requires it, remove the temple of the moiher of the 
goda^ from the place where it now stands, to any other spot 
more convenient. You need be under no difficulty with 
respect to the act of dedication; for the ground of a 
foreign cityt is not capable of receiving that kind of con- 
secration which is sanctified by our laws. 

LETTEB LX. To the Emperor Trajan. 

We have celebrated. Sir (with those sentiments of joy 
yotkv virtues ho justly merit\ the day of your aooessioii to 
the empire, which was also its preservation, imploring the 
gods to preserve you in health and prosperity; for uptrn 
> our welfare the security and repose of the world depends. 
I renewed at the sanie time the oath of allegiance at the 
head of the army, which repeated it after me in the usual 
form, the people of the province ssealously concurring in 
the same oath. 



LETTER LXI. Trajan io Punt. 

Your letter, my dearest Secundus, was extremely sccept* 
altle, as it informed me of the zeal and affection with which 
yuu, together with the army and the provincials, solemnised 
the day of my accession to the empire. 

* Whatever was legally conaeeiated was ever afterwaidsimappUcable 
to profane uses. Jf. , 

* That is, a city not admitted to ai^oj the laws and privile|feii of 
Rome. Jf: 
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LETTER LXn. To the Empsbob Trajan. 

The debts which were owing to the public are, by the 
pmdence, Sir, of your counsels, and the care of my adminis- 
tration, either actually paid in or now being collected : 
but I am afraid the money must lie unemployed. For as 
on one side there are few or no opportunities of purchasing 
Und, so, on the other, one cannot meet with any person 
who is willing to borrow of the public* (especially at 
1 2 per cent, interest) when they can raise money upon the 
same terms from private sources. You will consider then. 
Sir, whether it may not be advisable, in order to invite 
responsible persons to take this money, to lower the interest ; 
or if that scheme should not succeed, to pl^e it in the 
hands of the deourii, upon their giving sufficient security 
to the public. And though they shomd not be willing to 
receive it^ yet as the rate of interest wiU be diminished, 
the haitUhip will be so much the less. 



LETTEB LXm. Trajan Io Flint. 

I aeree with you, my dear Pliny, that there seems to be 
no ouier method of facilitating the placing out of the 
public money tbun by lowering the interest ; the measure 
of which yon will determine according to the number of 
the borrowers. But to compel persons to receive it who 
are not disposed to do so, when possibly they themselves 
may hnve no opportunity of employing it, is, by no means, 
consistent witb the justice of my government. 



I.ETTEB LXIV. To the Emperor Trajan. 

I return yon my warmest acknowledgments, Sir, that, 
ainong the many important occupations m which 3'qu ara 

* The reason why the^ did not diooae to borrow of the paUie at the 
samo rate of interest wmch they paid to private persons was (a» one of 
the commentators obserres) because in the former instance Ui^ were 
obliged to give security, whereas in the kttter they could raise money 
upon their personal credit Jft 
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enj^aged, you hare oondesoended to be my guide on thoee 
points on which I have consulied you : a favour which I 
must now again beseeoh you to grant me. A certain 
penson presented himself with a complaint that his 
adversaiies, who had been banished for three rears by the 
illustrious Serrilius Calvus, still remained in the province : 
thev, on the contrary, affirmed that Calvus had revoked 
their sentence, and produced his edict to that effect. 
I thought it necessary therefore to rtfer ihe whole affair to 
you. For aa I have your express orders not to restore any 
person who has been sentenced to banishment either by 
myself or others, so I have no directions with respect to 
those who, having been banished by some of my prede- 
cessors in this government, have by them also been restored. 
It is necessary for me, therefore, to beg you would inform 
me. Sir, how I am to act with regard to the above-men- 
tioned persons, as well as others, who, after having been 
Ci>ndemned to perpetual banishment, have been found in 
the province without ^rmission to return ; for cases of 
that nature have likewise fallen under my cognisance. A 
portion was brought before me who had been sentence I 
t) perpetual exile by the proconsul Julius Bassus, hut 
knowing that the acts of BasHUS, during his administration, 
had been rescinded, and that the senate had gi-anted leave 
to all those who had fallen under his condemnation of 
appealing from his decinion at any time within the space 
oh two years, I enquired of this man whether he had, 
accordingly, stated his case to the proconsul. . He replied 
he had not. I beg then you would inform me whether 
you would have him sent back into exile, or whether you 
think some more severe and what kind of punishment 
should bo inflicted upon him and such others who may . 
hereafter be found under the same circumstances. I have 
annexed to my letter the decree of Calvus. and the edict 
by which the persons above-mentioned were restored, as 
also the decree of Bassus. 
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LETTER LXV. Trajan to Puhy. 

I will let you know my determination concerning those 
exiles whion were baniwed for three years by the pro- 
^oniml P. Servilins Oalvus, and soon afterwards restored to 
the province by his ediot, when I shall have informed my- 
self from him of the reasons of this proceeding. With 
respect to that person who was sentenced to pei-petnal 
banishment by Julius Bassus, yet continued to remain in 
the province, without making his appeal if he thought 
himself aggrieved (though he bad two years given him fur 
that purpose), I would have him sent in chains to my 
praetorian prefects : * for, only to remand him back to a 
punishment which he has contumaciously eluded will by 
no means be a sufficient punibhment. 



LETTER LXVL To the Emperor Trajan. 

When I cited the judges. Sir, to attend me at a sesoionsf 
which I was going to hold. Flavins Archippus claimed the 
privilege of l^ing excused, as exercising the profession of 
a philo8opher4 It was alleged by some who were present 
that he ought not only to be excused from that office, but 
even struck out of tbe roll of judges, and remanded back to 
the punisnment from which he had escaped, by breaking 
his chains. At the same time a sentence of the proconsul 
Velius PauUus was read, by which it appeared that Ar- 
chippus had been condemned to the mines for forgery. 
He had nothing to produce in proof of this sentence having 
ever been reversed. He alleged, however, in favour of his 

* These, in the original institution as settled by Angnstas, were only 
oonmuuKlen of bis bodjr-guards ; hut in the later times of the Boroan 
empire they were next in authority under the emperor, to whom they 
seem to have acted as a sort of prime ministers. M, 

t The provinces were divided into a kind of circuits called convontua^ 
whither the prooonduls used to go in order to administer justice. The 
judges here mentioned must not be understood to mean the same sort ot 
judicial officers as with us; they rather answered to our juries. M. 

X By the imperial constitutions the philosophers were esempied fron 
aU publio Auctions. CSatanaeus. if. 
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rebiimiicn, a petition which he presented to Domitian, 
together with a letter from tliat prince, and a decree of 
the PrusenHians, in his honour. To these he subjoined a 
letter which he had receive<1 from you ; as also an edict 
and a letter of your august father confirming the grants 
which had been made to him by Domitian. For these 
reasons, notwithstanding crimes of 8o atrocious a nature 
were laid t(» his chaige, I did not think proper to deter- 
mine anything concerning him, without first consulting 
with you, as it is an aflfair which seems to merit your 
particular decision. I have transmitted to you, with this 
letter^ the several allegations on both sides. 



Domitun's letter to Tsrentius Maiimus. 

' Flavins Archippus the philosopher has prevailed with 
me to give an order that six hundred thousand sesterces* 
be laid out in the purchase of an estate for the support of 
him and his family, in the neighbourhood of Prusias,t his 
native country. Let this be accoidingly done; and place 
that sum to the account of my benefactions/ 

From THE Same to L. Arpius Maximus. 

* I recommend, my dear Maximus, to your proteotion 
that worthy philosopher Archippus ; a pei-son whose moral 
conduct is agreeable to the principles of the philosophy he 
professes; and I would have yon pay entire regard to 
whatever he shall reasonably request.' 



Thb edict of the Emperor Nerta. 

* There are some points, no doubt, Qnirites,^ concerning 
which the happy tenour of my government is a 8u£Bciont 

• About £4700. 

t Oeographen are not agreed where toplaoe this city; Cellariiis oon- 
'""i rn ' "' 



ores it may poesibly be ilie nme with rrnsa ad Olympum, Pnum at 
Ihe foot of Mount Olympus in Mytia, mentioned in letter Ixxxt. of tUSa 
hook. iir. 
4 A general appellation given to the Boman twonle M, 
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indioation of my sentiments ; and a good prince need not 
give an express declaration in matters wherein bis inten- 
tion cannot but be clearly understood. Every citizen in 
tbe empire will bear me witness that I gave up my private 
repose to the security of the public, and in ottler that I 
might have the pleasure of dispending new bounties of my 
own, as also of confirming those whidi had been granted 
by predecessors. But lest tbe memory of bim* vmo con- 
ferred these grants, or tbe diffidence of those wbo received 
them, should occasion any interruption to tbe public joy, I 
thought it as necessary as it is agreeable to me to obviate 
these suspicions by assuring them of my indulgence. I 
do not wish any man who has obtained a private or a 
public privilege from one of tbe former emperors to 
imagine he is to be deprived of such a privilege, merely 
that he may owe tbe restoration of it to me ; nor need 
any who have received tbe gratifications of im|>erial 
favour petition me to have them confirmed. Bather let 
them leave me at leisure for conferring new gmnts, under 
the assurance that I am only to be Folicited for those 
bounties which have not already been obtained, and which 
the happier fortune of the empire has put it in my power 
to bestow.' 



From THB Same io Ti'Luus Justus. 

* Since I have publicly decreed that all acts begpm and 
accomplished in former reigns should be confirmed, the 
letters of Domitiau must remain valid.' 



LETTEB LXYIL To the Empeboe Teajav. 

Flavins Archippns has conjnred me, bv all my vows for 
your prosperity, and by your immortal gloiy, that I would 
ti-ansmit to you the memorial which he presented to me. 
I could not refuse a request couched in meh terms ; how- 
ever, I acquainted the prosecutiiz with this my intention, 
from whom I have also received a memoiial on her part. 
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I have annexed Ihem both to this letter ; that by hearing, 
as it were, each party, yon may the better bo enabled tc 
decide. 



LETTEB LXVIIL Trajan to Puny. 

It is pKOflsible that Domitian might have been ignorant 
the oironmstances in whioh Ajrohippus was when he 
vrote the letter so mnoh to that philosopher's credit. 
However, it is more agreeable to my disposition to sup- 
pose that prince designed he should be restored to his 
former situation ; especially since he so often had the 
honour of a statue decreed to him by those who could not 
be ignorant* of the sentence pronounced against him by 
the proconsul PauUus. But I do not mean to intimate, 
my dear Pliny, that if any new charge should be brought 
against him, you should be the less disposed to hear his 
accusers. I have examined the memorial of his prosecu- 
trix, Fiiiia Prima, as well as that of Archippus himself, 
which jou sent with your last letter. 



LETTEB LXIX« To thb Emperor Trajan. 

The apprehensions t you express. Sir, that the lake will 
1)0 in danger of being entirely drained if a communication 
should be opened between that and the sea, by means of 
the river, are agreeable to that prudence and forethouffht 
you so eminently pdssess; but I think I have found a 
method to obviate tnat inconvenience. A channel may be 
cut from the lake up to the river so aa not quite to join 
them, leaving just a narrow strip' of land between, pre- 
serving the lake } by this means it will not only be kept 
quite separate from the river, but all the same purposes 

* In the text of all the editions it is < qu{ ignorahant; but the reasrm- 
ing seems to require the negative particle :* though the eouunentators 
hftTe passed oyer the passage without objection. M, 

t £fee letters Land li. of this book M. 

* la Ktil*i tttt the aegatiTe particle is eoigectnrallj iaierted. 
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will be answered as if thej were united : for it will be 
eztiemely easy to oonveyoyer that little intervening rid^ 
whatever goods shall be brought down by the canal. This 
is a bcheme which may be pursued, if it should be found 
necessary ; but I hope there will be no occasion to have re- 
course to it. For, in Uie first place, the lake itself is pretty 
deep ; and in the next, by damming up a river, which runs 
from it on the opposite side, and turning its course as we 
shall find expedient, the same quantity of water may be 
retained. Besides, there are several bro* ks near the place 
where it is propoiBed the channel shall be cut which, if 
skilfully oollected, will supply the lake with water in pro- 
portion to what it shall aischarge. But if you should 
rather approve of the channel's being extended farther 
and cut narrower, and so conveyed directly into the sea, 
without running into the river, tlie reflux of the tide will 
retui-n whatever it receives from the lake. After all, if 
the nature of the place should not admit of any of these 
schemes, the course of the water may be checked by 
sluices. These, however, and many other particulars, will 
be more skilfully examined into by the engineer, whom, 
indeed, Sir, you ought to send, according to your promise, 
for it is an enterprise well worthy of your attention and 
magnificence. In the meanwhile, I have w listen to the 
illubtrioiis Calpiimius Macer, in pursuance of your orders^ 
to send me the most skilful engineer to be had. 



LETTER LXX. Trajan io Flint. 

It is evident, my dearest Secundus, that neither your 
prudence nor your care has been wanting in this affair of 
the lake, ^ince, in order to render it of more general benefit, 
you have provided so many expedients against the danger 
of its being drained. I leave it to vour own choice to pursue 
whichever of the schemes shall be thought most proper. 
Calpumius Macer will furnish jou, no doubt, with ac 
engineer, as aitificers of that kind are not wanting «n hi. 
province. 
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LETTEIi LXXI. To the Emferor Trajan. 

A very considerable question, Sir, in which the whole 
province is interested, has been lately staiied, oonceming 
the stare* and maintenance of deserted childien. f I have 
examined the constitutions of former princes U|>on this 
head, but not finding anything in them relating, either in 
general or particuhir, ti) the Bithynians, I thought it 
necessary to apply to you for your directions: for in a 
point which seems to require the special interposition of 
your authoiity, I could not content myself with following 
precedents. An edict of the emperor Augustus (as pru- 
tended^ was read to me, concerning one Annia ; us albO a 
letter irom Vespasian to the Lacedaemonians, and another 
from Titus to tne same, with one likewise fi om him to the 
Aohaeans, also some letters from Domitian, directed to the 
proconsuls Avidius Kiffrinus and Aimenius Brocchus, 
together with one from &at prince to the Lacedaemonians : 
but I liave not trannmitted tnem to you, as they were not 
correct (and some of them too of doubtful authenticity), 
and al80 because I imagine the true copies are proborved 
in your archives. 



^ 



LETTER LXXII. Trajan to Pliny. 

The question concerning children who were exposed by 
their parents, and afterwards preserved by. others, and 
educated in a state of servitude, though bom free, has 
been frequently discussed ; but I do not find in the consti- 
tutions of the princes my predecessors any general regu- 
lation upon this head, extending to all the provinces. 
There are, indeed, some rescripts of Domitian to Avidius 

* That is, whether they should be oonsidflred in a state of freedom 
or slayerj. If. 

t * Parents throughout the entire ancient world hsd the right to 
•zpose their children and leaye them to their fate. Hence woold 
sometimes arise the question whether snch a child, if found and 
brought np l^ another, was entitled to his froedoiu, whether also ttM 
person thus adopting him mnst erant him his fn^edom without repay- 
■lent for the cost of maintenanee/ Ohnrch and Brodribb, 
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KigrinuB and Armouius Brooohus, which ought to be ob* 
Merved ; but Bitliynia is not comprehended in the proyinces 
therein mentioned. I am of opinion therefore that the 
claims of those who assert their right of fi*eedom upon 
this footing should be allowed; without obliging them to 

Furohase &eir liberty by repaying the money advanced 
;r their maintenance.* 



LETTEB LXXIII. To the Emperor Trajak. 

Having been petitioned by some persons to grant them 
the liberty (agreeably to the practice of former j^roconsuls) 
of removing the relics of their deceased relations, upoi 
the suggestion that either their monuments were decayed 
by age or ruined by the inundations of the riveri or for 
other reasons of the same kind, I thought proper, Sir, 
knowing that in oases of this nature it is usual at Rome 
to apply to the college of priests, to consult you, who are 
the sovereign of that sacred order, as to how you would 
have me act in this case. 



LETTER LXXIV. Trajan to Pliny. 

It will be a hardship upon the provincials to oblige 
them to address themselves to the college of priests 
whenever they may have just reasons for removing the 
ashes of their ancestors. In this case, therefore, it will 
be better you should follow the example of the governors 
your predecessors, and grant or deny them this liberty as 
you shall see reasonable. 

* *Thi8 decbion of Tnijao, the effect of which would be that per- 
iK»Qfl would be alow to adopt an abandoned child which, when brought 
up, its unnatural parents could claim back without any compensation 
for its nurture, seems banh, and we find that it was diarogordod bv 
the later emperors in their legal decisions on the subject.' Ghiurca 
andBiodnbb 
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LETl'ER LXXV. To thb Bmpeiior Trajan. 

I have enquired, Sir, at Priisa, for a proper plaoe on 
which to erect the hath you were pleased to allow that 
city to huild, and I have found one to my satisfaction. It 
18 upi n the site where formerly, I am told, stood a very 
beautiful mansion, but which is now entirely fallen into 
ruins. By fixing upon that s]^t, we shall gain the advan- 
tage of ornamenting the city in a part which at present is 
exceedingly deformed, and enlarginsr it at the same time 
without removing any of the buildings; only restoring 
one which is falJeu to decay. There are some circum- 
stances attending this structure of which it is proper I 
should inform you. Claudius Polyaenus bequeatned it to 
the emperor Claudius Caesar, with directions that a 
temple should be erected to that prince in a colonnade- 
court, and that the remainder of the house should be let 
in apartments. The city received the rents for a consider- 
able time ; but partly by its having been plundered, and 
partly by its being neglected, the ^ole house, colonnade- 
court, and all, is entirely gone to ruin, and there is now 
scarcely anything remaining of it but the ground upon 
which it stood. If you shaU think proper, Sr, either to 
give or sell this spot of ground to the city, aa it lies so 
conveniently for their purpose, they will receive it as a 
most particular favour. I intend, with your permission, 
to place the bath in the vacant area, and to extend a range 
of porticoes with seats in that part where the former 
edifice stood. This new erection I purpose dedicating to 
you, by whose bounty it will rise with all the elegance 
and magnificence worthy of your glorious name. I have 
sent you a copy of the will, by which, though it is in- 
accurate, you will see that Polyaenus left several articles 
of ornament for the embellishment of this house ; but 
these alho are lost with all the rest : I will, howerer, 
tnake the strictest enquiry after them that I am able. 
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LETTER LXXVL Trajan to Punt. 

I have no objection to the Prusenses making use of the 
ruined court and house, which you say are untenanted, foi 
the erection of their bath. But it is not sufficiently dear 
by your letter whether the temple in the centre of the 
oolunnade-ounrt waj9 actuaUy dedicated to Claudius or not ; 
for if it were, it is still consecrated ground.* 



LETTBB LXXVn. To tu Empkbob Tbajan. 

I have been pressed by some persons to take upon my« 
self the enquiry of causes relating to claims of freedom 
by birth-right, agreeably to a rescript of Domitian's to 
Minudus Kufus, and the practice of former proconsuln. 
But upon casting my eye on the decree of the senati 
concerning cases of this nature, I find it only mention 
the proconsular provinces.t I have therefore, Sir, de- 
ferred interfering in this affair, till I shall receive your 
instructions as to how you would have me proceed. 



LBTTEB LXXVni. Tbajan io Puny. 

If you will send me the decree of the senate, which 
occasioned your doubt^ I shall be able to judge whether it 
U proper you should take upon yourself the enquiry ol 
otiuses relating to claims of freedom by birth-right 

* And oontequently by the Boman laws unappUoable to any other 
purpose. M, 

t The Boman pio?inoes in the times of the emperon were of two 
sorts :' thoBA whioh were disting^hed by the name of the pravineiat 
CauarU and the provindas iemUuM, The pravineiat Oae$ari§j or im- 
perial proTincea, were snoh as the emperor, for reasons of policy, 
resenrea to his own immediate administration, or of those whom he 
tliought proper to appoint : the protdneitie $enatus, or prooonsolar pro- 
yinoes, were such as he left to the go?emment of prooonsols or praetors, 
ehoeen in the ordinary method of election. (Yicf. Suet, in Aug. e. 47.) 
Of the former kind was Bithynia, at tlie time whea our author presidM 
thera. (Vid. Hasson. Yit Plin. p. 133.) JL 
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LETTER LXXIX. Tc ths Emfsrob Trajak. 

JuliuB Largas, of Pontus * (a person whom I neyer i 
nor indeed ever heard his name till latelj^), in oonfidenoe. 
Sir, of your distingiiiahing judgment in mv favour, haii 
entnisteid me with the execution of the laet instance of his 
loyalty towards you. He has left me, by his will, his 
estate upon trust, in the fiiiit place to receive out of it fifty 
thousand sesterces f for my own use, and to apply the re- 
mainder for the benefit of the cities of Heraclea and 
Ties, X either by erecting some public edifice dedicate to 
your honour or instituting athletic games, acoordins as I 
Hhall judge proper. These games are to be celebrated 
every five years, and to be called Trajan*$ game; My 
principal reason for acquainting you with this bequest is 
that I may receive your directions which of the respective 
alternatives to choose. 



LETTEB LXXX. Trajan to Vusi. 

By the prudent choice Julius Largus has made of a 
trustee, one would imagine he had known you perfectly 
well. You will consider then what will most tend to 
perpetuate his memory, under the circumstances of the 
respective cities, and make your option accordingly. 



LETTER LXXXl To the Emperor Trajak. 

You acted agreeably, Sir, to ^our UKual prudenc^ and 
foresight in ordering the illustrious Calpumins Macer to 
0end a legionarv centurion to Bji^zantium : you will con- 
sider whether the city of Juliopolis § doe9 not deserve the 

* A provinoe in Asia, bordering upon the Black Sea^ and by some 
ancieDt geographers eonndezed aa one prorince with Biiavnia* M. 

t About £400. M. 

i Oitiee of Pontns near the Bnxine or Black Bea. M. 

f Gordinra, the old capital of Fhrjgia. It afterwards, in the reicn 
of the empetor Angaatna, reotiTsd ths name of Jnliopells. (Bee BmithV 
GlaaEdcal Dtei) 

2 c 
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same regard, ivhioh, though it ia extremelj nnall, Bnstaing 
very great burthens, and is so much the more exposed to 
injuries as it is less capable of resiKtiug them. Whatever 
benefits you shall confer upon that city will in effect be 
advantageous to the whole country : for it ia situated at 
the entrance of Bithynia, and is the town through which 
all who trayel into this province generally pass. 



LETTER LXXXII. Truan to Plinv. 

The circumstances of the city of Byzantium are such, by 
the great confluenoe of stran^rs to it, that I held it in- 
cumbent upon me, and consistent with the customs of 
former reigns, to send thither a legionary centurion's guard 
to preserve the privileges of that state. But if we should 
distinguish the city of Juliopolis in the same way, it will 
be introducing a precedent for many others, whose claim 
to that favour will ri«e in proportion to their want of 
strength. I have so much confidence, however, in jour 
administration as to believe you will omit no method of 
protecting them from injuries. If an^ persons shall act 
contraiy ip the discipline 1 have enjoined, let them be 
instantly corrected; or if they happen to be soldiers, and 
their crimes should be too enormous for immediate chas- 
tisementi I would have them sent to their officers, wiUi an 
account of the particular misdemeanour you shall find they 
have been guilty of; but if the delinquents should be on 
their way to Bome, inform me by letter. 



LETTEB LXXXIII. To the Empbbob Trajan. 

By a law of Pom})ey*s * concerning the Bithynians, it in 
enacted, Sir, that no person shall be a magistrate, or be 
chosen into the senate, under the ase of thirty. By the 
mune law it is declared that those who have exercised the 

* Pompey the Great haying suhdued Mithridates, and by that meant 
greatly enlarged the Boman empire, paaaed several laws relating to the 
aowly conquered province!, and, among others, that which la here 
MAtloned ; at Oataoaens observes (kom Appian. Jt 



Digitized by 



Google 



Letter 84.] THE LETTERS OF PUNT. SBt 

^pf&oe of m^gifitra^e are qualified to be members c^tlie aenate. 
Subeeqaeot to this law, the emperor Angasttii publivhed 
an edict, by whiob it was ordained that persons of the age 
of twenty-two should be capable of btinff magistrates. 
The question therefore is whether those who naTe exercised 
the functions of a magistrate before the age of thirty may 
be leg^ally chosen into the senate by the censors ? * And 
if so, whethei*, by the same kind of constntctioB, they muy 
.be elected senators, at the age which entitles them to be 
magistrates, though they should not actually have borne 
any office? A cunttim which, it seem^ has hitherto been 
obse^ed, anil is said to be expedient, as it is rather better 
that persons of noble birth skould be admitted into the 
senate than those of plebeian rank. The censors elect having 
desired my sentiments upon this iK)int, I was of opinion 
;^t both by the law of Pompey and the edict of August ur 
those who had exercised the magistracy befoi-e the age of 
thirty might be chosen into the senate; and for thit* 
reason, becau e the edict allows the office of magistrate to 
be undertaken before thii*ty; and the laws decuares that 
whoever has been a magistrate should be eHgible for the 
senate. Biit with respect to those who never disoharge<l 
any office in the state, though they were of the age required 
lor that purpose, I had some doubt: and therefore. Sir, 
I apply to you for your directions. I have subjoined to 
this tetter the heads of the law, together with the edict of 
Augustus. 



LETTER LXXXIV. Trajan U> PLiirT, 

I agree with you, my dearest Secundus, in your con- 
struction, and am of opinion that the law of Pompey is so 
far repealed by the edict af the emperor Augustus that 
those persons who are not leas than twenty-two years of 
age may execute the office of magistrates, and, when they 
have, may be received into the senate of their respective 

* The right of electing senatoTs did not originally l)ek>ng to the 
eonaort, who were only, as Oioero somewhere oella them, guardian$ of 
ih€ difotdtifia and mannern of th^ eUy; but ill prooeas of time they 
tn gr ow o d the whole prifilege of oonferrlng that honour. Jf. 

2 c 2 
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oitioB. But I think iliat they who are under thirty years 
of age, and have not disohai^ged the function of a muffia- 
trate, cannot, iip*»n pretenoe that in point of years they 
were competent to the office, leg illy be elected into the 
senate of their several oommunities. 



LETTER LXXXV. To thk Empirob Trajah. 

Whilst I was de»ipatohing some pnblio affairs, Sir, at my 
apartments in Piusa,* at the foot of Olympnn, with the 
intention of leaving that city the same day, the magistrate 
Asolepiades informed me that Enmolpus had appealed to 
me from a motion which Cocoeianus Dion made in their 
senate. Dion, it seems, having been appointed supervisor 
of a pnblio building, desired that it might be assigned f to 
the city in form. Eumolpus, who was counsel for Fiavius 
Arohippus, insisted that Dion should 8r^t be required to 
deliver in his acoonnts relating to this work, before it was 
asbigned to the corporation ; suggesting that he had not 
aot^ in the manner he ought. He added, at the i^ame 
time, that in this building, in whioh your statue is erected, 
the bodies of Dion's wife and son a^e entombed, | and 
urged me to hear this cause in the public court of judica- 
ture. Upon my at once assenting to his request, and 
deferring my journey for that purpose, he desired a longer 
day in order to prepare matters for hearing, and that I 
would try this cause in some other city. I appoin'ed the 
city of Nioea ; where, when I had taken my seat, the same 
Eumolpus, pretending not to be yet sufficiently instructed, 
moved that the trial might be i^ain put off: Dion, on the 
contrary, insisted it should be heard. They debated this 

* See letter x?i. note X • 

t This, probnbly, was son^e act whereby the oitv was to ratify and 
confirm the prooeedinga of Dion under the commiisu>n atrdgned to him. 

t It waa a notion which ffenerallv prevailed with the andenta, 
in the Jewiah aa well aa heathen world, that there waa a poUntion in 
the contact of dead bodiea, and thia they extended to the very houaa 
in which the corpae lay, and even to the uncoyered veaacla that atood in 
the aame room. (Vid. Pot. Antiq.y. ii. 181.) From aome auch opinion 
aa thia it ia probable that the circumatancc hero mentioned, of placing 
Trajan a atatue whea« theae bodiea were depoaitcd, waa esteemed ua a 
loark of disreapect to hia person. 
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point very fully on both sides, and entered a little into 
the merits of the oanse ; when being of opinicn that it was 
reasonable it should be adjourned, and tninking it proper 
to o(»nsult with you in an affair whioh was of oonsequenoe 
in point of precedent, I directed them to exhibit the articles 
of their respeotive allegations in writing; for I was de- 
sirous you sDould judge from their own representations of 
the state of the quoMtion between them. Dion promised to 
comply with this direction, and Eumolpus also assured me 
he would draw up a memorial of what ne had to allege on 
the part of the community. But he added that, being only 
concerned as advocate on behalf of Archippus, whose in- 
structions he had laid before me, he had no charge to bring 
with respect to the supulchres. Archippus, however, for 
whom Eumolpus was counsel here, as at iPnisa, assured me 
he would himself present a charge in form upon this head. 
But neither Eumolpus nor Archippus (though I have 
waited several days for that purpose) have yet performed 
their engagement : Dion indeed nas ; and I have annexed 
his memorial to this letter. I have inspected the buildings 
in question, where I find your statue is placed in a library 
and as to the edifice in which the bodies of Dion*s wife and 
son are said to be deposited, it btands in the middle of a 
court, which is enclosed with a colonnade. Deien, therefore, 
i entreat you, Sir, to direct mv judgment m the deter- 
mination of this cause above all others, as it is a point to 
which the public is greatly attentive, and necessarily so, 
since the fact is not only acknowledged, but countenanced 
by many precedents. 

LETTER LXXXVI. Trajan io Pliny. 

Tou well know, my dearest Secundus, that it is my 
standing maxim not to create an awe of my person by 
severe and ri^rous measures, and by oonstraing eveiy 
slight offence into an act of treason ; you had no reason, 
therefore, to hesitate a moment upon the point concerning 
which you thought proper to consult me. Without enter- 
ing therefore into the merits of that question (to which I 
would by no means give anv attention, though there were 
ever so many instances of the same kind), I recommend to 
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your care the examination of Dion'a aooounts relating to 
the pnblio works which he has finished ; as it is a case in 
which the interest of the city is conoemed, and as Dion 
neither ought nor, it seems, does refuse to bubmit to the 
examination. 



LETTER LXXXYII. To the Empbrob Trajah. 

The Kiceans having, in the name of their ooma unity, 
conjured me, Sir, by all my hopes and wishes for your 
prosperity and immortal glory (an adjuration which is and 
ouffht to be most sacred to me), to present to you their 

r^tition, I did not think myself at liberty to refuse them : 
have Iberefore annexed it to this letter. 



LETTER LXXXVIII. Trajan to Puny. 

The Niceans. I find, claim a right, by an edict of 
Augustus, to the estate of every citizen who dies intestate. 
You will therefore summon the several parties interested 
in this question, and, examining these pretensions, with 
tlie ast^istance of the procurators Virdius Gemellinus, and 
Epimachus, my freedman (having duly weighed every 
argument that shall be alleged against the claim), determine 
as shall appear most equitable. 



LETTER LXXXTX. To thk Emperor Trajan. 

May this and many sucoeeding birthdays be attended, 
Sir, with the highest felioity to you ; and may you, in the 
midst of an uninterrupted course of health and prosperity, 
be still adding to the inoiease of thut immortal glory 
which your virtues justly merit t 

LETTER XC. Trajan to Puny. 

Your wishes, my dearest Secundus, for my enjoyment of 
many happv birthdays amidst the glory and prosperity 
of the refiunlio were extremely agreeable to me. 
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LETTER XCI. To thb Empbror Truan. 

The inhabitants of Sinope * are ill snpplied, Sir, with 
with water, which however may be brought thither from 
about sixteen miles' distance in great plenty and perfection. 
The ground, indeed, near the source of this spring is, for 
rather over a mile, of a very suspioiuns and marshy nature : 
but I have directed an examination to be made (which will 
be effected at a small expense) whether it is sufficiently 
firm- to support any superstructure. I have taken care to 
provide a sufficient fund for tliis jpurpose, if you should 
approve, Sir, of a work so conducive to the health and 
enjoyment of this colony, greatly distressed by a scarcity 
of water. 



LETTBB XOII. Trajan io Pliny. 

I would have you proceed, my dearest Secundus, in care- 
fully examining whether the grtmnd you suspect is firm 
enough to support an fiqueduotl For I have no manner of 
doubt that the Sinopian colony ought to be supplied with 
water ; provided their finances will bear the expense of a 
work so conducive to their health and pleasure. 



LETTER XOIIL To the Emperor Trajan. 

The free and confederate city of the Amiseni f enjoys, , 
by your indulgence, the privilege of its own laws. A 
memorial being presented to me Uiere, concerning a chari- 
tdble institution,} I have subjoined it to this letter, that 

* A thriviDg Greek colony in the territory of Sinopis, on the EnxioQ. 

t A colony of Athenians in the province of Pontus. Their towiv, 
AiiiisiiB, on the onast, was one of the reBidenoes of Mithridates. 

X Oaosabon, in his observations upon Theophrastus (as cited by one 
of the commentators), informs us that there were ^t Athens and other 
cities of Greece certain fraternities which paid into a common chest a 
monUily contribution towards the support of such of their members 
who had fallen into misfortunes; upon condition that, if eyer ther 
errivcd to more prosperous circumstances, thoy should repay into that 
geuend ISruid the money so adfanoed. M. 
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you may oonsider, Sir, whether, and how &r, thia society 
ought to be licensed or prohibited. 



LETTER XCIV. Trajan to Plhiy. 

If the petition of the Amipeni which you haye transmitted 
to me, concerning the establishment of a charitable society, 
be agreeable to their own laws, which hj the articles of 
alliance it is stipulated they shall enjoy, I shall not 
oppose it; especially if these contributions are employed, 
not for the purposes of riot and faction, but for the support 
of the indigent. In other cities, however, which are 
subject to our laws, I would have all assemblies of this 
nature prohibited. 

i^ETTER XCY. To the Empiror Tiiajaw. 

Suetonius Tranquillus, Sir, is a most excellent, honour- 
able, and learned man. I was so much pleased with his 
tastes and dlMposition that I have long since invited him 
into my family, as my constant gnest and domestic friend ; 
and my affection for nim increased the more I knew of him. 
Two reasons concur to render the privilege * which the 

* By the law for enoouragement of matrimony (some account of 
which has already been given in the notes aboveX as a penalty u]^n 
those who lived biicbelors, they were declared incapable of inheritmg 
any legacy by will ; so likewise, if being married, they had no children, 
they could not claim the full advantage) of benefkotions of that kind.' 
Thus Naevolna, in JuYcnal, very humorously urges bU gallantries in his 
friend's (iBimily, as a meritorious piece of service which he had douahim. 

* Nullum ergo meritum «•#, ingraU ao perfde^ nulltim. 
Quod Hbifiiolus, vetjilia n lOoUur exmef— 
JurapareiUis habe$; propter me eoriberis heree; 
Legatum omne oapie, necMn et dulce oaduoum,* 

* And ow'st thou nothing then, ingrate I to me. 
That from my loins you sons and daughters see ? 
A parent's privilege by vm you gain. 

And the tiotk legacy in fidi obtain.' 

Pliny therefiure alludes to this law when he mentions the bountiee ol 
> Upsi Ezcurs. in Tao. An. Ui. c. 24. 
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law grants to those who have three children particularly 
necessary to him ; I mean the bounty of his iriends, and 
the ill-success of his marriage. Those advantages, there- 
fore, which nature has denied to him, he hopes to obtain 
from your goodness, by my intercession. I am thoroughly 
sensible. Sir, of the value of the privilege I am asking ; 
but I know, too, I am asking it from one whose gradons 
compliance with all mpr desires I have amply experienced. 
How pasnionately I wish to do so in- the present instance, 
you will judee by my thus requesting it in my absence ; 
which I would not, had it not been a favour which I am 
more than ordinarily anxious to obtain. 



LETTER XOVI. Trajan to Puny. 

You cannot but be sensible, my dearest Secundns, how 
reserved 1 am in granting favours of the kind ynu desire ; 
havine frequently declared in the senate I hat I had not 
exceeded the number of which I assund that illubtrions 
order I would be contented with. I have yielded, however, 
to your req[uest, and have diiected an ai tide to be inserted 
in my register, that I have conferred upon Tranquillus, on 
my usual conditions, the piivil^e which the law grants to 
tliese who have three children. 



»^LETTER XCVII.* To thb Empbror Trajan. 

It is my invariable rule. Sir, to refer to you in all 
mntters where I feel doubtful; for who is more capable 
of removing my scruples, or informing my ignorance? 

TranquUlui^B deceased friends, as one reason whj it was expedient for 
him M obtain the 4u$ Mum Uberorum, viz. in order to entitle him to 
tlie full benefit uf their several beqae^ts. M, 

* Thi4 letter is esteemed as almost the only genuine monument of 
vodesiastioBd autiouity relating to the times immediatuly succeeding 
the Apostles, it lieiDS written at most not above forty years after the 
death of 8t. Paid. It was preserved by the Christians themselTCS as 
a clear and nnsnspicioaB evidence of the purity of thehr doctrines, and 
is freqnently appealed to by the early writeti of the Ohurob agaiosi 
the ttUomuies of their adTenaries. £ 
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Haying never been present at any trials oonoeniing thos^ 
who profess Christianity, I am nnacquained not only with 
the nature of their crimes, or the measure of their punish- 
ment, but how far it is proper to enter into an examination 
conoeming them. Whether, therefore, any difiference is 
usually made with respect to ages, or no distinction is to 
be observed between the youiig and the adult; whether 
repentance entitles them to a pardon; or if a man has 
been once a Ohrislian, it avails nothing to desist from his 
error; whether the very profession of Christianity, un- 
attended with any criminal act, or only the crimes them- 
selves inherent in the profession are punishable ; on all 
these points I am in great doubt. In the meanwhile, the 
method I have observed towards those who have been 
braught before me as Christians is this: I asked them 
whethiBr they were Christians ; if they admitted it, I re- 
peated the question twice, and threatened them with 
punishment; if they persisted, I ordered them to be 
at once punished: for I was persuaded, whatever the 
nature of their opinions might be, a contumacious and 
inflexible obstinacy certainly deserved correction. There 
were others also brought before me possessed with the 
same infatuation, but being Roman citizens,* I directed 
them to be sent to Rome. But this crime spreading (as is 
usually the case) while it was actually under pro»>eoution, 
several instances of the same nature occurred. An anony- 
mous information was laid before me, containing a charge 
against several persons, who upon examination denied 
they were Christians, or had ever been so. They repeated 
after me f|n invocation to the godn, and o£fered relieious 
rites with wine and incense before your statue (which for 
that purpose I had ordered to be brought, together with 
thoho of the gods), and even reviled the name of Christ : 
whereas there is no forcing, it is said, those who are really 
Christians into any of these compliances : I thought it 
proper, therefore, to discharge them. Some among those 
who were accused by a witness in person at flr^t confessed 

* It was one of the privileges of a Roman citizen, secured bj tho 
bcmpronian luw, that he could not be capittdly convicted but by tho 
suffrage of the pef>ple ; which seems to have been still ifo fur in force 
Si to moke it necessary to send the persons here mentioned (o Borne. Jf 
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themselves Christians, but immediately after denied it* 
the rest owned indeed that they had b^n of that number 
formerly, but had now (some above three, others more, and 
a few above twenty years ago) renounced that error. They 
all worshipped your statue and the images of the g;ods, 
uttering impreoations at the same time against the name 
of Christ They affirmed the whole of their ffuilt, or their 
error, was, that they met on a stated day before it was 
light, and addressed a form of praver to Christ, as to a 
divinity, binding themselves by a solemn oath, not for the 
purposes of any wicked design, but never to commit any 
fraud, theft, or adultery, never to falsify their word, nor 
deny a trust when they should be called upon to deliver it 
up ; after which it was their custom to separate, and then 
reassemble, to eat in common a harmless meal. From this 
custom, however, they desisted after the publication of my 
edict, by which, according to your commands, I forbade 
the meeting of any aB;$emblies. After receiving this ac- 
count, I judged it so much the more necessary to endeavour 
to extort the real truth, by putting two female slaves to 
the torture, who were said to officiate * in their religious 
rites : but all I could discover was evidence of an absurd 
and extravagant superstition. I deemed it expedient, 
therefore, to adjourn all further proceedioss, in order to 
consult you. For it appears to be a matter highly deserv- 
ing your consideration, more especially as great numbers 
must be involved in the danser c^ thene prosecutions, which 
have alreadv extended, and are still hkelv to extend, to 
persons of all ranks and ages, and even of both sexes. In 
fact, this contagious superstition is not confined to the cities 
only, but has spread its infection among the neighbouring 
villages and country. Nevertheless, it still seems possible 
to restrain its progress. The temples, at least, which were 
once almost deserted, begin now to be frequented; and 
the sacred rites, after a long intermission, are again re- 

* Theae women, it ii rappoaed, exeroited the aame oflSoe at Phoebe 
mentioned by 8t Paul, whom ha atyles deaoonev of the ckuroh of 
Cenohrea. Thcdr buaineaa was to tend the poor and aick, and other 
eltaritable offioea; as also to assist at the ceremony of female baptism, 
for the more decent performance of that rite : as Yossina ooecnres 
apou this pAssa^ M. 
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vived ; while there is a general demand for the yiotims, 
whioh till lately found very few purchasers. From all this 
it is easy to oonjeoture what numbers might be reclaimed 
if a general pardon were granted to those who shall repent 
of their error. 

LETTEB XOVin. Truah to Puny. 

Yon have adopted the right course, my dearest Seoandus 
in inyestigating the charges against the Christians whc 
were brought b<^fore yun. It is not pticsible to lay down any 
general rule for all such cas^s. Do not go out of your way 
to look for them. If indeed they should be brought before 
you, and the crime is proved, they must be punished;* 

* If we impartially examine tliis proseotttion of the Ohriatiana, we 
Bhall find It to huYO been grounded on the ancient constitution of the 
titate, and not to have proceeded from a cruel or arhitrary temper in 
Tn^n. The Roman legislature appears to have been early jealous *if 
any innovation in point of public worship; and we find the magis- 
tn^, during the old republic, frequently interposing in cases of that 
nature. Valerius Muximus has collected some instances to Uiat pur* 
pose (L. i. c. S), and Livy mentions it as an established principle 
of the earlier ages of the commonwealth, to guard against the in- 
troduction of foreign ceremonies of religion. ' Quotie§ ' (says that 
excellent historian, speakine; in the person of one of the consuls who 
is addressing himself to the people) * quoties hoe patrun avorumque 
aeiaU negotium e$t magiUratiblu aattttn, ut taora externa fieri vetarent f 
Judiea ant enimprudentianmi viri — nihil aeque dietolvendae reUgioni$ 
e$$e, quam vbi non wUrio, aed externa ritu saerificaretur.* (L. xxxix. 
c. IG.) It was an old and fixed maxim likewise of the Boman govern- 
ment not to su£fer any unlicensed assemblies of the people ; and ot 
this Liyy also Is a voucher : *Majore§ veetri * (says he) ^ne vos quidem 
niei guuni,' &c. ; */arte temere wdre noluerunt ; et ubicunque mwtitutlo 
eetet, Ud et legitimum reetorem muUitudinU eeneebant debere e$u.* 
(L. xxxvi. o. 25.) From hence it seems evident that the Christians 
Itad rendered themselves obnoxious not so much to Trajan as to the 
ancient and eetUed laws of the state, by introducing a foreign worship, 
and assembling themselves without authority. If. 

We are not therefore to judge of the proceedings in question b^ the 
rules we should apply to cases of the same nature in our own times. 
Tlie established religion of the Bomans was no other, in tlie judgment 
and confession of tlieir best writers, than an engine of state, which 
could not be shaken without the utmust danger, or rather, perhaps, 
without the total subversion of their civil government. Acoordingly* 
we find them strongly inculcating a tenacious observance of all its 
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with the reBtriction, however, that where the party denies 
He is a Ohtistian, and shall make it evident that he is not, 
hy invoking our gods, let him Tnotwitha'anding any former 
suspicion) be pardoned upon his repentance. Anonymons 
informations ought not to be received in any sort of pro- 
seoution. It is introducing a very dangerous preoede!it, 
and is quite foreign to the spirit of our age. 



nymons -^r 
of pro- I 
K>ede!it, \ 



LETTER XGIX. To the Empkbob Trajan. 

The elegant and beautiful dty of Amastrits,* Sir, has, 
among other principal constructions, a very fine street and 
of considerable length, on one entire side of which runs 
what is called indeed a river, but in fact is no other than a 
vile common sewer, extremely offensive to the eye, and at 
the same time very pestilential on account of its noxious 
smell. It will be advantag^ons, therefore, in point of 
health, as well as decency, to have it covered ; which shall 

rites: 'Me^ortm imlUuta tueri* (says Oicero) ^taerU eaenmonii$qu€ 
r€Hfmndi$, 9apienU$ ett ' (De Leg.). Nor is this principle, if the oh- 
senration of the celebrated Mad&iavel is just, peculiar to the Romaa 
state, bat of miiyersal truth in politics; for he lays it down as a 
eenml maxim, that, * wherever the religion of anv state fidls into 
aisresard and contempt, it is impossible for that state to subsist long ' 
(Ma<m. Disoorsi sopra tit Liv.). This case therefore is to be considered 
in a civil, not a religious view ; as a matter of state, not of speouln- 
tion ; wherein the lenitv and moderation both of the emperor and 
his minister deserve to oe applauded, as they are neither of them fi>r 
pushing the matter as br as they most certainly might, had they acted 
strictly up to the anoient and fundamental laws of their country. If. • 

The droumstance that attended tiie Ohristian assemblies being held 
at an unusual hour (* anie <iieem,' as Plinv tells us) seems to have raised 
a surmise that thev were of the Bacchanalian kind. For it is ex- 
tremely observable that in the account which the Ohristians here give 
of the true desian of their meeting thej justify themselves from the 
very crimes with which the Bacchanalians had been obaraed ; inti- 
mating, it should seem, that they themselves had been taxed with the 
same : *m 9aaramento nan ad ioetm aliquod tbdringtre; §ed ne furia, ne 
lairoeiniia, as aduUeria commiUereniy nefidemfaUereni,* ^., wliich runs 
exactly parallel with the accusation agaiubt the Ikuxshanalians, as it 
stands in Liyy : * Nee unum genui noacae, tiunra promisena,* ftc^ *»ed 
f<M tetUi, faUa $igna tetUmoniaqne H indieia ex eadem tiMna ejrt* 
lata '(Uv.Kxxxiz. 0.8). JIT. 

* OnthaooaflofPaphlagonia. 
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be dune wUh 3*oiir permission : as I will talce care, on my 
part, that money be not wanting for executing so noble 
and necessary a work. 



LETTEB 0. Trajan to Punt. 

It is highly reasonable, my dearest Secundus, if the 
water which runs through the city of Amastris is pi^- 
judicial, while uncovered, to the health of the inhabitantK, 
that it should be covered up. I am well assured you will, 
with your usual application, take care that the money 
necessary for this work shall not be wanting. 



LETTEB CI. To the Emperor Trajan. 

We have celebrated. Sir, with great joy and festivity, 
tliose votive solemnities which were publicly proclaimed 
as formerly, and renewed tbem the present year, accom- 
panied by the soldiers and provincials, who zealously 
joined with us in imploring the gods that they would be 
giuciously pleased to preserve you and the republic in 
that state of prosperity which your many and great 
virtues, particularly your piety and reverence towards 
them, so justly merit. 



LETTER OIL Trajan to Puny. 

It was agreeable to me to learn by your letter that the 
army and the provincials seconded you, with the mobt 
joyful unanimity, in those vows which you paid and 
renewed to the immortal gods for my preservation and 
prosperity. 



LETTER CIIL To the Emperor Trajan. 

We have celebrated, with all the warmth of that pious 
seal we justly ought, the day on which, by a most happy 
luccession, the protect 'on of mankind was committed over 
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into jour Hands ; recommending to the gods, from whom 
yoa leoeived the empire^ the object of your public tows 
and oongratulations. 



LETTEB OIV. Tjujah <o Puky. 

I was extremely well pleased to be informed by your 
letter that you had, at the head of the soldiers and the 

Srovinoials, solemnised my accession to the empire with all 
ue joy and zeal. 



LETTER CV. To tab Emperor Trajah. 

Valerius Paulinus, Sir, having bequeathed to me the 
right of patronage^ over all his freedmen, except one, I 
in treat you to grant the freedom of Borne to three of them. 
To desire you to extend this favour to all of them would, 
I fear, be too Unreasonable a trespass upon your indul- 

fence ; which, in proportion as I have amply experienoed, 
ought to be so much the more cautious in troubling. 
The persons for whom I make this request are 0. Valerius 
Atttraeus, C. Valerius Dionysius, and 0. Valerius Aper. 



LETTEB CVI. Trajan to Puny. 

You act moAt generously in po early soliciting in favour 
of those whom Yaleriils Paulinus has confided to your 
trust. I have accordingly granted the freedom of the city 
to such of his freedmen for whom you requested it, and 
have directed the patent to be registered : I am ready to 
confer the same on the rest, whenever you shall desire 



* By the Papiiin law, which passed in the consulship of M. Papius 
MutUuft and Q. Poppeas Secnncins, v.o. 761, if a froedman died iforth 
a hnndred thousand sesterces (or about £8<D0 of our money), leaving 
only one child, his patron (thai is, the master from whom he reeeiyeu 
his liberty) was entitled to half his estate ; if he left two chiiaren. to 
one-third ; but if more than two, then the patron was absolutely ex- 
tliided. ThU was afterwards alteied by Josihiian, Inst LiiLUt 8. AC 
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LETT£B OVII. To thx Empkrob TiUJAtr. 

P. Attius Aquila, a centurion of the Bixth equestiian 
cohort, requoHted me, Sir, to transmit his petition to vou, 
in favour of his daughter. I thought it would be unkind 
to refuse him this service, icnowing, as I do, with what 
patience and kindness you attend to the petitions of th» 
soldiers. 



LETTER CVin. Teajan to Puny. 

I have read the petition of P. Attius Aquila, centurion 
cf the sixth equentnan cohort, which joa sent to me ; and 
in compliance with his request, I have conferred upon his 
daughter the freedom of the dty of Bome. I send you 
at the same time the patent, which you will deliver to 
him. 



LETTEB OIX. To thx Emfkbob Trajan. 

I request, Sir, vour directions with respect to the 
lecovenng those debts which are due to the cities oi 
Bithynia and Pontus, either for lent, or eoods sold, or 
upon any other consideration. I find they bave a privi- 
lege conceded to them by several proconsuls, of being 
preferred to other creditors; and this custom has pre- 
vailed as if it had been established by law. Your pru- 
dence, I imagine, will think it necessary to enact some 
settled rule, by which their rights may always be secui-ed. 
For the edicts of others, how wisely soever founded, are 
but feeble and temporary ordinances, unless confirmed and 
sanctioned by your authority. 



LETTEB ex. Trajan to Punt. 

The right which the cities either of Pontus or Bithynia 
claim relating to the recovery of debts of whatever kind, 
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dne to their several oommunities, must be determined 
agreeably to their respeotiye laws. Where any of these < 
communities enjoy the privilege of being preferred to 
other creditors, it must be maintained ; bnt, where no snch 
privilege prevails, it is not just I should establish one, in 
prejudice of private property. 



LETTEB OXI. To tub Emfbror Trajait. 

The solicitor to the treasury of the oil^ of Amisis insti-* 
tuted a claim, Sir, before me against Julius Piso of about 
forty thousand denarii,* presented to him by the public 
above twenty years ago, with the consent of the general 
council and assembly of the city : and he founded his 
demand upon certain of your edicts, by which donations of 
this kind are prohibited. Fiso, on the other hand, asserted 
that he had conferred laree sums of money upon the com- 
mnnity, and, indeed, bad thereby expended almost the 
whole of bis estate. He insisted upon the length of timo 
which had intervened since this donation, and hoped thut 
he should not be compelled, to the ruin of the remaini'ier 
of his fortunes,t to refund a present which had been 
granted him lon^ since, in return for many good offices he 
had done the city* For this reason, Sir, I thouglit it 

* About £1400. 

f Tbe tranalator has Tentnred to give this tmaeioreUmuMdignUatU. 
It is, lie ooiifefl8et,.a veiyunooiiimoii, perhaps the single, insiftnce of the 
word digwUoB being used in that meauing; itiU, howerer, the oontezt, 
together with the epithet whioh is joined with it, will, he imagines, 
clearly justify him. There is nothing in the nature of this ease to 
make it reasonable to suppose that the dignity of Julius Piao should 
be impeached: as little u it to be collected from anything: contained 
in this letter, or Trajan's answer. The a^jectife reUqua being added 
to 4igwUa» removes every suspicion of its signifying honour (fM the 
ingemous French translator, Mons. de Saoey, and his humble cofner. the 
ItaJian Tedesohi, have rendered it), for honour scarce admits of nao- 
tions, and there can be no remainder after a subtraction of that kind. 
The truth, it should seem, is that, as the Tslue of a man's estate was. 
among the Romans, a nseesiary qualification to render him capable of 
the dii;nities of the commonwealth, our author, by a flffure of epeeoh, 
puts &piUM fotfaoMu ; the consequent (to speak in the hmguage • 
lbs grammarians) for the anteoedeal. M. 

2 h 
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%rj to suspend giving any judgment in this cause 
till I shall receive yonr directions. 



LETTEB OXII. Trajan io Punt. 

Though by my edicts I have ordained that no largesses 
shail be given out of the public money, yet, that num* 
berless private persons may not be disturbed in the secure 
possession of their fortunes, those donations which have 
i>een made long since ought not to be called in question or 
revoked. We will not therefore enquire into anything 
that has been transacted in this affair so long ago as twenty 
years ; for I would be no less attentive to secure the repose 
of every nrivate man than to preserve the treasure of 
every public community. 



LETTEB CXm. To thb Empbbor Trajan. 

,The Pompeian law. Sir, wl^jpli j« nbggryefl in ,Pf^Tii.nfl 
and Bithypia, does not direct that any money for. their 
a^qiission shall bft4)aid in bv those who are elected. in to 
the senate by the censors... Jt^ h^s, however, been usual for 
buph members as have been admitted into those assen^blies, 
in pursuance of the privilcj^ which you were pleased ^o 
^ipnmt to some particular cities, of receiving above their 
legal number, to pay one * or two thousand denarii | on 
their election. Subsequent to this, the proconsul Anicius 
llaximus ordained (though indeed his edict related to 
some few cities only) that those who were elected by the 
censors should also pay into the treasury a certain sum, 
which varied in different places. It remains, therefore, 
for vour consideration whether it would not be proper to 
settle a certain fixed sum for each member who is elected 
into the councils to pay upon his entrance ; for it well 
becomes you. whose everr word and action deserves to 
be immortalised, to establish laws that shall endure fir 
ever. 

/^ AhoQ^eSA. tAboiil£70L 
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LETTER CXIV. Trajan io Pliht. 

I can giye no general directions applicable to all the 
cities of Bithynia, in relation to those who are elected 
niembm:« of their respective councils, whether they shiil] 
}>ay an honorary fee upon their admittance or not. I think 
that the safest method which can be pursued is to follow 
the particular laws of each city ; and I also think that the 
censors ought to make the sum le(« fur those who are 
cliosen into the senate conti-ary to their inStinations than 
tor the rest. 



LETTER CXV. To thk Empbqor Tbajan. 

The Pompeian law, Sir, allows the Bithynians to eive 
the freedom of their respective cities to any person tney 
think proper, provided he is not a foreigner, but native of 
some of the cities of this province. The same law specifier 
the particular causes for which the censoi-s may expel any 
member the senate, but makes do mention of foreigners. 
Certain of the censors therefore have desired my opinion 
whether they ought to expel a member if he should happeu 
to be a foreigner. But I thought it necessary to receive 
your instructions in this case; not only because the law, 
though it forbids foreigners to be admitted citizens, does 
not direct that a senator shall be expelled for the same 
reason, but because I am informed that in every city in 
the province a ^reat number of the senators are foreignera / 
If, tnerefore, this clause of the law, which seems to be ' 
antiquated by a long custom to the contrary, should be 
enforced, man^ cities, as well as private persons, must 
be injured by it I have annexed the heads of this l4w 
to my letter. 

LETTER C&VI. Trajan io Punt. 

You might well be doubtful, m} dearest Secundus, what 
reply to give to the censors^ who consulted you concerning 
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thoir right to elect iDto the senate foreign citizens, though 
of the eame province. The authority of the law on one 
side, and long cust4>m preyailing against it on the other, 
might justly occasion you to hesitate. The proper mean to 
observe in this cane will be to make no change in what is 
past, but to aUow those senators who are already elected, 
though contrary to law, to keep their seats, to whateyer 
city they may belong ; in all future elections, however, to 
pursue ihe directions of the Pompeian law : for to give it 
a retrospective operation would necessarily introduce great 
confusion. 



iilET' 



lETTEB GXVH To thb Empkbor Trajan. 

It is customary here upon any person taking the manly* 
robe, soleiunisinff his marriage, entering upon the office of 
a magistrate, or dedicating any public work, to invite the 
whole senate, together with a considerable part of the 
commonalty, and distribute to each of the company one 
or two denarii.f I request you to inform^me whether you 
think proper this ceremony should be observed, or how far 
you approve of it- For myself, though I am of opinion 
that upon 8ome occasions, especially those of public festi- 
vals, this kind of invitation may be permitted, yet, when 
carried so far as to di aw together a tnousand persons, and 
sometimes more, it seems to be going beyond a reasonable 
lumber, and luus somewhat the appearance of ambitious 
argesses. 



X 



LETTER CXVIII. Trajan to Puny. 

You very justly apprehend that those public invitations 
which extend to an immoderate number of people, and 
where the dole is distributed, not singly to a few acquaint- 
ances, but, as it were, to whole collective bodies, may be 

* See note f; page 18. 

t TLedenanus = 8|({. The ram totaLthen.distribatMl among one 
thtuBand penons at the rate oi; say, two oenarii a piece would amount 
about ff!0. 
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turned to the fitotious pnrpoRes of ambition, xtut I ap- 
pointed yon to yonr present government, fnlly relying npon 
your prudenoe, and in the persuasion that you would take 
proper measures for regelating the manners and settling 
the peace of the provinoe. — 



LETTER CXIX. To thb Emperor Trajan. 

The athletic Victors, Sir, in the Iselastic * jzames, con- 
eeive that the stipend you have established for the con- 
querors becomes due from the day they are crowned : for 
it is not at all material, they say, what time they were 
triumphantly conducted into their country, but toMi they 
merited that honour. On the contrary, when I consider 
the meaning of the term I$ela$tic^ I am stronely inclined 
to think that it is intended the stipend should commence 
from the time of their public entry. They likewise peti- 
tion to be allowed the treat you give at those colubatH 
which you have converted into Iselastic. though they were 
conquerors before the appointment of that institution : for 
it is but reasonable, they assert, that they should receive 
the reward in this instance, as they are deprived of it at 
those sames which have been divested of the honour of 
)>eiDg Iselastic, since their victonr. But I am very doubt- 
ful, whether a retrospect should be admitted in the case in 
question, and a reward given, to which the claimants had 
no right at the time they obtained the viotiiry. I bejg, 
therefore, you would be pleased to direct my judgment in 
these points, by explaining the intention of your own 
benefactions. 

* These garnet are called IteUulie ftrom the Greek word cl^cXo^yw, 
invehor^ be^aae the victors, drawn hj white horaee, and wearing 
crowna on their heade, were conducted with great pomp into their 
respectiYe cities, which tliey entered through a breach in the walls 
made for that purpoae : intimating, as Plutarch obsenres, that a ciiy 
whidi produced such able and victorious citizens, had little occasion 
for the defence of walls (Oatanaeus). They received also annually a 
eertain honooiable stipend from the public, if. 
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LETTEB CXX. Trajan (o Plimt. 

The siipeDd appointed for the conqueror in the Iselastio 
g^ames ought not, I think, to commence till he makes his 
triumphant entry into his city. Nor are the prizes, at 
those combats which I thought proper to make Iselastio, 
to be extended backwards to those who were victors 
before that alteration took place. With regard to the 
plea which these athletic combatants uree, that they 
ou^ht to receive the Iselastio prize at tnose combats 
which have been made Iselastio subsequent to their 
conquests, as they are denied it in the same case where 
the games have ceased to be so, it proves nothing in theii 
favour ; for notwithstanding any new arrangement which 
has been made relating to these games, they are not called 
uptm to return the recompense which ihey received prioi 
to such alteration. 



LETTEB CXXL To thy Enferor Trajan. 

I have hitherto never. Sir, granted an order for 
post-chaises * to any person, or upon any occasion, but iu 
affairs that relate to your administration. I find myself, 
however, at present under a sort of necessity of breaking 
through this fixed rule. My wife having received an 
account of her grandfather's f death, and being desirous to 
wait upon her aunt^ with all possible expedition, I 
thought it would be unkind to deny her the use of this 
privilege ; as the grace of so tender an office consists in 
the early discharge of it, and as I well knew a journey 
which was founded in filial piety oould not fail of youi 
approbation. I should think myself highly ungrateful 
therefore, were I not to acknowledge that, amung other 
great obligations which I owe to your indulgence, I havo 
this in particular, that, in confidence of your favour, I 
have ventured to do, without consulting you, what would 
have been too late had I waited for your consent. 

* See letter xziv. of this book, and the note there. JK. 
f Fabatus. t Uispulla. 
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LETTER CXXII. Trajan to Pliny. 

You did me justice, my dearest secuudus, in ooDfiding 
in my affection towards yon. Without doubt, if you htiid 
waited for my consent to forward yonr wife in ber journey 
by means of uiose warrants which I have entmsted td your 
care, the use of them would not have answered your pur- 

Sose ; since it was proper this visit to her aunt should 
ave the additional recommendation of being paid with 
ail possible expedition. 
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BeYeruaTiiL 61 18; Iy. 28; y. 1 

yL27; iz.22 
Soaiua Seneoio, L 18 
Soiaiua, iY. 4 
6panua,iY. 5; Yiil 8 
Spuriuna, iiL 10; v. 17 
Sura (LioiniusX iY. 80 ; Yii. 27 
Suetoniua. See Tranquillua 

Taoitua (Oorneliua). L 6, 20; iY. 18^ 
Yi. 9, 16, 20; YiL 20, 83; YiU. 7; 
iz. 10, 14 

Tiro. yL 1,22; iz. 5 

Titianua (Ourneliua), L 17 ; iz. 32 

Tn^jan, z. throughout 

TranquUlus, L 18; UL 8; y. 2 
iz.84 

Triariua, Yi. 28 

U18U8, iY. 9; Y. 20; yL 5, 18; YiU 9 

Yalena, Iy. 24 

yalerianu8,iL15; y. 4, 14 

Venator, iz. 20 

yenia,Yi8 

Yooomiua (BomanuaX L 5; IL 1 

tiL18: iY.29;YL15, 88;YiiL9 

iz.7,28 
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Aehftift. See Greece 

Acliaeans. See Greeki 

AoilianiiB, 61 

AciliuB, P.. 21 

Aedilu8, 293, Dote 

Aemilianna, Minutius, 20, 21 

Aeneas, 110, note 

Aesohinee, 28, 42. 48, 113, 825 

Afer Domitiua, 60, 286 

Afrioa, 87 

AfrioanuB, Julius, 226, 227 

Agilol^ 21, note 

Albinos, Lnoceius, 88-90, 93 

Alexandria, 845 

Altinates, the,.76 

AmRBtris, 897, 898 

Amiseni, tbe,891,892 

Anio,284 

Antonins, iibysidan to Angastus 

Caesar, 26, note 
Antonins, Marcus, 176 
Apollinaris, Sidonius, 217 
Apparitions, 249-253 
Archippus, Flavins, 876-879, 888, 

889 
Arionilla, 5 
Aristo^ Titus, 83-85 
Ariston. Claudius, 218, 214 
Aristopbanes, 31 
Arria, 95, 99, 101, 807-811 
Ardeinidorus. 94-96 
Artemisius, Fossilius, 827 
Arulenus, Bnsticus, 4, 5, 20, 95 
Aruspices, 837 
Asia, 288 
Athens, 250, 820 
Athenodoms, 251 
Atticinus, Montanus, 205, 206 



AiticusyJalius, 18 
Atticus, 58, note 
AttUius, 59 
Angurinus, 141, 142 
Augurs, 89, note 
Aurelia,72 
Avitus, 165 

, Junius, 292-294 

^,OctaYius,831 

Baetica, province of, 87, 89, 98, 258 
Baet'ci, tlie, 9, 78, 79, 88 
Biiiae, 802 
Bassus, Annus, 256 

, Asinins, 180, 181 

, Anfidius, 80 

^Gabiue, 857-859 

, Julius, 116-120, 176, 875 

Benefioiarii, 859, note 

Bithyniai 389, note; 849, note; 350, 

851, 858, 863, 882, 400-403 
Bitbynians, the, 176, 177, 191, 192, 

225, 226, 231 
Blaeeos, Velleius, 72 
Bosporus, 854 
Brizia,20 
Bruti,tbe,25 

Bruttianus, Lustricius 205, 206 
Brutus, Man*ufl, 278, note 
Buffoons, 314, 315 
Buskin, the, 803, note 
BTsantines, 371 
Byzantium, 14, 870, 885, 886 

Caelius,28 

Caesar. Augustus, 25 ; sra nnti»s: 

148, 235, note; 340, note; H58. 

note; 881,885, note 
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